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Victory  likely  in  18-year  campaign 


By  Frances  Gibb  and  Richard  Ford 


THREE  of  the  four  men  jailed 
for  murdering  Carl  Bridgewa¬ 
ter  IS  years  ago  are  expected  to 
be  freed  today  after  the  emer¬ 
gence  of.  new  evidence  sup¬ 
porting  their  innocence. 

The  men  will  be  brought 
from  prison  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  where  lawyers  for  the 
Crown  will  outline  scientific 
evidence  suggesting  that  the 
police  tricked  one  of  the  men 
into  confessing. 

The  three  —  the  fourth  died  " 
in  1981  —  will  apply  for  bail 
pending  a  full  hearing  of  the 
new  evidence  after  their  con¬ 
victions  are  expected  to  be 
quashed.  They  can  then  hope 
to  receive  a  bout  E19CUXX)  com¬ 
pensation  for  the  years  wrong¬ 
ly  spent  in  jail 

Michael  Hickey,  Vincent 
Hickey.  James  Robinson  and  - 
Patrick  Molloy  were  jailed  in 
November  1979  for  the  shoot¬ 
ing  of  Cart  a  13-year-old 
newspaper  boy  who  apparent¬ 
ly  interrupted  a  burglary  at 
the  isolated  Yew  Tiros  Reuto 
near  Stourbridge  in  Stafford-  : 
shire.  The  Hick^  and  Rbbirv 
son  were  sentenced  to  life  for 
murder  with  a  recommenda-  - 
tion  that  they  serve  at  least  25 
years:  Molloy.  who  died  in 
prison,  was  jailed  for  12  years 
for  manslaughter.  . 

Since  their  conviction  there 
have  been  numerous  attempts 
to  get  the  convictions  over¬ 
turned  and  today's  sudden 
development  comes  five  weeks  . 
before  a  second  appeal  was 
due  to  open. 

Legal  sources  said  last  night 
that  the  Crown  had  been 
prepared  to  fight  the  appeal  to 
the  end.  but  die  prosecuting 
authorities  had  become  aware 


.  .  Carl  Bridgewater 
•  :  was  shot  dead 

of  material  “so  significant" 
that  the  court  ought:  to  be 
madeawareof  it  immediately. 

The  new  evidence  came  to 
light  after  defence  solicitors 
requested  that  an  “Esda"  test . 
be  carried  out  an  Motley's 
confession:  This  test .  which 
involves  electronic  image  en¬ 
hancement  revealed  the  im¬ 
print  of  u  -  fabricated  con¬ 
fession  by  Vincent  Hickey, 
designed "'to  trap  MoJlcy  into 
confessing  himself.'- 
•MoBojy  always  maintained 
he  had  beer  tricked  by.  police 
showing  him  what  he  thought 
was  Vincent.  Hickey'S  awn 
adraisskni  fan  the  police  al¬ 
ways  denied  -tins.  The,  Esda 
test  has  proved  that  his  ac¬ 
count  was  true.  ;_/  -  - 

Jim  Niehot  who  represents 
the  men.'  said  fast  night: 
There  is  powerful  fresh  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  false  confession  that 
was  shown  to  one  of  file 
defendants  by, the  West  Mid¬ 
lands  Serious  Crime  Squad.  It 
was  a  lying  confession  shown 
to  him  to  make  him  confess.  I 


am  delighted  —but  angiy  dial 
they  have  spent  eighteen  and  a 
half  years  in  prison  far  a  crime 
they  did  not  commit 

“I  folly  expect  my  clients  to 
walk  out  of  court  free  men.  It' 
may  not  finish  tomorrow,  as  it 
is  an  emergency  hearing 
called  at  very  short  notice.  But 
my  three  clients  will  be  acquit¬ 
ted  or  released  on  baft.” 

The  case  of  the  Bridgewater 
Four  is  die  longest  running  of 
a  series  of  highrprofile  cam¬ 
paigns  to  correct  miscarriages 
of  justice,  including  the  terror¬ 
ism  cases  involving  the 
Guildford  Four,  the  Maguire 
Seven  and  the  Birmingham 
Sot.  The  quashing  of  convic¬ 
tions  in  those  cases  dealt  a 
devastating  Wow  to  the  crimi¬ 
nal  justice  system  and  led  to 
tiie  creation  of  a  Criminal 
Cases  Review  Commission, 
which  will  start  work  in  April 

The  Bridgewater  Four  were 
convicted  largely  on  the  con¬ 
fession  of  Patrick  Molloy, 
which  four  language  experts 
and  a  psychiatrist  agree  could 
have,  been  fabricated.  The 
men’s  protests  gained  cre¬ 
dence  with  the  revelation  that 
the  West  Midlands  Serious 
Crime  Squad  had  fabricated 
confessions  and  planted  evi¬ 
dence  in  23  other  cases. 

Vincent  Hickeys  mother 
last  night  expressed  delight  at 
the  new  hearing,  but  said  that 
the  case  undermined  the  rep¬ 
utation  of  the  British  justice 
system.  Ann  Skett  said:  “We 
just  screamed  and  yelled  and 
danced.  There  is  no  bitterness 
In  my  heart  I- just  know  he  is 
going  to  come  out"  But  she 
added:  “The  prosecution  ser¬ 
vice  didn't  want  to  admit  that 


Anne  Whelan,  Michael  Hickey's  mother,  has  campaigned  ceaselessly  for  her  son 


there  had  been  a  mistake. 
What  are  people,  going  to 
think  of  our  police?  There  was 
a  tot  of  covenng-up.” 

.  Sarah  McHugh,  who  has 
campaigned  for  the  convicted 
men,  was  also  delighted  by  the 
devetopmenLShe  said:  “These 
men  are  innocent  and  they 
have  been  in  prison  for  19 
years  for  a  crime  they  did  not 
commit  end  every  day  they 
'  in  jail  is  a  day  too  Jong, 
have  been  an  awful  Jot 


of  people  fighting  for  a  very 
long  time  on  tills  case.  Jim 
Nichol  has  worked  tirelessly 
and  Ann  VVhelan,  Michael 
Hickey’s  mother,  has  been  an 
amazing  campaigner  and  has 
done  a  brilliant  job-  h  is 
thanks  to  her  that  we  have  got 
this  far  today." 

Mrs  Whelan  has  waged  a 
ceaseless  battle  to  prove  her 
son’s  innocence,  and  when  the 
men's  first  appeal  failed  in 
198]  she  told  die  then  Lord 


Chief  Justice,  Lord  Lane: 
“Your  judgment,  sir,  is  outra¬ 
geous."  She  gathered  thou¬ 
sands  of  documents  and 
evidence  and  won  the  interest 
of  the  journalist  Paul  Foot, 
who  wrote  a  book  about  the 
case. 

Last  night  Mr  Foot  said:  T 
feel  complete  jubilation.  They 
did  not  kill  that  newspaper 
boy.  Their  lives  have  been 
completely  wrecked  by  their 
time  in  prison." 


Three  drown  as 
yacht  capsizes 

Two  policemen  and  a  teen- 

X  drowned  in  the  Solent 
their  yacht  capsized  in 
waters  described  by  the  Coast¬ 
guard  as  “a  bubbling 
cauldron". 

Another  officer  who, sur¬ 
vived  dung  for  six  hours  to 
the  grounded  vesseTs  hull 
before  the  beam  from  his 
torch  was  spotted Page  3 

Health  screening 
may  be  harmful. 

Mass  health  screening  pro¬ 
grammes  may  harm  healthy 
people  while  helping  only  a 
few  who  are  side. 

Research  has  found  that 
bring  wrongly  identified  as  a 
-Offerer' or  bang  alerted  to  a 
potential  risk-can  cause  high 
levels  of  anxiety  which  persist 
even  after  the  person  is 
cleared . . . . — >  Page  6 
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Major-Blair  dash 
electrifies  MPs 

By  Philip  Webster,  foutical  editor 


JOHN  MAJOR  and  Tony 
Blair  traded  blows  in  an 
electrifying  Commons  dash 
yesterday  that  thrust  the  con¬ 
stitution  into  the  centre  of  the 
general  election  battle. 

During  an  explosive  con- 
firaatatton  both  leaders  were 
judged  by  their  own  sides,  and 
by  many  of  their  opponents,  to 
have  given  their  most  effective 
Ctoanmqns  pertormances  for 
some  time.  But there  were  two 
serious  poticy  dafelopments. 

Mr  Blair  gave  a  firm  hint 
that  a  Labour  government 
might  sidestep  parliamentary 
convention  to  prevent  its  raft 
of  constitutional-  BiHs-  from 
dogging  up  the  Commons 
timetable.  In  the  past  constitu¬ 
tional  measures  have  .been 
taken  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
where  all  MPs  ran  take 

Egged  wi  fay  Donald  Dew¬ 
ar,  his  chief  whip,  sitting 
alongside  him,  Mr  Blair  said 


“Parliament  would  deride" 
bow  the  Bills  were  handled  — 
a  dear  indication  that  he 
would  use  a  Labour  majority 
to  push  them  into  committee. 

Outside  the  chamber  Robin 
Gook,  the  Shadow  Foreign 
Secretary  and  party  policy 
chief,  put  flesh  on  Labour 
plans  for  reforming  the  Leads. 

He  said  that  after  Labour 
had  abolished  the  voting 
rights  of  hereditary  peers  u 
would  appoint  life  peers  to 
ensure  that  the  balance  of 
voting  in  the  Lords  broadly 
reflected  the  way  the  country 
had  voted  at  the  general 
election.  The  plan  to  appoint 
peers  is  a  halfway  house  move 
to  be  taken  pending  Labours 
derision  to  set  up  an  elected 
second  chamber  in  its  second 
term  of  office. 

Matthew  Parris,  page  2 
Frier  RiddeD,  page  8 


Beijing  on  edge  as  Deng 
to  meet  Marx’ 


goes 


From  James  Pringle 

IN  BEIJING 

A  MOOD  of  nervousness 
gripped  Beijing  yesterday  as 
Deng  Xiaopmg  “went  to  meet 
.Marx".  The  tension  was  exem¬ 
plified  when  four  young 
Chinese  attempting  to  lay 
flowers  at  the  Martyrs’  Memo¬ 
rial  on  Tiananmen  Square 
were  grabbed  by  police. 

Their  floral  tribute  to  the 
paramount  leader  was  thrown 
into  a  police  van.  The  authori¬ 
ties  fear  that  any  expressions 
of  grief  might  be  exploited  for 
political  aids,  as  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  past 
The  Chinese  capital  was  in 
sombre  mood.  Massive  red 
banners  snapped  in  the  breeze 
oh  the  Square,  the  political 
heart  of  the  nation,  though  few 
were  moved  to  tears  at  the  loss 
of  a  man  who  had  been  out  of 
the  public  eye  tor  three  years. 
After  an  initial  dip  stock 


markets  in  both  China  and 
Hong  Kong  rose,  responding 
to  the  removal  of  foe  uncer¬ 
tainly  surrounding  Mr  Deng. 
Some  brokers  believe  the  next 


Tve  waited  all  my  life 
for  this  day  then 
this  happens " 


few  days  will  see  a  buying 
spree  fay  foreign  investors 
reassured  by  foe  change. 

Ten  thousand  people  will  be 
invited  to  Mr  Deng’s  funeral. 
His  corneas  will  be  donated 
for  transplant  and  his  organs 
for  research.  His  family,  in 
keeping  with  his  wishes,  re¬ 
quested  there  be  no  solemn 
bowing  before  his  corpse.  His 
ashes  will  be  scattered  at  sea. 

The  459-member  funeral 
committee  declared  a  six-day 
period  of  mourning.  At  the 
start  of  the  “memorial  meet¬ 
ing"  at  10am  on  Tuesday, 
sirens  will  sound  throughout 
the  nation  for  three  minutes. 

Among  tributes  to  Mr 
Deng,  President  Chirac  said 
that  in  this  century  “few  men 
have,  as  much  as  he.  led  a  vast 
human  community  through 
such  profound  and  determin¬ 
ing  changes.” 


After  Drag,  pages  12 13 


Youth  puts  ageism  to  flight  in  Oxford  ballot  battle 


By  David  Charter 
education  correspondent 

AGE  triumphed  with  the  help  of 
beauty  at  Oxford  University  yesterday 
when  dons  agreed  by  a  majority  of  two 
to  one  -to  restore  voting  rights  to 
academics  aged  oyer  65.  ■ 

-  The  decision  wasa  victory  for  foe  old 
guard,  who,  barred  from  a  postal  vote, 
convinced  their  younger  colleagues 
that  they  should  continue  to  have  a 
voice  in  university  affairs.  In  a  huge 


response,  dons  resolved  by  962 votes  to 
475  a  month-long  row  over  “blatant 
ageism”  which  divided  Britain’s  oldest 
university. 

The  battle  was  between  Oxford’s 
ruling  council  —  which  tried  to  lower 
tiie  age  limit  for  voting  an  university 
decisions  from  75  to  65  —  and  180 
venerable  scholars  and  retired  senior 
staff  disenfranchised  by  foe  move. 

Thomas  Braun,  a  tutor  in  ancient 
history  at  Merton  College,  said  it  was. 
only  fitting  that  the  university  should 


reinstate  foe  former  age  limit  Older 
staff  had  in  effect  been  barred  from 
Congregation,  the  university's  parlia¬ 
ment,  by  a  change  in  regulations  over 
membership  of  Oxford  committees  in 
November  1995. 

This  went  almost  unnoticed  until  last 
November  when  older  academics  tried 
to  vote  on  foe  controversial  proposals 
for  a  £40  million  business  school  on 
university  playing  fields. 

"I  am  glad  we  have  won,"  Mr  Braun 
said.  “Congregation  does  debate  im¬ 


portant  issues  that  concern  the  future 
of  Oxford  so  people  of  all  ages  feel  they 
have  a  right  to  take  part." 

Ruth  Deecft,  Principal  of  St  Anne’s 
College,  who  argued  for  the  age  limit  of 
65  in  the  congregation  debate  last 
month,  said:  “Those  who  make  the 
rules  at  Oxford  ought  to  be  subject  to 
them.  It  did  not  seem  right  that  people 
who  had  left  the  university,  for 
example  because  they  had  retired 
early,  should  still  be  able  to  participate 
in  foe  voting  process." 
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Labour  poised 
to  make  U-turn 
on  reducing 
child  benefit 

By  Jill  Sherman,  chief  political  correspondent 


THE  Labour  leadership  is 
preparing  to  back  down  aver 
its  controversial  plan  to  scrap 
child  benefit  for  16  to  18-year- 
olds  in  another  policy  U-turn. 

The  move  follows  Gordon 
Brown’s  decision  not  to  im¬ 
pose  a  50p  top  rate  of  tax  for 
those  earning  more  than 
E 100,000.  Senior  parry  sources 
suggested  that  because  this 
had  been  dropped  it  was 
highly  unlikely  that  the  child 
benefit  plan  would  go  ahead. 

Last  September  foe  Shadow 
Chancellor  insisted  that  he 
would  proceed  with  a  scheme 
to  abolish  child  benefit  for 
older  children,  raising  £630 
million  to  be  channelled  into 
extra  educational  allowances. 

The  plan  was  one  of  the 
most  radical  and  risky  ideas 
that  Tony  Blair  had  backed 
since  he  became  leader,  and 
was  immediately  exploited  by 
foe  Tories,  who  dubbed  it  the 
“teenage  tax".  Mr  Brown  and 
Mr  Blair  argued  that  wealthi¬ 
er  parents  did  not  need  the 
extra  HOBO  a  week  child 
benefit  given  to  all  families. 

But  the  proposal,  designed 
to  curb  the  &  billion  child 
benefit  bill,  initially  met 
strong  opposition  within  the 
Shadow  Cabinet,  with  con¬ 
flicting  ideas  on  how  it  should 
operate. 

Many  left-wing  MPS  also 
criticised  the  scheme.  Al¬ 
though  it  would  have  redis¬ 
tributed  money  from  the 
wealthy  to  poorer  groups,  it 
also  meddled  with  a  cherished 
universal  benefit 

A  working  party  which  in¬ 
cludes  David  Blunkett,  Harri¬ 
et  Harman  and  Gordon 
Brown  was  set  up  last  year  to 
study  how  the  money  could 
best  be  used  but  it  has  failed  to 
come  up  with  any  suitable 
scheme. 

A  number  of  options  have 
been  floated,  including  giving 
an  extra  E10  a  week  to  school¬ 
children  in  poorer  families. 


but  pan>'  sources  say  that  this 
has  also  been  put  on  the  back 
burner.  It  is  understood  that 
no  serious  options  are  now 
being  worked  on. 

Towards  foe  end  of  last  year 
senior  figures  agreed  that 
benefit  could  not  be  cut  for  all 
top-rate  taxpayers  as  that 
would  have  affected  anyone 
earning  over  £30,000  and 
would  have  been  elecrorally 
suicidal.  There  was  then  spec¬ 
ulation  that  child  benefit  for  16 
to  18-year-olds  would  have 
been  cut  for  all  parents  earn¬ 
ing  over  £100,000. 

But  once  Mr  Brown  had 
opted  not  to  raise  the  top  rate 
of  tax,  it  was  difficult  to  go  for 
any  threshold,  either  £100,000 
or  below.  It  has  also  emerged 
that  the  sums  which  would 
have  been  raised  are  tiny. 

Scrapping  benefit  for  16  to 
18-year-olds  with  parents 
earning  over  £100,000  would 
raise  only  about  £10  million, 
for  those  earning  over  £80,000 
about  £15  million  and  for  those 
earning  over  £60,000  about 
£28  million,  according  to  In¬ 
land  Revenue  figures.  The 
administrative  changes  might 
well  have  cost  more  than  the 
savings  made. 

Party  sources  now  argue 
that  there  are  more  important 
policies  to  be  worked  up  and  it 
is  unlikely  that  any  change  to 
child  benefit  will  appear  in 
Labour's  manifesto. 

But  they  also  point  out  that 
foe  Tories  have  spent  over  17 
years  grappling  with  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  child  benefit  but  have 
failed  to  find  a  solution  to  stem 
the  cost  of  the  scheme. 

Peter  Lilley,  foe  Social  Sec¬ 
urity  Secretary,  has  proposed 
that  there  be  no  structural 
changes  to  the  universal  bene¬ 
fit  for  the  next  five  years.  From 
this  April,  benefit  for  the  eldest 
child  will  go  up  from  £10.80  to 
£11.05  a  week,  and  for  subse¬ 
quent  children  from  £8.80  to 
£9.00  a  week. 
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Evasion  is  no  answer  to  a  hard  question 

R 


a  rely  does  an  exchange 
at  Westminster  set  the 
.scene  for  a  whole  gen¬ 
eration  of  debate.  Yesterday's 
opening  speeches  on  devolu¬ 
tion  from  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Labour  leader  during 
the  constitutional  debate  creat¬ 
ed  such  an  occasion.  Readers 
will  find  in  Hansard  pointers 
to  the  years  of  controversy 
which  may  now  be  imminent; 
keys  to  the  rise  and  possible 
fall  of  what  may  be  the  next 
government 
The  House  was  full. 

John  Major'S  speech  was.  in 
the  best  sense,  relentless. 
Without  histrionics  and  at 
times  almost  monotonously, 
he  slogged  his  way  through  a 
litany  of  criticisms  of  Labour’s 
plans  which  were,  quite  sim¬ 


ply.  unanswerable.  He  was 
calm.  All  his  tetchiness  fell 
away  in  the  presence  of  a  case 
so  powerful  as  to  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  its  advocate:  as  if  all  he 
had  to  do  was  grip  the 
dispatch  box.  shut  his  eyes  and 
let  the  argument  take  over. 
His  troops  were  in  the  palm  or 
his  hand.  They  cheered  solid¬ 
ly,  at  rimes  wildly. 

As  Mr  Major  spoke,  Tony 
Blair  demonstrated  a  curious 
recent  change  in  his  behav¬ 
iour.  The  speech  was  going 
well  for  his  rival  —  so  he 
simply  refused  to  listen.  Mr 
Blair  chatted  to  Ann  Taytor  on 
one  side  and  George  Robinson 
on  the  other,  scribble  notes, 
and  stared  around  the  cham¬ 
ber.  but  he  would  not  look  at 
Mr  Major.  It  was  a  strange 


MATTHEW  PARRIS 


POLITICAL.  SKETCH 


discourtesy  in  a  serious  de¬ 
bate:  like  those  children  who, 
scolded,  cannot  admit  they  are 
listening. 

Time  and  again.  Mr  Major 
enquired  as  to  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  an  elusive  creature 
Tor  whom  the  search  is  now 
beginning  to  preoccupy  all 
sides  of  the  House.  “Where," 
cried  Mr  Major,  “is  the  an¬ 
swer  to  die  West  Lothian 
question?"  At  times  he  seemed 
even  more  mystified:  “What  is 
the  answer  to  the  West  Lothian 
question?"  he  kept  asking. 

Mr  Blair’s  speech  was  a 


triumph  of  a  kind.  He  will  be 
judged  by  many  to  have  lost 
the  argument,  but  he  lost  the 
House  only  once. 

It  was  a  knockabout  speech. 
Aware  that  he  was  short  of  a 
defence,  he  attacked.  He  at¬ 
tacked  Mr  Major  personally. 
He  attacked  the  Tory  record 
on  constitutional  reform.  He 
took  us  to  Ethel  red  die  Un¬ 
ready,  to  1834  and  to  1911.  He 
attacked  sleaze,  he  mentioned 
Scott  and  Nolan,  and  he  called 
for  a  government  for  London. 

"But  where's  your  answer  to 
the  West  Lothian  question?" 


ToriesyeDed.  “I.  can  and  will 
answer  it,"  snapped  Mr  Blur. 
"I  will  come  to  it  later  in  my 
speech." 

Then  he  attacked  the  Tory 
approach  to  Europe  and  Tory 
theories  of  subsidiarity. 

"But  what's  the  answer  ,  to 
the  West  Lothian  question?" 

“A  little  patience,  please  ” 

Next  he  reminded  us  that  in . 
die  1970s  the  Tories  (when  they 
were  devolutionists)  never 
found  the  answer  ro  the  West 
Lothian  question.  When  Mich¬ 
ael  Forsyth,  the  Scottish  Secre¬ 
tary.  interrupted.  Mr  Blair 
almost  lost  his  footing .  bnt 
regained  h.  Later  William 
Hague,  the  Welsh  Secretary, 
interrupted  brilliantly.  But 
|  dismayed  Mr  Blair,' 
[the  West  Lothian  ques¬ 


tion?”,  bawled  the  Tories.  Mr 
Blair  quoted  Margaret  That¬ 
cher.  He  quoted  Malcolm 
Rifldrid.  But  stzIZ  no  answer  to 
.the  West  irehian  question. 

“If  I  can  turn,  now,  from'  the 
West  Lothian  question ...”  he 
announced:  “But  you  haven't 
answered  itr  Undismayed  by 
the  shouts,  the  Labour  leader 
moved  on  from  devolution  to 
his  plans  for  the  Lords. 

Brazen  at  the  start  and 
in  the  middle,  Mr  Blair 
in  style.  But  Mr 
Major  just  sat,  smiling  gently. 
And  answer  to  the  West  Lothi- 
carae  there  none.'. 
ly  I  called  the  Lab¬ 
our  frontbencher  who  ad¬ 
dressed  the  cameras  Robin 
Corbett  It  was  Stuart  BeiL  I 
apologise  to  both. 


an 


Labour  party  ‘would  apply  strict  British  economic  tests’ 


Blair  and  Brown 
unite  to  signal 
on  the  euro 


delay 


By  Philip  Webster,  political  editor 


TONI'  BLAIR  and  Gordon 
Brown  have  delivered  their 
firmest  indications  that  a  Lab¬ 
our  government  would  not 
sign  up  to  a  European  single 
currency  in  J999. 

Speaking  in  Washington, 
Mr  Brown  put  new  hurdles 
in  the  way  of  participation  in 
monetary  union,  making 
Labour  membership  during 
the  first  wave  more  unlikely. 

And  in  a  BBC  interview  last 
night,  he  said  that  both  he  and 
Mr  Blair  judged  there  were 
"real  obstacles  Taring  Britain 
and  other  countries  that  are 
increasingly  difficult  ro  over¬ 
come  by"  1999".  He  added: 
“Gening  it  right  is  more 
important  than  getting  it 
quickly.  We  will  apply  strict 
British  economic  tests  in  the 
British  economic  interest" 

In  a  speech  today,  the 
Labour  leader  will  daim  that 
there  is  no  difference  between 
Labours  policy  and  the 
Tories"  formal  tine  on'  mone¬ 
tary  union,  the  broadest  hint 
that  he  does  not  anticipate 
going  into  the  first  wave.  Mr 
Blair  will  say:  “We  are  keep¬ 
ing  our  options  open  to  protect 


the  nation's  economic  inter¬ 
est." 

The  Shadow  Chancellor's 
move  suggested  that  he  has 
been  convinced  by  Mr  Blair 
and  Robin  Cook,  the  Shadow 
Foreign  Secretary,  that  a  Lab¬ 
our  government  would  be 
wise  to  stay  out  of  the  central 
core  if  a  single  currency  went 
ahead  on  January  !.  1999.  Ir 
came  as  Mr  Major  insisted 
that  the  Government's  pos¬ 
ition  on  the  single  currency 
had  not  changed. 

Mr  Brown,  speaking  at  a 
meeting  in  Washington  with 
Robert  Rubin,  the  US  Trea¬ 
sury  Secretary,  said  a  Labour 
government  would  exanune; 

□  The  impact  on  investment 
ty  British  firms  in  Britain  and 
Europe; 

□  The  effect  on  British  finan¬ 
cial  services; 

□  Whether  European  coun¬ 
tries  were  at  a  different  stage 
of  the  economic  cycle; 

□  Whether  there  was  suffix 
dent  flexibility  to  respond  to 
unexpected  problems; 

Q  Whether  it  would  cost  jobs. 

Mr  Brown  said  that 
Labour’s  concern  was  that  the 


timetable  had  been  set  politi¬ 
cally  without  being  properly 
driven  in  economic' terms.  He 
emphasised  that  there  was  a 
“triple  lock"  on  the  derision  — 
the  British  opt  out.  a  vote  of 
die  British  Parliament,  and  a 
referendum. 

Mr  Brown  spoke  as  the 
details  emerged  of  an  surprise 
late-night  meeting  between 
Malcolm  Rifkind,  the  Foreign 
Secretary,  and  Mr  Clarke  to 
patch  up  their  differences  over 
the  single  currency.  On  Wed¬ 
nesday  Mr  Rifkind  broke  the 
Cabinet  truce  by  suggesting 
that  the  Government  was 
hostile  to  a  single  currency,  a 
remark  described  by  the 
Chancellor  as  a  “slip  of  the 
tongue  under  pressure”. 

After  a  day  of  confusion  Mr 
Rifkind  and  Mr  Clarke  met 
for  a  “quiet  noggin”  at  the 
Foreign  Secretary's  residence 
to  smooth  over  their  differ¬ 
ences.  A  statement  issued  in 
the  early  hours  said  that' they 
agreed  they  were  “hostile”  to  a 
single  currency  where  there 
had  not  been  sufficient  conver- 
genceT>etween  the  participat¬ 
ing  a^umnes. 


Lord  Hansom  forecast  extremes  of  wealth  and  poverty 


EMU  would  be  our 
ruin,  says  Hanson 


A  SINGLE  currency  wffl 
reproduce  throughout 
Europe  die  extremes  of  stag¬ 
nation  and  prosperity  whim 
already  exist  within  EU  na¬ 
tions,  but  on  a  far  larger 
static,  wh3e  leaving  individ¬ 
ual  governments  powerless  to 
ad,  the  industrialist  Lord 
Hanson  said  yesterday. 

That  would  lead  to  general 
resentment  m  ‘  northern 
Europe  and  “unprecedented” 
condition  in  the  south. 

Lord  Hanson  said  he  also 
feared  that  the  social  chapter 
—  which  “New  Labour  would 


quickly  sign  up  for”—  would 
reintroduce  the  restrictions 
winch  had  been  dismantled 
over  the  past  I?  years  and  had 
led  to  Britain's  miraculous 
economic  performance. 

The  views  of  one  of 
Britain'S  most  powerful  bma- 
nessmen  in  The  Spectator 
this  week  will  be  music  to  the 
ears  of  Tory  Eurosceptics. 

Lord  Hanson  .  said  that 
us"  would  have 


"most  yOf 

voted  •■against”  m  the  1975 


referendum  if 
thought  theywfere 
a  European  superstate. 
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Did  you  know  the  government  allows  you  to  save  from 
£10  to  £25  a  month  with  a  friendly  society  completely 
free  of  tax?*  And  while  your  savings  are  growing  tax 
free,  you  can  look  forward  to  u  final  lump  sum.  also 
entirely  free  of  tax. 


Scottish  Friendly  has  an  excellent  with 
profits  track  record.  In  fact,  in  Ortoljer 
1996,  Money  Management  Magazine 
named  Scottish  Friendly  as  a  Top  5 
performer  over  ten  years.  And  as  we 
have  no  shareholders,  it's  our  memlxTs 
who  share  our  profits.  Our  ten  year 
plan  offers  you : 


A  guaranteed  minimum 
return 


DONT 

MISS  OUT 
ON  YOUR 

CHANCE  TO 

SAVE 


The  prospect  of  tax  free 
annual  bonuses 


A  lump  sum  final  payment 
entirely  free  of  tax 


The  choice  of  paying  monthly, 
annually  or  in  a  lump  sum 


Every  memlier  of  sour  fitmilv  can  save 


tux  free,  so  don't  miss  out.  For  more 
information,  return  the  coupon  to  the 
address  below  or  call  us  free  today. 


FREE 


Scottish  Friendly  Assurance, 
FREEPOST,  Admail  523, 
Glasgow  C2 1ST. 


Reply  today  and  get  a 

FREE  CORKSCREW 
und  details  of  further 
five  gifts  with  your  polity 


CALL  FREE  QUOTING  TM210297 


S'  0800  585  625 
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Women’s 

prisons 

criticised 


By  Richard  Ford 


THE  chief  inspector  of  prisons 
today  demands  a  complete 
shake-up  of  women's  jails 
after  finding  bullying,  sexual 
assaults  and  overcrowding  in 
almost  a  third  of  ’  female 
prisons.  .  .. 

He  criticises  conditions  for 
hundreds  of  women  held  m 
three  jails,  including 
Holloway,  as  "unsatisfactory* 
and  demands  that  urgent  re¬ 
medial  action  be  taken.  ‘ 

In  the  most  damning  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  treatment  of 
women  in  prison.  Sir  David 
Ramsbotham  demands  a  far- 
reaching  overhaul  of  their 
treatment  by  the  appointment 
of  a  director  of  women’s 
prisons  with  overall  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  tea  female  pris¬ 
ons,  housing  a  record  2.438 
inmates.  .  . 

Richard  Tilt,  the  Director- 
General  of  the  Prison  Service, 
admitted  that  a  new  and  more 
imaginative  approach  was 
needed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
record  number  of  women  in 
jail:  “I  have  to  recognise  that 
for  too  long  we  have  done  no 
more  than  simply  house  fe¬ 
male  prisoners." 


Railway 
company 
says  soriy 
with  free 
tickets 


By  Jonathan  PRynn 

TRANSPORT  CORRESPONDENT 


HUNDREDS  of  thousands  of 
travellers  were  offered  free  rail 
tickets  to  anywhere  in  the 
country  yesterday  by  a  private 
rail  company  to  apologise  for 
its  unreliable  service.  . 

Early-morning  commuters 
were  die  first  to  benefit. when 
they  turned  up  at  stations  to  be 
told  they  did  not  have-to  pay 
for .  their  tickets  to  London 
Waterloo. 

As  word  of  the  offer  spread, 
booking  dorks  at .  stations 
throui 
were 

free  foxes  to  increasingly  for- 
flung  destinations.  Some  cus¬ 
tomers  ordered  four  or  five 
tidtets. 

The  offer  was  made  by 
South  West  Trains,  which 
carries  200,000  Lmdon  com¬ 
muters  daily,  after,  the  chaos 
caused  by  a  spate  of  canoellar 
turns  because  it  fad  sacked  too 
many  drivers. 

As  Jong  as  the  ticket  was 
bought  at  a  statical  used  by 
SWT,  excluding  London  Wa¬ 
terloo  and  Qapham  Junction, 
passengers  could  demand  free 
travel '  to  any  .of  the  2J300 
stations  in  the  country. 

The  rickets  were  valid  for 
outward  and  return  travel 
between  midnight  on  Wednes¬ 
day  and  midnight  last  night 
and  return  within  five  days. 

.  Eurostar  tickets  to  Paris  and 
Brussels  worth  up  to  E200 
were  being  given  away  in  the 
morning  until  the  company 
ruled  overseas  destinations 
were  not  part  of  the  offer  at 
llara. 

Heather  Underwood,  a 
booking  derk  at  Basingstoke 
station,  said:  "I  gave  one  bloke 
a  ticket  to  London  and  he  had 
started  to  walk  away  when  it 
suddenly  dawned  on  him 
everything  was  free.  He  kept 
coming  back  and  asking  for 
tickets  to  Aberdeen,  Bourne¬ 
mouth.  Torquay  —  absolutely 
everywhere. 

"After  he  had  made  about 
five  trips  id  my  counter  he  had 
over  £1,000  worth  of  tickets  in 
his  pocket.  There  was  nothing 
I  could  do.  I  couldn't  refuse 
him."  The  most  papular  desti¬ 
nation  was  Aberdeen  with 
dozens  of  £90  return  tickets 
being  handed  out,  she  said. 

Brian  Sower,  executive 
chairman  of  Stagecoach,  the 
Scottish-based  bus  company 
that  owns  SWT,  said  the 
company  had  deliberately  not 
spelt  out  the  foil  potential  of 
the  offer  in  publicity  material 
at  stations. 

The  exercise  has  cost  the 
company  about  EL2  million, 
he  said,  mainly  in  free  tickets 
to  regular  commuters.  In  a 
letter  handed  out  to  passen¬ 
gers,  Mr  Sou  ter  apologised  for 
the  disruption  caused  by  a 
mishandled  driver  retraining 
programme. 


‘Mad  Cow*  test  could 
give  exports  green  light 

Routine  W«8t  testing  of  b«f  ~"S£jl5lSZ 
disease  could  become  a  reality  wttbm  montte  rf&ridjrwfo 


disease  could  become : 
of  a  new  detection  teefc — 

reterdny  ft.  tea  latg  jint 

Its  developers,  Enter  Saenttflc,  a 
diagnostic  service  company,  and  Proteas 
Mstodesfidd-based  drag  discovery 

reassure  consumers  and  could  be  used  ^  scr^Bntoh 
carcasses  for  BSE  before  export  deanng  the  way  for  the 
beef  ban  to  be  lifted. 


Compulsory  good  deeds 


The  Prince  of  Wales  has  hinted  that  be  would  like  to  see  a 
compulsory  three-month  period  of  community  fcj™*  „ 
alT  schoo Weavers.  His  idea  was  expressed  in  offtooff 
remarks  to  volunteer  workers  during  ?_tOT,r  ®* 
projects  in  the  East  End  of  London  tins  weds-  Bid  he  is 
unlikely  to  find  support  for  a  new  obligatory  farm  otnon- 
militaiy  national  servjra  among  the  major  political  parties, 
noramongcharity  workers. 


Boy  detained  for  knife  death 


A  boy  aged  13  who  fatally  stabbed  a  teenager  during  an 
argument  about  household  chores  was  yesterday  ordered 
to  be  detained  for  three  years.  Cotin  MacDonald,  16,  of 
Aberdeen,  died  from  a  single  Mow  to  his  chest  inflicted  with 
hfe  own  knife  on  October  16.  He  had  grabbed  the  younger 
boy  around  the  neck  before  challenging  him  to  hit  him  and 
had  laughed  when  the  boy  replied.*Tm  not  going  to  hit  you, 
I'm  going  to  stab  you,"  the  court  heard. 


Blandford  arrested  in  error 


The 


_  of  Blandford  walked  free  from  21  hours  in 
being  mistakenly  arrested  for  a  driving  while 
disqualified  at  Kidtington,  Oxfordshire.  Magistrates  at 
Banbury  were  told  dial  his  disqualification  had  run  out 
because  he  served  an  interim  ban  last  year.  His  solicitor, 
Michael  Stanford-Tuck  said  the  marquess  was  consider- 
the  matter  farther:  “He  has  been  extremely  weft- 
the  last  year  and  tins' is  a  bad  mistake." 


m 


£10ffi  cannabis  ring  guilty 


International  drug  smugglers  were  convicted  of 
attempting  to  import  OO  mution  of  cannabis  into  Britain 
in  an  operation  that'  IdDed  Alastair  Soufiar,  47.  an 
undercover.  Dundee  Customs  officer  who  was  crushed 
between  boats  belonging  to  Customs  and  the  drags  ring. 
Seven  men  —  three  Brftish.  three  Dutch  and  an  American 
—  were  found  guilty  ofsnmggling  at  the  High  Court  in 
Dunfermline.  The  ease  against  an  eighth  was  not  proven. 


Channel5  eyes  rival  shows 


Britain'S  new  television  station,  Channel  5,  has  pledged  to 
launch  an  aggressive  bidding  war  with  the  BBC.  ITV  and 
Channel.  4  for  die  rights  to.  popular  programmes  such  as 
Men  Behaving  Badly,  Friends  and  Brookside.  pawn 
Airey,  the  new  channel's  director  of  programmes,  said  that 
she  had  tried  to  hue  producers  of  rival  programmessnch 
as  Changing  Rooms.  Never  Mind  the  Buzzcocks  and  They 
Think  its  AM  Over. . 


Boost  for  war  on  poachers 


John  Gumfawr  announced  that  Britain  was  offering 
£70,000  to  tram  and  equip  wardens  in  Asia  and  Siberia  to 
combat  tiger  poaching  (Nick  Nuttall  writes).  The  Environ- 
mai£  Secretary  - told ,  the  .  Zoological  Society  of  London^ 
Tigers  2000  meeting  that  £20,000  of  the' total  would  be  used 
to  fay  to  develop  a  genetic  test  to  see  if  Chinese  medicines 
seized  by  cn£oms  contained  Qlegal  material  that  had  been 
taken  from  tigers. 


Madonna  ‘devastated’ 


Madonna  is  “devastated"  at  not  being  nominated  for  an 
Oscar  for  her  lead  rale  In  Evita.  according  to  Alan  Parker, 
the  film's  director.  The  singer  has  remained  silent  on  her 
failure  to  win  a  nomination  but  Mr  Parker  told  a  Buenos 
Aires  newspaper  “She’s  very  disgusted.  She  hoped  that 
after  winning  the  Golden  Globe  they  would  nominate  her." 


Murder  widow  misses  justice 


An  accountant’s  widow  died  from  a  brain  haemorrhage 
just  horns  before  the  gangster  who  ordered  her  hnsband’s 
murder  was  jailed  for  life.  Barbara  Wilson  had  attended 
everyday  of  a  five-week  trial  at  Liverpool  Crown  Court  over 
the  shooting  of  her  husband  David,  47.  at  Chorlcy. 
Lancashire;  Michael  Austin.  41,  from  New.  Jersey,  had 
feared  that  Mr  Wilson  was  about  to  expose  a  tnnhi million- 
pound  insurance  fraud  involving  cheap  cigarettes. 


Rocket  may  be  on  seabed 


The  amatesr  space  rocket  test-fired  at  an  army  range  on 
Monday  may  have  been  lost  in  the  North  Sea.  Steve 
Bennett  its  maker,  says  50-knot  winds  Mowing  at  the 


altitude  at  which  its  recovery  parachute  would  have  been 
deployed  could  have  pushed  it  out  to  sea.  Mr  Bennett  32, 
has  offereda  £S0Q  reward  for  the  remra  of  the  10ft  top  stage 
of  his.  lax  rocket  which  disappeared  into  low  cloud  over 
file  range  at  Otterbnrn,  Northumberland. 


Sultan’s  cool  plan  for  desert 


An  Arab  sheikh,  Sultan  Bin  Mohammad  A1  Quasimi,  hac 
built  a  aOmSEim  dome  in  the  desert  of  the  United  Arab 
Emirates  to  create  a  frozen  home  tor  bis  collection  of  rare 
Arctic  plants.  Electric  currents  passed  through  wires  in  the 
roof  of  dm  dome,  part  of  a  25-acre  botanical  garden,  can 
make  snow  foil  to  recreate  the  planTs  native  conditions, 
said  tils  horticultural  and  environineiital'cmisnllaiit  Philips 
Swindells.  The  sultan  is  one  of  the  world's  richest  men. 


Pescado  operator  freed  on  appeal 


By  Richard  Duce 


A  PROSECUTION  error  led 
foe  Court  of  Appeal  yesterday 
to  clear  a  trawler  operator 
who  was  blamed  Cor  the  loss  of 
six  lives  when  the  fishing 
vessel  Pescado  sank  off  the 
Cornish  coast  six  years  ago. 

Although  three  judges  said 
the  appeal  case  by  Joseph 
O’Connor  against  a  three-year 
sentence  for  manslaughter 
was  "threadbare"  it  ruled  his 
conviction  unsafe  and  he  was 
freed.  He  said:  “l  am.  feeling 
very  happy  but  very  sad  for 
die  bereaved." 

The  ruling  provoked  anger 
from  relatives  of  the  six  and  to 
renewed  calls  for  a  public 
inquiry  into  the  .sinking  of  the 
Pescado.  The  judges,  headed 
by  lord  Bingham.  The  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  ruled  that  there 
had  been  a  danger  of  injustice 
to  Mr  O’Connor,  44,  when  the 
prosecution  was  allowed  to 
change  the  indictment  against 


him  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  his  trial  at  Bristol  Crown 
Court  last  year. 

Mr  O'Connor/  from  Plym¬ 
outh,  had  originally  been 
charged  with  causing  the 
deaths  of  six  named  members 
of  the  crew  after  allowing 
them  to  go  out  in  what  was 
illegal  to  be  an  “unseawor¬ 
thy,  unstable  trawler".  Mr 
Justice  Mantel!,  the  trial 
.  judge,  allowed  foe  prosecution 
to  add  a  wider  charge  foal 
alleged  the  unlawful  kilting  of 
an  unnamed  crew  member 
through  foe  provision  of  inad¬ 
equate  safety  euipmenL 

Lord  Bingham,  sitting  with 
Mr  Justices  Mitchell  and 
Clarke,  said:  “Despite  the 
obvious  care  with  which  the 
trial  judge  approached  the 
amendment  we  are  left  with 
the  inescapable  conclusion 
this  amendment,  made  wheat 
it  was.  may  very  well  have 


O’Connor;  indictment 
changed  during  trial 


worked  injustice  to  foe  appel¬ 
lant.  threadbare  though  his 
case  on  die  merits  may  have 
been.  It  seems  to  us  the  effect 
of  this  amendment  was  unfair 
because  it  deprived  the  appel¬ 
lant  of  the  opportunity  to 


mount -the  defence  he  would 
have  mounted  had  the 
Crown's  case  been  put  in  this 
way  from  the  beginning." 

He  said  the  prosecution  had 
been  given  the  opportunity  to 
consider  changing  the  indict¬ 
ment  at  pretrial  review  in 
December  1995  but  had  insist¬ 
ed  on  adopting  its  course  to  foe 
“bitter  aid". 

The  defence  had  not  then 
been  given'  the  opportunity  to 
re-examine  expert  witness  in 
detail  on  whether  the  crew 
could  have  survived  in  freez¬ 
ing,  waters  if  there  had  been  a 
working  iiferafL  The  prosecu¬ 
tion  alleged  that  none  of  the 
crew  was  trained  to  operate  a 
radio,  there  was  no  distresSi 
beacon  and  the  only  tifeboare 
was  found  lashed  to  the  trawl-' 
er  when  it  was  recovered. 

It  had  proved  impossible  to 
determine  the  drcustumances 
in  which  each  crew  member 
had  died.  Only  three  bodies 
were  rcovered. 
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Ehf  UN  JENKINS 

AND  ADRIAN  LEE 

RESCUERS  criticised  three 
policemen  who  took  a  yadit 
into  notorious  waters 
described  as  fa  bubbling  caul¬ 
dron”  during  yesterday's 
storms.  Two  of  the  men  and  a 
teenager  drowned  when  the 
boat  capsized  in  the  Solent 
The  officer  who  survived 
dung  for  six  hours  to  the 
grounded  hull  before  a  couple 
out  walking  saw  his  torch. 

Colin  Olden  of  Hamble 
Inshore  Rescue  said:  “Where 
they  sailed  through  the  Bridge 
Buoy  area,  near  the  Needles, 
conditions  were  absolutely 
horrendous.  Winds  .were  gust- 
ing  up  to  55  knots  with  very 
high  seas.  A  comparatively 
small  yacht  like  this  would 
have  been  in  severe  difficul¬ 
ties,  however  good  the  crew. 

“I  would  not  have  expected 
anyone  to  have  gone  out  m 
these  conditions.  Discretion 
should  have  been  the  better 
part  of  valour." 

A  Coastguard  spokesman 
said:  “Conditions  were  pretty 
S  dreadful  It  was  like  a  bub¬ 
bling  cauldron  out  there.  The 
crew  did  not  contact  the  Coast¬ 
guard  for  advice  on  whether  it 

was  safe.  If  they  tad,  we 
would  have  advised  them  in 
the  strongest  terms  not  input 
to  sea.  We  were  broadcasting 
the  weather  warning  every 
two  hours." 

The  victims  were  Detective 


Wf? 


mm. 


H-S— «iWo  at  Walford  police 
'  _ _  Rob  Woodwork,  distn 


Constable  Tony  Upton.  36,  the 
skipper,  who  had  cOTarnamaf 
tions  for  bravery;  PC 
Chamley,  35,  a  former  Royal 
Marines  Commando  who 
servedin  the  Falklands;  and 
David  Asquith,  tta  sonrf 
Detective  Constable  Rod  As¬ 
quith.  -48,  who  was  not  on 

h^ta  survivor,  PC  Marfor 
Humble,  3a  to  be 

promoted  to  sergauj.  ™ 
Sfom  had  met  at 
police.  ••  swoon,  soutoj 

Loridoti.’  Yesterday  a  Metto- 

politan  Pc*  ce  flag  flewthereaJ- 
mast  PC  Humble,  who 


was  released  from  St  Maty's 
Hospital.  Newport,  yesterday 
morning  told  mvesugatm^ 
how  he  dung  to  the  3St 
chartered  yadit 
winds  gusting  to  Fbroe  u.  rte 
blew  a  whistle  on  his  lifejacket 
and  waved  a  torch  to  attract 

h  The  yacht  had  capsized  and 
was  demasted  before  ngjjing 
itself.  The  men  had  made  a 
mayday  call  diirmg  tta  30 
seS^  before  it  capsized  a 
second  time.  _ ,  . _ . 

Tbe  caller  said  “Mayday, 
mayday.  Can  you  hearmeT 
before  transmission  ceased. 


Bob  Wbodwark,  distrto  mu- 
troller  of  Lee-on-Soleni  Coast 
XS,  said:  -Unfortuna^. 
he  gave  no  position-  no  loca¬ 
tion,  no  name."  _ 

One  reason  that  the  stricken 
yacht  was  not  spotted  moneot 
Britain's  busiest 
channels  was  because  large 
vessels  tad  heeded  the 
warnings  and  tad  taken  shel¬ 
ter  from  the  storm,  whfle 
smaller  craft  had  not  put  to 

SeAstheBeneteauOceanis315 

raring  yadit.  en  route  from 
Me  tb  the  Hamble,  capped 
near  the  Needles  on  a  noton- 


^SLbSrf-Antxh^v^ 
flung  into  the  sea  but  re- 
&d  attached  to  the  yacht 
by  a  line.  His  body  was  later 

^PCM-SumWe  was  saved  six 
hours  after  the .yacht  ran 
aground.  ISO  yards  offshore. 

vSenhistorchbwmwass^ 

bv  Peter  and  Lindsay 
Mulford.  who  summoned 
help.  After  Mr  Humble  was 
picked  by  die  Cowes i  mdn* 
rescue  craft  Mrs  Mulford.  g. 
rook  him  home  and  wmPP®3 
him  in  blankets  wtae  he 
waited  for  the  ambulance. 

She  said:  “He  was  absolute¬ 
ly  soaking  and  freezing 1  and 
had  a  badly  ^bedhand-  He 
was  numb  with  snoot. 

An  air-sea  rescue  was 
launched  with  *e«»sigiMrd 
helicopter.  « 

five  coastguard  teams,  two 
BraS  two  bodies  w^ 
fog  lifejackets  with 
strips  were  spited,  diree 
quarters  of  a  mile  off  New 
town.  Both  were  taken  jo 


tnom  Both  were  uiacii 
Cowes  by  the  Calshot  UfebraL 
The  four  men  bad  chamred 
the  yacht  for  four  days  from 
Faiiview  Sailing  at  Hamble, 
Hampshire.  The  company 
<aid  ithad  been  reassured  th£ 
flu:  vessel  was  to/emainJ" 
inland  waters.  ‘There  w«*e 
severe  weather  warnings  from 
the  word  go.  It  ts^ousfey 
should  not  have  been  out. 
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Deadly 

danger 

WHEN  the  wind  is  blowing  al  r 
gale  force,  the  NeedlesChaa- 

Sl  where  Fairne*  1 'If** 
difficulty  is  <me  tte  most 
dangerous  stretches  of  water 
on  tite  SoufoCoast' 

With  Hurst  Castie  on  one 

sideandtheUleofW-igitOT 

the  other,  land  ts  dose  by, 

huee  seas  can  bujld  very 
quiddy.  creating 

had  as  anywhere  for  out  to 

S  Ihe-key  ^ 

channel,  *  which  Mam  -flic 


Land  may  be  dose  by  but 
ttwrNeedles  Channel  canbe  a 
stem  test  for  sailors,  reports 
Edward  Gorman,  Times 
sailing  correspondent 
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swept  overboMtL^^e  before  he  could  a®- 

’  plete  the 

eycy.b^ween  the  pe^csjuiu  ^  equipped  with  a 

wf  *** ^  waves.  TVjmtg  rtraitiomnE  system. 
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^Thedangcr  is  inoe^^ 

the  way  the 

steeply  on  either  siae  rharfier  vessel  unoa 

dSSetTothenortiiteew  Tmde  r^ulahor^ 

the  Shingles  Banked  to  the  2^hould  have  met 

south  the  Bridge  r«f.  ..  stringent-  safety  ftandf^ 

-n,»  crew  of  Fairview  whicn  waul**  fodude  Pas^^ 

stability  tests.  Amcnp  her 


jJJUlOVCiWU“« 

who  was  ^  atachrf  by  a 
.  harness  would  have  been,  tar 

enough:  The  vk5e?imotl,T>1^ 
flie  boat  would  be  a  lethal 

^^order  to 
charfer  vessel  under 

recubrnons 


The  crw 

appear  ohm  te«>  “^>8® 
enter  tiie  channel  from  tne 

west  with  a  very _  strong  fufl  range  oi  saievy 

gusty  following  wind-  ^  inchuUng  tiferaft,  bfeiac^®’ 

B^etiu^y  tagjg ■.  S^rST^badfuptta 
sideways  onto  make  a  mayday  call  butta 


vadrt  was  equips  — ~ 

s^flite  posituxung  sy^em. 
the  information  it  was 
him  would  have  been  no  use 
without  a  radio. 

For  sane  reason  he  did  not 

complete  the  «ns^sita 

with  foe  hand-held  VH^s*; 

Either  it  could  not  be  foimOtt 

did  not  work, 

had  it  in  his  pockrt  when  he 
'"^^potaman 
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was  amply  lomcted 

have  been  almost  impossible  _ _ 
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O  ^^teed  for  second 

not  located 


STS  Sb  H*  SL^of  me  MKpoton 

inventory  shouW  have b^a  Saflihg  aub>  which  is 

tasS  at  Mercury 

liferaft  lifoiadteis,  Hamble,  near  Southamp- 

has  about  500  members. 

The  dub  owns  two  cruising 
yachtl  a  Sadler  35  and  a 
Sadler  34,  and  members  on 
charter  them  for  crutseSvTta 
dub  is  also  a 

*~-^5.rimvrecoerused  sailing 
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Engteh  Channel 
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ivl  yacht  found  wim 
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‘“ThesldpiwotM'Xiid 

rhoueht  to  have  attesidea 
theory  classes  at  ^sailing 

S2luptoYaditmas®^ 

dard  and  had  M^Ple^  a 

qualification,  teadiir«_^^ 

sics  of  navigation  and  manag¬ 
ing  a  yadi1  in  inshore  waters. 
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and  his  dog 
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the  Nayy^  r^l^weapons 

S '«  ^mchester 


Bn  b^un  "spying  after  his 

Nato  documents  to  the  Soviet 

U  His  case,  and  dial  of 
ardHind^aorP^f^ 
led  to  the  «ton 

Stturity  Commission  headed 

he  took^ 
thenew  identity  as  David 
Brough  and  became  a 
respectable  soaety  and  vire 
.  of  torniemou* 

Conservative  Club. _ 

!  a  former  colleague,  and 
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Wanting  to  believe  is  not 

the  same  as  knowing. 
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The  nation  was  shocked  by  the  brutal  shooting  of  a  paperboy  who  had  interrupted  a  burglary 


Convictions  were  based 
on  one  man’s  confession 


Reports  by  Ioanna  Bale.  Adrian  Lee  and  Carol  Midgley 


PAPERBOY  Carl  Bridgewater 
was  shot  dead  after  apparent¬ 
ly  interrupting  a  burglary 
while  delivering  an  evening 
newspaper  at  an  isolated 
farmhouse.  He  arrived  at  Yew 
Tree  Farm,  Prestwood,  Staf¬ 
fordshire  at  about  420pm  on 
September  19. 1978  to  find  the 
door  ajar,  but  no  sign  of  the 
elderly  couple  who  lived  there. 
Carl  stepped  inside  to  leave 
the  paper  on  a  chair  and  was 
killed  by  a  single  shotgun 
blast  to  the  head. 

The  crime  shocked  the  na¬ 
tion  but  police  had  few  dues  to 
go  on.  Six  weeks  later,  armed 
robbers  threatened  an  old 
couple  at  another  isolated 
farmhouse  less  than  an  hour's 
drive  away  from  the  scene  of 


carl's  murder.  The  getaway 
car  belonged  to  a  girlfriend  of 
Vincent  Hickey,  a  25-year-old 
petty  criminal.  When  he  was 
arrested  for  that  burglary. 
Hickey.  having  won 
favourable  treatment  by  giv¬ 
ing  police  information  follow¬ 
ing  previous  robberies,  tried  a 
similar  trade-off.  He  implicat¬ 
ed  his  cousin  Michael  Hickey, 
17.  James  Robinson,  43.  arid 
Patrick  Molloy.  49,  who  had  a 
criminal  career  involving 
burglary. 

Robinson  had  been  in  and 
out  of  jail  for  much  of  his  life 
and  in  September  1978  had 
bought  a  shotgun  which  he 


had  used  in  a  robbery  in 
Birmingham.  One  of  his  ac¬ 
complices  was  Michael  Hick¬ 
ey. 

Both  admitted  the  robbery 
at  the  second  farm  but  strong¬ 
ly  denied  killing  CarL  Molloy. 
who  was  denied  access  to  a 
lawyer  for  ten  days,  at  first 
denied  the  murder  but  later, 
according  to  the  police;  con¬ 
fessed  and  signed  a  statement 
saying  he  had  been  upstairs  in 
Yew  Tree  Farm  searching  for 
antiques  when  he  heard  a 
shot.  On  running  downstairs, 
he  found  the  boy  dead  on  the 
sofa  in  the  living  room  with 
Robinson,  and  the  Hickey 


Convictions  undermined:  Patrick  Molloy.  who  died  in  prison,  Vincent  Hickey 
and  Michael  Hickey  may  now  be  cleared  of  the  killing 


cousins  standing  over  the 
body. 

The  •‘confession"  resulted  in 
Che  four  men  being. charged 
with  Carl's  murder.  There  was 
no  forensic  evidence  linking 
them  to  the  farm  and  neither 
the  vehicles  in  which  they 
allegedly  travelled  nor  die 
antiques  were  ever  found. 

Molloy  did  not  challenge 
the  confession  in  court,  having 
been  told  by  his  lawyers  that 
accusations  against  the  police 
would  reduce  his  chances  of 
convincing  the  jury  that  he  did 
not  kill  CarL  Nevertheless,  he 
was  found  guilty  of  man¬ 
slaughter  and  his  codefen¬ 
dants  of  murder  at  Stafford 
Crown  Court  in  1979. 

Vincent  Hickey  and  Robin¬ 
son  were  sentenced  to  life  with 
a  recommendation  that  they 
each  serve  25  years;  Michael 
Hickey  was  ordered  to  be 
detained  at  Her  Majesty V 
Pleasure  because  he  was 
under  17;  and  Molloy  was 
jailed  for  12  years. 

After  the  conviction,  Molloy 
retracted  his  confession,  he 
alleged,  had  been  beaten  out 
of  him  by  officers  from  die 
West  Midlands  Serious 
Crimes  Squad.  He  died  in  in 
1981  after  collapsing  at 
Gar  tree  prison. 

Since  then,  campaigners, 
including  Michael  Hickey's 
mother  Ann  Whelan,  have 
accumulated  a  dossier  of  in¬ 
formation  which,  they  claim, 
undermines  the  convictions. 


James  Robinson1  protests  his  innocence  at  Gartree  in  1993.  He  had  once  used  a  shotgun  in  a  robbety  - 

S SeS  ‘Killer’  refused  to  go  free 

evidence  that  the  men  "fl 

unless  his  name  was  dear 


At  least  five  witnesses,  several 
of  whom  were  prisoners  who  - 
received  remission,  have  re¬ 
tracted  evidence  that  the  men 
made  incriminating  remarks; 
and  four  linguistic  experts 
believe  the  Molloy  statement 
was  fabricated. 

In  1987.  Douglas  Hurd,  then 
#Home  Secretary,  examined 
fresh  evidence  and  referred 
the  case  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal  Brian  Sin  ton.  who 
testified  at  the  trial  that  Mich¬ 
ael  Hickey  had  admitted  the 
murder  In  a  shower  room  at 
Winson  Green  prison  con¬ 
firmed  that  he  had  made. up 
the  story. 

Michael  Howard  ordered  a 
second  appeal  because  evi¬ 
dence  that  fingerprints  not 
linked  to  the  men  were  found 
on  Carl’s  bicyde  was  not 
disclosed  at  the  trial 


MICHAEL  HICKEY  was  17 
when  he  was  convicted  and 
would  have  been  freed  an 
parole  two  years  ago.  had  he 
chosen  to  apply  for  it.  Instead, 
he  rejected  pleas  from  his 
mother,  Ann  Whelan,  and  his 
lawyer,  Jim  Nichol.  to  fight  to 
dear  his  name  from  outside 
prison. 

Hickey's  mental  health  has 
been  poor-and  he.  has  spent 
much  of  his  time  at  Ashworth, 
the  secure  mental  unit  on 
Merseyside,  and  on  medi¬ 
cation. 

In  1981,  he  mounted  a  roof¬ 
top  protest  with  his  cousin 
Vincent  at  Long  Lanin  prison 
In  Hereford  and  Worcester, 
claiming  that  Hubert  Spencer, 
an  early  suspect  was  Carl's 
killer.  He  spent  three  months 


in  solitary  confinement  as  a 
punishment 

At  Gartree;  daring  the  win¬ 
ter  of  1983-84,  he  staged 
another  rooftop  protest  over  89 
days. 

James  Robinson,  aged  45  at 
the  time  of  the  trial  was  a 
small-time  crook  who  had 
taken  part  in  two  armed 
robberies.  He  owned  the  shot¬ 
gun  used  in  the  second  form- 
house  robbery  winch  led-  die 
police  to  Vincent  Hickey. 

He  mounted  an  82-day  roof¬ 
top  protest  at  Gartree  prison 
in  1993  after  Kenneth  Clarke, 
then  Home  Secretary,  an¬ 
nounced  thatfre  was  dedining 
to  send  the  case  bade  to  the 


Court  of  Appeal.  Now  64,  the 
father  of  six  is  married  to 
Theresa,  his  solicitor's  secre¬ 
tary  at  the  1989  appeaL 
,  Vincent  Hickey,  who  was  25 
when  he  was  imprisoned,  had 
convictions  for  theft  and 
assault  He  has  never  been 
forgiven  by  the  others  for. 
implicating  them. 

As  well  as  a  rooftop  protest 
with  his  cousin  at  Long  Lartin. 
he  has  been  on  at  least  four 
hunger  strikes.  One  of  them, 
at  Parkhurst  on  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  lasted  44  days  in 
1987. 

Pat  Molloy,  who  died  in  jail 
in  1981.  was  married  with  five 
children.  He  had. worked  as  a 
carpet-layer  before  turning  to 
burglary.  He  had  been  impris¬ 
oned  five  times. 


last  3  a 


lasted 
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■  September  18,  18 78:  Carl  Bridgewater, 
13,  killed  at  Yew  Tree  Farm. 

■  December  11:  Molloy  "confesses”  having . 
gone  with  three  others  to  burgle  form. 

■  November  9,  1979:  Michael  Hickey,  - 
Vincent  Hickey,.  Robinson  and  Molloy  con¬ 
victed  of  kiffing  CarL 

■  .feme  12 1981:  Mofloy  dies  in  jaQ. 

■  December:  Lord  Lana,  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
refuses  leave  to  appeal. 

■  February  1883:  Hickeys  stage  rooftop 
protest  at  Long  Lartin  prison. 

■  November:  Michael  Hickey  starts  80-day 
rooftop  protest  at  Gartree  prison. 

■  October  15  1987:  Douglas  Hurd,  Home 
Secretary,  refers  case  to  Court  of  Appeal 

■  March  17 1989:  appeal  dismissed.  - ; 

■  October  1991:  Kenneth  Baker,  Home 
Secretary,  announces  new  police  inquiry. 

■  1992:  Timothy  O'Malley,  trial  pay  foreman, 
expresses  doubts  about  r‘ confession". 

■  February  1983:  Kenneth  Clark,  Home 
Secretary,  rejects  fresh  referral  to  Court  of 
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■  June  1993:  O'Malley  says  he  believes  all 
four  men  innocent 

■  June  1994;  solicitors  for  the  men  put 
forward  fresh  petition  caIBng  for  Court  of 
Appeal  referral. 

■  October  1995:  Michael  Hickey  toms  down 
offer  of  parole  because  he  says  ha  wants  to 
leave  prison  with  his  name  cleared. 

■  December:  Michael  Howard,  Home  Sec¬ 
retary,  refuses  appeal  referral. 

■  April  1998:  Michael  Chance,  prosecution 
official,  expresses  “deep  concern"  war 
withholding  of  crucial  evidence. 

■  July  2&  Michael  Howard  announces 
referral  to  Court  of  Appeal 


THE  qoasbing  af  t be  convictions  would  re¬ 
open  painful  wounds  for  Carl  Bridgewater's 
parents;  Brian  and  Janet,.. who  have  attacked 
previous,  attempts,  to  free  the  men.  Mr 
Bridgewater  said  last  year.  They  have  had  all 
tfaechanoes  in  the  world.  Carl  bad  none:  What 
others  seem  to  be  trying  to  do  is  to  try  an  old 
case  with  new  laws.'1 

Mr  Bridgewater,  an  engineer  from 
Wordsley,  West  Midlands,  refused  to  discuss 
the  case  for  many  years  but  the  couple  were 
angered  by  a  Rough  Justice  television 
programme  that  questioned  the  convictions. 
He  said:  “Of  eonrse  it  stirs  up  painful 
memories.  We  have  kept  quiet  about  this  for 
years,  through  all  the  appeals  and  production 
of  so-called  new  evidence,  because  we  did  not 
want  to  get  inolved  in  public  rows.  But . 
something  finally  has  to  be.  sahL 

“Just  occasfonaDyyoa  can’t  help  hut  wonder 
what  tiie  boy  would  be  doing  now.  You  can 
never  get  over  something  like  this  and  you 
can’t  describe  what  it  does  to  yon.  We  were 
convinced  at  the  time  tint  those  men  did  it 
■  Nothing  since  has  rhangwl  ear  minds.” 

Support  for  the  Bridgewater  Four  from 
celebrities  including  Ben-  ENon  and  JQl 
Morrefl  has  also  upset  the  Bridgewaters. 
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Spotlight  is  turned  back 
on  convicted  murderer 
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A  DECISION  to  quash  the 
convictions  would  again  cast 
suspicion  on  a  convicted  killer 
who  has  been  Linked  with  the 
Bridgewater  murder  for  more 
than  17  years. 

Hubert  Spencer  served  14 
years  of  a  life  sentence  for 
shooting  dead  a  former.  Hu¬ 
bert  Wilkes,  during  an  argu¬ 
ment  at  a  house  naif  a  mQe 
away  from  Yew  Tree  Farm  13 
months  after  Carl's  murder. 

Mr  wnkes*  body  was  found 
sitting  uprighr  on  a  settee  — 
the  same  position  in  which 
Carrs  body  was  discovered. 
The  conversation  before  the 
murder  of  Wilkes,  70.  was 
about  the  Bridgewater  case. 
Mr  Spencer,  an  ambulance 
officer  who  owned  guns  and 
knew  Carl,  gave  himself  up 
minutes  after  Wilkes'  murder 
but  has  repeatedly  denied 
involvement  in  the  Bridgewa¬ 
ter  case.  He  also  had  an  alibi 
Barbara  RieboM,  an-  ambu¬ 
lance  secretary,  said  he  was  on 


□  Zaire,  Burundi  and  Rwan¬ 
da  are  former  Belgian  territo¬ 
ries,  not  French,  as  wrongly 
stated  in  an  introduction  to 
Tran  Stacey's  artide  on  Febru¬ 
ary  IS.  The  error,  which 
ocaired  in  editing,  was  not 
that  of  the  author. 

□  Satellite  (not  digital)  li¬ 
cences  are  available  from  the 
Radio  Authority  (artide,  Inter¬ 
face.  February  19).  There  is  a 
fee  of  £250  and  an  annual 
charge  of  £1320  for  a  five-year 
satellite  licence. 


duty  at  Corbett  Hospital. 
Stourbridge.  West  Midlands, 
at  the  time  of  the  newspaper 
boy's  murder -However,  the 
relevant  records  had  vanished 
when  detectives  visited  the 
hospital. 

After  his  conviction1  for  the 
Wilkes  lulling  in  June  1980. 
graffiti  appeared. on  railway- 
bridges  near  his  former  borne 
saying  “Spencer  killed  Carl". 


Paul  Foot  the  investigative 
journalist  also  named  him  as 
the  possible  killer  in  his  book 
Murder  at  the  Farm  in  1986. 

Mr  Spencer  has  also  written 
.a  book  about  his  experience, 
which  he  is  attempting  to  have 
published.  “I  did  not  murder 
Carl.  Supporters  of  the  four 
men"  convicted  for  the’  crime 
have  turned  me  into  a  scape¬ 
goat  for  their,  rightful  convic- 
.  dons.  I  have  the  evidence  to 
prove  iit  —  but  I  should  ua* 
have  to.”  ™ 


You  are  invited  to  a 
unique  occasion. . . 


A  gala  charity  screening  of  ALFRED  HTTCHCOCK’S 

E 


Enjoy  the  lovingly  restored 
classic  in  70mm  and  DTS. 
digital  sound  in  the 
presence  of  the  film's 
star  -  KIM  NOVAK 

Tickets:  £25  arid  £15 

Phone  0171-836  0691  for  credit  card  bookings  . 
6.45pm,  Thursday  27  February,  1997 
^wniwe  Cinema,  St  Martin’s  Lane,  London 
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By  Russell  Jenkins  and  Stewart  TteN»tER 
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A  DISTURBED,  gun  enthusi¬ 
ast  who  fantasised  about  a 
Hungerford-style  shooting  in 
aWelsh  spa  town  was  jailed 
for  four  and  a  half  years  for 
drugs  and  firearms  offences 
yesterday  at  Caernarvon 
Lrown  Court,  north  Wales. 

Jason  Curtis,  28,  from  Uart- 
anndod  Wells,  Powys,  wrote  a 
four-page  account  of  a  recur¬ 
ring  dream  where  he  shot  the 
pcdice  officers  he  blamed  for 
•wing  his  gun  licence  two 
years  earlier,  Curtis,  an  unem¬ 
ployed  loner  who  sold  ,  canna¬ 
bis  and  experimented  with 
LSD  laced  with  rat  poison, 
then  described  how  he  would 
walk  through  the  streets  of  the 
town  shooting,  killing  and 
maiming  passers-by,  the  spree 
ending  with  bis  death  in  a 
shootout  with  police. 

Mr  Justice  Mance, '  who 
described  the.  document  as 
“truly  horrific",  said  what  had 
given  most  cause  for  concern 
was  Curtis’s  representiori  of 
himself  as  a  serial  killer  of 
police  "against  whom  you 
apparently  bear  a  grudge". 

Curtis  had  pleaded  guilty  to 
four  firearms  charges,  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  possession  of  a 
pump-action  shotgun,  rifle 
parts  and  ammunition,  in¬ 
cluding  home-made  "hollow 
point"  shells  and  a  silencer, 
and  drug  charges  including 
possession  of  cannabis  nidi 
intent  to  supply  and  posses¬ 
sion  of  LSD.  Curtis  was  given 
27  months  each  for  the  drugs 
and  firearms  charges,  to  run 
consecutively. 

Dyfed-Powys  Police  were 
convinced  last  night  that  heir 
action  had  averted  a  potential 
massacre.  They  acted  on  the 
advice  of  a  clinical-  psycholo¬ 
gist  who  said  Curtis  possessed 
the  characteristics  of  a  spree 
..  killer  like  Michael  Ryan,  the 
vfc  Hungerford  gunman. 

Keith  Ttimer,  Dyfed-Povvys 
assistant  chief  constable,  said: 
"The  drugs  and  access  to 
drugs  really  does  frighten  the 
life  out  of  me.  Who  knows 
what  an  individual  hallucinat¬ 
ing  from  such  abuse  would  be 
capable  of.  If  be  had  not 
stopped  we  could  have  had 
another  Hungerford. "  . 

Curtis,  who  took  to  dealing 
in  drugs  after  hiS' was1 
machine  repair  business 
lapsed;  has  spent 


;  Curtis:  fantasised  about 
|  shooting  policemen 

i  ■  ■■  _  •  -. 

’months  in  custody,  mostly  is 
•Ashworth-  special  hospital, 
jawaiting  sentencing.  He  has 
; undergone  numerous  psychi¬ 
atric,  examinations  but.  the 
court  was  told.- each  medical 
-inquiry  concluded,  to  a  greater 
;or  lesser  extent,  that  he  was 
)not  a  suitable  case  for  treat¬ 
ment  at  a  secure  hospital 
Curtis  became  involved 
with  weapons  and  violence 
while  a  child.  At  the  age  of  14 
he  exhibited  a  drawing  in  a 
focal  show  depicting  a  panora¬ 
ma  of  murders.  When  police 
found  foe  drawingyears  later 
Curtis  had  written  “DEATH" 
in  large  letters  on  foe  bade 
!  He  was  bam  in  Sheffield 
but  spent  most  of  his  child¬ 
hood  in  Btiflfh  Weils.  His 
iferaily  moved  to  Llandrindod 
Wells  and  Curtis  went  into  foe 
family  business  of  repairing 
‘washing machines.  Hismoth- 
,er  and  father  separated,  his 
father  retired  and  Curtis  ran 
.the  business  until  if  collapsed 
in  1995. 

•  The  father  had  a  firearms 
licence  and  his  .son  also  ac¬ 
quired  one.  Curtis  fospt  an 
{array  of  firearms  equipment 
including  a  shoulder  holster 
which  figured  in  his  fantasy, 
pamphlets  and  books. 

The  court  was  fofd  that 
Curtis  was  picked  up  last  year 
on  a  routine  check.  Police 
found  22  cannabis  plants  amid 
.W  “ettraordinaiy  quantity"  of 
{ammunition  and  gun  compo¬ 
nents,  all  held  flleg ally. 

Ccfrtisr'foe  court  was  told, 
had  sbdt^t  the  Abbeycwcohir 
eight  ‘  .dub  and  became  unofficial 
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The  collection  of  firearms  that  police  found  at 
Curtis's  home  after  stopping  him.  in  a  routine  chedc 


rned  bad 
murderei 


By  Stewart  Tendler,  crime  correspondent 
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JASON  CURTIS’S  fantasy 'of 
revenge  on  the  police  who 
robbed  him  of  his  beloved 
guns  terrified  the  officers  who 
found  the  four-page  account of 
his  plans  for  a  killing  spree  in 
foe  town  in  which  he  lived. 
The  racy  style,  crude  spelling 
and  punctutatian  mistakes 
could  not  hide  Curtis’s  anger 
and  violence. 

After  the  document  was 
discovered  in  personal  com- 
pifcr.  Curtis  told  police  that 
he  nad  written  ft  in  1995  when 
he  decided  to  record  the  derails 
of  a  dream  he  had  every  week 

The  story  begins:  "It  was 
warm  sunny  morning  on  the 
8th  July  and  foe  people  of 
Llandrindod  Wells  went  in 
their  normal,  merry  way . . .  no 
one  would  have  guessed  of  foe 
holocaust  to  come. 

"He  thought  of  aD  foe  great 
times  he  had  shooting  with  his 
dogs,  all  that  freedom  Mid 
fresh  air  but  how  he  felt 
trapped  Hkeawildanimalor  a 
coifed  spring  watting  ©  be  set 


free,  released  ...  Somebody  is 
going  to  have  to  pay.  He 
waited  to  his  window  and 
looted  but.  Thais  who.  Those 
•  bastardsjout  there,  every 
'body."  • 

■  He  arms,  himself  with- two 
pistds  and  over  200  rounds  of 
ammunition  including  hollow 
points  he  had  made  for  hunt¬ 
ing  but  jaow  “were  to  be  used 
for  hunting  the  enemy". 

At  the  police  station  he  asks 
to  see  his  first  victim.  As 
Officer  A  comes  out  he  is 
greeted  by  “Jason"  and  fear 
shows  on  his  face  as  foe 
gunman  takes  aim.  “Jason 
gripped  foe  pistol  with  both 
hands  and  fired  twice  at  foe 
large  man's  fece." 

More  officers  are  lolled 
before  “Jason*  goes  out  into 
die  town  and  turns  his  gun  on 
men.  women  and  children. 
“Jason"  walks  home  and 
opens  foe  windows-  to  gate 
down  atthe  total  mass  panic. 
Then  as  police  begin  to  gather 
he  reloads  Hs  gun. 


CAR  INSURANCE 


for  the 

„  lowest 

premium 


FREE 

with  every  quote 


armourer.  By  1994  he  lad  fore 
shotguns,  four  automatic  pis¬ 
tols,  three  revolvers  and  two 
rifles.  He  lost  his  licence  after 
an  argument  with  a  police 
officer  who  had  visited  him  to 
question  him  about  an 
appiiction  to  increase  his  col¬ 
lection.  Curtis  told  the  officer 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  shoot 
any  burglar  trying  to  steal 
guns. 

Jonathan  Austin,  for  the 
defence,  told  the:  court  that 
Curtis  was  not  obsessive  about 
guns  and  meant  no  harm 
either  to  the  police  or  foe 
public.  He  complained  that 
foe  police  had  briefed  the 
press  on  the  contents  of  the 
document  and  that  ft  bad  been 
denied  to  the  defence.  He  said 
the  case  had  "snowballed"  out 
of  proportion  to  foe  offences. 

The  police  were,  so  con¬ 
cerned  by  the  threat  posed  by 
Curtis  that  the  three  officers 
named  in  the  fantasy  have 
been  offered  counselling  and  a 
transfer. 


Mother  launches 
magazine  to  help 
boys  to  be  boys 


By  Paul  Wilkinson 


Boys’ own:  Christine  Cubitt  and  her  youngest  son  Edward,  seven,  with  the  new 
magazine  she  produced  after  her  sons  complained  about  a  lack  of  reading  matter 


A  MOTHER  is  bundling  her 
own  glossy  magazine  for  boys 
today,  after  her  young  sons 
complained  there  was  noth¬ 
ing  on  the  market  for  that 
difficult  age  when  a  chap  is 
too  old  just  for  children's 
comics  and  too  young  for 
men’s  lifestyle  guides. 

Under  foe  name  Boys  1st, 
Christine  Cubftfs  publication 
indudes  entertainment,  com¬ 
ic-scrip  adventures  and  gener¬ 
al-interest  articles.  There  wfll 
be  girls  but  no  sex.  unlike  the 
more  controversial  publica¬ 
tions  for  pre-teen  females. 

Mrs  Cubbitt,  39,  of  Eldwi  ck. 
near  Bingley,  West  Yorkshire, 
is  a  former  secretory  and  PA 
whose  only  previous  experi¬ 
ence  of  magazine  production 
was  a  desk-top  publishing 
course.  She  said:  The  boys 
had  their  comics  and  football 
mags  but,  unlike  the  girls' 
market  which  is  saturated. 
there  was  nothing  of  general 
interest  for  the  eight  to  13- 
yearold- 

“I  wanted  something  that 
would  entertain  them  but 
educate  them  too.  Boys  are 
notoriously  bad  readers,  so  it 


had  to  be  presented  in  a 
fashion  they  could  accept'1 

The  £1.60  monthly  maga¬ 
zine  is  put  together  on  her 
home  computer  before  going 
for  processing  in  Leeds.  Her 
three  sons  James.  H.  Robert 
9.  and  Edward.  7.  act  as 
editorial  consultants.  James 
appears  on  the  front  cover. 
Her  husband,  David,  who 
runs  a  financial  services  busi¬ 
ness,  helps  out  and  her  moth¬ 
er  keeps  the  books. 

Today’s  20-page  first  edi¬ 
tion  includes  a  cartoon  strip 
on  a  boy  who  becomes  a 
superhero  to  fight  computer- 
created  villains,  and  a  Fam¬ 
ous  Five-type  serial  about 
four  children  who  discover 
gold  in  a  Cumbrian  mine. 
There  is  an  interview  with 
Nidi  Parkes,  the  creator  of 
Wallace  and  Gromit,  and  a 
science  page.  The  material  is 
produced  by  a  team  of  outside 
contributors.  A  general-know¬ 
ledge  competition  offers  a 
chance  to  win  a  set  of  chib 
dren’s  encyclopedias. 

"My  sons  think  it’s  bril¬ 
liant,"  she  said.  "But  they 
would,  wouldn’t  they?" 
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Health 


more 


harm  than  good,  say  experts 


MASS  health  screening  pro- 
health) 


grammes  may  harm  healthy 
people  while  helping  only  a 
few  who  are  sick,  experts  say. 

Being  wrongly  identified  as 
a  sufferer  from  a  disease  —  a 
"false  positive"  result  —  or 
alerted  to  a  potential  risk  can 
cause  high  levels  of  anxiety 
which  remain  even  after  sub¬ 
sequent  testing  has  shown  no 
sign  of  the  condition,  research 
has  shown. 

Screening  tests  for  condi¬ 
tions  ranging  from  breast 
cuncer  to  foetal  abnormalities 
are  under  scrutiny  by  the 
NHS  Technology  Assessment 
Programme  to  ensure  they 


The  negative  psychological  effects  of  screening  must  be  balanced 
against  the  benefits,  say  two  researchers.  Jeremy  Laurance  reports 


to  health 
may  then 


give  value  for  money,  Earijw 
this  month,  the  programme 
rejected  prostate  cancer 
screening  because  there  was 
no  evidence  that  early  treat¬ 
ment  improved  survival. 

Writing  in  the  British  Medi¬ 
cal  Journal.  Dr  Sarah  Stewart 
Brown  and  Dr  Andrew  Farm¬ 
er.  of  the  Health  Services 
Research  Unit  at  Oxford  Univ¬ 
ersity.  say  that  screening  pro¬ 
grammes  affect  a  large 


number  of  people  in  order  to 
benefit  a  few.  "A  small  adverse 
effect  on  quality  of  life  ... 
could  have  an  impact  on  the 
public  health  which  outweighs 
any  gain."  they  say. 

Checking  blood  pressure  at 
work  may  make  people  less 
healthy,  as  those  with  high 
readings  tend  to  be  off  sick 
more  and  have  greater  anxiety 
even  though  they  require  no 
treatment  Cholesterol  testing 


may  also  send  people  to  an 
early  grave.  Men  who  know 
they  are  at  high  risk  of  dying 
of  heart  disease  may  be  more 
inclined  to  take  other  risks. 
This  has  been  suggested  as  a 
reason  why  studies  of  choles¬ 
terol  testing  have  shown  a 
decrease  in  deaths  from  heart 
disease  but  an  increase  in  tonal 
deaths. 

Some  people  view  a  good 
screening  result  as  rendering 


them  immune 
risks.  Screening 

dwwnto^^free  of  cancer  or 
with  low  cholesterol  become 
resistant  to  health  advice  and 
continue  to  smoke  or  eat  high- 
fat  diets. 

Before  new  screening  pro¬ 
grammes  are  introduced,  the 
benefits  of  a  small  increase  in 
■  life  expectancy  or  red  union  in 
disability  for  a  small  number 
of  people  have  to  be  balanced 
against  the  range  of  harmful 
psychological  effects  which 
might  emerge  among  those 
screened.  Dr  Stewart-Brown 
and  Dr  Fanner  say.  . 


Benefit  should  overcome  psychological  fears 


HAVING  worked  in  screening  at  Bupa 
for  25  years,  1  know  the  problems,  but 
the  medical  advantages  it  offers  should 
not  be  obscured. 

Health  screening  programmes  are' 
more  difficult  to  establish  successfully 
in  the  NHS  and  public  sector  generally 
than  they  are  in  occupational  health 
schemes  or  in  private  medicine,  where 
patient  compliance  is  better.  The 
problems  of  translating  the  benefits 
derived  by  individuals  who  have  paid 
for  their  screening  themselves  or 
through  employers  to  the  population  . 
ar  Jarpe  are  considerable. 

it  is  undeniable  that  early  diagnosis 
and  the  time-consuming  but  regular 
medical  consultations  available  as  a 
result  of  screening  contribute  to  the 
disparity  in  health  care  between  die 
rich  and  the  poor.  That  disparity  is  a 
good  reason  to  spend  more  on.  and 
improve,  the  NHS  but  not  a  reason  to 
disparage  competent  health  screening. 

The  argument  put  forward  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  that  the 


Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 


anxiety  experienced  by  a  small  number 
of  patients  because  of  the  fear  of 
screening,  and  the  apprehension 
which  they  might  feel  while  awaiting 
results,  should  be  given  preference 
over  "the  benefits  of  a  small  increase  in 
fife  expectancy,  or  a  reduction  in 
disability,  of  a  small  number  of  people" 
is  unsupportable. 

That  a  life  should  be  sacrificed 
because  a  small  minority  of  people  are 
pathologically  frightened  of  doctors 
and  medical  tests  would  find  little 
favour  with  those  whose  breast  cancer 
was  found  by  the  time  when  it  could 


have  been  successfully  removed, 
whose  stroke  or  coronary  thrombosis 
was  averted  by  judicious  numbers, 
whose  diabetes  was  dealt  with  before 
their  sight,  heart  arteries  and  periph¬ 
eral  nerves  were  destroyed,  or  even 
with  those  whose  depression  was 
treated  before  marriages  were  de¬ 
stroyed  and  suicide  was  contemplated. 

Nor  would  the  patient  whose  cancer 
of  the  lung  could  have  been  protected 
in  time,  but  wasnx  be  recondied  to  an 
early  death  because  he.  or  increasingly 
she,  was  not  X-rayed  lest  a  sense  of 
false  security  encouraged  them  to 


continue  smoking.  The  risk  of  lung 
cancer  from  smoking  continues  for 
many  years  after  the  last  cigarette: : 

Efforts  to  improve  the  health  of  the 
overwhelming  majority  who  are  psy¬ 
chologically  well  balanced  should  not 
be  hindered  by  anxieties  over  the 
frailty  of  a  small  minority.  Better,  and 
less  frightening,  ways  of  screening  this 
minority  should  be  sought. . 

The  report  in  the  BMJ  concludes  we 
need  to  know  the  social  and  psycholog¬ 
ical  cost  of  screening  before  deciding 
whether  individual  screening  pro¬ 
grammes  should  or  should  not  be 
provided.  What  we  as  doctors  need  to 
know  fe  whether  patients’  health  and 
life  expectancy  would  be  improved  if 
they  were  to  have  the  test,  and  we 
should  seek  ways  of  so  motivating 
them  that  they  attended  regularly: 

The  political  and  social  implications 
which  are  raised  by  screening  will 
have  to  be  solved  by  the  politicians, 
working  with  medical  advice,  and  are 
not  the  primary  concern  of  the  doctor. 
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Tracey  and  Ian.  Walton  at.  the  High  Court.  Below,  Mr  Walton’s  verse 


Poets’  union  says  sorry  for  . 
‘vanity’  jibe  at  publisher 


By  Alan  Hamilton 
and  Audrey  Magee 


A  FEW  LINES  FROM  THE  VICTOR 


NOT  gods,  nor  men,  nor  even 
booksellers,  have  put  up  with 
poets  being  second-rate,  wrote 
Horace.  Yesterday  the  Poetry 
Society  paid  dearly  for  sug¬ 
gesting  that  a  publisher  took 
money  to  put  up  with  unpub¬ 
lishable  verse. 

The  society,  the  nearest 
thing  poor  struggling  creators 
ofverwteveto  a  trade  union, 
was  forced  to  make  an  unre¬ 
served  High  Court  apology 
for  suggesting  that  a  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire  publishing  house 
accepted  payment  from  poets 
to  issue  work  which  would 
never  otherwise  see  the  light 
of  day. 

In  a  statement  read  out  in 
court  the  society;  founded  In 
1909,  said  that  allegations 
published  in  the  spring  1995 
edition  ofits  quarterly  journal 
were  wholly  unjustified  and 
without  foundation.  In  an 
article  entitled  "Vanity  Press¬ 
es  and  Dodgy  Competitions", 
the  magazine  had  claimed 
that  Forward  Press,  a  Peter¬ 
borough-based  publisher,- 
was  involved  in  so^alted  van¬ 
ity  publishing,  where  authors 


Smalt  committees  locked  in  smoke-filled  rooms 
Would  tell  iche  nation's  writers  only  they ' 

Can  judge  their  work  and  only  they  can  say 
which  poems  should  be  published 
Which  should  not. 


But  poetry,  at  last,  has  won  the  day. 

Jt.is  for  all  and  not  for  an  elite. 

They  tried  to  guard  their  sanctum  but  they  lost 
The  fight,  and  now  can  bear  the  cost 


paid  publishers  to  print  tfaeir 
work.  instead  of  the  other  way  . 
round,  which  is  the  usual 
'arrangement 

The  article  further  accused  ' 
Ian  Walton,  founder  of  For¬ 
ward  Press  and  himself  a 
poet  of  having  no  interest  in 
literature.  The  society  agreed 
to  pay  the  £58,000  legal  costs 
incurred  by. Forward  Press, 
which  has  60  employees  and  a 
£1_2  million  ajmiiaT turnover,' ‘ ' 
in  bringing  the  action. 

Mr  Walton  arid  ;hts  .&ife 
Tracey,  co-owners of  QtnWz&d 
Press,  claimed  that  tbcirbusir-  - 
ness  had  floundered  After  the 
article  in  Poetry  News.  They 
said  ft  was  a  slur  On  the 70,000 
mainly  unknown  poets  whose 
work  featured  in  the  1,000 


by  die 


tides  published 
company. 

Roger  McGough,  the  fairly  J* A 

pH-lmraim  nfiot  whn  frKft  to 


well-known  poet  who  tried  to  \ 
mediate  in  the  dispute,  said 
last  night  "It  was  a  rather  sad 
state  of  affairs.  The  wfadle 
thing  has  cost  the  Poetry 
Society  a  lot  of  money.  I  think 
Forward  Press  went  too  far  on 
the  issued ' 

After  the  tearing,  Mr  Wal¬ 
ton  Said  that  the  court  ruling 
was  a  victory  for  the  punter 
poet oypx^uobby  elitism  He 
could  not,-  however. 4  resist 
composmgaverseonttespot 
for  The  Times  to  mark-  the 
occasion. 

As  Horace  also  wrote,  you 
have  to  put  up  with  a  lot  to 
please  poets.  ' 


Y 


Prawns  and  oysters  are  best  buy 
as  gales  hit  deep-water  fishing 


GALES  have  affected  supplies 
of  fish  this  week  and  prices 
have  risen,  but  supplies  of 
shellfish  are  little  affected  so 
mussels,  at  aboui  £2  ?.5  for  a 
2kg  bag.  or  oysters,  from  35p 
to  45p  each,  are  a  good  buy 
(Robin  Young  writes). 

Scallops  are  currently  in 
excellent  condition  and  avail¬ 
able  in  large  sizes.  Prawns, 
about  £230  a  pound  tor  fro¬ 
zen.  shell-on  varieties,  are  a 
best  buy  and  oil-rich  fish  such 
as  Scottish  mackerel,  at  about 
£1.50  a  pound.  Advertised 
promotions  include 
Asia:  diced  turkey  thigh  £253  kg. 
pock  shoulder  EZ49  kg.  rump 
steak  £7.49  kg.  small  avocados  I9p 
each,  green  seedless  grapes  79p  Ita. 
Budgens:  whole  fresh  chicken 
£3.99  for  1.9kg.  cod  fillets  E234  lb. 
large  eggs  f^p  for  six,  unsmoked 
Dutch  back  bacon  rashers  £LS9  for 
4Q0g. 

Co-op  fCWSk  stewing  steak  £299 
kg.  parsnips  -top  for  50Qg.  Danish 
Blue  E1.99  lb.  Cox  apples  89p  kg. 
rich  roast  coffee  granules  99p. 
Dcwhant  topside/sOvers  ide/  top 
rump  £1.99  lb.  back  bacon  99p  for 


£3.99  for  12  cod  roe  E2M  lb,  kiwi 
fruit  55p  for  eight,  plums  79p  ih, 
Cox  apples  3Sp  lb. 

Safeway:  pork  chops  £3.99  for 
eight  (9002}.  fresh  chicken  £439 
for  227  kg.  celery  45p  pack, 
parsnips  35p  lb,  cantaloupe  mel¬ 
ons  £129  each,  white  seedless 
grapes  99p  lb. 

Sainsbmyk:  Wet  steak  E13JB  kg. 
boneless  pork  teg  joints  £332  kg. 
smoked  salmon  E6.65  for  400g. 
Little  Gem  lettuce  sip  for  two, 
white  seedless  grapes  99p  lb. 
Somerfidd:  boneless  pork  loin 
steaks  £6.15  kg.  salmon  steaks 


£6.61  kg.  rump  steak  £7.42  kg, 
gammon  ham  69p  Mb,  leeks  59p 


tb,  potatoes  89p  far  Skg.  cantaloupe 
melons  EL39  each. 


Tescor  beef  forerib  £429  kg,  bone¬ 
less  leg  of  pork  £299 kg.  half  leg  of 
lamb  £5,79  kg.  sprats  69p  lb.  raw 
peeled  tiger  prawns  £139  \«Ux 
leeks  49p  lb.  now  potatoes  19p  lb. 
Ccr  apples  48p  lb. 

Waifrose  poussin  £239  for  SOOg. 
komta/Chinese/Thai  stir  fries 
£1.09  each,  spinach  79p  for  250g. 
baby  onions  79p  for  200g,  root 
ginger  99p  Da.  carte  provencale 
£135  for410g. 


Hurrods:  chicken  and  bacon  pies 
£239  small  or  E4.49  large,  pan¬ 
cakes  with  tomato  and  dieddar 
cheese  or  spinach  and  ricotia  £1.99 
each. 

loetaodL-  skinless  chicken  breast 
tUkc  £6.49  for  13kg.  dry  cure  lack 
bacon  0,49  for  I98g.  king  prawn 

ring  E4.OT  for  34Dg.  baby  carrots 

09pfbr907g- 

Kwik  Save  red  salmon  halves 
£123  for  2i3g.  garden  peas  24p  for 
300g,  cut  pm  beans  28p  far  290g. 
Sugar  Pu/fs  £139  for  450g. 

Marks  ft  Spencer,  low-fox  veg¬ 
etable  Indian  meal  EL99for454g, 
Chinese  menu  for  two  £4.99  pack, 
chicken  breast  portions  £339  for 
four,  twin-pack  lemon  chicken 
£4-98  for  2  x  340g.  creamy  potato 
gratia  £1.49  for  454g. 

Morrisons:  frying  .  steak/ fop- 
side/stlverside  E2J9  lb.  oysters 
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Can  Ashdown  find  more  than  a  niche 


The  central  paradox  of  the 
general  election  is  that  while 
a  majority  of  voters  want  a 
change  of  government,  many  do 
not  believe  it  will  make  a  real 
difference  to  theii  lives.  Any  gov¬ 
ernment  would  have,  limited  free¬ 
dom  of  manoeuvre  on  economic . 
and  social  policy.  So  is  the  choice 
Tor  voters  merely  between  an 
experienced  though  stale  team  and 
an  inexperienced  through  fresh 
team  —  a  change  of  management 
rather  than  of  policies? 

Of  course,  the  main  parties 
disagree  sharply  over  the  constitu¬ 
tion.  as  yesterday's  Commons,  de¬ 
bate  showed.  But  I  doubt  if  Tony 


Blair  will  be  able  to  sustain  his 
current  line  about  notredurihg  the 
number  of  Scottish  MPs  at  West¬ 
minster  and  of  altering  toe;  tradi¬ 
tional  convention  of  having  the 
detailed  examination  of  any  devo¬ 
lution  Bill  an  the  floor  of  the 
Commons:  and  instead -having  it 
upstairs  in  a  smaller  standing 
committee.  That  almost  invites  the 
Lords  to  put.  forward  wrecking 
amendments.  .  ■' 

Labour  is  tom  between  grand 
rhetorical  statements  about  the 
need  for'  a  change;  .as  in  the 
peroration  to  Mr  Blair's'  speech 
yesterday,  and  its  “don’t  frighten 
the  voters'*  caution  over  policy 


details.  Labour  has  this  year  nar¬ 
rowed  or  eliminated  differences 
noth  the  Government  on  taxes, 
public  spoiding  and,  now,  the 
single  currency  to  remove  possible 
electoral  vulnerability.  The  liberal 
Democrats  axe  trying  to  exploit 

Labour's  risk-averse  approach  — 
“warm  words,  vague  promises  and 
woolly  evasions",  as  its  Priorities 
for  Britain  document  stud  yester¬ 
day.  The  attitude  has  increasingly 
irritated  Mr  Blair  who  would  have 
liked  a  statement  on  joint  priorities 


for  government,  but  the  liberal 
Democrats  have  been  reluctant  to 
get  so  dose. 

The  liberal  Democrats  have 
wanted  to  differentiate  themselves: 
hence,  their  election  slogan  un¬ 
veiled  yesterday,  Making  the  Dif¬ 
ference.  This  steers  a  careful 
course  between  trying  to  appear 
sharp-edged,  particularly  on  tax¬ 
ation.  and  bong  sdfoonsdously 
left-wing,  as  some  party  activists 
would  like.  Yesterday’s  document 
does  carve  out  some  distinctive 
.  territory,  notably  an  unequivocal 
commitment  to  raise  incometax  by ; 
lp  to  finance  an  additional  £2  bil¬ 
lion  a  year  on  education.  Tbe 


previous  qualification.  “If  neces¬ 
sary,  has  been  dropped.  This,  and 
a  parallel  promise  on  the  NHS;  arc . 

at  best  partial  answers,  but  at  least 
they  recognise  the  existence  of  the 
underlying,  spading  and  tax  4k 

lemmas  facing  any  government 

The  party  has  also  promised  lei 
make  the  Bank  of  Enj^andopera- 
tionaHy  independent,  tax  pollnfion 
.and  take  Britain-  into  a  single 
currency  in  the  first  wave.  ;  . 

Paddy  Adufown  has  two  prob¬ 
lems  —  first,  malting  die-  Liberal 
Democrat  voice  heard,  though  tint 
wiU  be  much  easier  when  tbe 
election  campaign  starts;  and.  sec¬ 
ond,  proving  mat  there  is  more 


than  a  niche  market  for  candour. 
'Some  votes  wHI  probably  back 
higher  taxes  in  return  for.  proven., 
improvements  In  public  services, 
but  are  there  enou  gh  of  them  nt  its 
target  seats  in  .tine  Souths West? 

Labour  feces  the.opp<«te  dfleiiK 
ma:  how  for  their  caution  under¬ 
mines  any  claim  that  a  Blair 
government  could  make  a  differ¬ 
ence?.  Several  spokesmen  have 
recently  sought  to  show  that  Lab¬ 
our  would  make  a  difference,  just-- 
as  senior  ministers  art'  eager  to; 
show  they  are  still  full  of  rdeas.^ 
Fobowing  Gordon  Brown’s.  Cros- 
land  lecture  last  week.  David  , 
Blanket!  last  night  made  his  case- 


You  are  selling  out 
to  the  separatists, 
Major  tells  Labour 


By  Polly  Newton,  political  reporter 


JOHN  MAJOR  accused  Lab¬ 
our  yesterday  of  putting  party 
before  country  with  its  plans 
for  Scottish  and  Welsh 
assemblies. 

Opening  a  Commons  de¬ 
bate  on  the  constitution,  the 
Prime  Minister  said  that  the 
Opposition’s  proposals  would 
“undermine  the  unity  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  erode 
the  authority  of  this  Parlia¬ 
ment".  He  said  that  any  MP 
backing  plans  fora  tax-raising 
Scottish  parliament  and  a 
toothless  Welsh  Assembly 
should  be  ashamed. 

Labour  and  the  Liberal 
Democrats  might  believe  that 
by  advocating  the  devolution 
of  power,  they  could  buy  off 
the  separatists  who  wanted 
full  independence  for  Scotland 
and  Wales.  "1  believe  they  are 
selling  out  to  the  separatists.” 

He  challenged  Tony  Blair  to 
justify  a  tystem  that  would 
stop  Scottish  MPs  sitting  at 
Westminster  from  making 
policy  directly  affecting  their 
own  constituencies  because 
that  would  be  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  a  Scottish  parliament 


“The  Shadow  Chancellor 
would  not  be  able  to  vote  on 
health,  education  or  other 
important  matters  relating  to 
his  constituents  in  Dunferm¬ 
line.  but  he  could  get  stuck  in 
in  Dagenham,  dosing  gram¬ 
mar  schools,  abolishing  GP 
fundholding  practices  and  all 
the  other  nonsense  that  Lab¬ 
our  supports." 

Mr  Major  also  called  on  Mr 
Blair  to  say  why  Scottish  MPs 
should  take  part  in  English 
policy-making,  when  English 
MPs  would  lose  their  say  over 
Scottish  affairs.  He  said  that 
Mr  Blair  had  argued  previ¬ 
ously  that  Labour’s  answer 
was  the  same  as  it  had  always 
been.  “What  is  it?  When  is  it?  It 
is  as  elusive  as  the  Loch  Ness 
monster.  Has  anyone  seen  it 
or  heard  it?" 

Mr  Major  said  that  giving  a 
Scottish  parliament  the  right 
to  increase  income  tax  by  up  to 
3p  above  the  British  rate  could 
leave  the  average  person  in 
Scotland  E6  a  week  worse  off. 
It  would  cause  huge  confusion 
for  companies  such  as  Kwikfit. 
which  is  based  in  Edinburgh 


and  has  4,000  staff  in  England 
and  1,200  in  Scotland. 

“They  are  all  paid  from  the 
payroll  in  Edinburgh.  Would 
they  all  pay  the  tartan  tax,  or 
would  Kwikfit  be  expected  to 
apply  different  tax  rates  to 
different  employees?" 

Mr  Major  said  that  Labour 
wanted  to  tamper  with  the 
House  of  Lords,  despite  its 
value  as  a  revising  chamber 
and  a  forum  for  debate.  By 
proposing  to  remove  the  vot¬ 
ing  rights  of  hereditary  peers. 
Labour  risked  creating  “toe 
largest  and  most  powerful 
quango  in  history”. 

The  final  lunacy  was  reform 
of  toe  voting  system.  Propor¬ 
tional  representation  —  on 
which  Labour's  view  was  very 
murky — would  mean  perma¬ 
nent  coalition  governments 
and  endless  backroom  deals. 

Mr  Blair  produced  a  string 
of  comments  made  in  the  past 
by  present  Cabinet  ministers 
in  support  of  devolution  for 
Scotland.  “Naiuxally  the  To¬ 
ries  are  entitled  to  change 
their  minds.  But  let  them  no 
longer  insult  our  intelligence 


mafosdoalingspeechinBtrnimg- 

ham.  What  was  so  interesting  was 
his  rejectipn  of  traditional  rash 

transfers  between  groups  to  redwe 

.  socfcJ "  divisions-  -Instead  of  the 

..  “welfarism  "Of  die  pastT,  he  talked 
about  reviving  sdl-help  move¬ 
ments.- training  arid  education  and 
a  renewed  cuiuinitfflCDf  to  public 
services.  Mr  Blunkrtt  belrevra  in 
activist  government  to  produce 
sdfrehant  njdividualsi  return,  as 
be  said,  ‘to’ the  vision  of  George 
Bernard  Shaw.  But  Labour  still 
has  to  offer  better  answers  ai  to 
how  iff  this  will  be  financed.  . 

peter  Riddell 


Ministers  # 
defeat 
peers  oyer 


and  that  of  the  British  people 
by  pretending  that  a  policy 
they  used  to  espouse  in  virtual¬ 
ly  every  detail  means  toe  end 
of  civilisation  as  we  know  it" 

He  said  that  Mr  Major  had 
“not  one  positive  proposal  to 
make".  If  the  Tories  were  so 
opposed  to  Scottish  and  Welsh 
assemblies,  why  did  they  not 
commit  a  future  Tory  govern¬ 
ment  to  abolishing  them? 

Mr  Blair  turned  his  attack 
an  hereditary  peers,  arguing 


that  they  were  only  supported 
by  Tories  because  most  of 
than  were  Tories.  “If  the 
majority  were  Labour,  I  bet 
the  jays  of  democracy  would 
erupt  on  the  benches 
opposite." 

Mr  Blair  also  indicated  that 
some  senior  Tories  had  spo¬ 
ken  out  against  the  Lords, 
telling  MPs  that  William 
Hague,  the  Welsh  Secretary, 
had  called  peerv~siUy".  .... 

The  Scottish  Secretary, 


Michael  Forsyth,  rose  four- 
times  to  challenge  Mr  BJair. 
He  agreed  that  the  Tories  had 
supported  devolution  in  toe 

1970s,  but  said  they  had  aban¬ 
doned  toe  policy  because  they 
could  notfind  away  to  answer 
the  West  Lothian  question. 

And  Mr  Hague  asked'  Mr 
Blair:  “If  you  are  so  interested 
in  what  I  said  17  years  ago  . 
will  you  teQ  us  whether  you 
agree  with  everything  you  said 
17  years  ago,  or  indeed  with 


anything  you  said  17  years 
.ago*- 

Paddy  Ashdown,  the  lib¬ 
eral  Democrat  leader,  accused 
the  Government  of  scare- 
mongering  about  constitution¬ 
al  change.  “It  is  not  a  Scottish 
parliament  that  poses  a  threat 
to  toe  United  Kingdom . ..ifs 
the  continuing  and  contemp¬ 
tuous  rejection  of  toe  Scottish 
and  Welsh  wifi  for  more 
control  over  theirown  affairs 
that  poses  the  real  threat" 
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Blair  backs  Howarth 
for  Welsh  stronghold 


•ctus 


m»um 
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THE  Tory  defector  .Alan 
Howarth  has  applied  to  stand 
for  the  Labour  stronghold  of 
Newport  East  with  toe  full 
backing  of  Tony  Blair  (An- . 
drew  Pierce  writes).  • 

But  any  attempt  to  impose 
him  as  candidate  wiH  meet 
strong  resistance  from  toe 
local  ,  party,  which  was  taken 
by  surprise  when  toe  sitting 
MP.  Roy  Hughes,  decided  to 
stand  down  at  the  general 
election.  Labour  has  a  9,899 
majority  in  toe  seat 
Mr  Howarth.  MP  for  Strat¬ 
ford-on-Avon  and  a  one-time 
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Thatcberite  who  joined  Lab¬ 
our  oo  toe  eve  of  toe  1995  Tory 
party  conference,  said:  “I 
believe  that  I  do  have  toe 
qualities  and  the  abilities.  I 
would  be  a  frilly  committed 
constituency  member  *  • 

He  is  at  toe  top  of  an 
unofficial  Labour  Party  lead¬ 
ership  fist  of  candidates  seek¬ 
ing  a  safe  seat.  A  potential 
rival  is  the  frontbencher  Bry¬ 
an  Davies,  also  on  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  list,  whose  Oldham 
Central  and  Royton  constitu¬ 
ency  is  to  be  abo  fished.  . 

Mr  Blair  is  keen  for  Mr 


Howarth:  self-belief  - 

Howarth  to  secure  a  seat  His 
defection  was  a  crowning 
achievement  of  the  Blairite 
reform  of  toe  party.  Mr 
Howarth  5L  said:  “I  will  ask 
the  Newport  East  constituen¬ 
cy  party  to  cxmsider  me.  It  is  of 
course  a  derision  for  them.” 


By  James  Landals  ;  . 

-  ..  POLIT1CAJL  REPO  RTER 

THE  GovemmenTs  gun  con¬ 
trol  legislation  cleared  its  final 
parliamentary  hurdle  last 
night  after  proshooting  peers 
gave  up  further  opposition  to 
the  measure. 

The  firearms  (Amendment} 
Bill. ''.which  will  ban  -  large 
handguns  and  require  owners 
to  keep  exempted  small-bore 
weapons  in  secure  gun  dubs, 
will  how  receive  royal  assent 
within  a  few  weeks  and  should 
be  in  force  by  early  summer. 

Many  peers  stiB  voiced  their 
concerns  at  toe  BflL  but  said  it 
would  -be  pointless  to  send  it 
back  to  the  Commons.' 

This  week  MPs  rqected  by 
large  majorities  two  amend¬ 
ments  from  toe  Lords  that 
would  have  given  compensa¬ 
tion  to  dubs  and  dealers.  They 
also  threw  out  a  proposal  to 
allow  owners  to  dismantle 
their  guns,  keeping  fart  at 
home,  and  part  at  a  dub. 

Proshooting  peers  insisted 
that  these  measures  would 
make  life  easier  for  those 
.thousands  in  the  firearms 
industry  whose  livelihoods 
.  will -  be  destroyed.  But  they 
said  Ifrat  they  had  taken  their 
:  opposition  as for  as  they  could. 
There  bad  been  fears  that 
-  peers  would  send  tire  Bill  bade 
ta  MPs/wxfo  the  risk  of  tailing 
the  measure  through  lack  of 
-.pazifomeatary  time. 

. .  One  pro-shooting  Labour 
peer.  Lard  Stoddart  of  Swin¬ 
don,  pushed  tbe  so-called  dis¬ 
assembly  amendment  to  a 
,  votebutwasdefeated  by  197  to 
'24,  a  government  majority  of 
I  173.  .  All  other  substantial 
1  amendments  were  passed 
without  a  vote.  . 

Lord  Lester  of  Heme  Hill,  a 
Liberal  Democrat,  moved  a 
'  new  amendment  asking  toe 
Government  to  look  into  the 
possibility  that  toe  Bfll  might 
breach  the  European  Comren- 
tion  on  Human  Rights;  Al¬ 
though  Lord  Lester  withdrew 
toe  amendment-after  a  short 
debate,  he  insisted  dial  it  be 
put  to  a  vote:-  Peers  voted 
against  it  by  160  to  24. 
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Lottery’s  £137m  heralds  renaissance  of  museums 


We  need  have  no  doubts  about 
Je  popularity  of  our  museums; 
they  are  visited  by  as  many 
people  as  attend  football  matches  or  go  to 

tSTSt  V?tor  numbcre  continue  to 
grow,  although  over  the  past  20  years 
many  of  o  ur  museums,  both  national  and 
provincial,  have  been  neglected, 

funded^ lS^  ctesPe*ately  under- 

The  vision  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
Victorians  that  helped  to  build  this 
country's  stupendous  inheritance  of  mu¬ 
seums  and  collections  has  been  eroded 
Howwer,  the  National  Lottery  has 
provided  an  opportunity  to  bring  about  a 
renaissance  in  this  field. 

Even  before  yesterdays  announce¬ 
ment,  the  Heritage  Lottery  Fund  had 
spent  £160  million  on  08  museum 
projects.  They  include  such  diverse 
ventures  as  die  Eyam  Museum  in 


Derbyshire;' the  Roald  Dahl  Gallery  in 
Aylesbury,  Buckinghamshire,  the  Jute 
Museum-  in  Dundee;  the  Museum  of 
Scotland  in  Edinburgh  and  die  National 
Museum  of  Photography;  film  and 
Television  in  Bradford.  ' 

Our  priorities  are  not  die  creation  of 
new  museums.  There  are  already  some 
2500  in  this  country.  But  in  exceptional 
arrorastances  we  have  awarded  grants  to 
new  buildings  of  outstanding  architecture 
al  significance  winch  fill  a  gap  in  housing 
existing  collections.  They  mdude  Rich¬ 
ard  Macor mac’s  library  for  the  Ruskin 
Archive  at  Lancaster  University  and  Sir 
Norman  Foster's  display  hangar  for  the 
imperial  War  Museum  at  Duxford. 

The  lottery  hind's  primary  concern 
must  be  to  lode  after  the  museums  we 
have  and  to  bring  diem  op  to  date. 
Yesterday's  announcements,  the  first 
round  of  out  major  museum  programme, 


..Lord  Rothschild \  the  Chairman  of  the  National  Heritage 
Memorial  Fund ,  explains  how  a  Victorian  vision  of 
u  instruction  and  entertainment”  will  he  redefined  for  today 


wifi,  we  hope,  help  to  redefine  what  die 
1845  Act  that  set  up  arts  and  science 
museums  described  as  “instruction  and 
entertainment  of  the  inhabitants".  This 
objective  has  expanded  enormously  be¬ 
yond  what  was  expected  in  the  I9th 

century. 

Lecture  theatres,  cafe  and  shop  are 
necessary  side-attractions.  Many  19th 
century  buildings  have  had  to  be  adapted 
to  sooal  amenities.  It  may  weD  be  the 
case  that  without  these  facilities,  the  19th- 
century  museum  would  not  survive. 

For  more  than  a  century  Manchester 
has  wanted  to  build  an  extension  on  the 


Manchester  fares  best  in  nationwide  grants 

Funding  aims  to  revive 
cash-starved  galleries 


By  Dalva  alb  erg  e 
A*TS  CORRESPONDENT 

G  ALLERIES  throughout  Brit¬ 
ain  yesterday  received  their 
largest  single  injection  of  cash 
since  the  Museums  Act  of 
JS45,  which  decreed  that,  town 
councils  could  spend  money 
on  public  collections  of  art  and 
science. 

Some  £137  million  was 
shared  out -between  23  institu¬ 
tions  and  archival  projects 
yesterday,  rejuvenating  cash- 
starved  collections  whose  once 
grand  buildings  have  fallen 
into  decline.  However,  recipi¬ 
ents  have  to  raise  £45  million 
in  matching  partnership  bind¬ 
ing.  Some  institutions  have 
already  raised  their  share: 
others  still  face  a  struggle. 

The  money  will  enable 
many  to  expand  exhibition 
spaces  and  facilities,  showing 
important  works  of  art  that  - 
have  been  relegated  to  store¬ 
rooms  since  the  last  century.  It 
will  allow  others  to  preserve 
historic  holdings  that  would 
otherwise  crumble  away: 

One  of  the  largest  grants 
went  to  Manchester,  with  £35 
million  split  between  three 
museums.  About  £15  million 
was  allocated  to  the  city  art 
gallery,  enabling  one  of  Eng¬ 
land's  foremost  regional  col¬ 
lections  to  do  justice  to  its  vast 
holding:  at  present  only  5  per 
cent  of  its  2SJQ00  works  of  art 
is  seen  by  the  public. 

Kate  Farmery  of  Man¬ 
chester  City  Art  Gallery  said: 
"People  have  been  donating 
works  for  the  past  150  years, 
but  the  building  is  not  ade¬ 
quate  to  show  them:  With  five 
new  plans,  we  will  be  able  to 
show  50  per  cent  of  our  fine  art 
and  30  per  cent  of  the  decora¬ 
tive  arts." 

The  gallery  has  just  sent  30 
Turner  watercolours  cm  tour 
to  America:  “W eve  had  them 
for  100  years,  but  never  been 
able  to  show  them,"  she  said. 
The  money  would  allow  a 


MUSEUM  GRANTS 


Manchester  Art  Gallery. _ _ _ _ _ £15m 

British  Rhn  Institute  National  Fftm  and  TeJervtetan  Archive, 

London  - .. — - - - El  4m 

Manchester  Museum.—. _ _ _ _ _  £12m 

National  Portrait  Gallery.  London. . . . 11  An 

Manchester  Museum  or  Science  and  Industry _ _  £&8m 

Hollies  Science  amTArts  Centre,  St  Helens _ £&3m 

Industrial  Museum,  Swindon _ ~--±~ _ „. _ £7.96nr 

Wallace  Collection,  London. £7. 24m 

Scottish  National  Gallery  of  Modern  Art_... _ _ _ £&3m 

National  Football  Museum _ :  ■  _ ....  E5.6m 

Reading  Town  Hall  and  Museum^ _ ' _ £3.85m 

Museum  of  Scottish  Country  Ufa.  East  (Gricbridge  £3j81m 

Sunderland  Museum  and  Art  Gafiety. _ ; _ ........  £3. 75m 

Cambridge  University  Archive ... _ _ Pi?  5m 

RussefhCotes  Ait  Gaflery  mid  Museum,  ; 

_ _ _ E1S5m 


Bournemouth 

Courtauld  Institute,  London _ _ _  El  .88m 

Oxfordshire  County  Museum  of  Social  ffistory, 

Woodstock _ _ _ _ _ _ £i.82m 

Museum  In  the  Paris,  Stroud . . . . El  JJ2m 

Museum  of  Domestic  Architecture  and  Design, 


Barnet 

Welsh  Slate  Museum,  Gwynedd,  EU51  m 
Museum  of  the  History  of  Science^  Oxford, 


~  El  .64m 
Ef.19m 


National  Waterways  Museum,  Gloucester  Dock....  El. 14m 
Weald  &  Dowrdand  Open  Ah-  Museum,  Sussex....  £69,750 

Grants  towards  development  cosas;  . 

National  Coal  Mining  Museum.  Wakefield  • : 

National  Railway  Museum,  York  ■ 

Approved  In  principle: 

Ballymena  Area  Museimi  of  folk-fife  . 

Big  Pit  development  plan.  Torfaen,  S  Wales 
Arts  and  Heritage  Centre,  Rochdale  .  _  _ 

Townetey  Hal!  Dsvdopment  Project  • 


correctly  air-conditioned  room 
tube  built. 

The  museum  also  has  a  fine 
coHection  of  Pre-Raphaelites 
.  and  20th  century  masters  such 
as  Giacometti  and  Bacon:  they 
too  are  generally  in  storage. 
The  grant  will  -  allow  die 
gallery  to  greatly  improve  its 
two  listed  19th-century  buiftfc 
ings.  designed  in  classical 
styie  by  Charles  Barry.  Three 
new  floors  of  galleries  wifi  be 
created  with  environmental 
controls  to  meet  international 
standards.  -The  basements, 
crammed  with  rack  upon  rack 
of  pottery,  ceramics  and  silver¬ 
ware,  will  .be.  opened  to  the 
public.  It  is  hoped  the  work 


will  help  to  double  visitor 
numbers  by  2000. 

The  Manchester  Museum, 
a  combined  natural  sciences 
and  humanities  museum  with 
some  five  million  specimens, 
received  £12  million  to  im¬ 
prove  its  displays.  Its  depart¬ 
ments,  from  archaeology  to 
zoology,  are  important  re¬ 
search  centres  in 'their  own 
right,  with  the  natural  sci¬ 
ences  collections  featuring 
specimens  dating  bade  to  1803. 
these  are  invaluable  sources 
of  plant  DNA  from  a  world 
before  pollution. 

The  city's  Museum  of  Sci¬ 
ence  and  Industry,  which  com¬ 
bines  displays  on  die  history 


of  air  and  space  travel  with 
social  history,  received 
£8.8  million  far  improving  its 
facilities. 

National  museums  in 
London  also  received  substan¬ 
tial  support  from  the  Heritage 
Lottery  Fund:  £7.24  million  to 
the  Wallace  Collection  and 
£11.9  milium  to  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery.  Some  £1.88 
milium  went  to  lb?  Courtauld 
Institute  in  London  to  com¬ 
plete  the  architectural  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  north  block  of 
Somerset  House,  the  18th- 
century  masterpiece  of  Sir 
William  Chambers. 

John  Murdoch,  director  of 
tiie  Courtauld,  which  bolds 
one  of  the  world's  finest  collec¬ 
tions  of  Impressionist  and 
Post-Impressionist  paintings, 
said:  "It  will  be  wonderful  for 
everyone  to  see  our  great 
collections  displayed  in  these 
peerless  rooms,  folly  restored 
to  their  original  splendour." 

Some  £1.64  million  was 
awarded  to  the  Silver  Studio 
Collection  at  the  Museum  of 
Domestic  Architecture  and 
Design  in  Barnet  The  collec¬ 
tion.  started  in  1880,  boasts 
40,000  wallpaper  and  textile 
designs  from  the  1880s  to 
1960s,  but  all  are  housed  in 
unsuitable  conditions.  The 
grant  will  support  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  new  museum.  •- 

The  Victoria  &  Albert  Muse¬ 
um  expressed  disappointment 
that  its  application  was  turned 
down.  It  was  seeking  £23 
million  towards  the  £31  mil¬ 
lion  redevelopment  costs  of  the 
15  British  galleries,  the  core 
collection  featuring  masters 
from  Pugin  to  Mackintosh. 

Alan  Borg,  its  director,  said: 
To  open  in  2001,  we  needed  to 
start  clearing  the  galleries  and 
dismantling  the  historic 
rooms  from  this  summer. 
That's  not  going  to  be  possible 
now."  The  gallery  has,  how¬ 
ever,  been  told  that  h  can 
submit  a  further  application 
for  the  project's  next  stage. 
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Second  chance  for 
The  Third  Man 


HUNDREDS  of  thousands  of 
historic  films,  newsreels  and 
documentaries  will  be  saved 
far  posterity  following  an 
award  of  almost  £14  million  to 
the  British  film  Institute. 

The  Bn's  collection  indudes 
original  prints  of  classics 
ranging  from  the  1949  movie 
The  Third  Man,  starring 
Orson  Welles,  the  children’s 
television  series  The  Magic 
Roundabout  and  Ealing  films 


such  as  The  Titfield  Thunder¬ 
bolt  (1952). 

The  archive,  housed  at  three 
sites,  holds  more  than  300.000 
tides,  dating  from  1895  to  the 
present  day.  The  grant  will 
enable  work  to  be  carried  out 
on  five  million  feet  of  film  a 
year  from  a  vast  backlog  of 
un catalogued  material,  much 
of  which  is  unstable  nitrate- 
based  stock  and  requires  ur¬ 
gent  attention. 


Playing  a  part  Stanley  Matthews  and  Tom  Finney 


£5m  grant  kickstarts 
national  soccer  tribute 


A  NEW  national  football  mu¬ 
seum*  housing  memorabilia 
dating  back  to  the  ,16th  centu¬ 
ry,  received  £5.6  million  to¬ 
wards  its  fatal  cost  of 
£7  million. 

The  museum  will  be  housed 
at  the  ground  of  Preston  North 
End.  one  of  the  12  founder 
members  of  the  Football 
League,  and  will  aim  to  work 
with  all  dubs  to  stage 
permament  and  special  exhi¬ 


bitions.  A  hoard  of  memora¬ 
bilia  which  is  currently  owned 
by  FIFA,  inducting  items 
which  belonged  to  legends  of 
the  game  such  as  Sir  Stanley 
Matthews,  Tom  Finney  and 
Sir  Bobby  Charlton,  will  form 
foe  core  of  the  coUecnon. 

-W£  eventually  want  to  be¬ 
come  a  world  class  museum.'’ 
said  Bryan  Gray,  chairman  of 
Preston  North  End  and  one  of 
the  museum’s  trustees. 


empty  sire  next  to  the  City  Art  Gallery: 
now  it  wifi  happen.  We  have  also  beat 
able  to  help  some  of  the  national 
museums  on  a  significant  scale.  The 
National  Portrait  Gallery  scheme  will 
take  people  to  its  top  floors:  which  only  20 
per  cent  of  its  80&000 annual  visitors  see. 
The  National  Gafieiy  will  have  a  new 
gallery  for  Tudor  paintings,  a  rooftop 
restaurant  and  a  lecture  theatre. 

There  is  an  important  double  dividend 
to  this  scheme  the  additional  rooms  will 
allow  the  National  Gallery  fo  display 
better  its  growing  19th-century  collection 
and  will  provide  the  ideal  setting  for  an 


important  group  of  18th  and  19th-century 
landscapes  which  have  been  promised  to 
the  gallery.  The  east  end  of  Wilkins’s 
building  will  at  last  be  returned  to  the 
National  Gafieiy,  making  sense  of  the 
facade. 

Technology  win  dramatically  increase 
foe  scope  for“museutns  without  walls".  1 
agree  with  NeB  MacGregor,  the  Director 
of  foe  National  Gallery,  that  electronic 
media  could  help  to  achieve  the  19th- 
cenlury  ideal  that  everybody  should  be 
aide  to  enjoy  these  great  museums  and 
collections,  if  possible  free  of  charge.  The 
National  Gallery,  for  example;  wants  to 
put  a  complete  visit  on  foe  Internet  you 
will  be  able  to  “coroe  into"  foe  gallery  on 
screen,  go  round  every  room,  look  at 
every  picture,  find  out  about  it,  and 
pursue  foe  bibliography  and  particular 
information. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  physical 


access  to  collections.  So  rich  and  exten¬ 
sive  are  our  collections  that  many  are  not 
displayed  or  accessible  for  study.  1  hope 
that  we  can  adopt  the  slogan  “sweeping 
out  the  attics  and  cellars”  of  foe  nation, 
recently  used  by  the  Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion  in  Washington. 

Today’s  headline  figures  are  for  large 
amounts  of  money — 23  grant  allocations 
totalling  £137  million,  with  total  project 
costs  of  £204  million  —  which  will  be 
drawn  down  over  a  period  of  years.  In 
addition,  we  felt  it  right  to  offer  develop¬ 
ment  funding  for  such  schemes  as  foe 
National  Coal  Mining  Museum  and  foe' 
National  Railway  Museum,  both  in 
Yorkshire. 

Breathing  life  bade  into  museums’ 
lungs  will  be  a  great  achievement  for  the 
National  Lottery.  Urban  parks  will  have 
their  tunt  next  a  large  number  of  grants 
will  be  announced  next  month. 


GUJ.  ALLEN 


Making  way  for  something  bigger  the  classical-style  Gallery  Four  will  be  destroyed  to  create  higher  walls 

British  art  comes  back  into  orbit 
on  the  Tate’s  2001  space  odyssey 


HUNDREDS  of  little-seen  works  by 
British  artiste  wifi  be  brought  out  of 
storage  under  a  £31  mfifion  programme 
to  improve  display  space  at  foe  Tate 
Gallery,  with  the  help  of  the  Heritage 
Lottery  Fond  (Marcus  Binney  writes). 

Nicholas  Scrota,  the  director,  raid 
yesterday  that  the  new  galleries  would 
open  in  200L  The  opportunity  has  arisen 
because  vast  coDcctions  of  modern  art 
wifi  be  journeying  to  foe  newly  convert¬ 
ed  Bankadc  power  station  on  the  South 
Bank  in  2000. 

Mr  Scrota  said:  "We  are  re-dedicating 
our  Mfllbank  building  to  the  original 
purpose  of  its  foamier.  Sir  Henry  fate, 
as  the  national  gallery  of  British  art  The 


new  galleries  will  allow  us  to  display  700 
to  800  British  paintings  compared  with 
foe  current  500  out  of  a  total  holding  oS 
3,000.  Rotation  wifi  allow  still  more  to  be 
seen."  They  include  works  by  Hogarth. 
Gainsborough.  Stubbs,  Blake,  Consta¬ 
ble,  the  prc-Kaphactites,  Sickert.  Bacon 
and  Moore. 

The  funding  is  being  helped  by  an 
£18.75  million  grant  from  foe  Heritage 
Lottery  Fbnd  and  an  anonymous  Ameri¬ 
can  donation  of  £7  raiffion-  Althongh  the 
Tate  appears  to  fill  its  island  site.  lower 
galleries  have  been  dosed  around  a 


courtyard  area  owing  to  subsidence. 
Alexander  Nairn,  foe  project  director, 
said:  “The  new  funds  will  enable  us  to 
make  a  much-needed  entrance  in  the 
flank  of  tire  Tate,  to  begin  opciting  tire 
whole  of  foe  lower  level.  New  galleries 
here  trill  have  ceiling  heights  of  14  fed 
which  are  critical  to  foe  display  of 
important  British  paintings." 

The  scheme  means  destroying  Gallery 
Four,  erected  in  1926  by  Sir  Joseph 
Duvcen.  John  Miller,  the  architect  said: 
"It  has  charm,  but  it’s  not  good  for 
hanging  pictures.  English  Heritage  has 
agreed  it  can  go." 

Interview,  page  33 
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Ministry  rejects  Bett’s  proposals  for  performance-related  pay  and  radical  streamlinmgof  ranks 


MoD 


plans  a  better  deal 
to  keep  young  soldiers 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


A  NEW  pay  and  career  struc¬ 
ture  for  ihe  three  Armed 
Forces,  including  a  fairer  deal 
for  single  servicemen  and 
women,  was  announced  by 
the  Ministry  of  Defence 
yesterday. 

A  blueprint  for  the  next  25 
years  was  detailed  in  a  report 
The  Armed  Forces  of  the 
Future,  a  Personnel  Strategy. 
which  promised  improved  al¬ 
lowances  lo  compensate  for 
increased  family  separation 
caused  by  the  rise  in  opera¬ 
tional  tours  since  the  end  of 
the  Cold  War. 

Unmarried  personnel  will 
benefit  from  the  same  allow¬ 
ances  as  married  counter¬ 
parts.  Separation  allowances 
were  supposed  to  compensate 
married  people  for  being  away 
from  home  but  under  the  new 
scheme,  the  idea  is  to  pay  extra 
to  anyone,  married  or  single, 
who  is  detached  from  base. 

MoD  sources  said  the  new 
allowance  system  was  aimed 
at  providing  extra  financial 
incentive  for  young  recruits  to 
stay  in  the  services  after  their 
initial  three-year  term. 

The  document  took  two 


years  to  compile  and  was  the 
MoD’s  response  to  a  report 
delivered  in  March  1905  after 
an  independent  review  erf  the 
Armed  Forces'  manpower, 
career  and  remuneration 
structures,  headed  by  Sir 
Michael  Bett  a  former  deputy 
chairman  of  British  Telecom. 

Sir  Michael  proposed  a 
much  more  radical  approach, 
recommending  performance- 
related  pay  are]  a  streamlined 
rank  structure,  more  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  private-sector  man¬ 
agement.  which  would  have 
eliminated  many  senior 
ranks.  The  ministry  has  reject¬ 
ed  performance-related  pay  as 
impractical  and  decided  to 
only  linker  with  the  rank 
structure,  aware  that  ranks, 
like  the  Army's  regimental 
system,  are  sacred  cows. 

None  of  the  Army's  officer 
ranks  are  to  be  touched,  except 
for  the  abolition  of  rite  five-star 
appointment  of  field  marshal 
for  the  top  military  post  of 
chief  of  the  defence  staff.  The 
equivalent  rank  in  the  other 
two  services,  admiral  of  the 
fleet  and  marshal  of  the  Royal 
Air  Force,  have  also  been 


Guthrie:  to  be  first  four- 
star  services  diief 


abolished.  This  had  already 
been  announced  and  the  next 
chief  of  the  defence  staff. 
General  Sir  Charles  Guthrie, 
wifi  remain  a  four-star  general 
when  he  takes  over  in  April, 
although  at  a  higher  salary. 

In  the  Royal  Navy,  minor 
changes  will  include  merging 
ordinary  seaman  and  able 
seaman.  In  the  RAF,  acting 
pilot  officer  and  pilot  officer 


u-ill  be  abolished  MoD 
sources  insisted  that  while 
radical  recommendations,  out 
of  151  made  by  Sir  Michael 
had  been  rejected,  the  ministry 
had  taken  on  board  his  pro¬ 
posals  for  a  new  culture  in  pay. 
and  promotion. 

One  of  the  most  sensitive 
issues  in  the  Bett  review 
covered  allowances,  which  in¬ 
volve  everything  from  board¬ 
ing  school  payments  to 
moving  house.  The  MoD  has 
decided  to  keep  all  the  allow- 
ances  but  to  rearrange  them  so 
they  are  simpler  to  administer 
and  fairer  to  all. 

There  is  to  be  a  longer 
Separated  Sendee  Allowance 
for  those  sent  overseas,  angle 
and  married,  paid  once  an 
individual  has  served  three 
years.  This  will  increase  the 
longer  the  separation  and  win 
also  be  paid  to  soldiers  serving 
in  Northern  Ireland.  The  resi¬ 
dent  battalions  In  Ulster  will 
get  a  sperial  supplement. 

For  those  based  in  the 
United  Kingdom  who  are 
training  or  on  a  job  away  from 
home,  there  is  to  be  a  tax-free 
monthly  “get  you  horned  al¬ 
lowance.  Sir  Michael  recom¬ 
mended  that  free  rail  warrants 


The  MoD  will  not  take  up  rexxnnmeiidatioiis  to  abolish  extra  payments  for  activities  such  as  parachuting 


be  scrapped  for  everyone  over 
18  but  the  ministry  decided 
that  would  be  unpopular  with 
the  more  junior  ranks  and 
they  will  remain  for  everyone 
in  their  first  three  years. 

Boarding  school  allowance 
will  remain,  as  recommended 
by  Sir  Michael  .but  will  be 
simplified  to  ensure  it  benefits 
only  personnel  who  are  genu¬ 
inely  required  to  serve  over¬ 


seas.  Although  job  evaluation 
already  exists  at  .some  levels, 
this  is  to  be  introduced  across  . 
the  board,  with  extra  bring 
paid  to  those  with  better 
qualifications  and  greater - 
experience. 

Although  the  introduction  oL 
pay  ratiges  will  allow  greater 
flexibility  within  the  different 
rank  levels,  the  MoD  has 
rejected  Sir  Michaels  recam- 
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mendation  to  abolish  the  exist-  because  the  MoD  will  have  to 
ing  additional  payments  given  buy  computers  to  cope  with 
to  specialists.  There  is  a  range  the  different  way  of.assesswg 
of  extra  pay  awarded  to  those  ‘  pay.  The  intention  is  to  set  up 
Tukvi  in  ome  «'m*  as  an  Armed  Forces  Personnel 

to 


involved  in  areas  such  .  as  an  Armed  Forces 
flying,  diving,  submarines,  Administration  Agency 
parachuting,  sperial  forces 
and  Gurkha  language.  Sir 
Michael  wanted  these  to  be 
absorbed  into  normal  salary. 

The  new  pay  system  will  not 
be  implemented  until  2000 


handle  the  new  scheme. 

MoD  sources  .said  the 
changes  would  not  cost  more, 
nor  would  they  make  any 
obvious  sayings,  except  possi¬ 
bly  in  the  longterm. 


ranks  to  boost 


By  Michael  Evans 


ST¬ 


S’- 


THE  Army  is  to  boost  the  size 
of  Ihe  Parachute  Regiment  to 
improve  the  capability  of 
5  Airborne  Brigade,  one  of 
Britain^  principal,  rapid  de¬ 
ployment  forces  for  overseas 
operations. 

At  tire  same  time,  infantry 
battalions  involved  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  United  Kingdom 
are  to  be*  reduced  in  rite, 
reflecting  a  revised  military 
doctrine  that  places  more  em¬ 
phasis  on  British,  interests 
abroad  flout  home  defence 

Changes  to  the  Army’s  state 
of  readmes  s,  announced  yes¬ 
terday  by  Michael  ftorttilo.  ihe 
Defence  Secretary.  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  cost  up-lb  £15 million  a 
year.  The  aim  is  to  recruit  an 
additional  60  sddiersfpfeach 
of  the  two  parachute  battal¬ 
ions,  which  will  increase  their 
strength  to  710  per  battalion. 

The  Pathfinders.  5'Airborne 
Brigade’s  reconnaissance  pla¬ 
toon  which  existed  on  only  an 
ad  hoc  basis  in  the  past,  will 
from  April  1  have  its  own’ 
dedicated  manjwwer  of  40 
soldiers  and  equipment 

Mr  jPbrtflla  said  the  balance 
of  investment  in  the  Army- 
would  shift  towards  the  units 
required  to  beat  higher  opera¬ 
tional  readiness,  for  overseas 


missions.  Two  of  the  three 
regiments  equipped  with  the 
multiple-launch  rocket  system 
(MLRS),  proven  in  the  Gulf 
War  but  undermanned,  are 
also  to  be  given  an  extra  100 
soldiers  each  to  ensure  they 
are  fully  ready  to  deploy 
without  reinforcements. 

The  12  national  defence 
battalions  based  in  the  United 
Kingdom  will  each  Lose  20 
posts,  bringing  battalion  es¬ 
tablishment  levels  down  to 
60S.  The  battations  are  al¬ 
ready  undermanned  because 
of  the  Army-wide  shortfall  of 
5,000 recruits.  ■There  will  be  no 
reductions  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  resident  battalions. 

Other  measures  are  bring 
taken  to  reduce  the  readiness 
status  of  different  units.  The 
overall  establishment  of  the 
Army  win  thus  be  reduced  by 
about  600  -soldiers.  The 
changes  wQl  come  into  effect 
in 2000  to  allow  fora  recruit¬ 
ing  drive  by  the  Parachute 
Regiment 

The  Territorial  Army*  cur¬ 
rent  strength  of 57,000  soldiers 
will  be  reduced  to  54,000, 
although  the  establishment 
figure  —  the  lewd  that  would 
be  needed  in  wartime  —  will 
remain  at 59 .000. 
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Love-letters  show 
submissive  side 
of  feminist  icon 

From  Ben  Maci  nitre  in  pajus 


with  collapse 

From  Richard  Owbn  in  iMdu  ‘ 


THE  trial  of  Frank  Williams 
on  manslaughter  charges  over 
the  death  ol.  the  Brazilian 
motor  racing  champion' 
Ayrton  Senna  was  threatened 
with  collapse  the  moment  ft 
opened  yesterday  when  a  law¬ 
yer  far  an  accused  member  of 
the  Williams  Fbrmula  One 
team  claimed  the  prosecution 
had  “scandalously"  failed  to 
observe  legal  procedures,  "  - 

The  opening  of  .tht  trial 
caused  uproar  in  the  motor 
racing  world,  with  Nild 
Lauda,  the  former  world 
champion,  describing  it  as 
“stupid  and  cynical". 

Professor  Luigi  Stortoni, 
representing  Adrian  Newey. 
the  Williams  team  chief  de¬ 
signer,  told  a  stunned  court¬ 
room  that  Mr  Newey  had 
never  been  told  he  was  under 
investigation  —  as  required  by 
Italian  law  —  and  had  been 
questioned  five  months  after 
Senna’s’ death  during  the  San 
Marino  Grand  Frix  in  May 
1994  “as  a  witness,'  not  as  a 
suspect,  without  the  presence 
of  a  lawyer". 

Mr  Newsy's  evidence  was 
therefore  inadmis sable  and 
the  charges  against  him 
should  be  dropped.  • 

Lawyers  representmg  Mr 
Williams  and  Patrick  Head, 
his  technical  director,  said  that 
if  the  judge  threw  out  the 
charges  against  Mr  Newey  the 
whole  case  against  both  the 
Wflljams  team  and  bnda 
track  directors  could  crumble. 
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Senna:  starring  column 
blamed  forlasdeath  ■ 


-  “Mr  Newey  gave  evidence  on 
the  re-welded  steering  wheel, 
which  the  prosecution  says- 
was  the  cause  of  SexmaV 
death,”  Oreste  Dominiom,  Mr 
Williams's  Italian  lawyer,  told 
the  court.  “If  his  evidence  is . 
withdrawn,  the  whole  of  the 
500-page  technical  report  is 
compromised.'’ 

Manriao  Paxsarmi,  the  Bo¬ 
logna  public. prosecutor,  says, 
the  modified  steering  wheel 
snapped  and  a  supporting 
strut  pierced  Senna’s,  helmet, 

.  kmingbim  instantly. 

Peter  Goodman,  a  British 
lawyer  observing  the  trial  on 
Mr  Williams's  behalf,  agreed 

-  that  the  prosecution  case  was 
in  jeopardy.  Roberto  Causo. 
who  represents  Roland  Bniyn- 
seraede  of  Belgium,  the  inter¬ 
national  track  director  at  the 
time  of  the  crash,  told  the  court 
that  Signor  Passirini  had  also 
failed  to  tell  Mr  Bniynseraede 
that  he  was  a  suspect  and 
might  be  charged.  - 

Professor  Storrini,  who 
teaches  criminal  law  at  Bolo¬ 
gna  University  gnd  had  pre- 
pa  red  his  hour-long 
mtervention  with  forensic  pre¬ 
cision.  said  MrNewey  had  not 
been- on  spy  list;  of  suspetes 
after  foe  fMatcraslt . 

He  had  been  questioned  in 
September  1994.  “but  only  as  a 
witness,  which  is  proof  he  was 
not  being  accused  of  any¬ 
thing".  The  year  1995  passed 
“serenely'’,  until  in  May  1996 
Mr  Newey  was  “placed  under 
suspicion". 

“Yet  incredibly,  and  grave¬ 
ly.  he  was  not  notified,"  Pro¬ 
fessor  Stortoni  said. 

Antonio  Costanzo,  the  pre¬ 
siding:  magistrate,  .  said  he 
would  -rule  on  whether  foe 
case  against  Mr  Newey  was 
nuQ  and  void  when  the  hear¬ 
ings' resume  in  a  week’s  time. 

None  of  foe  Williams  team 
attended  yesterday's  hearing. 
Mr  Goodman  said  Mr  Wil¬ 
liams  “might  appear9*  at  a 
Jafpr.  Rearing .  pew .  month 
when;  Signor  Passarini 
prffi^ts^^his-rase.l>amoh  HilL 
tifeqngping  champion,,  liyas 

anpoog  44  yn^tesses  nmned 
yesterday.  ■  ”  . 
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Madeleine  Albright,  the  US  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  Metropolitan 
:  KitffL admires  ardecorative  ceding  at  the  residence  of  Patriarch  Aleksi  IT  of 
Moscow  and  AH  Russia,  whom  she  met  yesterday  during  her  visit  to  Moscow 

EU  ‘mad  cow’  censure  fails 


From  Charles  Bremnsr 

-  IN  BRUSSELS 

A  BIG  majority  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Parliament  yesterday  re¬ 
jected  ;a:  move  to  force  foe 
Immediate-,  diamssal  of  foe 
j^ri^iew'Commissidn  for  al¬ 
leged  mismanagement  of  foe 
“mad  coWepidernic.- 
The  voteof  censure  which 
was  tacked  by  118  of  the  626 
members,  had  been  called  by 
a  minority  of  groups  of  the  Left 
and  Right  to  punish  the  Com¬ 
mission  fbr  its- alleged  failure 
to  tackle  the  “mad  cow"  dis¬ 
ease  since"  its  butb?6ak'  in 
Britain  in  foe  mid-1980s.  • 

The  118,  '  who  included 


-  French  and  Belgian  Socialists, 

'  argued  foal  a  “conditional'* 

,  censure,  passed  by  tire  Parlia¬ 
ment  on  Wednesday,  was  an 
inadequate  sanction  against 
foe  Qwronisrion.  • 

. :  In  Wednesdays .  vote,  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the 
Parliament  backed  a  move  to 
:  put  Jacques  San  ter,  foe  Presi¬ 
dent  on  notice  that  fitifoce  to 
reform  the  Commission's 
management  of  BSE  would 
result  in  a  full-scale  censure 
motion  nod  November. 

There-had  betel  no  piqspeci 
that,  foe ;  required  .^^jcarity.- 

si^jportofmore 
thanone  inshc  MEPs  forxudr: 


drastic  action  was  a  measure 
of  the  deep  public  displeasure 
in  Europe  over  the  Commis¬ 
sion's  role  in  the  epidemic. 

Marty  argued  that  the  real 
"culprit"  in  the  BSE  crisis  was . 
the  British  Government, 
which  was  condemned  in 
harsh  terms  iri  Wednesday's 
vote. 


A  COLLECTION  of  leflere 
written  by  Simone  de  Beau¬ 
voir  to  her  American  lover  has 
revealed  an  unexpectedly 
childish  and  old-fashioned 
side  to  the  great  French  intel¬ 
lectual'  and  feminist,  who 
even  referred  to  herself  as  an 
“obedient  Arab  wife". 

In  one  of  her  letters  to  the 
Chicago  novelist  Nelson  Al- 
gren.  published  for  (he  first 
tune  (his  week,  de  Beauvoir 
wrote  “I  will  be  wise.  I  will  do 

the  washing  up,  I  will  sweep 
the  floor.  J  w3I  buy  tile  eggs 
and  ram  cakes  myself.  I  wfil 
ran  touch  your  hair,  your 
cheeks,  jraur  shoulder  without 
permission." 

If  Jean- Paul  Sartre  was  the 
mteflectual  love  of  de  Beau¬ 
voir's  fife,  then  Algren  was 
her  consuming  passion  and 
foe  304  heart-feh  letters  she 
wrote  to  him  over  17  years 
often  seem  a  for  cry  from  the 
accepted  image  of  the  high- 
priestess  of  France's  postwar 
intelligentsia  and  author  of 
The  Second  Sew. 

The  French  intellectual  and 
the  American  novelist  met 
and  fell  in  love  in  Chicago  in 
1947  and  were  separated  by 
foe  Atlantic  for  most  of  their 
relationship. 

“Is  this  really  the  advocate 
of  equality  of  desires  who 
asserts  that  their  forced  chas¬ 
tity  affected  him  more  than 
her?“  wondered  Mona  Ozouf 
in  he  Nouvel  Observateur 
magazine.  “Readers  will  rub 
their  eyes,  astonished  to  find 
in  this  missionary  of  liberty 
an  ‘obedient  Arab  wife'." 

A  brilliant,  revolutionary 
thinker,  de  Beauvoir's  near- 
mythical  reputation  in  France 
has  recently  suffered  from 
revelations  about  her  some¬ 
times  hard-hearted  approach 
to  those  who  came  under  her 
spell.  However,  foe  letters  to 
Algren  suggest  a  quite  differ¬ 
ent  aspect  to  her  character. 

De  Beauvoir,  who  died  in 
1985.  told  Algren:  “Love 
frightens  me  it  makes  me 
rather  ally"  Her  taste  for  pet- 
names  —  calling  herself  a 


“little  loving  Frog"  and  ad¬ 
dressing  Algren  as  “beloved 
Crocodile"  or  “the  Brute  from 
nowhere"  —  is  at  odds  with 
foe  austere  thinker  often 
known  as  “Aunt  Simone'*. 

De  Beauvoir  separated  her 
love  affairs  into  the  “essen¬ 
tial"  (Sartre)  and  foe  “contin¬ 
gent"  (everyone  else).  How¬ 
ever,  she  dung  to  Algren  as 
her  "distant  husband"  “far¬ 
away  love4*  and  “beloved 
spouse""  1  am  your  woman 
forever."  she  insisted. 

Translated  into  French  by 
Sylvie  Le  Bon-de  Beauvoir, 
the  writer's  adopted  daughter, 
foe  original  letters,  written  in 
English,  are  preserved  at 
Ohio  State  University  in  Co¬ 
lumbus.  These  translations 
back  into  English  are  there¬ 
fore  approximate. 

An  adventurer  and  former 
hobo  whose  novels,  including 
A  Walk  on  the  Wild  Side, 
depicted  the  grim  Chicago 
underworld.  Algren  was 
equally  besotted  with  de 
Beauvoir,  but  could  never 
come  to  terms  with  Sartre’s 
unconventional  and  pre-emi¬ 
nent  place  in  her  life. 

The  love  affair  came  to  a 
stormy  end  in  1965.  when  de 
Beauvoir  evoked  their  rela¬ 
tionship  in  her  memoirs. 
Force  of  Circumstance,  to 
Algren ’s  fury.  He  died  in  1981 
after  threatening  to  publish 
her  letters  to  him. 


De  Beauvoir,  letters  of 
“obedient  Arab  wife” 


US  defies 
trade 
forum  on 
Cuba 

From  Tom  Rhodes 
in  wxsHivtrroN 

THE  United  States  openly 
challenged  the  World  Trade 
Organisation  yesterday,  say¬ 
ing  that  the  body  was  not  fir  to 
arbitrate  in  the  dispute  be¬ 
tween  Europe  and  America 
over  foreign  investment  in 
Cuba. 

Threatening  to  boycott  a 
WTO  panel  ser  up  in  Genev  a 
yesterday  to  settle  the  trade 
row,  a  senior  US  official  said 
his  Government  would  re¬ 
solve  its  differences  with  the 
European  Union  through  dip¬ 
lomatic  channels. 

Stuan  Eizensiat,  the  Under¬ 
secretary  of  Commerce,  said 
there  had  been  "good 
progress"  in  talks  with  Sir 
Leon  Brinan.  Che  EU  Trade 
Commissioner.  If  no  agree¬ 
ment  was  reached,  however, 
he  said  the  WTO's  director- 
general  would  be  advised  of 
America’s  refusal  to  he  present 
at  any  adjudication. 

“We  will  make  it  clear  that 
the  panel  established  today 
has  no  competence  to  proceed 
because  this  is  a  matter  of  US 
national  security  and  foreign 
policy."  said  Mr  Eizensrar. 

“The  WTO  is  nor  an  appro¬ 
priate  fon/m  for  resolving 
differences  over  whar  is  essen¬ 
tially  a  disagreement  over 
foreign  policy." 

Under  the  terms  of  the 
Helms-Burton  law.  signed  by 
President  Clinton  last  March, 
US  sanctions  against  Fidel 
Castro’s  regime  preclude  in¬ 
vestment  by  foreign  com¬ 
panies  in  Cuba. 

Mr  Clinton  has  so  far 
employed  a  six-month  waiver 
to  delay  the  most  controversial 
element  of  the  legislation, 
allowing  any  American  whose 
property  was  confiscated  after 
the  Cuban  revolution  in  1959 
to  sue  foreign  corporations 
using  their  asset. 

The  EU,  which  had  asked 
for  intervention  by  the  WTO. 
says  the  legislation  defies  ac¬ 
cepted  international  law  by 
trying  to  impose  policies  be¬ 
yond  America. 
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Why  pay  interest  tares  of  20 %  or  more  on  your 
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Stability  the  goal 
as  leaders  move 
to  restrain  grief 


WITH  flags  flying  at  half- 
mast  in  Tiananmen  Square. 
China  yesterday  entered  the 
post-Deng  Xiaoping  era. 

For  China's  new  leaders,  it 
will  be  a  testing  period  as  — 
however  much  it  might  have 
been  anticipated  —  it  carries 
them  and  this  nation  of  1 2 
billion  people  into  uncharted 
and  potentially  hazardous 
waters. 

Diplomats  say  the  leader¬ 
ship's  first  task  is  to  ensure 
that  any  outpouring  of  grief  is 
not  transformed  into  some¬ 
thing  more  dangerous,  as 


Deng’s  successors  face  a  testing 
time  as  the  death  of  leaders  has 
triggered  upheaval  in  the  past 
writes  James  Pringle  in  Beijing 


happened  when  Zhou  Enlai, 
the  revered  Prime  Minister, 
died  in  1976.  and  Hu  Yaobang, 
a  popular  party  chief,  died  in 
1989.  The  latter  death  pre¬ 
saged  the  Tiananmen  Square 
pro-democracy  protests 
crushed  on  June  4, 1989. 


Transplant  decree 
may  spur  donors 


DENG  XIAOPING  decreed 
that  transplant  surgeons 
should  be  able  to  use  any  part 
of  his  body  that  might  be  of 
use  to  somebody  else. 

The  main  value  of  his  wish 
will  lie  in  encouraging  other, 
younger  people  to  make  simi¬ 
lar  provision.  There  is  always 
a  shortage  of  donor  organs, 
and  lives  are  last  for  want  of 
them. 

At  92.  and  after  a  very  long 
illness,  it  is  most  unlikely  that 
his  heart  lungs,  liver  or 
arteries  will  be  of  value.  Dr 
Nikolai  Naoumov  of  the  In¬ 


stitute  of  Hepatology  at  Uni¬ 
versity  College  Hospital 
London,  said  liver  donorship 
was  limited  to  those  under  70. 
although  very  occasionally 
someone  a  year  or  two  older 
might  be  considered. 

It  is  possible  Mr  Dengs 
cornea  might  be  useful  It  is 
intriguing  to  think  that  the 
paramount  leader  of  China's 
eyes  might  continue  to  view 
the  world  long  after  his  death. 

Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 


Tiananmen  Square  yester¬ 
day  thronged  with  soldiers, 
police  and  plainclothes  sec¬ 
urity  men  as  small  groups 
gathered  quietly  to  mourn  the 
man  whose  free-market  re¬ 
forms  have  made  China  an 
emerging  superpower. 

No  single  Chinese  leader  is 
strong  enough  to  run  China 
on  his  own.  although  Presi¬ 
dent  Jiang  Zemin.  Mr  Deng's 
chosen  successor,  is  called  the 
‘‘cote1'  of  the  third  generation 
leadership,  after  Chairman 
Mao  and  Mr  Deng. 

“For  the  time  being,  the 
chief  aim  is  stability  to  ensure 
the  Communist  Party  stays  in 
power  and  does  not  go  the  way 
of  the  Soviet  Union."  said  one 
diplomat  here.  “For  that  they 
all  need  one  another.” 

It  is  probably  to  enable  the 
party  to  maintain  compiefe 
control  that  die  funeral  ser¬ 
vices  are  to  be  so  low  key. 
Ordinary  Chinese  have  little 
opportunity  to  mourn  Mr 
Den g;  who  transformed  then- 
lives  in  a  system  that  now 
prizes  stability  above  all. 

No  foreign  heads  of  state 


TTI 

_ A. 


All  Pancakes 

reduced  to  99p, 


«C*s  career  at  0m«  ol  png  to  pen  and  *4pc( »  MfaUty.  6cMw  LMf»  (M  m  WWccraa  Break  ama  SMune 

Put  a  one-stop  halt  to  hunger  for  only  99p.  That’s  a  saving 
of  as  much  as  £1.40  on  a  scrumptious  little  Chef  pancake. 

Choose  from  four  hTesistfcte  toppings:  cherries,  orange,  hot 
chocolate  fudge  or  maple  syrup,  a fl  served  with  a  generous 
helping  of  vari&a  ice  cream  Or  drop  in  for  breakfast  pancakes 
with  raisins  and  cinnamon. 

Offer  ends  28th  February.  At  99p,  what's  stopping  you? 

430  FAMILY  RESTAURANTS  NEAR  YOU 


will  attend  the  final  rites  — 
though  this  is  the  norm  in 
Communist  China  — ’  and 
foreign  correspondents  will 
not  be  able  to  report  cm  events 
first  hand.  According  to  the 
large  funeral  committee, 
which  is  headed  by  Mr  Jiang 
and  contains  all  the  members 


of  the  18-inan 'Politburo,  there 
wiQ  .  be  what  is  called  a 
“mammoth”  memorial  service 
on  Tuesday — the  last  of  a  six- 
day  mourning  period  —  at¬ 
tended  by  1Q.000  handpicked 
party  cadres,  military  -men 
and  bureaucrats  in  Beijing's 
Great  Hall  of  the  People. , 


’  .  However,  there  has.  beenno 
..  announcement  of  a  lying-ih- 
state  add  no  indication  that 
ordinary  Chinese  will  be  able 
■  to  pay  their  last  respects to  Mr 

-  Deng  when  his  body  is  can- 
-veyed  to  the  Babaashan.  Revo¬ 
lutionary  Heroes  Cemetery  in 

-  west  Beijing  for  cremation. 


According  to  Mr  Deng’s  will 
ami  his  family's  suggestions, 
no  ceremony  for  paying  last 
respects  to  his  remains  will  be. 
held. 

However,  whistles  on 
trains,  ships,  warships  and  in 
factories  will  be  blown  for 
three  minutes  in  mourning  at 


Sorrow  but  few  tears  for  man  who 


By  James  Prjncle 

TI A  NANM  E  N  Square, 
where  yesterday  a  giant  ban¬ 
ner  read  "Dear  Deng  Xiao¬ 
ping,  You  Are  Immortal”  is  a 
metaphor  for  the  fife  of  the 
Chinese  leader. 

On  die  wall  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Museum,  the  digital 
dock  showed  that  130  days 
remain  before  the  return  of 
Hong  Kong  from  British  to 
Chinese  rule  at  midnight  on 
June  30  under  the  formula 
devised  by  Mr  Deng:  “One 
country,  two  systems.”  The 
diminutive  leader  thus  died 
131  days  from  his  goal 

“Deng  Xiaoping  so  much 
wanted  to  live  to  see  that  day 
and  it  is  so  sad.”  said  Miss 
Tran.  25,  who  works  for  a 
foreign  company. 

The  sentiment  on  Hong 
Kong,  showing  how  much  the 
issue  is  in  the  Chinese  con¬ 
sciousness.  was  echoed  in 
nearly  every  one  of  30  random 
interviews  with  Chinese  at 
Tiananmen  Square  and  on  a 
business  streeL 

Tiananmen  Square  is  the 
scene  of  Mr  Deng's  greatest 
tragedy,  the  shooting  down  of 


Deng:  sent  troops  in  to  . 
crush  dissent  m  1989  ■ 

unarmed  student  demonstra¬ 
tors  in  the  violent  suppression 
of  the  protest  on  June  4, 1989. 
after  Mr  Deng  had  caSed  out 
thetroops.  ' 

The  square,  where  little 
groups  of  Chinese  people 
gathered  to  mourn  quietly  bat 
tew  to  weep,  was  full  yester¬ 
day  of  uniformed  and  plain¬ 
clothes  security  men,  bin  most 


people  did  not  want  to  talk 
about  thai. 

MrDengV  economic:  re¬ 
forms  have  hot  been  matched 
with  political  liberalisation. 
In  foe  past  year  Jiang  Zemin, 
Mr  Deng’s  chosen  successor 
and  party  chieC  has.  damped 
down  even  further  on  political 
.  activity,  so  that  most  human 
rights  activists  are  in  jail 
labour  camps,  exile  or  have 
given  up  the  struggle;  ; 

One  man,  a  visitor  from 
Lanzhou,  said:  “As  to  the 
Tiananmen  incident,  this  was 
a  matter  for  regret"  The 
common  answer  was  “t  am 
not  very  dear  on  that"  —  the- 
usual  Chinese  response  to. a. 
tricky  political  question.  ; 

Although  most  people 
seemed  sad,  there  was  none  of 
foe  outpouring  of  grief  that 
accompanied  the  deaths  of 
Chairman  Mao  or  the  revered 
Prime; Minister.  Zhou  Eniai. 
possibly  because,  as  one  man 
pa  the  square  explained,  “the 
Chinese  have  bad  so  :  many 
shocks  over  the  years  they  are 
more  mature  now".  The  most 
common  assessment  of  Mr 
Deng  and  his  ISe  was  "he  was 
hai  feyi  (OK)",  and  in  Chi¬ 


nese  understatement  that  is 
.  pretty  much  of  a  compliment 

In  the  kind  of  Orwellian 
note  that  is  becoming  more 
prevalent  again,  many  repeat¬ 
ed,  almost  word  for  word,  the 
party  line:  “Mao  created  the 
new  China  while  Deng  made 
great  contributions;  to  bond¬ 
ing  up  the  new  China.”  - 

On  '  the-  square;  police 
moved  in  to  listen  to  conversa¬ 
tions  and  generally  to  intimi¬ 
date  Chinese  talking  to 
foreigners;  some  were  intimi¬ 
dated  and  moved  .away,  bat 
others  were: not  Only  one 
young  woman,  from  Harbin 
in  nertheart  China,  .spoke  out  : 
freely,  when  sure  she  wab  not 
overheard. 

“In  1989  young  people  real¬ 
ty  wanted  China  to  go  the 
right  way,,  to  get-  rid  of 
bureaucracy  and  corruption,  < 
bat  some  people  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  me- students’  move¬ 
ment  Now  the  leadership 
under  Jiang  is  more  conserva¬ 
tive;,  rmd  it  is  afraid  of  luah ■ 
(disorder).  Because  of  that. 
Chinese,  people  will  have  no 
opportunity  to  change  the. 
Government.  Ordinary 
people  have  no  power.”  * 


10am  on  Tuesday  when  the' 
memorial  ceremony  begins. 

Some  wreaths  were  laid 
outside  Mr  Deng's  home  in  a 
narrow,  rather  humble  lane 
north  of  the  Forbidden  City 
where  portraits  of  the  late 
leader,  a  crusty  Sichuanese, 
were  displayed  in  windows. 

Tibet  looks 
for  end  to 
brutal  era 

From  Associated  Press 

■  IN  DELHI 

THE  death  of  Deng  Xiaoping 
could  mean  a  new  era  for 
Tibet,  the-  Dalai  Lama's 
spokesman  said  yesterday. 

“We  hope  Jhai  since  he  was 
responsible  for  repression  in 
Tibet,  his  era  has  come  io  a 
dose,"  said  Tempa  Tsering. 
the  spokesman  for  the  Tibetan 
govemmenHn-atile  led  by  the 
Dalai  Lama  in  the  northern 
Indian  town  of  DharamsaJa. 

As  foe  "military  commander 
in  soutfrtiffiChireu  Mr  Deng  - 
led  foe  afStesb  invasion  of 
Tibet  ifi  3990.  Beijing  formally 
todtoyerTfoet  in  1951,.  claim¬ 
ing  that  .it  was  historically  a 
Chinese  province. 

•  MrTseriag  said  Mr  Deng's 
econo  mic  reforms  had  helped 
the  Chinese  people.'  but  only 
hurt  'Tibetans:  “Instead  of 
bringing  more,  benefits,  it  just 
brought  more  Chinese  into 
Tibet,”  he  said.  ■ 

Tibetans  accuse  Beijing  of 
settling  7.5  rruUioji  ethnic  Chi¬ 
nese  in  TibeL  overvtftelmmg 
the  indigenous  Tibetan  jxipu- 
lation  of  six  nailliori. 


Collective  leadership  must 
"hang  together’  to  survive 


No  Annual  Fee. 
Only  13.3%  apr. 


Beijing:  President  Jiang 
Zemin,  right  70,  is  bead  — 
the  "core"  as  it  is  called  in  the 
Chinese  capital  —  of  a  collec¬ 
tive  leadership  that  knows  it 
has  to  "bang  together”  to 
survive,  rather  than  disap¬ 
pear  with  the  death  of  Deng 
Xiaoping  in  the  manner  of 
the  Soviet  Union’s  former 
leaders  (lames  Pringle 


writes).  Mr  Jiang  does  not 
etyoy  the  prestige  or  respect 
that  was  awarded  to. the 
paramount  hauler,  and 
lacks  his  charisma  and  au¬ 
thority.  . 

Among  China'S  other  top 
leaders  around  the  new  Pres¬ 
ident,  now  co-operating  with 
him  but  all  potential  players 
in  a  power  struggle,  arc 


Li  Peng.  68:  China's  most 
unpopular  leader,  disliked 
for  Ks  rok  in  ihe  suppress 
sion  of  prodcmocraty 
demonstrators  in  Tia¬ 
nanmen  Square  in  1989. 


Qiao  Shi.  72:  Competent 
and  far-sighted,  the  former 
security  chief  has  files  on 
everyone.  Sometimes  seen 
as  a  contender  for  power, 
but  age  counts  against  him. 


Zfan  Rongji.  6&  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  charged 
with  running  foe  fastest- 
growing  economy,  tills  for¬ 
mer  Shan  jfoai  .Mayor  does 
not  suffer  fools  g£adly. 


Yang  Shangkim.  89:  A  for¬ 
mer  military  chief  who  is 
ambitious.  Once  President. 
Mr  Deng  pushed  him  into 
retirement  for  displaying 
his  ambition  too  openly. 


Peng  Zhcn,  9&  A  veteran 
Communist  hardliner  and 
former  Mayor  of  Beijing 
who  was  purged  by  Mao.  A 
vociferous  •  fighter  against 
Western  influences. 
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Zhao  Ziyarvg.  76:  Retired 
reformer,  in  disgrace,  this 
one-time  Deng  heir-appar- 
em  became  party  leader  in 
1987.  Appeared  sympathetic 
to  Tiananmen  students. 
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life  after  Deng 


I  '  ■ 


Tibet  loot 
for  end | 
brutal  en 


Just  before  aChinese em¬ 
peror,  died,  strange  ani¬ 
mals  were  said  to  appear 
and  freak  rains  to  fall. 

Soon  after  Chairman  Mao's 
death  in  1976  cme  of  the  worst 
earthquakes  in  China's  mod¬ 
em  times  wrecked  the  city  of 
Tangshan,  and  since  none  of 
Mao'S  Gang  of  Four  rushed  to 
the  devastated  city  it  appeared 
to  many  Chinese  that  they 
were  ignoring  an  omen.  . 

Two  weeks  ago.  when  a 
British  tourist  was  crushed  to 
death  by  a  runaway  Boat  in 
Hong  Kong's  annual  Chinese 

new  year  parade,  a  Commu¬ 
nist  official  in  Beijing'S  de 
facto  embassy  here  promptly 
issued  a  statement  that,  unfor¬ 
tunate  though  the  event  was,  it 
was  not  a  bad  omen  for  the 
handover. 

The  death-watch  over  Deng 
Xiaoping,  China's  senior  lead¬ 
er,  was  so  protracted  that  die 
most  recent  auguries  —  senior 
officials  returning  to  Beijing 
and  the  dosing  of  his  private 
office  —  were  discounted 
because  there  had  been  so 
many  already. 

Now  that  Mr  Deng  has 
died,  new  auguries  are  being 
sought,  not  of  turtles  with 
1  three  heads  and  three-legged 
sheep,  but  of  political  and 
social  upheaval.  For  China- 
watchers,  wrenched  from  their 
sleep  on  the  night  of  Mr 
Deng’s  death  by  anxious  edi¬ 
tors.  the  question  was  rarely 
“What  kind  of  a  man  was 


0  Jonathan  Mirsky,  EastAsia 
Editor,  reports  that  Deng 
Xiaoping’s  death  has  .  .. , 
prompted  feverish'questiomng, 
but  little  interest  in  th&man 


Deng?"  -  ^ 

What  everyone  wanted  to 
know,  and  this  question  says 
much  about  the  continuities  in 
Mao's  and  Mr  Deng’s  China, 
was:  “How  bad  is  it  going  id 
ber  Will  there  be  a  leadership 
struggle  and  will  it  be  bloody? 
Will  China  fall  apart  will  that 
be  bloody?  How  about  the 
army;  will  it  remain  ltyal? 
Will  the  Tibetans,  Muslims, 
and  other  ethnic  minorities 
revolt?  Are  students  going  to 
take  to  the  streets? 

On  ffie  international  scene, 
can  we  expect  a  return  to 
xenophobia,  militant  national 


ism -and,  to  all  foreign  critics  of  -/  t 
China,  the  ever-Iouder  t&  .  .i 
sponse  "You  are  interfering.  1 
and  hurting  the  fadings  of  the  u 
Chinese  people.”  •••■*. 

What  wxH  Mr  Deng's  death 
mean  '  for  the  handover  of 
Hong  Kong?  Will  Beqmg  in¬ 
crease  its  already  significant 
pressure  on.  the  polio  cal  and 
legal  structure?  • .  .. 

Among  the  dozens,  of  inter¬ 
views  and  many,  obituaries, 
how  many  described  Deng  the 
Man  —  his  habits,  hobbies, 
and  quaint  little  ways,  apart 
from  the  old  chestnuts  that  he 
loved  bridge,  football,  ping- 
pong  and  croissants? 

And  yet  what  Mr  Deng  is 
supposed  to  have  accom¬ 
plished  is  stabilising  and  en¬ 
riching  China  and  bringing- it. 
on  to  the  international  scene  as 
a  nation  to  be  reckoned  with. 
One  cannot  deny  that  Mr 
•  Deng  liberated  many  Chinese 
from  the  Maoist  economic 
straiqacket,  opened  the  door  to 
the  West  through  which  he 
admitted  might  fly  some  an¬ 
noying  insects,  and  that  for 
most  Chinese  the  midnight 
knock  on  the  door  and  long 
trip  to  .the  gulag  are  riight- 
mares  of  the  past 
i  Then  why  the  dark  ques- 

i  Sons,  to  which  only  a  few  have 

i  dared  reply  that  everything  is 
going  to  be  all  right,  because 
3  President  Jiang  Zemin  —  the 
j  man  designated  as  “the  core 
1  by  Mr  Deng  weeks  after  the 
1  1989  Tiananmen  Square  pro- 

e  tests  —  is  already  in  place  and 
[?  the  system  is  secure. 


thatihe  state  he  tod  helped  to 
make  would  not  pass  mro  the 
hands  of  others.  He  disposed 

Of  two  disdples..Hu  Yaobang 

and  Zhao  Zyarig.  both  party 
general  secretaries.  -  because 
they  were  soft  on  dissidents. 
No  system  for  orderly  succes¬ 
sion' was  established,  and  Mr 
Deng’S  modest  refusal  or  the 

greatest  offices  of  stare  and  his 

retirement  masked  a  drive  to 
retain  control.  . 

This  surfaced  bloodily  at  the 

time  of  the  Tiananmen  Square 

protests  nearly  eight  years  ago 
when  he  said  that,  without  the 
Did  Maoists,  -  China  might 
have  slipped  into  ‘‘counter¬ 
revolution". 


Mao:  huge  earthquake 
followed  his  death 


The  reason  for  the  dark 
questions,  and  the  usu¬ 
ally  cautious  if  not 
gloomy  answers,  is  that  the 
political  system  remains  as 
Mao  made  it.  but  with  looser 
■edges.  The  party  controls.  Mr 
Deng  was  no  pragmatist  .an 
this  truly  corematter.  He  had 
gone  info  what  would  become 
the  party's  apparatus  as  a 
teenage  revolutionary  m  Pans, 

he  was  tempered  fo  the  party’s 

gresv  survived  several  Purges, 
endured  one  of/  h is-  wives 
running  off  with  a  more  soiwr 
leader  and  a  son  crippled  tor 
life  during  foe  Cultural  Rwo- 
lutiiorL  He  actively  engaged  in 
tempering,  too,  acting  a? 
Mao’s  right  hand  dunng  foe 
violent  anti-intellectual  dnyes 
of  the  late  fifties.  .  . 

When  Mr  Deng  returned  to 

supreme  power  ■  two  or  three 
years  after  Mao’s  death  and 
while  he  was  evolving  his 
economic  reforms,  he  rontir- 
ued  to  target  political  and 
intellectual  deviants,  ensuring 


Similarly,  a  heavy  hand 
was  employed  against 
factious  border  re¬ 
gions  Tibet.  Xinjiang  and, 
wherever  possible,  Tarwan 
and  Hong  Kong.  In  foe  1982- 
1984  negotiations  over  the 
colony,  Mr  Deng  secured  most 
of  what  he  wanted  Margaret 
Thatcher  to  agree  before  they 
even  began  talks. 

Had  he  been  alert  and  well 
he  would;  have  encouraged  the 
establishment  of- foe  present 
Beijing-appointed  parallel - 
Hong  Kong  government  sw  ■ 
months  before  the  official  take¬ 
over:  nor  would  he  have 
opposed  foe.  showers  of  mis- 
sSk  into  the  Taiwan  Strait  last 

year  when'  Taipei  began 
organising  real  elections.  Nor 
would  he  have  objected  to  foe 
sale  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction  to  rogue  nations. 

Mr  Deng  enabled  foe  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  China  in  which 
human  rights  are  narrowly 
defined;  where  there  a 

diversity  of  Western-style  fash¬ 
ions  in  dress,  entertainment, 
and  manufacture  but  in  which 
genuine  intdHectual  endeav¬ 
our,  experiment,  and  argu¬ 
ment  remain  suspect  and 
‘  subfect  to  close  surveillance. 
Beijing  .wonders  angrily 
why  its  subjects  rreave_no 
Nobel  prizes,  although  Chi¬ 
nese  living  abroad  areteur©: 

.  ales.  What  makes  a  oVihsa-  I 
don  and  a  culture  meanmgjti 
and  occasionally  great  in  the 
mbdem  world .  is  not  uncon- 
i  trolled  economic  progress  “Ut 
;  essentially  uninhibited  cre- 
.  alivity  and  intellectual  cunos- 
s  rty.  Many  of  China’s  best 
•  artists  and  thinkers  are  stunt- 
ed.-  under  house  arrest,  or 
e  live  abroad.  Disney  World  is 
i  no  substitute,  for  AU  Souls_ 
s  China  awaits  its  Order  m 
i-  Merit  for  foe  poet  or  novelist 
d  who  says.  "Two  cheers  for 
ig  communism”. 
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Beijing  to  retain 
Hong  Kong’s 
top  civil  servants 


By  Jonathan  Mirsky 


HONG  KONG’S  Chief  Exec¬ 
utive-designate,  Tung  Chee- 
hwa,  returned  yesterday  from 
Beijing  and  announced  that 
China  had  approved  his  rec¬ 
ommendation  that  foe  entire 
senior  Civil  Service  pass  imp 
foe  new  government  on  July  i. 

It  had  been  feared  that 
Donald  Tsang.  the  Financial 
Secretary  and  number  two  m 
the  service,  might  be  removed 
for  having  given  China  a 
warning  not  to  emasculate 
Hong  Kong’s  Bill  of  Rights.  . 

Mr  Tunl  praised  his  offici¬ 
als  as  “highly  capable  officers 
who  are  fully  committed  to 
Hong  Kong".  He  made  no 
mention,  as  he  had  in  the  past, 
of  foe  need  for  prospective 

officials  to  “love  China  and 


_  News  Agency 

to  Mr  Deng’s  memory 


love  Hong  Kong”. 

There  will  be  three  women 
in  particularly  sensitive  posit¬ 
ions  in  foe  next  hierarchy. 
Anson  Chan,  the  Chief  Secre¬ 
tary;  Elsie  Leung,  the  Justice 
Secretary-  the  new  title  for 

Attorney-General:  and  uiy 
Yam,  head  of  the  Commission 
Against  Corruption. 

Retaining  top  civil  servants 
after  July  t  is  one  of  foe  most 
reassuring  signs  that  Mr 
Tung  could  give  Hong  Kong 
about  continuity  after  Mr 
Deng’s  death. 

Looking  solemn  ana  wear¬ 
ing  a  dark  suit  and  black  tie. 
Mr  Tung  spoke  of  foe  loss  of 
what  he  referred  to  as  lao 
xiansheng  or  “the  old  gentle¬ 
man".  Mr  Deng,  he  said,  had 

made  enormous  contributions 
to  foe  prosperity  of  his  people 
and  his  rubric  “One  China. 


Two  Systems"  would  also 
guarantee  stability  and  pros¬ 
perity  in  Hong  Kong. 

Mr  Tung  said  he  had  been 
awakened  early  yesterday  to 
be  told  of  Mr  Deng's  death 
and  was  invited  to  join  foe  450- 
member  funeral  committee. 

He  will  attend  Mr  Deng's 

funeral  next  Tuesday. 

Martin  Lee.  chairman  of  the 
Democrats,  the  Hong  Kong 
electorate’s  favoured  party 
scorned  by  Beijing,  said  that 
Mr  Deng’s  death  might  en¬ 
able  foe  Chinese  leadership  to 
“not  implement  their  recent 
decisions,  which  are  very  un¬ 
popular  with  foe  people  of 
Hong  Hong".  These  include 
attacks  on  the  Bill  of  Rights 
and  foe  establishment  of  the 
appointed  Provisional  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council. 

Mr  Lee.  who  has  been 
condemned  by  Mr  Tung  for 
criticising  Hong  Kong  on  a 
European  tour  during  whicn 
he  has  attacked  Beijing's  en¬ 
croachment  on  the  legal  sys¬ 
tem,  saii  “If  the  Chinese 
leadership  feels  insecure 
about  their  position,  they  may 
adopt  an  even  harder  line.  But 
I  hope  they  will  do  something 
,  positive  for  Hong  Kong  before 

■  it’s  too  late.” 

In  an  article  published  here 
.  yesterday.  Mr  Lee  said  that 

■  Mr  Deng  had  “opened  a 
|  genie's  bottle  or  freedom  that 
o  whoever  succeeds  him  will 
_  find  difficult  to  plug". 

d  To  the  surprise  of  brokers, 
s  Hong  Kong  stocks  rose,  al- 
;e  though  markets  fell  in  China 
i.  and  Taiwan. 
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Veteran  Democrat 
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presses  for  inquiiy 
into  poll  donations 


mm* 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


DANIEL  MOYNIHAN.  the 
veteran  Democrat  senator  and 
keeper  of  his  party’s  con¬ 
science,  turned  against  Presi¬ 
dent  Clinton  yesterday  and 
demanded  an  immediate  inde¬ 
pendent  investigation  of  ille¬ 
gal  campaign  funds. 

The  call  fur  Janet  Reno,  the 
Attorney-General,  to  appoint 
an  independent  counsel  to 
investigate  alleged  fund- 
raising  abuses  came  as  the 
White' House  faced  new  ques¬ 
tions  over  a  Latin  American 
connection  linked  to  Asian 
donations. 

Mr  Moynihan,  who  was 
also  the  first  Democraticsena- 
tor  to  have  urged  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  special  Whitewater 
counsel  in  1994.  said  the 
suggestion  of  foreign  involve¬ 
ment  in  American  policy  need¬ 
ed  to  be  resolved. 

The  Justice  Department  has 
so  far  resisted  Republican 
pressure  to  nominate  such  a 
prosecutor  to  examine  foreign 
contributions  alleged  to  have 


poured  into  Democratic  cof¬ 
fers  during  Mr  Clinton’s  re- 
election  campaign.  Linder 
federal  election  law.  it  is  an 
offence  for  foreign  citizens  to 
contribute  to  either  an  Ameri¬ 
can  party  or  individual. 

Although  Mr  Moynihan 
said  the  inquiry  sfeould  look 
into  Republican  donations,  he 
conceded  that  Democratic 
abuses  last  year  appeared  to 
be  without  precedent-  "It^  the 
foreign  involvement,"  he  said. 
"An  independent  counsel  is 
needed  now." 

Referring  to  a  White  House 
meeting  last  year  attended  by 
a  Chinese  weapons  deader,  he 
said  h  was  ridiculous  to  claim 
that  "everyone  has  Chinese 
arms  merchants  to  lunch, 
don’t  you?" 

Although  the  departure  of 
Kenneth  Stair  from  the 
Whitewater  investigation  has 
done  little  to  enhance  the 
stature  of  special  prosecutors 
in  the  United  States.  Mr 
Moynihan’s  words  are  certain 


to  resonate  with  liberal  Demo¬ 
crats  and  place  greater  pres¬ 
sure  on  Ms  Row  to  respond. 

It  emerged  yesterday  that 
an  Asian  businessman  from 
Miami.  Mark  Jimenez,  twice 
met  the  National  Security 
Council’s  top  Latin  American 
specialist  last  April  to  ask  for 
Mr  Clinton’S  support  in  avert¬ 
ing  a  military  coup  in  Para¬ 
guay.  Mr  Clinton  later 
telephoned  Juan  Caries  Was- 
mosy,  the  Paraguayan  Presi¬ 
dent.  and  allowed  him  to  stay 
in  the  US  Embassy  until  hie 
could  safely  return  to  the 
palace  in  Asuncion. 

The  Wall  Street  Journal 
said  that  Senor  Jimenez,  on 
the  second  occasion  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Paraguay’s  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  the  United  States,  paid 
$100,000  (Efi&500)  to  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  National  Committee 
on  the  day  an  unsuccessful 
coup  attempt  began.  The 
White  House  denied  the  visits 
had  any  bearing  on  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  back  Senior  Wasmosy. 
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President  Mandela  si ts  with  his 
female  companion.  Grata  Macbd 
left,  at  a  function  in  Soweto  yester¬ 
day,  apparently  obQvious  of  his 
former  wife,  Winnie,  right.  It  was  the 
first  time  aO  three  had  been  seen  at 
tbc  same  publte  function.  But  if  there 
was  any  discomfort,  all  hidit  well. 
Mr  Mandela  and  Mrs  Madid, 


Mandela’s  loves  share  podium 


widow  of  Saroora  Madid,  the  Mo¬ 
zambican  leader,  laughed  and  whis¬ 
pered  at  times  on  the  podium  for  a 
ceremony  launching  MrMandeZa% 
"culture  of  learning”  campaign  to 
promote  education  in  South  Africa 


(Our  foreign  Staff  writes).  Winnie 
Matfikizda-Mantiela  arrived  late 
and  walked. to  an  open  scat-  Sbe  and 
Mr  -M&odda.  did  not  speak  and 
hardly  looked  in  each  other’s  direc¬ 
tion.  She  ami  Mrs  Machd  also  bad 


no  contact.  F.W.  de  Klerk,  the 
former  President,  meanwhile  an¬ 
nounced  a  shake-up  of  his  National 
.  Party.  Roelf  Meyer,  the  former 
Secretary-General,  was  appointed  to 
head  a  «*»«»  comprising  two  blacks, 
two  whites  and  a  Coloured  to 
prepare  a  challenge  to  the  ANC  at 
;!the  next ejection.. 
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Press  insulation  experts  on  our  glass,  they’ll  say 
it’s  warmer  than  ordinary  double  glazing. 


US  drugs 
war  is  left 
in  disarray 


Wives  club 
‘smuggled 
in  heroin’ 


iminai  w* 
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IN  WASHINGTON 


FRom.  Quentin  Letts  : 

IN  NEW  YORK 
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AMERICA’S  war  on  drugs 
along  its  southern  border  was 
in  disarray  yesterday  after  the 
arrest  of  Mexico's  senior  anti¬ 
drug  official  on  charges  of 
taking  bribes  from  his  coun¬ 
try's  biggest  cocaine  cartel. 

Washington  officials  were 
last  xnghL^ssesring  the  dam: 
age  allegedly  caused. by  Gen¬ 
eral  Jestis  Gutierrez  ReboUp, 
who  was  privy  to  secret  infor¬ 
mation  about  American  antt- 
narccaicy  operations. 

The  assessments  were  simi¬ 
lar  to  those  made  in  espionage 
cases  after  a  “male"  has  been 
unearthed.  Of  particular  con¬ 
cern  was  die  fate  of  drug 
informants .  working,  for, :  the 
Americans:  who  may  -have 
been  cmppBnaised-i-'lA^w&s 

dnjg-figbfrng  operations;, hgg 
allbeenbtowru.  * 

Washington  indefinitely  de¬ 
layed  today's  scheduled  publi¬ 
cation  of  a  joint  US-Mexico 
white  paper  analysing  the 
threat'  of  drug  Trafficking. 
President  Clinton  has  to  der 
dde  by  ITiursdaty  whether  to 
certify  Mexico  as  a  trust- 
wortiiy  partner  in  anti-nahcct- 
ics  operations.  .  • 

Mr  Clinton  said  yesterday 
that  die  general’s  alleged  cor¬ 
ruption.  was-  “deeply  trou¬ 
bling".  but  the  prompt  way  it 
had been  dealt  with  by  Mexico 
was  encouraging. . 


A  GROUP  of  God-fearing, 
fragrantly  perfumed  New 
York  housewives  allegedly 
carried  large  quantities  of 
cocaine  and  heroin  across 
American  and  European 
bonders.'  •  '  *? . 

Aiberican  federaf-in  vestiga- 
-  tors. charged  five  women  with 
drug-nuimng  and  suspect 
that  a  further  ten  may  have 
taken  part  in  a  suspected 
smuggling  triangle.  They  at- 
JegedJy  flew  from  the  United 
States  to  South  - America  to 
pick  up  cocaine,  delivered  it  to 
Europe  and  picked  up  heroin 
for  die return  trip.  • 

According  to  agents  of  die 
US.—Qrug .  Enforcement  Ad- 
mioistration.  •  (DEA),  the 
woman*  (who ,  .were,  allegedly 

round  taj*.  took  advantage  of 
that  maoeeqt  looks  to  swan 
mrough  Customs:  If  the  DEA 
is  to  be  biffieyed.  tbty  were 
highly-paid  drug  “mules”. 

Typical  of  the  suspects  was 
laypnda  Goree,  24..  a  part- 
time  J^al  cleric.  whose  .Long 
Island  neighbours  described 
heras  acfmrcbgomg  mother 
of  .  three..- -All.  five  women 
already  arrested  -met  at  a 
Long  Island  social  dob-. . 

'  Investigators  believe  that 
the  alleged  drug  ring  was 
started  by  former  US  Navy 
sailors  who  set  up.theopera- 
s.tiou  six  years  ago  in  Italy.. 


n%?-:  . 

!  Br?-—-1  ■  ’ 

i  ;'- 
_ 

;  fcati 

!  *iikr^  ; 
;  »dfcV" 
•  ■ 

1  - 

|  mb*' 

:  i 


us?:5 


fakir.. 

'  Wfe./r- 

j 

hs>  Kv 

te7'- 

fee:  ■ 

■»:;  i- 

fa1.* 
as  r-  - 
ife; 

, 

nfav.  - . 

ifatc? 

ate-.': 

•  Sfoi;.  ... . 

1  fan*y. 


;  &:■ 


For  those  of  us  who  can’t  rely  an  Mother  Nature  for  the  best  insulation, 
experts  recommend  Pilkington  K  Glass. 

They’ll  tell  you  it  was  specially  developed  to  make,  double  glaring  more 
efficient  and  save  you  money. 

Ask  them  how.  and  they'll  say  it's  all  down  to  a  microscopic  metal 
coating  that  reflects  beat  back  into  your  room.  Heat  which  ordinary 
glass  allows  to  escape. 

In  fact,  Pilkington  K  Glass  offers  up  to  30%  better  insulation  j  I 
than  normal  doable  glazing.  So  you  can  turn  your  beating  down  \  1 


ns  txirt ■  iifli  Energy  Efficiency  working  in  partnership  with  mdustiy- 


n,  and  still  be  just  as  comfortable.  And  of  course  you'll  be  more  than 
comfortable  with  the  reduced  bills. 

re  Your  financial  outlook  isn't  the  only  thing  that  our  glass  improves.  By 
making  windows  warmer  to  the  touch,  its  special  coaling  also  reduces 
al  unsightly  condensation.  You  won’t  get  steamed  up  aver  the  price  either,  as 

/ciSc\  it’s onl y  a  little  more  than  ordinaiy  double  glazing. 

^  c?\  So,  if  you're  looking  into  replacement  windows,  press  an  expert 
■)  for  a  quote  on  Pilkington  K  Glass.  Or  you  can  call  free  on 
J  0800  556000.  We'll  be  p-p-pleased  to  hear  froffi  you. 

Gik&y 


Experts  say  it’s  the  best  glass  for  doable  glazing. 
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Australian  leader  learns 

he  has  convict  ancestor 


From  Roger  Maynard 

IN  SYDNEY 

IT  IS  the  sort  of  ancestral 
record  that  Paul  Keating,  the 
former  Australian  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  would  almost  have  killed 
for  —  a  forebear  who  was 
shipped  out  from  Britain  on  a 
minor  theft  charge. 

But  sadly  for  the  ex-Labor 
Party  leader,  who  was  never 
able  to  boast  a  convict  ances¬ 
try  to  bolster  his  republican 
sentiments,  his  successes'. 
John  Howard,  almost  certain¬ 
ly  can. 

Surprisingly  for  a  man  of 
sound  conservative  stock.  Mr 
Howard,  it  appears,  has  some¬ 
thing  of  a  skeleton  ’in  his 

cupboard-  Records  unearthed 

by  the  Church  of  Latter-Day . 
Saints,  the  Mormons,  show 
that  hi  maternal  great-grand¬ 
father.  Thomas  —  alias  Wil¬ 
liam  —  Barker,  was  shipped 
here  on  a  prison  ship  in  1835 
on  a  charge  of  thievery. 

Barker,  a  shoemaker’s  bay, 
was  14  when  convicted  for 
-robbing  a  dwelling  house  of 
clothes".  Although  he  was 
lame  and  had  no  prior  convic- 


Howanfc  surprise  news 
of  a  convict  forebear' 

lions,  he  was  sentenced  •  at 
London’s  Old  Bailey  to  both 
transportation  and  a. seven-, 
year  penal  term.-’  .... 

The  Liberal  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter’s  secret  came  to  light  wram 

Mormons  presented  him  wifo 
a  w^-doanneirilsd:  family 
history  as  a  surprise  gift. 
Although  the  Prime  Ministers 
'office  has  made  no  official 
comment,  it  has  become  al¬ 
most  fashionable  in  Australia 
to  be  able  to  boast  a  convict 


r  cannot  claim  R 
— — hie"  past 


ancestry  these  days.  Anthea 
Hislop,  a  lecturer  at  the  Aus¬ 
tralian  National  University, 

said: ‘There  is  acenam  cariirt 

among  history  students  about 
having  a  convict  forebear. 

It  was  very  different  in  the 
last  century  when  families 
would  do  all  in  their  power  to 
hide  their  convict  past,  known 
as  the  “stain”.  Britain  vruo- 

duced  transportation  to  Aus¬ 
tralia  to  ease  the  pressure  on 
its  overcrowded  prisons  in  the 


ISth  and  early  19th  centuries. 
The  1776  Revolution  prevented 
the  American  colonies  from 
bring  used  as  a  dumping 
ground.  Twelve  years  later, 
when  the  First  Fleet  arrived  in 
Australia,"  a  penal  colony  was 
founded  in  Sydney.  The  fin a 
convicts  -  757  adults  and  !3 
children  —  sailed  into  Botany 
Bay  in  January  1788. 

Eighty  years  later,  oh  Janu¬ 
ary  10,  1868.  the  last  British 
convicts  disembarked  in  Fre¬ 
mantle.  Western  Austria 
More  than  150.000  people  had 
been  shipped  “down  under  . 
although  they  .  were  tvj 
described  as  convicts  but  gov¬ 
ernment  n>cn”.  Tbey  PJ^ 
their  debt  by  working  for  the 
Government  as  builders  and 
labourers.  Lucky  ones  ware 

<nven  a  conditional  pardon, 
which  meant  *ey  were  trw 
men  on  condition  they  did  not 
return  to  their  homej3™; 

Now.  162  years  after  Thom¬ 
as  Barker  arrived  in  Australia, 

his  great-greatgrandchild  is 

ajso  a  government  man  —  tne 
prime  Minister. 


walk  for  30  miles  a  day  carrying  561b  weights 
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profit  in  fad  for 
l‘s  ^  criminal  descent 


'Tass- 
herij- 


By  Mark  Henderson 


% 


search  could  prove  very  ex¬ 
pensive  indeed,  as  three  Tay¬ 
lors  are  listed  as  arriving  on 
the  same  boat  in  1848- 
To  encourage  woukH*  re¬ 
searchers  to  part  wtth  their 
cash,  the  genealogists  have 
published  potted  histones  M 

LwoffceirmM^o^M 

pieces  of  reseach.  The 
grove  family,  for  example, 
was  descended  from  a  soldier 
posted  to  Wollongong.  New 
Smith  Wales,  and  foe  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  transported  arowL 
and  produced  a  dan  tour- 
mg  actors  and  impresaritKm 
the  19th  century  «»d  “^ 
hero  who  was  IdDed  fighting 

the  Japanese  in  1943. 

Graham  Jaimay.  a  profes¬ 
sional  genealo^st  frornAd^ 

laide,  said  tracing  a  convwt 
mStor  had  only  recently 

become  fashionable. 

“In  the  century  foUowing 

the  disomtmuation  of  trans¬ 
portation.  «*convicts«id 
torir  families  wenttocomid- 
erable  lengths  to  hide  theft 
SX"  be  S3.  -There  were 
many 

..family  members  were  u^ 
aware  of  theft 

wain  uu  «-— ■■  and  there  are  still  families 

Mr  Hams  of  ^dseawho  m  believethey  are 

was  transport^  fended  from  convicts. 

I860  was  Rotfsgreat-f^^  lotaHoward,  foe  Prime 
ther.  orwhetterfoelV^F^  Minister.  isfarfrwnbOTgti^ 

convicted inKentmlSOOisan  of  aDegedamVH* 

ancestor  of  the  Si  to  do  wefi  for  tomsetf. 

^"cLvSsreretoproim: 

.*lliLlg£SSk*«  pmt  positions."  he  said. 


Vie  <:tf)PEHATIVli  BANK 


AS  AUSTRAUA  has  come  to 
terms  with  its  partly  criminal 
ancestry,  tracing  a  family  tree 
has  become  an  increasingly 
popular  pastime. 

“Dead  persons  societies, 
devoted  to  finding  ancestors, 
attract  hundreds  of  members 
in  all  foe  major  towns,  amd 
there  is  a  burgeoning  market 
for  family  research  as  fashion¬ 
conscious  Aussies  try  to  un¬ 
earth  a  thieving  great 

^^fom  50  genealogists 
work  full  time,  charging  a 
minimum  fee  of  A$25  (£12)  an 
hour  for  the  most  cursory  oi 
searches.  The  best,  such  as 
Janet  Reakes.  director  of  the 
Australian  Immigration  an<t 
Family  History  Centre  fa 
Hervey  Bay.  Queensland,  can 

become  very  rich.  .  ■ 

Lists  of  many  of  the  160.0W 
convicts  who  arrived  at  Aufr 
tralia's  penal 

tween  1788  and  1868  are. 
pushed  on  theAntwnrtro 
the  Australian  Family  HteF 
ory  Compendium,  and  some 
of  their  family  details  are  dso 
available  -  at 

want  to  find  out  whether  me 
Mr  Harris  of  Chdsm  who 
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TRANSFER  YOURBALAh^S 
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__  SHEW 

^Noneed  „  tank**  us  •  offer  •  Uoes 

lm,t  a  week -QiU  now. 

open  24  hours.  7  ^aWeeK 


NO 

INTEREST  FREE 
CREDIT 

ON  EVERYTHING 


WITH  NOTHING  TO  PAY  FOR  12  MONTHS 
ON  EVERY  sra™,EVEfiSSERT 

&  ALL  DINING  FURNITURE 


25%  OFF 

everything 

in  THE  MAPLES  COLLECTION 


MAP  L<E5 

THE  ONLY  SALE  THAT  COUNTS 


Sloane  3  piece  suite. 

Previous  price  £2,999.  Sale  price£W»>. 

EXTRA  25%  OFF  -  NOW  ONL\  £1,495 


0800  O 


applv  mo 


0  79  79 
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alan  wells 


‘They  see 


Radio  4 


as  their 


club 


they  do 


not  want 


changes’ 


Nick  Ross  on  leaving  his  phone-in 
after  ten  years  as  the  voice  of  reason 
and  social  conscience  at  the  BBC 


Ringing  oft  Nick  Ross  says  ithas  been  a  privilege  to  broadcast  to  the  Radio  4  audience -but  be  can  understand  why,  for  the  Controller,  they  are  such  an  irritating  bunch 


It  will  be  Hamlet  without 
the  prince,  but  after  Ten 
years.  Call  Nick  Ross  is 
to  lose  Nick  Ross,  the 
nice,  slight  young  man  with 
the  voice  of  reason  and  the 
pale  eyelashes  and  the  face  — 
though  SO  this  year  —  unrav¬ 
aged  by  time. 

It  was  a  particularly  good 
CNR  (as  he  calls  it)  on  Tues¬ 
day.  on  the  Daily  Mail's 
“Murderers"  front  page.  Abet¬ 
ted  by  Geoffrey  Robertson. 
QC  Ross  challenged  listeners 
as  usual:  Was  tins  a  proper 
way  to  deal  with  justice?  Did 
we  want  the  press  to  take  over 
where  courts  have  failed?  Had 
we  been  involved,  or 
scandalised?  Call  him.  You 
might  have  expected  Radio  4 
listeners  to  chorus  applause 
for  the  Mail  —  but  unpredict¬ 
ability  is  the  keynote  of  CNR. 

Linda  Bellos  rang  in  (“The 
Mail,  of  all  papers,  with  its 
contemptible  record  of  whip¬ 
ping  up  racism”)  and  so  did  3 


lawyer  acting  for  one  or  the 
five  defendants.  Ross  raised 
the  Colin  Stagg  case,  the 
videotape  kept  from  die  jury, 
ftilice  officers  rang  to  say  how 
commonplace  is  the  wall  of 
silence,  when  people  are  afraid 
to  come  forward.  Two  lawyers 
said  what  happens  in  court  is  a 
game:  who  puts  on  die  best 
show  wins.  Sound,  authorita¬ 
tive  stuff.  No  bores. 

When  they  first  offered 
Tuesday  Call  (as  it  then  was) 
Ross  hesitated.  “I  always  hat¬ 
ed  phone-ins  that  invited  ill- 
informed  bigotry  from  the 
loudest  mouths.  I  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  know  enough  to 
make  sure  we  didn't  just 
peddle  garbage  and  reinforce 
prejudice.”  Prisoners  ring 
from  prison;  Cabinet  minis¬ 
ters  are  confronted  by  people 
who  know  more  than  they  do. 
and  can  speak  touchingly  and 
compelling^'  from  direct  per¬ 
sonal  experience. 

The  most  memorable  for 


THE 

VALERIE 

GROVE 

INTERVIEW 


him  was  "a  surreal  conversa¬ 
tion,  mesmeric  and  chilling" 
after  Hungerford.  with  a  caller 
who  said  he  understood  Mich¬ 
ael  Ryan’s  state  of  mind:  he, 
too,  was  a  potential  Ryan, 
armed  with  a  crossbow.  Ross 
rang  him  afterwards  and  got 
his  permission  first  before 
alerting  the  police.  The  most 


memorable  for  me  was  San¬ 
dra  Sullivan  in  1994.  whose 
daughter  had  been  murdered 
by  an  inmate  .while  doing 
volunteer  work  in  a  care 
hostel-  Mrs  Sullivan  totally 
silenced  Ross  with  her  impas¬ 
sioned  plea  for  justice  for 
victims.  He  rang  her  after¬ 
wards.  too,  and  urged  her  on 
with  her  campaign.  “What  you 
said  has  needed  saying  for  300 
years.  Don't  take  the  pressure 
off."  Clearly  he  does  not  switch 
off  with  the  phone  line.  He 
remains  involved. 

Ross's  social  conscience  was 
inbred:  both  his  parents  were 
marriage  guidance  counsel¬ 
lors,  so  the  three  children  were 
told  sad  tales  of  children  in 
unhappy  families.  Both  par¬ 
ents  got  into  local  LibDem 
politics.  “They  had  the  kind  of 
burning  social  conscience  that 
does  not  necessarily  pull  the 
levers  of  power  but  says:  ‘We 
must  see  if  there  is.  anything 
we  can  do  to  help.’"  His 
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mother  was  appointed  OBE. 
last  year  for  setting  up  a  youth 
counselling  service  in  Surrey. 

His  Berliivtaorn  paternal 
grandfather  Mix  Rosen,  a 
dose  friend  of  David  Ben- 
Gurion,  came  to  England  in 
the  1920s  as  the  representative 
of  Zonism- “He  was  a  signato¬ 
ry  to  Israelis  declaration  of 
independence,  and  Liberal 
Minister  of  Justice,  who  would 
toll  in  his  grave  at  what  has 
become  of  Israel  now." 

Father  was  a  personnel 
director  for  Milliards,  the 
electrical  components  people, 
so  they  were  the  first  family  in 
the  neighbourhood  to  have  a 
television:  in  1953  the  entire 
population  of  Wood  cote  Rood 
congregated  chez  Ross  for  the 
.  Coronation. 

Ross  says  he  sank  without 
trace  ar  school  —  he  won  no 
prizes,  as  he  told  them  when 
he  went  back  to  give  the  prizes 
at.  speech  ■  day.  -  It  was 
Wallington  County  Grammar 
—  the  same  school,  same 
years,  as  Chris  Woodhead. 
now  KM  Chief  Inspector  of 
Schools.  "We  must  have  been 
very  unimpressive,  because 
neither  of  us  even  noticed  the 
other,"  he  says  —  a  — 
fact  unmentioned 
when  Woodhead  He 
came  on  his  phone- 

in.  -  ■  not  5 

The  fact  that  he  AAV,L 
is  educating  his 


three  young  sons  in 
the  private  sector  +1,0,  r 

gives  him  a  guilty  Uit  r 

pang.  "Irs  like  the  rjp . 

day  1  first  cut  TTC 

through  an  Out-  ■ 

span  orange  —  the  UlVl 

lingering  sense 
that  you  shouldn't 
be  doing  this  doesn’t  go  away." 
With  candour,  he  says:  “I  am 
angry  that  1  believe  my  child¬ 
ren  will  do  better  at  a  private 
school” 

Going  to  Queen’s  Univer¬ 
sity.  Belfast,  in  196b  —  Berna¬ 
dette  Devlin  was  in  die  year 
above  him.  also  reading  psy¬ 
chology  —  was  “more  impor¬ 
tant  in  forming  what  1  am. 
than  school  marriage,  or 
childhood.  When  the  Troubles 
began,  the  English  sided  imm¬ 
ediately  with  the  Catholics,  not 
because  of  nationalism  but 
because  they  had  no  votes.  If 
you  couldn't  be  at  Woodstock 
or  ffaris,  Belfast  then  was  a 
golden  period.  I  loved  it:"  He 
joined  the  BBC  and  married  — 
quite  lata  at  38  —  Sarah 
Caplin,  a  BBC  colleague,  after 


He  does 
not  switch 
off  with 
the  phone. 
He  stays 
involved 


catching  right  of  her  in,  a' 
Jacuzzi  in  Chicago  in  his  Man. 
Alive  days.  -•.•*- 

He  Is  fantastically  disci¬ 
plined  and  organised..!  can 
report  that  for  two  weeks  his 
diary;  contains  no  gaps;  from 
breakfast  meetings,  to' school 
concerts,  to  chairing  confer¬ 
ences.  His  grasp  of  each  new 
subject  demands  assiduous 
prep.  When  I  pinioned  him 
after  his  Westminster  pro¬ 
gramme  bad  finished,  he.  had 
yet. to  write  a  policy  paper, 
followed  by  a  dinner.  He 
firmly  refused  a  second  glass 
of  wine:  “Left  just  chunter 
on."  Is  he  a  bit  of  a  control 
freak?  "1  rather  admire  control 
freaks,"  he  said. 

He  has  not  (as  misreporte d) 
been  fired  for  -his  lucrative 
sideline  in  corporate  videos, 
nor  is  he  leaving  in  a  huff 
because  Election  Call  with 
Peter  Sissons  is  taking  over  Bis 
slot.  He  is  leaving  because  he 
wants  to  go  on  a  high,  says  the 
official  BBC  statement  today, 
adding  that  the  Controller, 
James  “McBirt"  Boyle,  hopes 
he  will  soon  be  bade  - 
There  is,  sighs  Ross,  one 
huge  regret  about  leaving: 

-  The  great  privi- 

lege  of  broad  cast- 
[oeS  tog  to  the  Radio;  4 

audience.  At  tunes 
infph  I  can  understand 

VAU-ii  ^  for  the  Con- 

/ttVi  troiler.  they  are 

'■LLiI  such  an  irritating 

bunch:  ■*** 

LvlIlC.  Radio  4  as  their 

l-ovq  dub,,  and  they 

don’t  want 
j  changes,  or  to  let 

VcQ .  other  people  in." 

He  has  been 
gratifyingly  inun¬ 
dated  with  offers  of  otoer  jobs. 
Fronting  Crimewaich  UK  — 
which  he  will  carry  on  with  — 
has  led  him  inevitably  into 
crime  prevention,  where  so 
modi  could  be  done.  His 
Who'S  Who  entry  used  to  list 
under  recreations,  after  skiing 
and  scuba-diving,  “observing 
(and  occasionally  influencing} 
issues  of  public  policy"..  He 
has  excised  that  bit  now;  but 
be  has  become  a  patron  of 
committees  an  healthcare, 
gene  therapy,  road  safety, 
youth  and  crime  “When  I 
started  broadcasting  I  kept 
thinking  that  when  I  grew  up 
I'd  get  a  proper  job,  and  never 
have."  But  tie  could  obviously 
now  make  use  of  his  expertise 
•  on  crime  prevention. 

“Home  Secretaries  don’t 


have  any  balls  and  are  dueless 
about  crime."  he  said  in,  1993. 
He  thinks  we  have  to  get  real, 
stop  locking  the  stable  door 
after  toe  horse  has  bolted.  Stop 
demonising  offenders.  “Every¬ 
body  breaks  rules.  It  is  part  of 
growing  up"  —  as  he  has  said, 
we  have  all  stolen  sweets  from 
Woolwnrths,  including  him. 
"The  key  issue  is  to  contain  it 
at  that  stage,  instead  of  mak¬ 
ing  it  easier  and  easier  to 
commit  crime.  • 

“I  once  went  to  China  on 
your  behalf  and  at  your  ex-  ' 
pense,  as  Beyond  the  Fringe 
put  it  There  was  barbed  wire 
round  some  houses.  I  was  told 
by  die  head  man:  ‘My  grand¬ 
father  did  not  know  burglars. 
My  father  did  not  know  bur¬ 
glars.  But.  now.  we  have 
burglars.’  The  reason  is  obvi¬ 
ous:  television  sets  in  every 
home.  Crime  is  a  product  of- 
afffuence.-.'  _ 

"Crimes  evolve,  aftdfreaane 
extinct.  You  don’t  ^et  mfich 
horse  stealing  or  safebreaking 
now.  But  we  offer  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  portable,  steal  able 
goods,  easily  replicable  in  our 
households  as  our  own.” 

A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  - 
small  burglary  at  his  home  in 
.Netting  HHL The  tofef  reached 
through  a  window  and  got  the 
naimyls  handbag.  But  what 
perturbed  Ross  was  that  it  was 
in  the  tabloids  the  next  day- 


think  they  ought  to  have  a 
polity,  like  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion,  about  where  privacy 
begins  and  ends:"  . 

He  fulminates  on  the  obvi¬ 
ousness  of  cutting  credit  card 
crime  (with  photographs  on 
cards  lor  instance),  on  the 
tantalising  ease  of  mobile 
phdne  theft  —  *1  could  take 
your  mobile  now  and  use  It"— 
and  toe  foolishness  of  design¬ 
ing  JCBs  that  anyone  can  get 
in  and  drive  off. 


mf  ■  '^here's  a  corporate 

■  recklessness  here,  in 

■  toose  who  peddle 
Jk.  such  ;  enormous 

temptations  and  take  no  pre¬ 
cautions.  There  is  blame  on 
both  rides  "  As  he  says,  if  you 
asked  anyone  who.  can  think 
laterally  —  physicists,  engi¬ 
neers^ -*  they  woukfteU  you  hew 
to  make  things  less  steal  able, 
less  inconspicuously  portable, 
less  valuable  on  resale. 

Flaying  devil's  advocate  has 
become  second  nature,  since 
every  story  has  two  sides.  “We 
are  biologically  programmed 
to  seek  certainty  where  there  is 
uncertainty,  meaning  where 
there  is  ambiguity.  But  life  is 
always  much  messier  than  toe 
story  I  have  to  construct " 
Whatever-  he  is  accused  of 
partiality,  he  says  listeners 
claim  he  had  taken  the  opp¬ 
osite  side  of  his  true  beliefs. 


("TV  Crime  Nfck  fa  burgled"): '  They  can’t  call  Nick  Ross  on 
only  the  poficecould  have  told  0171-580  4444  any  more;  but 


than.  "There Van  issue  here 
about  trusting  the  police.  I 


they  might  now  begin  to  hear 
what  he  rally  thinks. 


Trie  Open 
University' 


What  can  the  Open 
University  do  for  you? 


Feeling  positive, 
well-balanced  and  happy? 


Call  The  Samaritans. 


C.r!  0990  hi  72  82 


The  Samaritans 


David  Hockney  draws  inspiration  from 
“a  superb  pictorial  chronicler  of  life  and  manners” 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


MOMBASA 

Plights  from  Manchester  (From  Q8JUI/97), 

m  m-«  £399,  i&k  !So,  £51 9  ■  Bo&  ay  8«i 
mmK£519,mtna,£699-MiibMx 


*  SAIABIS  &  EXCURSIONS  AVAILABLE  * 
Ceslset  Ynr  Trreel  Afnt  or  cell 


^  Bequest  Yo*r  Brochure 

TEL:  0181 423  3000 


i«  hour  mtirr 


It- 


••  A 


- 


ts  rat 


We  can  give  you  a  recognised  BA  or  85c  degree  Om  anyOther 
UotarsBy,  bat  you  don*  have  to  give  up  Wb^kto  do  te  • . A 

Just  as  important  toe  Open  UnJversaycanppen  tip  *  whole  new 
world  of  interests,  challenges  and  achieveraertta-  Thore  are  over  150 
courses  to  choose  from  in  arts,  science,  social  science, -computing,, 
technology,  modem  languages,  mathematics,  bushresu  rmvtagemerA 
law.  education.,  end  health  andeoctotweMbra. 

If  you  are  18  or  over  and  resident  in  the  European  Union,  you're 
eligible.. No  previous  quaEficstfons  am  needed.  Some  financial  help 
mey  be  available.- 

Through  OU  supported  op*n  looming 

You  don't  go  away  to  the  Open  University,  i£come*  to  you.  Them's  no 
need  to  give  up  work,  or  buikiyour  social  fife  around  evening  classes. 

You  team  thrwgh  specialty  written  texts-  -and  audio/vkMte 
materials,  radio  and  TV  programmes.,  computer  software  and  hon& 
late  for  sonre  sconce  and -tedtooiogy  subjects. 

But  you’re  never  isolated.  Your  own  personal  tutor  gfves  regular 
tuition  and  marte  Mstgirmerite  assignments  which  are  relumed  to 
you.  When  you  needt-hejp  and  .advice,  -  or  simply  *  word  of 
encouragement » yoortutor  la  just  aphone  call  away. 

Support  also  comes  from  -your  fieHow,  students.  There  are  over 
300  Open  University  study  caches  around  the  country,  where  you 
can  attend  group  tutorials  or  m&stygur  adlEhielp  study  group:  Some 
courses  etoo  ham  week-long  ideMentiatAdhools. 

■'  Tim  fieqdbfe  way.  to  team  . 

You're  free  to  plan  your  own  degree  -  so,  for  example,  you  can  study 
modem  art  mid  computer  studies  as  pert  of  toe  same  qualification. 
You  can  also  take  e  single  course  with  absolutely  no  commitment  to 
gaining  a  frit  degree.  And  if  you  return  to  study  later,  your  previous 
examination  pass  wfll  count  towards  your  quafification. 

Find  out  more  today 

Over  2  million  people,  have  studied  with  the  Open  University  and 
another  12.700  people  wffl  gain  their  BA  or  BSc  degrees  Has  year. 

To  find  out  hour  you  can  join  them,  use  toe  coupon  or  cel!  today. 
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University  education  and  training  open  to  afl  adults 


the  times  Friday  February 
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The  pulling  power 
of  the  trolley 


As  shoppers  become  more  sophisticated,  so  supermarkets  introduce  new  ways  of  luring  them  into  stores 


Ii  is  sometimes  said  that  if 
you  want  to  discover  the 
secrets  of  a  friend  you  should 
look  no  further  than  his  or 
her  dustbin;  the  same  applies  to  a 
supermarket  trolley  or  basket, 
those  small  revelations  of  intima¬ 
cy.  Part  of  the  fascination  of 
supermarkets  is  that  they  offer  a 
window  on  other  people's  lives. 
Observing  and  listening  to  people 
as  they  shop  —  as  Channel  4  has 
done  for  a  new  series  —  can  be 
devastating^  revealing. 

One  couple,  Sara  Phyllis  and 
Karl  Selfe,  who  were  filmed  wan¬ 
dering  their  local  supermarket  in 
Camden  Town,  were  astonished 
that  a  routine  they  considered 
unimportant  revealed  truths  about 
themselves  and  their  relationship 
they  never  thought  possible.  "I  was 
amazed  at  how  bossy  (  am  and 
how  cunning.’"  says  Sara.  30.  who 
works  at  a  London  design  consul¬ 
tancy.  “1  was  clearly  the  dominant 
one.  It  was  me  who  was  trying  to 
sneak  things  into  the  basket  and 
who  was  telling  Karl  what  he 
couldn’t  have. 

“We  unwittingly  slipped  into 
archetypal  behaviour,  too;  1 
buzzed  off  looking  for  promotions, 
while  he  watched  the  trolley.  It 
was  as  if  we  were  working 
telepathically.  It  was  very 
strange." 

Professor  Rachel  Bowl  by.  of  the 
research  centre  in  the  humanities 
at  Sussex  University',  says  super¬ 
markets  tend  to  magnify  the  roles 
we  play  at  home.  “But  they  do  so  in 
a  more  relaxed,  parodic  way.  So 
one  partner  may  chastise  the  other 
for  spending  too  much  in  a 
manner  that  is  gentle  and  mocking 
but  which  at  home  may  be  a  cause 
Of  bitter  dispute." 

The  behaviour  of  Sara  and  Kail 
followed  an  established  pattern. 
“When  couples  shop  they  tend  to 
work  subconsciously  as  a  team," 
Professor  Bcwlby  adds.  “The  man, 
for  instance,  will  guard  the  trolley 
or  he  will  open  a  bag  as  his  partner 
drops  vegetables  into  it  What  is 
significant  is  that  couples  operate 
without  needing  to  speak  or  indeed 
look  at  each  other.  They  automata- 


The  way  people 
shop  in  .  ' 


i-i  1 


reveal?  truths  about 
themselves  and  . . 
their  relationships, 
says  Jason  Cowley 


ally  understand  what  their  role  is 
and  what  is  required  of  them." 

The  modem  supermarket  is  a 
spectacle  of  excess,  an  assault  an 
the  senses.  The  shopper  is  literally 
overwhelmed  by  choice;  a  typical 
store  carries  something  like  30,000 
product  lines.  And  yet  there  is 
nothing  contingent  or  random 
about  a  supermarket;  it  is  a 
carefully  planned  environment; 
complex,  demanding,  even  mes¬ 
merising.  The  soporific  lighting, 
the  drifting  scent  of  warm  bread, 
the  singposting  of  goods  —  every¬ 
thing  has  been  market-tested,  re¬ 
searched.  preplanned 

As  you  move  through  a  store, 
criss-crossing  aisles  ami  avoiding 
rival  trolleys,  you  are  influenced 
by  layout,  sound,  colour  and  the 
bustle  of  other  people.  There  is  a 
complex  system  of  signs  and 
signifies  to  be  negotiated:  price- 
promotions,  in-aisle  gondolas, 
health  tips,  endcaps.  banners. 
Small  wonder,  then,  thai  many 
shoppers  suffer  information  over¬ 
load.  being  reduced,  says  Hugh 
Phillips,  senior  lecturer  in  retailing 
at  De  Montfort  University,  to 
drowsily  operating  on  autopilot. 

Supermarkets  are  keenly  inter¬ 
ested  in  what  happens  to  ns  at 
such  moments  because  although 
we  appear  to  be  mesmerised  we 
are  still  actually  shopping. 

Dr  Phillips  says:  “  If  we  use  our 
maximum  attention  for  too  long 
we  can  become  easily  tired.  So 
what  we  try  to  do  is  process 
information  subconsciously.” 
Each  person  on  average  blinks 


about  32  times  a  minute;  this  falls 
to  an  almost  narcoleptic  14  times 
per  minute  in  supermarkets.  “Our 
blink  rate  is  associated  with  the 
amount  of  conscious  attention  we 
spend."  says  Dr  Phillips.  The 
trick  of  shopping  is  to  relax  your 
eyes  so  that  information  is  filtered 
without  stress." 

The  grocery  marker  is  estimated 
ru  be  worth  £72  billion  a  year. 
There  are  now  something  like 
30,000  supermarkets  in  Britain 
occupying  37  million  square  feet 
and  employing  320.000  people: 
And  they  are  growing  in  size, 
becoming  more  intimidating; 
there  are  now  1.087  superstores  of 
more  than  25,000  square  feet;  the 
figure  ten  years  ago  was  457. 


As  shoppers  become  more 
sophisticated,  so  the  su¬ 
permarkets  introduce 
new  ways  of  luring  them 
into  stores  —  such  as  loyalty  cards 
and  bonus  schemes. 

In  addition,  the  large  supermar¬ 
kets  are  employing  networks  of 
market  researchers,  “retail"  an¬ 
thropologists,  behaviourial  re¬ 
searchers  and  academics  as  they 
pursue  the  perfect  profit-generat¬ 
ing  snore  So  fierce  is  the  competi¬ 
tion  that  if  you  have  an  "expert- 
opinion  on  the  subject  the  super¬ 
market  will  pay  to  hear  it 
The  trouble  is,  the  more  super¬ 
markets  spend  on  research  the 
more  elusive  and  unpredictable 
the  shopper  becomes.  Gill  Davies, 
of  the  market  reseach  company 
ACNielsen,  says;  “For  too  long 


lew  ways  of  luring  them 
—  such  as  loyalty  cards 


retailers  have  seen  shoppers  as  a 
homogeneous  block  and  used  ge¬ 
neric  marketing  to  attract  them. 
That  was  a  mistake.  Each  consum¬ 
er  is  different;  he  or  she  behaves  in 
entirely  their  own  way." 

In  an  attempt  to  reflect  the 
diversity  of  society  —  and  to 
determine  our  response  to  certain 
stimuli  —  ACNielsen  has  separat¬ 
ed  shoppers  into  six  categories: 

•  The  habit-bound  diehard;  These 
tend  to  be  older  people  for  whom 
routine  and  loyalty  are  important. 
They  have  limited  funds;  they  are 
cautious  with  an  eye  for  a  bargain. 
•The  self-indulgent  shopper. 
Tltey  are  younger  professionals, 
with  no  money  worries  or  commit¬ 
ment s  and  a  fondness  for  the  exotic 
and  unusual.  They  are  confident, 
self-assured  and  eager  to  experi¬ 
ment  with  a  multiplicity  of  foods. 

•  Struggling  idealists:  Not  much 
respected  or  desired  by  supermar¬ 
kets.  they  are  pedantic  and  partic¬ 
ular.  favouring  organic  and 
"natural"  ingredients.  They  never 
spend  much. 

•  Comfortable  and  contented; 
Loosely  called  Middle  Englanders, 
they  are  the  most  sought-after 
shopper,  encompassing  young 
comfortable  mothers  and  house¬ 
wives  to  middle-aged  couples  with 
disposable  income. They  tend  to  be 
admirers  of  Delia  Smith  and 
luxuriate  in  abundance,  in  sur¬ 
plus. 

•  The  frenzied  coper.  Professional 
without  much  time,  or  mothers 
juggling  a  career  and  family,  they 
spend  fredy  but  move  quickly. 
They  return  to  the  same  supermar¬ 
kets,  especially  if  they  offer  creche 
facilities  and  consistent  layouts. 

•  Mercenaries:  They  are  fickle, 
transient,  often  impoverished. 
They  favour  own-brand  goods, 
promotions,  discounts  and  dam¬ 
aged  goods  —  anything  cheap. 

“People  may  dismiss  these  cate¬ 
gories  as  too  simplistic,"  says  Gill 
Davies,  “but  they  are  helping 
supermarkets  drive  up  profits.  It’s 
also  amazing  how  many  people 
recognise  themselves  in  them." 
Shop  Until  You  Drop,  Thursday,  Spm. 
Channel  4 


‘Stewed  rat  or  roast  grasshopper,  sir?’ 


What  do  you  eat  when 
you  have  nothing 
left  to  eat?.  Well*  if 
you  are  a  war  crarespopdent 
dodging  bullets  in  all  the 
world’s  trouble  spots,  the  an¬ 
swer  appeares  to  be  grasshop¬ 
pers,  dandelions,,  rats  or 
caterpillars.  That,  at  least  is 
the  outcome  of  research  by 
Carlton  Television,  which  has 
invited  the  chef  Ross  Burden 
to  recreate  the  culinary  experi¬ 
ences  of  journalists  working  in 
extremis.  And  what  an  uncon¬ 
ventional  menu  he  .  has 
designed. 

There  is  a  choke  of  starters: 
the  stinging  nettles,  dandelion 
leaves,  baked  beans  and  spa¬ 
ghetti,  variations  of  which 
provided  sustenance  for  Mar- 
'*■  tin  Bell,  the  veteran  BBC 
correspondent  and  his  team 
while  living  and  working  in 
Sarajevo  during  the  war  in 


War  correspondents  are  so  busy  dodging  bullets 
that  when  it  comes  to  food,  they  will  eat  anything 


Bosnia.  Or  tiie  goat  and  rancid 
blue  cheese  roll  that  TIN'S 
Lawrence  McGinty  sampled 
in  Turkey  as  he  reported  on  a 
UmceLvacdnatian  campaign. 

From  an  ajsfloundingjy  odd 
:  selection  of  main  courses  there 
is  surely  ,  notiiing  odder  than 
the  meals  eaten  by  John 
Coakson.  of  Sty News,  as  he 
investigated  the  Peruvian 
drugs  trade.  First,  “after  along 
tiring  day",  he  unwittingly  ate 
stewed  rat;  at  least,  being  tired 
was  his  excuse.  Later,  after 
being  mugged  at  gunpoint  he 
sat  down  to  rabbit  in  chilli  and 
chocolate  sauce.  Small  wonder 
he  contracted  dysentery. 

Pudding  comes  courtesy  of 
the  BBCs  Simon  Dring, 
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whose  Pop-Tarts  and  Ambro¬ 
sia  rice,  shared  with  the  Bedu- 
in  of  Syria,  was  infinitely 
preferable  to  the  chunk  of 
warm  human  flesh  he  claims 
he  was  offered  while  travelling 
there  as  a  16-yearold. 

But  it  is  Michael  Nichol¬ 
son’s  culinary  adventures  in 
Angola  that  stand  out. 

An  ITN  foreign  corres¬ 
pondent  since  1966,  Nichol¬ 
son.  60,  describes  his  job  as 
one  of  exotic  luxury  punctuat¬ 
ed  by  periods  of  extreme 
danger,  as  he  discovered  in 
Angola  in  the  late  1970s. 

He  and  his  camera  crew 
were  being  escorted  by  guerril¬ 
las  to  interview  the  leader  of 
Unita,  Jonas  Savimbi,  when 
they  were  ambushed  by  Cu¬ 
ban  troops.  Presumed  dead, 
Nicholson  spent  4*a  months 
wandering  the  southern  Ango¬ 
lan  wilderness,  known  as  “the 
place  at  the  end  of  the  earth". 
He  ale  whatever  was  offered 
him:  baked  caterpillars,  roast¬ 
ed  grasshoppers,  maize  gruel 

Like  most  war  correspon¬ 
dents,  he  was  used  to  trauma 
and  suffering — other  people’s. 
"Nothing  could  prepare  me  for 
the  awfulness  of  my  diet,  or  of 
haying  to  eat  when  ray  face 
was  covered  by  a  blanket  of 
flies  "  Nicholson  says.  “It  was 
cattle  country  and  the  sky 


Nicholson:  plagued  by  flies 

would  be  black  with  flies.  The 
cattle  had  all  been  slaughtered 
but  the  flies  remained.  The 
only  way  you  could  eat  was  by 
pulling  a  sleeping  hag  over 
your  head,  putting  your  food 
inside  the  tog  and  eating  in 
complete  darkness.  Otherwise 
you  were  eating  mouthfuls  of 
flies.  It  really  is  the  dosest  to 
hell  I’ve  ever  been." 


And  yet  there  were  meals 
he  enjoyed.  “The  cater¬ 
pillars,  caught  by  their 
hundreds  and  kept  in  a  buck¬ 
et,  were  actually  quite  juicy," 
he  says.  “Most  of  the  time  we 
were  eating  a  kind  of  semolina 
porridge  made  from  maize,  so 


anything  new  was  a  bonus. 
When  l  was  first  offered  the 
grasshoppers  I  thought  they 
were  cashew  nuts.  They  had 
been  cooked  over  a  fire  and 
were  dark  brown  and 
crunchy.  They  were  absolutely 
deKcious." 

Angola  does  not  hold  the 
happiest  of  memories  for 
Nicholson.  For  it  was  where, 
in  1975.  when  independence 
was  dedared.  that  he  ate  his 
worst  meal:  roasted  goat.  “The 
Portuguese  were  pulling  out 
and  there  wasn't  much  food 
about.  Our  guides  had  a  pet 
goat,  which  we  used  to  dose  up 
with  whisky.  We  grew  rather 
fond  of  the  creature.  Then  one 
afternoon  and  before  our  eyes 
its  throat  was  cut,  it  was 
skinned  and  offered  for  us  to 
eaL  I  can  see  why  people 
become  vegetarians:  tf  you  eat 
an  animal  you  have  stroked 
and  petted  it  leaves  a  pretty 
unpalatable  taste." 

Approaching  retirement, 
Nicholson  finds  himself  in¬ 
creasingly  nostalgic  for  his 
early  days  as  a  foreign  corres¬ 
pondent  “They  were  pioneers: 
going  to  countries,  believe  it  or 
not,  where  a  television  camera 
had  never  been  before.  The 
sense  of  adventure  more  than 
compensated  for  the  occasion¬ 
al  dire  food." 

Jason  Cowley 

Ross's  Foreign  Assignment  stares 
at  3JOpm  on  Saturday.  March  l. 
cm  the  Carlton  Food  Network 
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Philip  Howard 


■  Politicians  are  never 
more  harmlessly  employed 
than  when  electioneering 

Interregnums  (spell  (hem  how  you  will] 
are  not  much  fun  in  an  unstable  facrion- 
ocracy  such  as  China’s.  There  the  death 
of  an  Emperor  is  traditionally  a  time  for  war¬ 
lords.  opportunists  and  change.  Not  for  no¬ 
thing  were  the  words  for  revolution  in  Anci¬ 
ent  Greece  and  Rome  “new  things".  To  make 
revolution  was  to  renovate:  “to  do  new 
things".  Not  for  nothing  were  classics  profes¬ 
sors  of  the  old  school  reptilian  reactionaries. 

But  in  Britain's  tired  old  democracy,  an  in¬ 
terregnum  such  as  the  present  extended  gen¬ 
eral  election  is  the  best  of  times.  Fools  who 
grumble  about  the  constant  electioneering 
do  not  realise  when  they  are  well  off.  For 
once  every  five  years,  the  professional  politi¬ 
cal  class  has  to  suck  up  to  the  rest  of  us  and 
stop  its  pathetic  attempts  to  improve  our  way 
of  life,  ie,  reorganise  us  with  unnecessaty. 
mischievous,  wicked  or  counter-productive 
legislation.  Politicians  are  never  more  harm¬ 
lessly  employed  than  when  electioneering. 
For  then  they  stop  legislating  and  start 
courting  us.  For  once,  as  one  of  the  poxy 
factions  in  Reigate  has  shown,  the  people  of 
England  get  their  chance  to  speak.  May 
Reigate  select  a  candidate  as  worthy  of  its 
ghastly  suburb  as  the  last  one  was. 

And  for  once  the  politicians  have  to  stop 
taking  money  for  questions,  enjoying  “gour¬ 
met’*  freebies  to  the  Ritz.  filing  their  spurious 
expenses  and  rogering  their  “secretaries"  Of 
course,  nothing  can  stop  politicians  dissem¬ 
bling.  and  they  get  up  to  even  more  of  it  at 
election  time.  And  it  is  true  that  an  election 
brings  the  inconveniences  of  junk  leaflets, 
election  broadcasts  and  knocks  on  the  door 
from  simple-minded  or  hectoring  enthusi¬ 
asts.  But  for  what  other  emergency  were  the 
bin-liner  and  die  television  zapper  invented? 
You  do  not  have  to  answer  their  knocks.  But 
it  can  be  instructive  to  do  sa  in  order  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  brass  necks  that  drive  such  loonies 
to  knock  on  the  doors  of  strangers  with  their 
piffling  programmes  and  scaremongering. 

For  politicians  at  aU  levels,  from  Westmi  n- 
ster  to  the  election  door-knockers,  are  work¬ 
ers.  As  well  as  that  other  word  like  it  with  a 
vowel  changed.  A  wonk  came  into  the  lan¬ 
guage  as  the  disparaging  American  college 
term  for  a  studious  person.  A  fanciful  etymo¬ 
logy  derives  it  from  “know"  spelt  backwards, 
in  England  the  equivalent  schoolboy  term 
for  those  cleverer  than  the  speaker  was  swol 
Bur  Bill  Clinton,  with  his  awesome  passion 
for  electioneering  and  his  awful  rack  of 
principle,  has  turned  wanking  into  a  compli¬ 
ment  —  at  any  rate  among  the  professional 
political  classes.  Clinton's  annual  spring 
woniting  weekend  in  South  Carolina  for 
wannabe  politicians  sounds  like  the  fifth 
circle  of  hell  for  the  average  human  being. 

But  for  ambitious  wankers,  who  form  less 
than  10  per  cent  of  any  population,  it  is 
heaven.  And  so  is  our  general  election.  For 
the  "professional”  politicians  can  witter  on  to 
their  vanity's  desire  about  the  “ishues"  and 
dance  a  thousand  policy  proposals  on  the 
point  of  a  pin.  They  can  defile  our  news¬ 
papers  and  billboards  with  fatuous  and 
patronising  posters.  But  at  least  that  brings 
money  into  the  trades  for  proper  workers. 

But  of  course,  a  general  election  is  about 
something  more  important  than  choosing 
between  a  grey  man  and  a  man  with  a  perm¬ 
anent  glassy  smile.  The  governance  of  a 
nation  matters.  But  in  general,  the  less  of  it 
there  is,  the  better.  Pace  market  gardeners 
and  poor  put-upon  prostitutes,  politics  is  an 
older  profession  —  though  not  as  honourable 
as  either.  The  oldest  profession  is  medicine:  a 
doctor  was  needed  to  attend  the  first  birth. 
Second  was  the  law:  a  registrar  recorded  it 
An  architect  reduced  chaos  to  order.  But 
government  came  first,  because  we  needed  a 
politician  to  create  the  chaos. 

So  the  modem  doctrine  (devised  of  course, 
by  wonks)  of  permanent  electioneering  is  a 
sophisticated  advance  for  democracy.  The 
fearful  wonkers  can  chatter  and  pamphle¬ 
teer  in  ever  decreasing  circles  until  they 
vanish  up  their  own  bumpf.  The  rest  of  us  get 
on  with  more  civilised  pursuits,  such  as 
reading,  listening  to  music,  watching  the 
daffodils  return,  and  even  wondering  about 
the  plural  of  interregnum.  For  interregnums 
are  fun  even  if  they  are  interregna.  A  British 
general  election,  held  once  a  year  at  a  fixed 
date,  say  April  1.  would  be  the  greatest  public 
blessing  since  the  Reform  Acts.  It  would 
confine  the  wonkers  to  their  ghetto. 
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PARTY  POWER  STRUGGLE! 


Elementary,  Watson 


The  headline  was  sensational. 
“Abort  babies  with  gay  genes, 
says  Nobel  winner."  But  thar 
was  not  what  Dr  James  Watson 
said.  He  had  told  his  Sunday  Telegraph 
interviewer  that  if  any  gene"  unwelcome 
to  parents  were  found  in  an  embryo, 
they  should  be  permitted  to  abort  it.  And 
if  an  embryo  lacked  a  gene  which 
parents  wanted  in  their  child,  they  could 
abort  that  too. 

Height,  intelligence.  Down’s  syn¬ 
drome,  musical  aptitude,  good  looks, 
curly  hair,  skin  colour,  homosexuality 
...  all  these  characteristics  may  be 
genetically  determined.  With  every  step 
in  the  advance  of  medical  knowledge,  we 
see  more  clearly  where  the  read  is 
leading.  The  era  of  the  designed  baby 
is  dawning. 

Watson,  one  of  the  men  who  discov¬ 
ered  DNA.  saw  no  reason  not  to 
welcome  this,  even  if  some  “gay  embry¬ 
os"  were  aborted  as  a  result  He  does  not 
assume  that  homosexuality  is  genetical¬ 
ly  determined:  the  “gay  gene"  is  only  one 
instance  of  the  dilemmas  which  will 
occur.  The  debate  is  more  important 
than  the  instance. 

Reaction  to  Dr  Watson’s  remarks  has 
been  swift  and  censorious.  Nick  Par¬ 
tridge.  the  director  of  the  Terrence 
Higgins  T rust  (an  Aids  and  HIV  charity) 
called  Watson's  remarks  “outrageous". 
The  Sunday  Telegraph's  Editor.  Domi¬ 
nic  Lawson,  said  Watson  had  become 
“too  big  for  his  DNA”  And  reaction 
from  anti-abortion  campaigners  has 
been  predictably  hostile. 

More  significant  has  been  the  view 
of  what  we  might  call  the  Guardian- 
reading  tendency.  This,  too,  seems  to  be 
hostile.  The  paper’s  columnist,  George 
Monbiot,  wrote  on  Tuesday  that  all  the 
evils  of  “mass  consumerism”  would  flow 
from  permitting  parents  to  choose  the 
offspring  they  want.  The  accretion  of 
individual  choices  could  lead  to  the 
emergence  of  an  unlovely  society.  Trying 
to  confer  advantage  on  our  children  by 
designing  the  embryo  was  comparable 
with  sending  them  to  a  public  school.  He 
condemned  both. 

Here,  then,  is  a  proposal  that  unites 
progressives  and  conservatives  in  con¬ 
demnation.  There  must  be  something  to 
be  said  for  it 

Leave  aside  the  debate  about  whe¬ 
ther  abortion  can  ever  be  right  It 
matters,  but  it  is  another  debate.  We  will 
not  outlaw  abortion,  and  the  only 
window  anti-abortionists  have  into  the 
argument  about  genes  is  to  cite  Dr 


The  great  DNA  boffin  is  right:  only  the 
parents  should  ever  decide  whether  a 
particular  gene  warrants  an  abortion 


Watson's  proposals  as  proof  that  once 
you  pvrmit  abortion  for  any  reason 
other  than  life-and-dcath  emergency,  the 
slope  is  slippery.  Indeed  it  is.  Bui  wc  are 
on  the  slope,  and  not  disposed  as  a 
nation  to  clamber  back  up  it.  The 
question  is  whether  we  can  find  an 
anchor  here  —  some  distance  down 
the  slope  —  or  whether,  with  Dr  Watson, 
we  slide. 

I  slide. 

In  this,  as  in  a  wide  range  of  ethical 
questions  of  public  policy  in  Britain,  one 
starts  by  discovering  that  Baroness 

Wamock  has  been  asked  to  consider  the 
question:  that  she  has  considered  it:  and 

that  she  has  copped  _ 

out  of  offering  any 
useful,  or  even  interest-  CJi  /F 
ing.  answers.  Mary  fit  /I/// 

Wamock  led  the  In-  V  -dJA 

quiry  into  Human  Fer-  C  /  ) 

tilisation.  whose  1984  ryj 

report  (though  focused  ^ 

upon  in  vitro  fertilisa- 
rion)  looked  at  the  wid¬ 
er  question  of  the  status  of  human 
embryos.  It  concluded: 

Public  anxiety . . .  centres ...  on  the  idea 
of  the  deliberate  creation  of  human 
beings  with  specific  characteristics.  We 
regard  such  techniques  as  purely  specu¬ 
lative.  but  believe  that  any  developments 
in  these  fields  are  precluded  by  the 
controls  we  have  already  recommended 
...  We  recommend  that  the  proposed 
licensing  body  promulgate  guidance  on 
what  types  of  research,  apart  from  those 
precluded  by  law,  would  be  unlikely  to  be 
considered  ethically  acceptable  in  any 
circumstances,  and  therefore  would  not  be 
licensed. 

In  other  words.  "Don’t  ask  me." 
Thanks.  Mary.  In  the  book  she  wrote 
after  this  report.  A  Question  of  Life,  she 
enlightens  us  further 

.  .  .  some  people,  at  some  limes,  may 
regard  things  as  matters  of  moral  right  or 
wrong  which  at  another  time,  or  another 
place,  are  thought  to  be  matters  of  taste, 
or.  indeed,  matters  of  no  importance  at  all 
. . .  Those  who  discuss  moral  decision  in 
terms  of  what  is,  or  is  not,  compatible  with 
the  dictates  of  conscience  are.  at  least  in 
part,  appealing  to  an  inner  sense  of  what 
is.  or  is  not,  tolerable  behaviour. 


d Matthew 
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David  Hume  compressed  this  into 
something  more  lucid,  in  1738:  morality, 
he  wrote,  was  “more  properly  felt  than 
judg'd  of".  And  in  the  end.  that  is  all  she 
can  advise. 

But  every  age  needs  a  Wamock.  The 
function  of  a  Wamock  is  to  provide  for 
administrators  the  high-toned  mush  uf 
academic  pedigree  upon  which  the)’  can 
float  the  prevarications  which  may 
detain,  bur  cannot  arrest,  the  march  of 
history.  We  should  not  mock.  By  erect¬ 
ing  straw  barriers  instead  of  concrete 
ones,  a  Wamock  saves  her  age  from 
collisions  of  a  more  damaging  kind.  One 
sometimes  suspects  that  if  Baroness 

_  Wamock  had  not  exist- 

_  ed,  it  would  have  been 

trf  necessaiy  to  invent 

UnPW  her.  One  sometimes 

'IflJfy  id/  suspects  we  have. 

•  That  1984  report  did 

Wlf  offer  a  guess  at  public 

•  Kj  moral  sentiment.  It 

-  —  —  guessed  that  “Society 

feels  ...  its  members 
.  .  .  must  be  protected  against  poss¬ 
ible  exploitation  by  enthusiastic  sci¬ 
entists”  Upon  that  guess.  Wamock 
tried  half-heartedly  to  predude  devel¬ 
opment  of  knowledge  of  the  designing 
of  babies. 


But  the  guess  was  wrong-head¬ 
ed.  Of  course,  if  you  ask 
"Society”  (should  you  ever  meet 
such  a  being]  "do  you  think 
your  members  should  be  protected 
against  exploitation  by  enthusiastic 
sdentistsr.  Society  would  say  Yes.  Bur  I 
believe,  with  another  baroness,  that 
there  is 

no  such  thing  as  society:  there  are  par¬ 
ents.  If  you  ask  parents  "If  there  were 
a  way  you  could  ensure  that  your 
baby  will  grow  up  to  be  bright,  strong 
and  handsome,  would  you  consider  tak¬ 
ing  it?”,  then  many  would  take  it 
This  is  not  a  matter  of  exploitation  ty 
scientists:  parents,  of  their  own  voli¬ 
tion,  will  exploit  the  possibilities  offered 
by  science. 

And  why  not?  Human  beings  have 
always  tried  to  improve  their  offspring. 


Not  only  (or  even  mainly)  by  persuasion, 
but  by  coercion  do  we  mould.  A  million 
braces,  callipers,  foot-binders,  sticking- 
out-ear-flatteners,  public  school  house¬ 
masters  .  A-level  crammers,  slippers  and 
canes  all  bear  witness  to  this. 

Until  recently,  natural  selection  —  the 
survival  of  the  finest  —  offered  a  silent 
hand  in  the  process.  Now  a  welfarism 
under  which  the  worst  reproduce  as  fast 
as  the  best  has  blocked  human  evolu¬ 
tion.  The  acquiring  of  mastery  over  the 
genes  wc  transmit,  far  from  being  anti- 
nature.  allows  natural  selection  to 
resume  its  course. 

It  is  simply  famous  for  a  man  who  is 
tail,  or  crippled,  or  pale,  or  short,  or 
gay  to  try  to  prevent  access  to  such  sci¬ 
entific  mastery  on  the  ground  that  if 
ir  had  existed  previously,  he  might 
not  have  been  bom.  So  what?  (f  you 
don’t  exist  you  haven't  missed  anything. 
It  might  be  possible  to  find  a  gene 
which  disposes  a  man  to  be  sexually  at¬ 
tracted  to  trees.  An  infinity  of  pos¬ 
sible  sexualities  is,  in  Nick  Partidge* 
sense,  missing  out  by  not  being  bom, 
but  Dr  Watson’s  proposals  imply  no  re¬ 
duction  in  the  number  of  human  lives: 
for  every  embryo  rejected  in  favour 
of  a  preferred  embryo,  a  child  who 
would  not  otherwise  have  been  con¬ 
ceived  is  made.  Why  not  let  the  parents 
choose  which? 

(f  my  parents  had  not  wanted  a  gay 
son.  and  if  medical  science  in  1949  could 
have  identified  that  propensity  m  the 
embryo,  then  no  power  on  earth  should 
have  prohibited  them  from  terminating 
me.  Their  decision  would  have  been 
wrong,  but  they  should  have  been  free  to 
take  it  Those  authoritarians  —  progres¬ 
sive  and  conservative  —  who  would 
deny  the  next  generation  such  mastery 
would  do  so  because  they  do  not  trust 
their  fellow  men  to  make  the  right 
choices.  In  denying  individual  parents 
control,  they  assert  their  own.  They 
know  best;  they  know  that  Asian  parents 
ought  not  to  prefer  a  male  child,  that 
Daily  MaiY-reading  parents  ought  not  to 
prefer  a  heterosexual  son. 

We  may  agree,  but  why  should  we 
interfere?  Let  people  find  the  truth  by 
experimentation;  let  a  shortage  of  Asian 
girls  create  its  own  demand.  It  may 
create  a  surfeit  of  Asian  homosexuals. 
Let  gay  men  prove  our  worth,  as  we  da 
Through  trial  and  error  people  will  find 
their  way,  and,  in  the  end,  nothing  will 
stop  the  march  of  knowledge.  With 
knowledge  marches  capability.  Nothing 
can  separate  them. 


True  Brit 


IN  HER  QUEST  for  the  youth 
vote.  Virginia  Bottomley,  Heritage 
Secretary  and  lover  of  the  am,  has 
turned  critic  for  Billboard  maga¬ 
zine.  a  pap  music  publication  read 
by  showbusiness  ponytails. 

Nanny  Bottomley  has  written  a 
tribute  to  the  pop  music  industry 
for  the  current  Brit  Awards  issue 
of  the  magazine,  in  which  she 
lapses  into  the  jargon  of  pop- 
pickers:  "The  creative  influence  of 
Oasis.  Pulp.  Kuia  Shaker.  Super- 
grass  and  Elastica  contributed  to 
Britain's  position  as  home  to  some 
of  the  coolesr  music  on  the  planet." 

The  image  of  Tony  Blair  ad¬ 
dressing  the  Brit  Awards  and  up¬ 
staging  her  last  year  still  burns 
angrily  in  Nanny's  breast,  and  she 
wants  to  get  bade  on  even  terras. 

She  writes  nostalgically  of  the 
musical  icons  of  her  youth  —  "The 
Wha  Eric  Clapton,  Gary  Glitter 
and  Bob  Dylan,  veterans  still  at 
the  top  of  their  profession".  She 
rhapsodises  about  bands  "strut¬ 
ting  their  stuff"  in  language  sug¬ 
gesting  that  she  has  just 
swallowed  the  latest  issue  of 
Smash  Hits. 

More  tellingly,  she  has  been 
badgering  organisers  or  the  Brit 
Awards  —  where  last  year  politi¬ 
cians  including  John  Prescott  and 


his  wife  rubbed  shoulders  with 
cocaine-sniffing  music-makers  — 
for  tickets  to  the  event  on  Tuesday 
night.  Organiser  Bernard  Doch- 
erty  is  unimpressed:  "Tell  the 
truth,  I  doubt  she'd  recognise 
bands  like  the  Prodigy  if  they  ran 
up  and  bit  her  on  the  nose." 

•  Many  happy  returns  to  Jilly 
Cooper,  chronicler-in-chief  of  the 


Still  Glittering? 


haystack  romp,  who  is  60  today. 
"Til  be  off  on  Monday  to  collect 
my  E2S  or  so  pension ,"  she  says, 
just  back  from  walking  the  dogs 
through  Gloucestershire,  " and 
with  any  luck  ril  be  pursued  by 
gigolos  now  I'm  so  rich."  Age  holds 
no  fears  for  Mrs  Cooper.  “ Men  get 
blinder  as  well  as  us.  so  before 
long  we’U  all  just  be  rosy  glows 
and  practitioners  of  what  I  call 
the  Calmer  Sutra.” 


Some  upset 

SHOCK  WAVES  from  the  death 
of  Deng  Xiaoping,  China's  para¬ 
mount  leader,  have  reached  the 
West  Country.  Deng's  12-year-old 
adopted  grandson,  a  pupil  at  Mill- 
field  Preparatory  School  in  Somer¬ 
set  has  returned  to  China. 

He  went  back  for  half-term  and 
is  expected  to  remain  out  there  for 
the  funeral.  Simon  Cummins,  the 


headmaster,  says  that  in  the  days 
before  Deng's  dearh  the  boy's 
guardians  felt  that  he  shouldn't  re¬ 
turn  to  school,  since  his  grandfa¬ 
ther  was  in  poor  health. 

“He’s  a  nice  boy  and  a  good  pu¬ 
pil."  adds  Cummins.  “His  friends 
all  call  him  Chang.  We  will  be  of¬ 
fering  him  every  sort  of  support 
that  we  can  if  he  comes  back." 


Equity  please 

BENEATH  the  immaculately 
oiled  exterior  of  David  Sudiet  star 
of  Howard  Davies's  West  End 
production  of  Who’s  Afraid  ofVir- 


"Ifs  some  guy 

allied  Gordon  Brown" 


ginia  Woolf?  and  the  definitive  In¬ 
spector  Poirot,  ties  an  unexpected 
streak  of  militancy. 

Along  with  200  other  topbilling 
names  —  Simon  Callow,  Derek 
Jacobi.  Diana  Rigg  —  Suchet  has 
signed  an  advertisement  backing 
an  Equity  campaign  for  a  E250-a- 
week  minimum  wage.  Negotia¬ 
tions  are  in  progress,  but  an  all- 
out  strike  paralysing  the  West  End 
is  not  impossible:  “If  my  union  or¬ 
ders  me  out  then  I'm  out,"  he  says 
defiantly. 

•  The  toast  of  the  smoking  room 
at  the  Athenaeum  .in  London  at 
present  is  Lefrte.  the  club’s  errant 
cat ,  reunited  with  his  brother 
Letour  after  being  rescued  from 
the  thunderstorms  on  Wednesday 
night.  Lefite  was  discovered 
drenched  and  supine  in  St  James's 
Park  bv  passers-by.  who  dis¬ 
patched  him  to  ha  Pall  Mall 
home  in  a  black  cab,  which  a 
starchy  doorman  had  to  pay  for. 
"We  can't  stop  him,”  sighs  Tom 
Weber,  the  club's  assistant  man¬ 
ager.  "He’s  even  been  up  to  Buck¬ 
ingham  Palace  to  see  the  Queen, 
but  she  sends  him  back 


Peerless  life 

BOOT  of  the  Beast  aka  Lord 
Deedes.  has  completed  his  mem¬ 
oirs.  They  will  be  published  in  Oc¬ 
tober  under  the  title  Is  Then 


The  Good  Deedes 

Much  More  of  This  Old  Boy? 

For  many  years  Deedes  was 
courted  by  prospective  biogra¬ 
phers  keen  to  earn  a  dime  writing 
up  a  life  which  has  ranged  from 
Abyssinia  as  a  war  reporter  (and 
model  for  the  hero  of  Evelyn 
Waugh's  Scoop)  to  Tory  back 
rooms  (where  he  served  as  Cabi¬ 
net  Minister  under  Macmillan 
and  best  friend  of  Denis  Thatcher) 
and  The  Daily  Telegraph,  as  Edi¬ 
tor  for  12  years.  But  he  turned 
down  all  would-be  biographers, 
and  was  only  persuaded  three 
years  ago  to  get  scribbling  himself 
by  a  lady-friend  who  promised  to 
help  with  the  research. 


te  V.': 


rhetoric  arid  "action 


J  ohn  Gammer,  toe  man  la  charge  of 
the  Mfoikty  of  Agriculture  during 
toe  genesis  of  the  BSEcriris,  has 
carefully  cultivated  a  "green"  reputar 
non.  He  uses  feopasskmedtanguage  » 
argue  that  wwnot  not  "cheat  cm  our 
children”;  He  hasbecn on  our ^televis¬ 
ions  wanrinrcfcvefcxfcn.  that  they  will 
no  longer  be  allowed  to  fcnfid  on  great- 
Add  sites.  And  he  has_feeentointem»- 
tjona]  conferences  denouncing  countries 
that  refuse  to  face  up  to  wanning. 

But  how  green,  realty*^  toe  Secretary 
of  State  for  toe  Environment?  I  believe 
he  deserves  sane  credit.  It  sesitB  tooth* 
has  been,  convinced  by  the  evidence  of 
environmental  decline  his  advisers  pttifc 
before  him.  on  urban  air- pollution,  the 


ally  positive  attitude  in  European 
moment  Council  meetings-  v 

But  we  should  not  be  uncritieaL  Par¬ 
ents  of  asthma  sufferers,  or  those  who 
cough  and  splutter  as  they  walk  down 
smoggy  streets,  will  not  be  impressed  to 
tearntnat  the  Governments  tor-quality 
strategy,  published  last  year,  sets  too 
targets  for  improvement- -until  2005. 
Earlier  targets  would  have  meant  radi¬ 
cal  shifts  in  policy.:  something  this 
Government  finds  even  harder  to  swal¬ 
low  than  the  rest  of  usfind  the  pollution 
which  results  from  its  inaction. 

Evidence  collected  by  the  Council  for 
the  Protection  of  Rural  England  indi¬ 
cates  that  there  is  still  a  great  deal  of 
building  on  greenfield  rites,  and  that  Mr 
Gummer  himself  is  faOing'to  block  new 
out-of-town  supermarkets  even  when  he 
has  the  pawn*  to  do  sa  There  is  a  gap 
between  his  rhetoric  and his  actions. 

The  Environment  Secretary  also  falls 
short  of  his  rhetoric  in  the  less  glamor¬ 
ous  but  equally  important  aim  of  integ- 


P-H-S 


veals  that  the  "green  ministers",  a  group 
Mr  C.ummer  chairs,  have  done  tittle 
other  than  consider  departmental  fuel 
bills.  The  impact  of  different  policies  on 
the  environment  has  been  largely  igno¬ 
red.  Few  departments  indude  environ¬ 
mental  information  in  their  annual  rep¬ 
orts.  And  now  the  Government  is  block¬ 
ing  a  proposal  at  the  European  inter¬ 
governmental  conference  to  indude  a 
prominent  commitment  to  integration  of 
the  environment  m  the  EU  treaty.  How 
can  John  Gummcr  square  this  with  his 
professed  environmental  concern? 

A  Labour  government  would  do 
better.  Tony  Blair  stated  in  Janu¬ 
ary  that  in  his  government  all  de¬ 
partments  —  the  Treasury,  toe  Foreign 
Office  and  the  Transport  Department 
induded  —  would  be  departments  for 
the  environment  This  week  he  repeated 
his  determination  to  dean  up  the  air  in 
our  dties.  Gordon  Brown  insists  that  toe 
tax  system  should  be  used  to  encourage 
work  and  discourage  pollution.  At 
present,  toe  opposite  is  often  die  rase. 

Anyone  who  thinks  that  this  is  all  just 
soundbite  stuff  should  read  Labours 
comprehensive  environmental  policy 
document.  In  Trust  for  Tomorrow.  A 
theme  running  though  tills  is  that 
environmental  protection  and  economic 
regeneration  are  not  alternatives,  but 
must  proceed  hand  in  hand.  By  setting 
high  environmental  standards,  Britain 
will  become  not  only  cleaner  and  health¬ 
ier,  but  also  richer.  The  market  for 
pollution  abatement  technology  is  al¬ 
ready  as  large  as  the  global  aerospace 
market,  and  by  the  end  of  toe  decade.it 
will  be  as  large  as  the  chemical  industry. 
The  scope  for  making  and  selling  "dean 
technologies",  which  use  resources  more 
efficiently,  producing  less  pollution  and 
waste,  is  even  greater.  And  mainstream 
companies  that  cut  pollution  and  reduce 
energy  use,  whether  voluntarily  or  to 
meet  regulatory  requirements,  will  find 
their  costs  falling.  As  the  CBI  puts  it, 
"environment  means  business”. 

Take  the  vexed  issue  of  the  car.  As 
Tony  Blair  said  on  Monday,  there  is  no 
point  in  waging  war  on  the  can  ir  has 
brought  freedom  to  millions.  But  we 
have  to  accept  that  the  car  is  now  respon¬ 
sible  for  most  of  the  pollution  in  our 
dties.  We  need  to  do  two  things.  First, 
we  must  improve  provirion  of  oty^- 
forms  of  transport,  as  in  many  otfer 
European  dties.  This  week  we  learn  that 
even  the  RAC,  for  so  long  the  champion 
of  unrestricted  rights  for  the  motorist 
has  been  converted  to  the  importance  of 
public  transport,  cyding  and  walking. 
Secondly,  we  must  make  the  car  more 
green,  so  that  it  becomes  more  efficient 
and  less  polluting.  That  is  why  Tony 
Blair  announced  a  new  initiative  to 
bring  together  government,  industry 
and  academic  research  to  develop  an 
emission-free  vehide.  And  If  it  is 
developed  successfully,  Britain  should 
be  able  to  sell  it  the  world  over. 

Charles  Secrett,  the  Director  of 
Friends  of  the  Earth,  caused  a  stir  rec¬ 
ently  when  he  d aimed  that  the  Tories 
were  greener  than  Labour.  His  extraor¬ 
dinary  reason  is  that  the  Conservatives  d 
have  a  record  whereas  Labour  does  noL  I 
Can  he  have  failed  to  notice  that  for  the 
past  18  years  Labour  has  been  in  Oppos¬ 
ition.  where  it  is  impossible  to  develop  a 
record  of  action?  He  also  ignores  the 
pioneering  work  of  Labour  local  au¬ 
thorities,  such  as  Edinburgh.  York; 
Leicester  and  Kirklees.  There  are  goof* 
grounds  for  optimism.  But  it  will  be  upr 
to  environmental  pressure  groups  to 
make  sure  that  Labour  keeps  to  its 
environmental  commitments  in  office. 
Baroness  Blackstone  is  a  Labour 
spokesman  in  the  Lords. 
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lions  and  unicorns 

Neither  party  convinces  on  the  constitution 


,of  yesterday’s  House  of  Com- 
^JnidHbaie  *e  'onstitudon  may  have 
leit  ,5s  J?  “}sy  118(1  entered  a  topsy-turn 
wmW-.On  the  government  bendvskuhe 
Oppoabon,  putong  to  the  test  the  pohdes  of 
the  other  side.  John  Major  presumably  did 
not  intend  «  t°  look  that  way.  But  this 
blistering  debate  allowed  the  counhy  a 
foretaste  of  what  could  lie  ahead  later  this 
year,  if  Labour  should  win  power. 

Mr  Majort  speech  was  persuasive  in 
parte,  and  delivered  in  the  confidence  that, 
on  this  issue  at  least,  he  has  the  full  support 
of  his  party.  Whatever  his  colleagues  --Sd 

Si*  JeTJp  Pfrty  ~  might  have  thought 

ui  the  past,  they  have  all  now  recanted  their 
earlier  support  for  devolution  and  reform  of 
toe  House  of  Lords.  The  Prime  Minister  will 
be  able  to  blast  Labour  on  constitutional 
reform  during  the  election  campaign,  not 
just  because  its  plans  are  flawed,  but  also 
because  he  will  be  bolstered  by  unaccus¬ 
tomed  unity  on  his  own  side. 

That  is  not  to  say,  however,  that  he  is 
bound  to  win  the  argument  Indeed,  he 
sometimes  risks  damaging,  his  case  by 
overstatement  For  instance,  to  daim  that 
separate  taxation  can  take  place  only  in  a 
separate  nation  —  attacking  a  Scottish 
parliament’s  tax-varying  powers  —  is  to 
ignore  the  many  countries  in  the  world  in 
which  local  income  tax  is  levied.  To  say  that 
“any  Honourable  Member  of  this  House 
should  be  ashamed”  to  endorse  Labour’s 
plans  is  to  insult  the  legitimately  held  beliefs 
of  many  thoughtful  MPs.  And  to  daim  that 
Labour,  in  its  constitutional  reforms,  is 
putting  party  before  country  can  sound 
hollow  from  a  party  that  is  determined  to 
keep  the  overwhelmingly  Conservative 
ranks  of  hereditary  peers.  ' 

Mr  Major'S  other  problem  is  that,  in 
opposing  all  Labour's  constitutional  re¬ 
forms.  however  desirable,  he  runs  toe 
danger  of  offering  toe  electorate  a  negative 
agenda.  Few  outside  Westminster  believe 
that  all  is  for  toe  best  in  the  best  of  all 
possible  constitutional  worlds.  By  setting 


JURY  JUDGMENT 

Twelve  good  men  are  sometimes  not  good  enough 


There  are  dangers  in  .empowering  judges  at 
the  expense  of  juries,  but  there  are  occasions 
when  matters  are  better  not  left  entirely  to  12 
laymen.  The  development  of  a  culture  of 
compensation  and  the  consequent  growth  in 
litigation  has  tested;  toe  capacity  of  juries -to  : 
operate  effectively  in  some  civil  cases.  The 
choice  of  trial  by  jury  given  to  defendants  in 
certain  criminal  cases  also  places  sometimes 
unnecessary  demands  on  dozens  and  toe 
justice  system.  The  Home  Secretary.  Mich¬ 
ael  Howard,  and  toe  Master  of  toe  Rolls, 
Lord  Woolf,  are  not  natural  allies;  but  both 
want  to  see  limitations  placed  on  the 
operation  of  juries  and  both  are  acting 
legitimately  in  the  public  interest. 

As  matters  stand,  serious  criminal  cases 
such  as  rape  automatically  go  to  jury  trial 
and  minor  offences  such  as  traffic  crime  are 
dealt  with  by  magistrates  as  a  matter  of 
course;  but  in  certain  “intermediate”  or 
“either  way”  cases,  such  as  theft,  toe 
defendant  can  choose  whether  to  be  tried  in 
front  of  a  jury  or  by  magistrates.  Lord 
Rundman's  Royal  Commission  felt,  in  toe 
words  of  one  of  its  members.  Professor 
Michael  Zander,  that  as  a  matter  of 
principle  “it  is  as  wrong  to  leave  to  toe 
defendant  the  choice  of  court  as  it  would  be 
to  leave  him  the  choice  of  judge”. 

Not  only  is  it  wrong  in  principle  to  allow  a 
defendant  to  make  a  derision  which  should 
be  a  matter  for  toe  justice  system,  it  is 
damaging  in  practice.  Trials  start  later,  take 
longer  and,  in  many  cases,  are  preempted 
by  guilty  pleas  at  the  lastminute  after  long 
preparation.  Justice  delayed  is  justice  de¬ 
nied.  There  is  nothing,  in  principle,  to 
prevent  any  defendant  charged  with  an 


offence  such  as  theft  receiving  an  appro¬ 
priate  hearing  in  front  of  magistrates. 

The  courts'  decisions  are,  of  course,  open 
.  to  criticism  and  one  of  the  areas  where 
sniping  has  been  most  justified  has  been  toe 
,  levd  of  damages  awarded  in  those  civil  cases 
where  juries  at  Libel  has  been  toe  most 
notorious,  with  public  distaste  for  news¬ 
paper  excesses  translated  into  inflated 
awards.  Established  practice  had  been  to 
allow  the  jury,  unadvised,  to  decide  toe  level 
of  compensation.  In  1996  the  then  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  Sir  Thomas  Bingham,  compared 
toe  situation  of  the  jury  in  such  circum¬ 
stances  to  “the  position  of  sheep  loosed  in  an 
unfenced  common,  with  no  shepherd." 

Juries  in  defamation  cases  can  now  be 
guided  by  toe  judge  to  an  appropriate  level 
of  damages  to  ensure  that  a  slight  in  print 
does  not  yield  sums  which  dwarf  the  level  of 
compensation  for  a  crippling  injury.  This 
week.  Lord  Woolf  further  restrained  juries 
inclined  to  award  over-generous  damages 
when  he  set  an  upper  limit  of  £50.000  on  toe 
amount  courts  should  award  citizens  who 
have  been  maltreated  by  toe  police.  Under¬ 
standable  horror  at  toe  indignities  that 
individuals  have  endured  at  the  hands  of 
those  who  should  be  their  protectors  may 
have  driven  up  damages.  Unfortunately, 
even  though  toe  award  was  supposed  to 
penalise  the  police,  it  has  been  the  taxpayer 
who  has  had  to  pick  up  toe  bill.  A  limit  on 
awards  not  only  restores  balance  to  justice,  it 
also  safeguards  toe  public  purse.  The  onus  is 
now  on  toe  pdioe  to  ensure  that  their  own 
disciplinary  machinery  affords  victims  of 
injustice  the. real  compensation  of  seeing 
villains  in  uniform  appropriately  punished. 


PREVIOUS  CONVICTIONS 

Australians  prefer  black  sheep  to  blue  blood 


The  eminence  enjoyed  in  England  by  those 
whose  people  came  over  with  the  Cem- 
ieror.  and  in  toe  United  States  by  those 
Whose  families  were  at  the  first  Thanks¬ 
giving,  is  extended  to  those  Australians 
whose  ancestors  were  men  of  firm  convio- 
tions.  There  are  none  so  noble  in  Oz  as  those 
who  can  boast  a  felon  for  a  forefather.  NOW 
it  has  been  revealed  as  a  source  of  pride  toat 
one  of  Australia’s  tallest  poppies,  the 
premier  John  Howard,  has  roots  in  Botany 
Bay.  It  is  one  of  Australia’s  many  chant* 
that  status  depends  more  on  having  black 
sheep  in  the  family  than  blue  blood 
England  has  had  criminals  of  conse¬ 
quence,  from  the  noble  Robin  of  Locksley  to 
the  amateur  cracksman  and  gentleman 
around  town  A  J.  Raffles,  but  a  skeleton  key 
in  toe  cioset  has  usually  been  a  badge  ot 
shame.  A  father,  or  father^ gure,  wto  form 
ti  has  been  a  blight  more  than  a  hlessng. 
’  From  Great  Expectations  to  ^ 

Children,  a  stretch  uiade  a  dark 

shadow  over  all  associated  with  the  inmate. 

While  Mr  Howard’S  counterparts  m  the 
British  Cabinet  would  gain  no  cdtond 
cachet  from  criminal  connections,  Brffisn 
^oOtirians  have  nevertheless  recognfaed  that 
^mexoiic  origin,  humble  start™  ^ 
to  their  ancestry  can  invest  subfiac  CVs  \rah 
a  little  interest  John  Major,  who  fenwialy 
escaped  from  toe  workaday  world  of  the 
ciruisfor  toe  glamour  of  Standari  Oiar- 
tered  Bank,  enjoys  a  background  in  its  own 


way  as  bohemian  as  any  Freud  or  Sackville 
West  The  choirboy  air  erf  Tony  Blair  is 
pleasingly  offset  by  toe  presence  in  toe 
family  album  of  his  strolling  vagabond  of  a 
father-in-law,  Tony  Booth.  But  our  party 
leaders,  although  they  have  rough  di¬ 
amonds  for  relatives,  cannot  rathe  the 
ancestral  leg-irons  as  can  Mr  Howard. 

Cynics  might  account  the  respect  which 
Australians  show  those  fellow  citizens  whose 
ancestors  endured  transportation  a  form  of 
inverted  snobbery.  It  is  possible  to  detect  in 
the  veneration  of  ancient  convicts  evidence  of 
anation  trying  a  touch  too  hard  to  show  it  is 
no  longer  in  toe  grip  of  what  Paul  Keating 
called  “the  cultural  cringe”.  But  it  would  be 
altogether  wrong  to  assume  toat  a  desire  to 
thumb  one’s  nose  at  toe  old  country  is  toe 
main  motivation.  The  status'  accorded  the 
old  lags’  offspring  is  a  sign  of  toe  new 
Australia’s  tolerant  and  inclusive  spiril- 

Addressing  toe  American  Democratic 
convention  in  1988,  Jesse  Jackson  celebrated 
his  country’s  melting-pot  powers  when  he 
proclaimed:  “My  ancestors  came. over  in 
slave  ships.  Governor  Dukakis’s  ancestors 
came  over  in  immigrant  ships,  but  we’re  all 
in  toe  same  boat  now.”  The  fact  toat  Mr 
Howard’s  own  prison-hulk  parentage  is  as 
mudi  a  cause  for  pride  as  Mr  Jackson’s 
plantation  roots  shows  that  both  countries 
are  comfortable  with  their  fast  but  do  not 
want  to  live  in  it  That  is  certainly  a 
conviction  worth  boasting  about. 
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their  faces  against  Labour’s  reforms,  toe 
.  Conservatives  arein  danger  of  sounding  like 
the  diehards  who’  predicted  apocalyptic 
consequences  during  the  passage  of  each 
Reform  Act  in  the  19tfi  century..  The  world 
did  not  fall  in  when  the  franchise  was 
extended. 

Mr  Major'S  over-statements  overshad¬ 
owed  some  of  his  best  points.  On  one 
question,  at  least  the  Prime  Minister  had 
Tony  Blair  on  toe  ropes  yesterday.  The 
Labour  leader  delivered  one  of  his  best 
performances  in  the  House,  malting  a 
positive  case  for  constitutional  reform 
instead  of  the  defensive  positions  that  he  has 
adopted  all  too  frequently  recently.  But, 
despite  promising  to  answer  toe  West 
Lothian  Question,  he  never  did.  This  was  a 
glaring  hole  in  the  centre  rif  his  speech. 

Labour’s  position  on  toe  asymmetry  that 
will  result  from  Scottish  devolution  is  un¬ 
sustainable.  Scotland  is  already  erver-repre- 
.  sentecL  Scottish  MPs  have  fewer  constit¬ 
uents  than  English  MPs.  Once  they  no 
longer  have  to  deal  with  their  constituents* 
complaints  about  health,  education,  trans¬ 
port.  agricultureand  so  on.  what  will  they  do 
with  their  time?  There  will  be  a  strong  case 
for  reducing  the  number  of  Scottish  Mem¬ 
bers  at  Westminster,  a  move  that  would  run 
counter  to  Labour’s  own  interests. 

Mr  Major  has  a  West  Belfast  question  of 
his  own  to  answer.  Why  should  Ulster  MPs 
vote  on  English  and  Wei  sh  legislation  ifthey 
have  their  own  devolved  assembly?  /titer 
next  Thursday,  when  the  Government  looks 
likely  to  lose  its  majority  in  the  Wirral  South 
by-election  and  w21  retype  the  Unionists  to 
prop  it  up,  this  question  may  look  all  too 
pertinent  The  Prime  Minister  claimed 
yesterday  that  an  Ulster  assembly  "would 
provide  the  surest  possible  foundation  for 
maintaining  Northern  Ireland’s  place  firmly 
within  toe  United  Kingdom”,  If  this  is  so, 
why  would  any  Scottish  parliament  do  toe 
opposite?  Mr  Blair’s  constitutional  pro¬ 
posals  are  certainly  flawed-  But  there  are 
anomalies  on  toe  other  side  too. 


Ulster  lessons  on 
Scots  devolution 

From.  Mr  Jonathan  Caine 

Sir,  Mr  Alan  Beith.  MP {letter,  Febru¬ 
ary  15),  is  correct  to  draw  the  analogy 
between  the  "West  Lothian"  and  the 
"South  Armagh"  questions.  I  would 
remind  him,  though,  that  between 
1921  and  1972,  when  Stormont  was 
prorogued,  the  fact  that  Westminster 
politicians  were  deprived  of  a  dose  in¬ 
volvement  in  toe  grievances  of  the 
non-Unionist  minority  proved  ex¬ 
tremely  detrimental  to  the  political  life 
of  Northern  Ireland. 

To  compensate  for  toe  existence  of 

Stormont.  Ulsters  representation  at 
Westminster  was  originally  cut  to  12, 
far  fewer  than  its  population  warrant¬ 
ed  (the  number  was  increased  to  17  in 
1983,  owing  to  toe  Province’s  lack  of 
devolved  legislative  institutions).  The 
effect  was  to  ensure  toat  the  talented 
politicians  went  to  Stormont  while 
Westminster  attracted  (often  literally) 
the  second  eleven. 

.  If  Scotland  were  to  follow  this 
model,  fairness  and  consistency 
■would  require  a  similar  cut  —  some¬ 
thing  which  the  Liberal  Democrats 
are  at  least  prepared  to  countenance 
but  Labour  are  not.  Throughout  the 
Stormont  period  —  when  Ulster 
Unionists  took  the  Tory  whip  —  only 
one  Northern  Ireland  MP  held  a  sig¬ 
nificant  post  in  the  UK  Government, 
which  further  marginalised  the  Pro¬ 
vince  and  its  politics. 

Stormont  coexisted  with  Westmin¬ 
ster  because  it  was  controlled  exclu¬ 
sively  by  politicians  who  used  it  to  re¬ 
inforce. toe  Union.  Its  governments 
followed  both  Conservative  and  Lab¬ 
our  legislation  “step  by  step"  only 
rarely  embarking  on  bold  initiatives 
of  their  own.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  this 
happening  in  the  case  of  a  newly  es¬ 
tablished  Scottish  parliament,  given 
toe  expectations  of  its  supporters 

It  has  become  fashionable  for  Liber¬ 
al  Democrat  and  Labour  politicians  to 
use  Northern  Ireland  tn  justify  the  in¬ 
consistencies  in  their  plans  for  Scot¬ 
land.  Bur  a  selective  use  of  toe  facts 
cannot  hide  the  damage  that  their  pro¬ 
posals  would  do  to  the  unity  or  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JONATHAN  CAINE 
(Special  Adviser  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Northern  Ireland.  1991-95). 
c/o  Box  1621,  London  SW3  4JP. 
February  19. 


Unionist  vote 

From  Mr  Michael  Bidcnelf 

Sir.  After  watching  toe  Government, 
the  House  of  Commons  and  the  na¬ 
tion  being  disgracefully  held  to  ran¬ 
som  by  a  handful  of  self-seeking 
Unionist  MPS  in  Mondays  debate  on 
BSE,  one  wonders  how  long  it  can  be 
before  we  send  the  whole  lot  packing. 

Most  English  people  of  my  acquain¬ 
tance,  who  feel  we  owe  no  debt  to  his¬ 
tory,  already  regard  Ireland  in  gener¬ 
al.  and  Ulster  in  particular,  as  a  con¬ 
founded  nuisance. 

May  we  hope  the  outcome  of  the 
forthcoming  election  will  be  sufficient¬ 
ly  dear-cut  that  the  next  government 
will  nor  be  in  thrall  to  any  minority 
group,  or  combination  of  groups,  able 
to  exercise  undue  influence  over  our 
affaire. 

Yours  truly. 

MICHAEL  BICKNELL. 

11  luongmeadow, 

Broaddyst,  Exeter,  Devon. 

February  18. 


Lorries  and  bridges 

From  the  Director  General  of 
the  Freight  Transport  Association 

Sir,  The  critical  underfunding  of  the 
assessment  and  strengthening  of 
bridges  highlighted  by  the  Transport 
Select  Committee’s  report  on  road  and 
bridge  maintenance  (report,  February 
12.  later  editions)  will  most  certainly 
lead  to  otherwise  avoidable  transport 
problems; 

However,  I  strongly  dispute  the 
suggestion  by  the  committee  that  this 
neglect  will  force  the  closure  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  routes  when  40-tonne  jugger¬ 
nauts  are  allowed  into  the  country 
from  January  1, 1999. 

The  Government’s  bridge  assess¬ 
ment  programme  conducted  over  the 
past  ten  years  has  already  led  to  many 
weight  bans  on  bridges,  mostly  at  7.5 
tonnes  and  at  16  tonnes.  We  already 
have  44- tonne  vehides  operating  to 
UK  railheads  and  this  has  necessi¬ 
tated  only  a  small  number  of  addition¬ 
al  bans  for  lorries  over  38  tonnes. 
Therefore  fears  that  more  general  use 
of  these  heavier  lorries  will  lead  to 
widespread  damage  to  and  closure  of 
bridges  are  a  red  herring. 

Since  the  Government  seems  to 
have  turned  its  back  on  the  road- 
building  programme,  it  is  essential 
toat  we  maintain  and  protect  our  pres¬ 
ent  infrastructure  to  toe  right  level. 
That  means  increasing  investment 
and  getting  on  with  toe  job. 

The  introduction  of  44-ionne  lorries 
moving  more  goods  on  fewer  vehicles 
is  a  means  of  making  toe  most  of  whar 
we  have  got 

Yours  faithfully. 

DAVID  GREEN, 

Director  General, 

.Freight  Transport  Assodarian, 
Hermes  House,  St  John's  Road, 
Tbnbridge  Wells,  Kent 
February  12 
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Tackling  challenge  of  job  insecurity 


From  Dr  John  Philpott.  Director  of 
the  Employment  Police  Institute 

5ir.  Your  leading  article.  'Old  party 
card"  (February  ii).  questions  the  pro¬ 
posal  floated  by  the  Shadow  Employ¬ 
ment  Minister,  Mr  Peter  Hain,  MP.  to 
introduce  job  security  agreements 
across  the  public  sector,  in  doing  so 
you  rite  research  toat  challenges  the 
Labour  Party’s  assertion  that  job  inse¬ 
curity  is  rife  in  Britain  today.  How¬ 
ever,  a  balanced  assessment  of  avail¬ 
able  evidence  suggests  tha:  Mr  Hain 
may  "have  a  point. 

First,  you  state  that  “most  Britons  in 
work  are  covered  by  employment  pro¬ 
tection".  This  is  literally  true  but  mis¬ 
leading  as  to  changes  over  time.  In 
1975, 91  per  ant  of  emplej  ees  were  in 
jobs  covered  by  basic  employment 
rights.  By  1990  that  figure  had  drop¬ 
ped  to  62  per  cent;  it  moved  up  again 
to  70  per  cent  in  1995 but  only  after  EU 
law  forced  toe  inclusion  of  more  part- 
time  employees  into  legal  protection. 

Secondly,  you  say  that  people  stay 
in  the  same  job  nearly  us  long  as  they 
did  20  years  ago.  But  this  observation 
disguises  vast  differences  between  the 
experience  of  men  and  women.  The 
average  length  of  time  a  man  stays  in 
the  same  job  has  fallen  by  25  per  cent 
since  1975.  whereas  women  stay  in 
jobs  slightly  longer  because  of  the 
greater  availability  of  maternity  leave 
arrangements. 

‘  Finally,  you  ignore  the  substantial 
costs  that  people  incur  nowadays 
when  the)1  lose  a  job.  People  made  re¬ 
dundant  in  the  late  1990s  spend  20  per 
cent  longer  unemployed  than  was  the 
case  in  toe  1970s.  while  the  value  of 
any  state  benefits  they  mighr  receive 
has  shrunk  relative  to  earnings. 
Moreover,  those  lucky  enough  to  find 
a  new’  job  will  on  average  be  paid  20 
per  cent  less  than  they  were  in  their 
previous  job  and  haw  fewer  perks 
(with  the  financial  penalty  associated 
with  such  “trading  down"  in  the  jobs 
market  rising  the  older  a  person  is). 

Taking  all  these  factors  together  it  is 
no  wonder  toat  so  many  people  feel  in¬ 
secure  in  their  jobs  and  are  anxious  as 
to  what  might  happen  to  them  if  made 


redundant.  You  may  or  may  not  be 
justified  in  questioning  the  efficacy  of 
Mr  Hain’s  specific  proposals  but  his 
basic  premise  is  surely  correct. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  PHILPOTT. 

Director. 

Employment  Policy  Institute. 

South  bank  House. 

Black  Prince  Road.  SEI. 

From  the  Shadow  Minister 
for  Employment 

Sir,  How  on  earth  you  could  criticise 
Labour’s  proposals  to  tackle  job  insec¬ 
urity  as  old-style  “beer  and  sand¬ 
wiches  at  Downing  Street”  beggars 
belief. 

We  are  encouraging  companies  in 
the  private  sector  to  introduce  job  sec¬ 
urity  agreements  in  return  for  greater 
flexibility.  Already  Blue  Circle  Cem¬ 
ent  and  United  Distillers  have  done 
this,  quite  independently,  and  other 
companies  are  following  Where  it  suits 
them.  We  haw  also  suggested  toat  toe 
same  principle  could  be  looked  at  by 
managers  in  the  public  sector. 

This  is  not  old-fashioned  corporat¬ 
ism.  Jt  reflects  decentralised,  autono¬ 
mous  bargaining  which  sets  a  new 
and  welcome  agenda,  enabling  busi¬ 
ness  to  think  long-term  and  individ¬ 
uals  to  plan  for  their  own  furores  long¬ 
term. 

Of  course  there  can  be  no  promise 
of  a  “job  for  life”;  and  neither  are  we 
suggesting  some  Soviet-style  central 
wage  fixing  or  protectionism.  But  mil¬ 
lions  are  trappki  in  the  world  of  tem¬ 
porary.  short-term  or  casual  work — a 
revolving-door  economy  where  people 
are  in  and  out  of  jobs  and  cannot  plan 
for  toe  future  —  and  Labour  is  trying 
to  address  this  situation. 

Meanwhile  the  Tories,  apparently 
with  your  support,  are  ignoring  it  and 
even  denying  it  exists. 

Yours  sincerely, 

PETER  HAIN, 

Labour  Shadow  Minister 
for  Employment. 

House  of  Commons. 

February  12. 


Judgment  on  Bosnian  war  orphan 


From  Ms  Marie  Staunton 

Sir,  Sir  Stephen  Brown.  President  of 
the  Family  Division,  made  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  Solomon  in  the  case  of  Edita 
Keranovic  ("Bosnia  orphan  to  stay  in 
Britain”.  February  18).  He  rightly  put 
toe  best  interests  of  the  child  first,  as 
required  by  toe  UN  Convention  on  toe 
Rights  of  the  Child.  The  courts  refused 
to  countenance  an  adaption  but 
ordered  her  British  foster  family  to 
ensure  that  Edita  visits  her  natural 
family  four  times  a  year  and  learns 
their  language. 

As  Sir  Stephen  himself  will  be  re¬ 
viewing  Edita’s  case  her  interests  will 
be  protected  —  but  what  of  toe  7.500 
other  children  of  former  Yugoslavia 
who  are  separated  from  their  families. 
5,000  of  them  still  outside  the  country? 

Their  best  hope  lies  in  programmes 
for  children  to  find  their  parents  and 
new  homes.  The  Centre  for  Social 
Work  in  Zenica  for  example,  imple¬ 
menting  a  Unicef  programme  with 
funds  from  toe  British  Government 


Adoption  refusal 

From  Mr  James  Lawrence 

Sir,  In  your  report  “Dorrell  chooses 
wrong  family  to  support  case”  (Febru¬ 
ary  IS)  my  wife,  Roma,  and  I  were  said 
to  have  told  social  workers  handling 
our  application  to  adopt  a  mixed-race 
child  that  “children  should  not  be 
allowed  to  listen  ro  pop  music  but 
should  listen  to  Beethoven  instead 
and  that  they  should  dress  in  sensible 
dothes  rather  than  follow  fashions". 
The  impression  given  is  that  we  were 
rejected  for  being  a  pair  of  reactionary 
rednecks,  not  because  of  our  “lack  of 
understanding  of  radal  issues"  —  toe 
reason  given  to  us  by  Norfolk  Social 
Services. 

We  were  not  in  fact  allowed  to  meet 
toe  adoption  panel,  which  made  its 
judgment  solely  on  written  reports,  in¬ 
cluding  an  essay  we  were  required  to 
write  on  our  ideas  about  child-rear- 


Product  placement 

From  Mr  Derek  Jole 

Sir,  The  practice  of  dropping  real 
brand-names  into  fictional  surround¬ 
ings  may  be  a  good  deal  older  than 
Mr  Heavy  Burton  thinks  (letter,  Feb¬ 
ruary  14).  For  instance,  if  Jane  Aus¬ 
ten’s  reference  to  Broadwood  is  just 
the  sordid  outcome  of  a  deal  she 
struck  with  a  passing  pianoforte  sales¬ 
man,  how  much  more  likely  that,  400 
years  earlier,  a  hotel-keeper  made  it 
worth  G.  Chaucer*;  while  to  set  the 
opening  location  of  his  Tales  beside 
toe  Tabard  Inn- 

The  power  of  “product  placements" 
lies  precisely  in  our  never  knowing 
which  haw  been  commercially  ar¬ 
ranged.  which  not.  They  merge,  like 
spies,  into  the  fictional  spell,  and 
share  fiction’s  special  truth.  The  Eng¬ 
lish  breakfasts  served  by  Missee  Lee, 
Arthur  Ran  some's  Chinese  pirate 
queen,  always  included  “Oxford  “ 
marmalade;  the  single  good,  she  caus¬ 
tically  observed,  that  Oxford  had  ever 
given  to  the  world. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  8.  JOLE. 

The  Old  Vicarage  Cottage. 

Chesterton.  Oxfordshire. 

February  16. 


for  unaccompanied  children,  has  al¬ 
ready  reunited  44  Tamil  es  in  toe  re¬ 
gion  and  is  working  with  74  others. 
We  are  also  working  with  British  ex¬ 
perts  and  local  psychiatrists  in  identi¬ 
fying  traumatised  children  and  pro¬ 
viding  the  culturally  appropriate 
treatment 

The  impulse  to  snaich  a  child  from 
war  and  poverty  is  very  human  but  50 
years’  experience  has  taught  us  that 
toe  enduring  humanitarian  solution 
for  children  caught  in  conflict  is  long¬ 
term  partnerships  with  local  families, 
organisations  and  government.  We 
need  to  be  present,  with  toe  right  re¬ 
sources.  nor  jusr  during  toe  conflict 
but  for  a  long  time  after  in  order  to 
protect  child  victims. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARIE  STAUNTON 
(Deputy  Executive  Director, 
Programmes), 

Unicef.  United  Kingdom  Committee, 
55  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.  WC2. 
February  19. 


mg.  In  it  we  said: 

We  will  introduce  the  child  to  quality 
music,  art  and  literature,  like  many  chil¬ 
dren.  he  may  reject  this ...  but  at  least  he 
will  have  the  opportunity.  That  is  not  to  say 
our  tastes  will  be  forced  upon  him . . .  older 
children  will  want  to  choose  their  own 
[dothesj.  We  would  hope  that  our  child  will 
be  secure  enough  not  to  fed  compelled  to 
wear  outlandish  costumes  as  a  teenager. 
However,  you  must  accept  the  child’s  judg¬ 
ment 

/  challenge  anyone  to  say  this 
makes  us  umit  to  be  parents.  In  our 
view,  as  long  as  social  services  are 
allowed  to  make  derisions  behind 
dosed  doors,  their  politically  correct 
doctrines  will  continue  to  wreck  child¬ 
ren's  prospects. 

Yours  faithfully. 

J.  LAWRENCE. 

Bracken  House. 

199a  Holt  Road. 

Cromer.  Norfolk. 

February  18. 


From  Mr  Frank  W.  Burton 

Sir,  In  Ills  letter  of  February  14  my 
brother.  Mr  Henry  Button  (major 
scholar  in  modern  languages.  Christ's 
College.  Cambridge.  1931-341  refers  to 
a  play  by  G.  E.  Lessing,  Minna  von 
Bamhelm,  in  which  a  landlord  urges 
a  customer  to  “try  a  glass  of  Danzig 
Goidwasser  liqueur" 

The  word  “Goidwasser"  is  not  in 
toe  text  In  Act  1.  Scene  2,  the  customer 
talks  about  the  landlord  having  "so 
guten  Danziger".  and  toe  landlord 
describes  the  drink  as  “veritabler 
Danziger*.  echter.  doppelter  Lacks T 
(real,  genuine  Danziger.  from  the  sign 
of  the  two  salmon!). 

Yours  faithfully. 

FRANK  W.  BUTTON 
(Major  scholar,  modem  languages. 
GonvUJe  and  Cams  College; 
Cambridge,  1935-38). 

390  Wokingham  Road. 

Earley.  Reading,  Berkshire. 

February  17. 


Letters  that  are  intended 
for  publication  should  carry  a 
daytime  telephone  number.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fox  number  — 
0171-7825046. 


Price  too  high  for 
classical  scholars 

From  Mr  Jim  Bouriet 

Sir,  The  imposition  by*  Edexcel,  for¬ 
merly  toe  University  of  London  exam¬ 
ination  board,  of  an  extra  £15  charge 
on  every  Latin  and  Greek  A4eve!  can¬ 
didate  (report,  February  18).  should  be 
condemned.  Not  only  mighr  it  be 
breaking  toe  spirit  of  toe  Board’s 
charitable  status  but,  in  simple  eco¬ 
nomic  terms,  the  idea  of  charging 
extra  for  those  students  taking  sub¬ 
jects  where  there  are  very  few  candi¬ 
dates  is  fundamentally  misconceived. 

The  education  system  faces  the  task 
of  producing  variety,  not  uniformity, 
and  giving  opportunity  through 
Study.  Anyone  with  a  rare  ability  of 
any  'sort  is  almost  certain  to  find  em¬ 
ployment  and  a  career,  whilst  those 
with  abilities  achieved  by  all  will,  by 
definition,  face  immense  competition 
in  the  job  market,  an  uncertain  future 
and  periods  of  unemployment 

Even  if  only  one  student  chose 
Latin.  Greek,  Gujerari.  Japanese,  par- 
fumery.  musical  composition  or  other 
minority  subjects,  chat  would  be  all 
the  more,  rather  than  less,  reason  to 
charge  the  standard  examination  fee. 
This  would  be  a  cross-subsidy  proper¬ 
ly  used.  A  higher  charge  is  a  price  sig¬ 
nal  to  toe  student  and  toe  schools  in 
precisely  the  wrong  direction. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JIM  BOURLET. 

Department  of  Business  Studies. 
London  Guildhall  University. 

84  Moorgare,  EC2. 

February  IS. 

From  Dr  D.  H.  Berry 

Sir.  It  comes  as  no  surprise  that  teach¬ 
ers  should  be  expressing  "outrage”  at 
Edexcel *s  derision  to  impose  a  sur¬ 
charge  on  irs  small  number  of  Greek 
and  Latin  A-level  candidates.  Nor 
would  it  be  surprising  if  intelligent 
Greek  and  Latin  students  chose  to 
desert  Edexcel  in  favour  of  rival  exam¬ 
ination  boards. 

Edexcel’s  derision  clearly  shows 
that  what  we  need  is  a  single  examin¬ 
ation  board:  that  would  remove  toe 
need  for  surcharges.  Moreover,  a 
single  examination  board,  setting  toe 
same  high  standards  for  all,  would  in 
my  opinion  prevent  schools  seeking  to 
improve  their  standing  in  the  league 
tables  by  entering  their  students  with 
boards  they  judge  to  be  less  academi¬ 
cally  demanding. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  H.  BERRY, 

The  School  of  Classics. 

University  of  Leeds;  LS2  9JT. 
February  19. 

From  Dr  Peter  Jones 

Sir,  What  can  “Edexcel”  mean,  toe 
name  of  toe  hoard  that  is  attempting 
to  get  rid  of  minority  subjects  like 
Latin  and  Greek  at  A-level  tty  levying 
a  surcharge?  If  “Ed”  stands  for 
"education”  —  surely  the  last  tiling  it 
has  in  mind  —  it  would  be  better 
named  “Edexcise”:  tax  and  cut. 

Yours  etc, 

PETER  JONES, 

Department  of  Classics, 

University  of  Newcastle,  NE1  7RU 
February  19. 


Fighting  funds 

From  Mr  Michael  Bird 

Sir,  The  problem  with  attempting  to 
compare  Bill  Gates’s  net  worth  with 
toe  wealth  of  Carnegie,  Rockefeller  et 
al  (leading  article,  February  15;  report 
same  day}  is  finding  a  suitable  infla¬ 
tion  measure.  Cost  of  living  indices 
are  no  use,  being  based  on  the  humble 
needs  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Joe  Average. 

May  I  suggest  an  alternative  mea¬ 
sure?  In  ancient  times  a  man  was  said 
to  be  truly  rich  only  if  be  could  afford 
to  run  a  war  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

By  that  sobering  criterion  J  am  glad 
to  say  today’s  billionaires  are  paupers. 

Yours  etc, 

MICHAEL  BIRD, 

5  Glentham  Gardens,  SW13. 

February  16. 


Time  and  motion 

From  Major  R.  J.  deV.  Wade ,  RE 

Sir.  Your  leading  article  (“The  right 
trade”.  February  12)  must  comfort  toe 
City,  which  has  made  financial  kill¬ 
ings  from  rail  privatisation  —  as  your 
Business  section  often  reports. 

But  if  “reliable  information  to  pas¬ 
sengers”  is,  as  you  say,  “almost  im¬ 
possible  to  obtain" — what’s  the  use  of 
having  punctual  trains? 

Y  ours  sincerely, 

R.  J,  waDE. 

9  Catherine  Close, 

Shrivenham,  Oxfordshire. 

February  12. 


In  hot  pursuit 

From  Mr  R.  B.  Viccajee 

Sir,  After  a  hard  Saturday  preparing  a 
“seif-assessment”  tax  lecture,  imagine 
my  consternation  an  opening  my  Chi¬ 
nese  takeaway  fried  rice,  to  find,  print¬ 
ed  ot  its  lid.  an  Inland  Revenue  adver¬ 
tisement  showing  “Horrible  Hector" 
(toe  Inspector)  with  a  knife  and  fork, 
warning  toe  diner  not  to  “get  stuffed 
by  Self  Assessment". 

Is  there  no  escape? 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  B.  VICCAJEE 
(Chartered  accountant). 

4  Abbots  Close.  Guildford,  Surrey. 
February  18. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  20:  His  Excellency  Mr 
Pertti  Salolainen  was  received  in 
audience  by  The  Queen  and  pre¬ 
sented  die  Letters  of  Recall  of  his 
predecessor  and  his  own  letters  of 
Credence  as  Ambassador  bom  die 
Republic  of  Finland  to  die  Court  of 
Si  James's. 

Mrs  Salolainen  was  also  re¬ 
ceived  by  Her  Majesty. 

Sir  John  Coles  (Permanent 
Ufider-Secreouy  of  Stair  for  For¬ 
eign  and  Commonwealth  Affairs) 
was  present. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Cavendish  was 
received  by  The  Queen  when  Her 
Majesty  invested  her  with  the 
Insignia  of  a  Commander  of  the 
Royal  Victorian  Order. 

Captain  Sir  Alasiair  Aird  was 
received  by  The  Queen  when  Her 
Majesty  invested  him  with  the 
Insignia  of  a  Knight  Grand  Cross 
of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order. 

The  Earl  of  Crawford  and 


Bakarres  was  received  by  The 
Quern  when  Her  Majesty  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  honour  of 
Knighthood  and  invested  him  with 
the  Insignia  of  a  Knight  of  the 
Most  Ancient  and  Most  Noble 
Order  of  die  Thistle. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  Chan¬ 
cellor.  today  visited  die  University 
or  Edinburgh. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  20:  The  Prince  Edward. 
Patron,  the  Royal  Exchange  The¬ 
atre  Company  in  Manchester,  this 
evening  held  a  Dinner  at  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
February  20:  The  Princess  Royal 
this  morning  visited  HMS  St 
Vincent,  Old  Admiralty  Building. 
Spring  Gardens.  London  SWl. 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  after¬ 
noon  attended  a  Luncheon  with 
Her  Majesty's  Judges  at  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Criminal  Court,  Old  Bailey. 
London  EC4. 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Queen  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  will  visit  Charterhouse 
School.  Godaiming,  at  JOBt  and 
will  visit  die  Royal  Surrey  County 
Hospital.  Guildford,  at  230: 

The  Duke  of  Kent,  as  president, 
will  attend  a  concert  at  Wellington 
College.  Crowthome.  Berkshire,  at 
6JR _ 

Lord  Pflkington 
of  Oxenford 

The  barony  conferred  upon  Canon 
Peter  Pilkington  has  been  gazetted 
by  the  name,  style  and  title  of 
Banm  Pffkington  of  Osenford.  of 
West  Dowlish.  in  the  County  of 
Somerset 

Baroness  Emerton 

The  barony  conferred  upon  Dame 
Audrey  Caroline  Emerton  has 
been  gazetted  by  the  name,  style 
and  doe  of  Baroness  Emerton.  of 
Tunbridge  Wells,  in  the  County  of 
Kent  and  of  Cle rfcenweU  in  the 
London  Borough  of  Islington. 

Lord 

Lloyd-Webber 

The  life  barony  conferred  upon  Sir 
Andrew  Lloyd  Webber  has  been 
gazetted  by  the  name,  style  and 
title  of  Baron  Uoyd-Webber.  of 
Sydmonton.  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire. 


Wiltshire 

lieutenancy 

The  following  have  been  appointed 
Deputy  Lieutenants  for  Wiltshire 
Lady  Benson,  of  Salisbury:  Major- 
General  Patrick  Guy  Brooking,  of 
Amcsbury;  Mr  David  John  Ran¬ 
dolph.  of  Grinktao,  Chippenham; 
Mr  Eric  Walker,  of  Swindon. 


The  Royal  Society 
of  Chemistry 

The  following  were  admitted  as 
Fellows  of  The  Royal  Society  of 
Chemistry  in  January  1997.  They 
are  entitled  to  use  the  designation 
'Chartered  Chemist’ and  the  fetters 
CCham  FRSC. 

K  o  AUri a.  a  Awwal.  ]  T  Brown.  BL 
BuscalL  N  Campbell.  A  Chesson.  D  C 
Clary.  D  j  Evans.  M  Ghannadl- 

MaraaetL.  I J  Hampton.  C  Henderson. 

P  J  KodensW.  S  K.  J  Lee.  R  G  Leonard, 
M  Malacrla.  A  Manx,  A  D  Mortimer.  R 
W  Mowlam.  S  JNeeson.  BN  Oliver,  T  A 

Ryan.  S  J  Thacfcray.  j  Thomson.  A  W 

Train. TDATrtcKer.  D  R waring,  ww 
v  Yam- 


Lectures 

Royal  Society 

Professor  Peter  Biggs,  FRS,  of  the 
Royal  Veterinary  College,  yes¬ 
terday  delivered  die  Leeuwenhoek 
Lecture  to  the  Royal  Society  at  6 
Carlton  House  Terrace.  Sir  Aaron 
Klug.  OM.  FRS.  president  of  the 
society,  was  in  die  chair. 
Marlborough  Lent  Lecture 
Mr  Mark  Tully  delivered  the  1997 
Marlborough  Lent  Lecture  yes¬ 
terday  in  Marlborough  Town 
HalL  Mr  William  H.  Spray, 
chairman,  presided. 


Service  dinner 

Liverpool  University  Air 
Squadron 

Air  Mardial  P.T.  Squire.  Deputy 
Chief  of  the  Defence  Staff  (Pro¬ 
grammes  and  Personnel),  was  the 

Suest  of  honour  at  the  annual 
inner  of  Liverpool  University  Air 
Squadron  held  last  night  at  RAF 
Woodvale.  Squadron  Leader  MJ. 
Murphy  presided.  Air  Vice-Mar¬ 
shal  J.H.  Thompson.  Air  Officer 
Commanding  and  Commandant 
RAF  College  Cranwdl.  Professor 
Peter  Toyne,  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Liverpool  John  Moores  University, 
and  Professor  Philip  Love.  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  Liverpool  Univer¬ 
sity.  were  the  principal  guests. 


Birthdays  today 


The  King  of  Norway  celebrates  his 
60th  birthday  today. 

Sir  John  Bourn.  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General,  63;  Professor 
Ruth  Bowden,  anatomist.  82;  Mine 
Jeanne  Galment.  oldest  woman  in 
theworld.  122;  Mr  Simon  Coombs. 
MP.  50;  Mrs  Jiily  Cooper,  author. 
60;  Mr  Michael  Dealrin.  docu¬ 
mentary  and  film -maker.  58;  Mr 
Leslie  Durbin,  silversmith.  84; 
Dame  Janet  Fookes,  MP.  61;  Sir 
John  Goulcfen.  diplomat.  56;  Sir 
Gamxi  Greig,  former  chairman. 
Baltic  Exchange,  72:  Sir  Michael 
Grylls,  MP,  63;  Sir  Conrad  Heron, 
former  civil  servant.  8L  Sir  Regi¬ 
nald  Hibbert,  diplomat,  75;  Sir 
John  McGregor  HiU.  FRS,  former 
chairman.  British  Nuclear  Fuels, 
76;  Lord  Hunter.  84;  Mr  Magnus 
linklater.  former  Editor.  The 
Scotsman.  55;  Mr  Frier  McEnery. 
actor,  57;  Mr  Robert  Mugabe, 


President  of  Zimbabwe.  TZ,  Profes¬ 
sor  Sir  Rupert  Myers,  former  Vice- 
Chancellor.  University  of  New 
South  Wales.  76;  General  Sir 
Robert  Pascoe.  65:  Mrs  Bridget 
Patterson,  former  Headmistress. 
Felixstowe  College.  5£  Sir  Ashley 
ftinsonby,  former  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Oxfordshire.  76;  Professor 
J.H.D.  Prescott.  Principal.  Wye 
College.  Kent.  60. 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Rich¬ 
ards,  former  Marshal  of  die  Dip¬ 
lomatic  Corps.  70;  Mr  Alan 
Rickman,  actor.  SI:  Professor  F.W. 
Rirnmer.  former  Professor  of 
Music.  83;  Professor  Roy  Storer. 
former  Dean  of  Dentistry. 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  University. 
69.-  Mr  Richard  Turner -Warwick, 
urologist,  72:  Mr  Leslie  Wa&ier. 
VioeChancelfor.  Leeds  Metropoli¬ 
tan  University.  54;  Mr  David 
Wood,  actor  and  playwright.  53. 


Memorial 

meeting 

Rabbi  Hugo  Gryn 
A  memorial  meeting  to  celebrate 
the  fife  and  work  of  Rabbi  Hugo 
Gryn  was  held  yesterday  at  Con¬ 
gress  House.  Great  Russd)  Street, 
under  the  joint  auspices  of  the 
Board  of  Deputies  of  British  Jews 
and  the  COuncfl  of  Christians  and 
Jews. 

Mr  Eld  red  Tabachmk.  QC, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Deputies, 
presided.  Rabbi  Dr  Jonathan 
Sacks,  the  Chief  Rabbi  of  the 
United  Hebrew  Congregations  of 
the  British  Commonwealth,  die 
Right  Rev  Richard  Harries. 
Bishopof  Qxfoid  and  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  (he 
Council  at  Christians  and  Jews. 
Mr  David  Gryn.  son.  and  Rabbi 
Tbny  Bayfield,  Chief  Executive  of 
the  Reform  Synagogues  of  Great 
Britain,  gave  addresses. 

Memorial  service 

Mr  Johan  Fleming  Rsndud 
A  memorial  service  for  Mr  Johan 
Fleming  RarnsJ and,  former  News 
Editor  Television  News.  World 
Service,  was  held  yesterday  at  St 
Bride's.  Fleet  Street  Canon  John 
Oates  officiated.  Mr  John  Exetfay 
read  the  lesson  and  Mr  Bm 
Ramsland,  son,  read  a  poem.  Mr 
Bob  Jobbins,  Editor  News  and 
Current  Affairs.  World  Service, 
and  Mr  Peter  Shaw  gave  ad¬ 
dresses.  Among  others  present 
were 

Mrs  RamsUnd  (widow),  Mr  J  J 
JUmsland  (son).  Miss  Karen 
Ramsland  (sister).  Ms  Carole 
Freeman.  Mr  A  C  Haw.  Mr  Michael 
Haw.  Mrs  Joyce  Kiss.  Mr  and  Mrs 
Peter  Johnson.  Ms  Diane  McLxveny. 
Ms  Doris  Whiting.  Mr  Richard 
Worth. 

Mr  Bob  Phillis  (Deputy  Director 
General  BBC  and  Chief  Executive 
BBC  Worldwide)  with  past  and 
present  members  of  the  staff  of  tbe 
BBC.  and  many  other  friends. 


Luncheons 

Mid  Adamic  Chib/ English 
Speaking  Union 

The  Ambassador  of  The  Nether¬ 
lands  was  the  guest  of  honour  and 
speaker  at  a  luncheon  of  the  Mid 
Atlantic  Club/English  Speaking 
Union  held  yesterday  at  Dart¬ 
mouth  House.  Lord  Ezra  presided. 
National  Spotting  Chib 
Mr  John  Motson  was  the  guest  of 
honour  at  a  luncheon  of  the 
National  Spotting  Chib  held  yes¬ 
terday  at  die  Cafe  RpyaL  Mr 
David  Willis,  dub  secretary,  pre¬ 
sided. 


Dinners 

Butchers’  Company 
The  Lord  Mayor,  accompanied  fay 
the  Sheriffs  and  then-  ladies,  was 
entertained  at  dinner  by  the  Mas¬ 
ter  of  the  Butdteis’  Company  and 
Mrs  Katz  and  the  Wardens  and 
Court  last  night  at  Batchers’  Hafl. 
The  Master  presented  a  cheque  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  for  his  charity  and 
tbe  Remembrancer  also  spoke: 
Lime  Streetward  Cob 
Mr  Philip  Willoughby  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  a  dinner  of  the 
Lime  Street  Ward  Club  held  last 
night  at  the  Saddle  and  Sirloin. 
Rood  Lane.  EC3.  Mrs  Christine 
Cohen  presided.  Alderman  Mich¬ 
ael  Everard  also  spoke.  At  a 
meeting  held  earlier  die  following 
were  appointed  officers  for  die 
ensuing  yean 

Master.  Mr  Charles  Bowman:  Upper 
Warden.  Mr  Dennis  Cotarove  Lower 
warden.  Mr  Bryan  wafcniam. 

Association  of  Coomlimg 
Engineers 

Sir  Martin  Laing  was  tile  principal 
guest  at  die  annual  dinner  of  the 
Association  of  Consulting  En¬ 
gineers  held  last  night  at  die 
London  Hilton  on  Park  Lane.  Mr 
Robert  Rcith.  chairman,  presided. 
Dr  Ffribar  CaJIanan  also  spoke. 


. 


Dame  Marie  Rambert  honoured 

Dame  Ali  da  Markova,  the  first  ballerina  oftheBaikt  Rambert, 
after  unveffing  a  plaque  to  Dame  Marie  Rambert  yesterday  — 
the  anniversary  of  her  birth  in  Warsaw  in  1888.  Tie  plaque  is 
on  the  house  in  Campden  Hill  Gardens,  London  W8.  where 
Rambert  lived  for  60  years.  After  being  inspired  by  seeing 
Isadora  Duncan  perfutm  in  Warsaw,  Rambert  wont  to  Paris 
and  then  to  Geneva  where  she  met  Diaghilev  and  Nijinsky.  In 
1914  she  moved  to  London,  where  she  founded  the  Ballet  Chib 
at  Netting  Hill  Gate  which  later  became  foe  Ballet  Rambert 
and  is  now  foe  Rambert  Dance  Company.  She  died  in  1982. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Travellers  Club 

The  Travellers  Club,  together  with 
(he  Egypt  Exploration  Society, 
hdd  a  one-day  exhibition  on 
February  19  of  die  most  important 
books  in  the  dub  Library  on  early 
Egyptian  travel  and  archaeologi¬ 
cal  studies.  Dr  trier  Clayton. 
author  and  lecturer  on  Egyptology, 
spoke  on  die  origins  of  the  books 
aid  their  historical  background. 


Hie  Royal 

Astronomical 

Society 

The  Royal  Astronomical  Society 
has  made  the  following  awards: 
Gold  medals 

Professor  Donald  E  Oster brock. 
Lick  Observatory.  University  of 
California;  Professor  Donald  T 
Farley.  Cornell  University, 

Price  MedaL- 

Professor  Cathy  C  C  Constable. 
Scripps  Institute  of  Oceanography. 
University  of  Gtiifomia. 


University  news 

Oxford 
Oriel  College 

The  foUming  elections  have  been 
made 

To  a  scholarship: 

Lucy  Melissa  Turek  Widrington. 

engineering 

To  an  exhibition: 

James  Lancelot  Eden  Eddis.  mod¬ 
em  languages 

Cambridge 

King1*  College 

Elrracri  into  fellowships  at  the  An¬ 
nual  Fellowship  Ejection  (infernal) 
with  effect  from  October  1 1997: 
Aled  Wynne  Jones.  BA.  whose 
dissertation  is  entitled  “Observa¬ 
tions  and  Analysis  of  the  Cosmic 
Microwave  Background"  and 
Jonathan  Wylie.  BSc.  whose 
dissertation  is  entitled  "Theological 
Fluid  Mechanics.*' 


Church  news 


Provost  of  Cbdmsfonl 
The  Rev  Friar  Judd,  Vicar  of  St 
Mary  the  Virgin,  IfDey.and  Rural 
Dean  oTGowley.  diocese  oTOxfonL 
is  to  be  Provost  of  Chelmsford 
Cathedral  (diocese  of  Chelmsford), 
succeeding  tbe  Very  Rev  John 
Moses,  now  Dean  of  St  Raul* 
Cathedral,  diocese  of  London. 

Appointments 

The  Rev  Chris  Briggs.  Priest-in¬ 
charge,  St  Stephen's  chapel.  Stan¬ 
ley.  Hong  Kong:  to  be  die 
incumbent.  Norton  (St  Albans). 
The  Rev  Simon  Brown.  Curate;  Sr 
Luke\  Holbrooks:  to  be  Associate 
Minister,  All  Saints,  Holy  Trinity 
and  St  James.  Old  Milverton 
(Coventry). 

Tbe  Rev  David  Butterfield.  Vicar, 
UUeshaH  w  Sherifflofec  to  bealso 
Rural  Dean  of  Egmond  (Lichfidd). 
Tbe  Rev  Michael  Caddy,  Team 
Rector.  St  James  the  Great.  Shir¬ 
ley:  to  be  also  Priest-in-charge.  Sc 
Patrick.  Salter  Street  and  Dean- 
Designate  of  Shirley  deanery 
(Birmingham). 

The  Rev  Margaret  Cameron,  Cu¬ 
rate.  Whipton:  to  be  Rector. 
Hemyudc  w  Cuba  Oavey. 
Clayhidoc  and  Culmstock 
(Exeter). 

The  Rev  Mary  Crameri.  Acting 
PrmdpaL  Southern  Training 
Scheme  (STS):  to  be  Ministerial 
Development  Officer  and  Deputy 
Director.  Southern  Theological 
Education  and  Training  Scheme 
(STETS). 

The  Rev  Sharon  Crossman.  An¬ 


glican  Chaplain  at  the  University 
of  the  Wfest  of  England:  ®  be  also 
an  Honorary  Curate.  Almonds- 
bury  {Bristol). 

The  Rev  David  Mills,  Pastoral 
Assistant  to  the  Archdeacon  of 
Leicester:  to  be  Assistant  Priest. 
Bottesfonf  and  Moston;  Bartav 
stone  w  Plungar,  Redmfle  and 
Starhenu  and  Harby  w  Long 
Clawson  and  Hose  (Lwxster)- 

Resignations  and  retirements 
Tbe  Rev  Gordon  Jessup.  Rector. 
Thurton  w  Ashby  St  Mary,  Bergh 
Aptan  w  YefvertOT  and  Framing- 
bam  Pigot  (Norwich):  to  retire 
February  28. 

Prebendary  William  Massey.  Rec¬ 
tor,  St  DemsC  Uangpiron;  Christ 
Church.  Llangrove;  St  Dubridus, 
Whitchurch;  St  Swithin.  Ganarew 
(Hereford):  to  retire  May  31. 

The  Rev  Alan  FbstJeChwatce,  Team 
Rector,  Kidderminster  St  Mary 
and  A0  Saints  w  Trunpky. 
Handle,  Broadwater*  and  Upper 
Arfey  (Worcester):  retired  January 
6. 

Prebendary  Robert  Sharp,  Vicar, 
All  Saints.  Claverfey.  and  Holy 
Innocents.  TbdduD  (Hereford):  to 
retire  June  30. 

The  Rev  Jackie  Tnaaops,  CUrate. 
Pottemewton  (Ripon):  to  retire 
April  30. 

The  Rev  John  Vellacott.  Chaplain. 
St  Michael*.  Neja.  Spain 
(Europe):  to  retire  Mareh3L 
Tbe  Rev  Kenneth  Young;  Vicar. 
Haley  and  Slofey  (Newcastle): 
retired  January  3L 


Mr  J.WJ>.  Bewsher 
and  Miss  J-M.  Ashby 

engagement  is  announoed . 
-  between  Jonathan,  youngest  son  of 
Colonel  and  Mrs  Bill  Bewsher,  of 
B jacket  Place.  Edinburgh,  and 
Joanna,  younger  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Richard  Ashty,  of  Manor 
Farm.  Sutton  Valence.  Kent. 

Mr  IS.  Canrilkri  .  . 

andMosA-Gwyaftyn-Evam 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ivan,  eldest  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Joseph  Camffleri.  <rf  5 
.  Scarstde,  n-Kortin,  Meflieha. 
Malta,  and  Amanda,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs.  Gordon 
Gwynfryn-Evans,  of  the  Red 
House.  23  St  Rocco  Road.  Kaftara.-. 
Malta. 

Mr  R-E.  Dinwiddy 
and  Miss  N.  Wijnbof 
The  engagonent  is  announced 
between  Robert  Edward,  elder  son 
of  Mr  and'  Mrs  Simon  Dinwiddy. 
of  Oegstgeest,  The  Netherlands, 
and  Natasha,  only  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mfs.  Lamberats  Wynfaofc  of 
Use.  The  Netherlands. 

Mr  £J.  Etodcgh 
and  Miss  S-M.  Reed 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Edward,  younger  son  of 
Colonel  and  Mrs  Robin  Evdegh. 
of  Oxfordshire,  and  Sonia,  youn¬ 
ger  daughter  of  die  late  Mr  David 
Reid  and  of  Mrs  Kit  North-Lewis, 
of  South  Halting.  West  Sussex. 

Mr  FtG.W.  Kenyon 
and  Miss  KJt  Chappell 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Richard  MJL  Kenyon,  of 
Kenilworth.  Warwickshire,  and 
Katie,  second  daughter  of  Mrs 
Doffie  Hoidswinth.  of  Northamp¬ 
ton.  and  the  Late  Mr  Richard 
Chappell,  and  stepdaughter  of  Mr 
Dick  Hoklswoarth.  of  Luxembourg. 
Mr  S  J.  Lansdown 
and  Miss  A.  Morgan 
Tbe  engagement  is  announced 

between  Stephen,  son  of  Dr  and 
Mis  Alan  Lansdown.  of  Banstead. 
Surrey,  and  Anita,  eldest  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Robert  Morgan,  of 
ChDdwall.  liyerpooL 
Mr-RS.  Lawson  . 
and  Miss  IXA.  WSlis 
The  engagement  is  announced 
befweei  Robert,  youngest  son  erf 
Mr  and  Mrs  Keith  Lawson,  of 
Glatton.  Huntingdon,  and 
Deborah,  elder  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Edward  Willis,  of  Princes 
Risborough.  Buckinghamshire. 
MrCJ.  Massey 
and  Miss  VJF.  Fuller 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  son  of  Mr 
and  Mis  S3.  Massey,  of  Dudley. 
Worcestershire,  and  Virginia, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  W.D-A. 
Fulfcr,  erf  Heaibfidd.  East  Sussex. 
Mr  J.P.Onae 
and  Miss  G  Clifford 
Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  John,  youngest  son  of  Mr 
diaries  Orrrse,  of  Totnes.  Devon 
and  of  the  late  Mis  LeliaOrme, 
and  CSara.  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Daniel  Clifford,  of  Milltown. 
CD  Kerry. 

MrO.W.C  SctoBdd 
and  Ms  JJL  Hmupnaan.  . 

The-  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ofiver.  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mr  John  Schofield,  of 
Fajnham.  Surrey,  and  Jo. 
daughter  nf  Mr  Paid  Honigmahn, 
of  BeaonsGeld.  Budtinghmisbire. 
and  the-  late  Margaret 
Hqntgmann. . 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS:  John  Henry  Newman, 
cardinal,  London.  1801;  .Uo  De¬ 
libes,  composer.  St  Germain  dp 
VaL  1836:  George  Lansbury.  leads' 
of  die  Labour  Party  1931-35.  near 
Lowestoft.  Suffolk.  1859;  Sacha 
Guitry,  actor  and  film  director.  St 
Petersburg,  1885;  Bernard  William 
Griffin.  Cardinal  Archbishop  of 
Westminster  1943-Si  Birming¬ 
ham.  189%  W.H.  Auden,  poest, 
York.  1907;  Sr  Douglas  Bader. 
Second  World  War  fighter  pfloC. 
London.  19  KL 

DEATHS:  King  Janies  I  of  Scot¬ 
land,  reigned  1406-37.  murdered, 
Berth.  M3?; .  Robert  SotxdnvdL 
Jesuit  and  poet,  executed  in 
London.  1595;  Baruch  Spinoza, 
philosopher.  The  Hague.  1677; 
Jethro  TuB.  agricultural  writer. 


Hungteford,  Berkshire,  1741; 
Duncan  Edwards,  footballer.  Mu¬ 
nich,  1958;  Malcolm  little  (Mal¬ 
colm  X).  American  Muslim  leader, 
murdered.  New  York.  1965;  How¬ 
ard  Walter  Florey.  Baron  Florey. 
patixrfop5L  creater  of  penicillin 
therapy.  Nobel  laureate  1945, 1968; 
Dame  Margot  Fcnteyn,  prima 
ballerina.  Panama.  1991. 

The  first  electric  burglar  alarm 
was  installed  by  Edwin  Holmes  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  I EPS. 

Tbe  Battle  of  Verdun  began,  1916. 
U  was  announced  that  British 
women  aged  60  and  over  would 
receive  the  old  age  pension.  1940. 
John  Ehrifoftmaa.  H.R.  HaJdeman 
and  John  MitcbeQ  were  sentenced 
after  the  Watergate  affair.  1975. 


BMDS:  0171  680  6880 
PRIVATE:  017!  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


T kotfan  a  Rbtolk  mh  stUJ 
nrUU  Os  ptopH  of  God; 
urm  who  «aua  God*a 
ml,  rests  from  Ms  own 
seek,  as  God  dM  from  Ms. 
Hebrews  4  :  9.Z0 


BIRTHS 


mnnowca  -  on  rebnuxr  9m. 

to  Odito  (ode  ftasad]  sad 
Michael,  a  sob,  Doolol 
Domtaie,  a  brother  for 
rnmiTlrr 

CAVuy-0toFtobniaryl7th.se 
Lady  Cayley  (Kate}  oad  Sir 
Dlgby,  a  son,  Thomas 
Theodora  MlMara, 

CtAY  -  On  February  idu>  at 
The  Fortune  Hospital,  to 
hflda  Cade  Qutmnfhlnrt-i] 
and  Peter,  a  sou.  Joshua 
JmdaiL 

COnSI  -  Qa  Fehnuuy  14th  at 
The  Portland  Koepiul,  to 
Monica  (ode  Vos  teloa 
Salerno)  and  Stefa  no,  a 
beautiful  son.  Tasello 
Augustus,  a  brother  to 


HALE  -  On  January  9th,  to 
Lratie  and  Martin,  a  son, 
Christopher  Martin  «  New 
Turk  university  Medical 
Cedtr*.  *  brother  toe 
raoxta- 

HOUAltO  •  On  February  17th. 
to  Kadbet  (nee  Lappet)  and 
dlsbotii,  a  son,  Samuel 
Anderson  tapper. 

LEWS  -  Ob  February  19th,  to 
MJcnolle  aad  Cdlla  nr  gift 
from  heaven.  ■  beautiful 
daughter,  Asya  Jade. 

MACMAVELO  -  On  February 
17th  at  Tbe  Portland 
Hospital,  to  LUIaoa  and 
Bruno,  a  beautiful  eon, 
Bemawlp.  a  brother  far  Utile 
SnAOa 

MOUER  -  Ob  February  17th.  to 
Alteon  (*4m  Itrltf)  end 
Matthew,  a  second  daughter. 

MKMB  -  On  February  19th 
1997,  to  Charlotte  Cnee 
Done  las)  and  Danny,  a 
daughter,  Xatfemfoe  Mary. 

ONSLOW  -  On  18th  February, 
to  Tamara  (nee  F ox)  and 
Robert,  a  daughter,  Sacha 
Ueweuyn. 

SWtH  «  On  I8th  FUbnury,  to 
Sofdile  (am  Khlnalwr)  and 
Alasiair,  a  son,  Jtobwt. 


BIRTHS 


PMS  -  On  February  lSih  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Wendy  Code  Velllns)  sad 
Anthony,  a  beautiful 
dttgfaiVp  Zom  Sunuh. 

WA7BU  -  On  FWbnury  3  3th. 
to  PrtcUla  (nee  RdUlps)  aad 
■oger,  a  son.  lack  Fletcher 
Quiet. 

WAV -On  1 3th  February  1997. 
to  Susan  (ode  rank)  and 
Nicholas,  a  eon,  Caspar 
George,  a  brother  for  Helena 


DEATHS 


ADAMS  .  Joan  Fiancee  Basset 
on  feirnurr  39th,  1997 
suddenly  at  home  aged  77 
yuan.  Much  loved  wifa  a i 
Michael  (Bill},  adored 
mother  of  Fenalope,  Virginia 
and  Bryony  and  mwA  Jared 
grandmother  of  Henry. 
Felicity,  Edward,  Andrew. 
Miya  aad  Euaa.  Funeral 
Service  at  11.45  am  on 
Friday,  28th  February  at 
Chichester  Cathedral 
followed  uy  private 
cremation.  No  flowers  by 
tequsst.  donations  if  dashed 
for  Action  Research  ter  the 
&lsptad  Child  nay  be  scat 
to  Edward  While  ft  5 
South  Fallout.  Chichester, 
tet  (012431  78213d. 

BmEY  -  Eveline  Frances,  on 
February  18th  1997.  Dnariy 

loved  daughter  of  the  late, 
the  Reverend  itw.v.  aimer 
and  the  lore  Mm  Bbney,  and 
For  nut  year* 
Headmistress  of  st 
Margaret's  School.  Bttshoy. 
Hertfordshire.  Funeral 
Service  at  St  Mary's  Church. 
Washington.  West  Sussex  on 
Friday  February  28th  at 
3ma<  AU  enquiries  please  » 
KJ>.  Tribe  Ltd-,  21  West 
Street,  Storrtngton, 
Fulbotuudh,  West  Sussex 
BH20  4DZ,  tel?  (01903) 
742SSS. 


DEATHS 


BLACKUURNE  -  On  19th 
February  1997  Bridget 
Seuhonee  Constant  of 
Bnnasalla.  Isle  of  Man  at 
Nobles  Hospital.  Bern  28th 
September  1903.  Greatly 

loved  widow  at  the  lata  Sir 
Kenneth  William  CCKC; 
QBE;  Ut].  Mother  of  Jean 
and  ItotoNuila  Sendee 

of  Thukegtring  aaltoadty 
29tb  February  at  12J5  pm 
at  Maiaw  rarlvh  Church 
followed  hy  cremation  at 
Douglas  Borough 

Ccemerarium.  Donations  to 
Hsu  of  Hewers  may  be  sort 
to  Saw  the  Children  Pond 
G/o  Mr*  Hindoo  BaUanank 
Farm.  BsUasalla,  Isle  of  Men 
or  ta  Cancer  Belief 
Maemtllaa  Fund  c/o  L  N 
Cbu etna,  tomb  mu.  Bride, 
Isle  of  Kan.  Enquiries  please 
to  TA  Keggvn  a  Son  Ltd. 
Funeral  Directors.  Port  St 
Mary,  Isle  of  Man,  tel: 
(01424;  833133. 

BROOK*  -  Elisabeth  Helen 
(nee  Forbes)  "Betty" 
peacefully  *»  her  sleep  at 
Joseph  Weld  Hospice 
Dorchester  OP  Msnday  17tb 
February  1997.  Memorial 
Service  *e  be  held  at  St  John 
the  Baptist  Church 
Sy round*  bury  Dorset  on 
Tuesdsf  ?Bth  February  U  12 
noon.  Family  flowen  only, 
ftradpu  for  Joseph  Weld 
Hospice  e/e  A  J.  Whlorir  ft 
Sons,  91  .  Bast  Street, 
Bridport,  Dorset. 

CHBTON  -  Lvonairi  Vincent, 
fate  of  Moth  Hsdhum  and 
"Osmploa*",  Old  Harlow, 
passed  away  peacefully  ar 
SpringfUids  Waning  Home, 
CoWnster  on  20ih  Wamy 
aged  91  years.  Funeral 
Service  at  St  Michael's 
Church  Copfted.  Cnlcfteewr 
at  2JS  pm  on  Tuesday  25th 
February  followed  by  privaU 
dreinetfon.  Family  flowers 
only.  Donations  U  deeirad  to 
8HIB.  or  Usperta]  enter 
Beeeareh  do  Co-operative 
J"*™1  Service,  Wlaipole 
Hood,  Coichestex;  Eseoz. 


EttOmiY  .  Faunae  ’Evelyn 
poived  sway  1 7th  February 
1997  peacefully  after  a  long 
IDneee.  Darling  wtle  of  Hal 
and  most  loved  amber  of 
Simon  aad  Matthew.  The 
briefness  at  her  days  wfp 
shine  upon  us  for  ever. 
Service  of  Tbaafcagletng  as 
ft  Andrew's  Chart.  Burnt 
Croon,  Tuesday  SSih 
February  1997  at  1A5  pm 
followed  by  crania  don  at 
Keddltch  Crematorium 
230pm.  FamOr  flowers  only, 
nmattoiw  If  Afliltd  bhAb 
payable  to  "Liver  OhB  Wart 
Fond  -  Q£J3L~  may  hesont  to 
V.  Morton  ft  Sons  Led.  218 
Now  Bead,  Bribery, 
Birmingham  B45  9JA  by 
11th  March  plena. 

FCH8T  -  Erie  WPlfam  OBE  On 
February  18th  peacefaSy  at 
tarn  In  Scarborough  aped 
90  years,  beloved  bnbund 
of  Koweaa  aad  father  of 
Bath  and  Roger.  Funeral 
private.  Donations  please  to 
the  MesicUhS'  Beaevtrient 
FWd,  Id  Ogfa  Street,  London 

OBM-SUartilncyagri 
92  died  peacefully  and 
comfortably  al  home  on 
February  l7Ch  1997, 
daughter  at  the  fate  Hubert 
and  Kmcy  Gibbs  of  Fyne. 
Much  hud  dftu;  risxer-tn- 
law,  aunt,  pdt  aai  ^sai- 
gtau-auM,  cousin  and  dear 
Mnri  Funeral  at  Clpt  St 
Gwqe,  February  28th  1997 
s  2  o’clock.  Spring  Qoisms 
or  donations  to  The  British 
Bad  Ctoes.  Bagofrtaa  to  TX. 
Tori,  Id  Victoria  load. 
Tatston.  Qnm. 

GOVEtt  -  Marjotle  Emma 
peacefully  on  Tuesday 
February  18*h  1997  al  home 
»ed  87.  Moat  dearly  beloved 
wife  of  Alfred  and  dead? 
loved  mother  of  Deriri,  John 
taut  snsaboth  and  ^aanf  of 
lamas.  Bod.  How  and  tuU*. 
Funeral  Service  at  mtnoy 
Vale  Crematorium  on 
Wednesday  Fateuarr  2dth  at 

1.4S  pm.  Family  flowers 
only  donadoos  to  The  Lady 
Taverner’*,  22  Queen  Anne’s 
Gate,  SWXH  9AA 


-  On  February  18th 
hums,  tie. 


Koel 

Harold  Emasr,  aged  SO 
years,  beloved  father  of 
Catherine,  John.  Shura  and 
Vanessa,  fusjam.1  betum  ta 

Agricultural  Zoology  at 
leads  HuH»utt|.  tor  funeral 

Chrtftopbar  JUreeial 

Dtaecmra  (DUMB  8175751. 
PbmBbub  If  desired  to  Thu 
Mrtelnart  Dtseese  Soctoty 
e/o  Christopher  Btnns, 
TmwQqalGaMa  Buns 
Seed.  IlUoy,  West  Yorkshire 
U29  SHSl 

XUMm  -  Inn •  passed  aw»y 
pseeefUOyra  19th  Frtamr 
1997  after  a  Jung  fflnssc 
Funeral  today  Friday 
Febramy  21st  M  12  docs  at 
the  libmal  Jewish  Cemetery, 


1UI0EB  -  John  Menhtnlca  -  on 
February  18th  1997 
peacefully  *z  home  with  Us 
family,  aged  86  yean. 

Service  of  ibub^rug  n 
2pm  on  Friday  28th 
February  at  Hatfield  Heath 
thatad  tUfurand  Church.  No 
flowers.  DasillMf  to 
Duumv  District  Nurses 
Fond,  c/o  Psalel  BoMwara  ft 
Son*  Ltd.  3  Bn  Ilf  la  ids, 
Sawbrideeworth,  Herts. 
0122  90S. 

auTTTteWS  -  daefaew  Edwaid 
Bertie,  died  In  hospital  on 
11th  February  1997  agad  72 
yearn.  Survived  by  bis  wife 
Hazel  and  dauiftnws  SaHy 
and  Jol  Ferassriy  Cunsutranr 
Gynuecologlsi  and 

Obstetrician  bt  Hast 
Middlesex  Hospital. 
Denadora  to  Ben  of  Gowets 
io5pritBiaaenoaswiadsc/o 
Lodge  Bros,  4  Clarendon 
load.  Ashford,  Middx. 
Enquiries  (01784}  253226. 

MICHBL-Oi  1 3a  February 
1997.  peacefully  at  the 
POgtW  Hoepice.  Margate. 
Audrey  Muriel  Fena 
WtcbeU.  SSf*.  a  MghUwjafa. 
fately  of  Saadwich.  aged  74. 


annua  -  Dc.  Kathleen  Chase 


IS  yea: 
Bennington,  3  1  London, 
died  peacefully  os  18th 
February  1997.  aged  97 
years.  Service  to  take  place 
at  Si  Nicholas  Church, 
Sandhurst,  on  Thursday 
27th  February  ar  S  pa. 
Flowets  ou  dtmariras  to  the 
League  of  .  Friends, 
Bewkhnm  Cortege  HoejXxal 
do  C  bfsemtmuse  ft  Sons, 

High  Street,  Jnrwash.  £. 
Sussex.  Tel:  (01438} 
882219. 


SYMONOS  -  Dt.  MDta  at  home 
with  Us  family,  on  18th 
February,  aged  67  years. 
Hatband  of  Bowen  and 
father  of  VKQlam,  fames  and 
foanzm.  Funeral  at  AB  Bahru 
Church,  Bpplna  Upfand.  at 
L30  pm  on  Wednesday  26th 
February.  Mo  ilemam  piee.se, 
b«  donation*  may  be  made 
to  The  Directed  St  Mu** 
Hospital,  Nmthwlek  Park, 
Harrow  or  The  Practice 
Manager,  The  High  Street 
Surgery.  Eppiag. 


TEWraOM  •  On  February  18(b 
Phyllis  Mary  aged  81, 
datrihter  of  the  fate  Done  Id 
aad  Gertrude  Tewsoa. 
Fassmt  amice  at  SC  PBttfa 
Church.  WtottaaoM  Hm,  oo 
Friday  Febcuaty  28th  at 
2  pm,  Mowed  by  eommUtal 
at  New  Southgate 
Cremrorfum.  Family 
Hewers  oriy.  Conations  If 
dashed  to  St  Pauls  Chmch 
c/o  A.  Seaward  7  Sobs.  448 
(beta  Lanes.  Palmers  Green, 

703  axn 


VMIBUM  joiiesoir  -  susu 
Hilary  (ate  Jones}  on 
Wednesday  19th  February  ar 
HmeDald  HraphaL  beloved 
wife  of  Charles  aad  mother 
Of  Slaton,  John  and  jflJJ, 
Family  funeral  only.  Ite 
floweta.  Donations  instead 
to  Hareffald  Hospital  CDr 
Orrlto  Us  Ivy).  Hate  field, 
MliV1Is*ifv.  UB9  6JK 


THOMPSOM  -  Edwin  John  - 
Teddy  -  on  Tuesday  18th 
February,  aged  75  years. 
Most  dearly  loved  by  his 
family  end  by  his  ftlsade. 
Funeral  u  noon  on  Friday 
28*h  Fsfesnary  ax  Albadphtra 
Parish  Church.  Family 
flewera  only,  please. 
fapnfae,  If  deetred.  to  The 
British  Digestive 

Foundarloa,  cb  lb*  date 
Matthews,  Hew  Cross 
Hospital,  Wolvethampton 
Wl®  OQP  aad  (o  St  Mary 
Magdalene  Church. 
Al  brighten,  Tel  Mrs  Anne 
Stumer,  at  the  Brewery, 
01902  329517  for  ruty  tram 
to  be  art. 

WICKS-  Harold  E. 
enldtit 
a  shot 
loved.  Funeral  Service  on 
2dcft  Mntsj  at  Aldershot 
Park  Crematorium  at 
230pm.  No  flowers  by 
request,  but  doaarioas  U 
desired  to  •  charity  of  tout 
choice.  AB  mqntrier  to  E. 

Finch  ft  Son*  (01282) 
22281. 


Harold  E.  peacefully 

l  FehrtBry  1997  after 

UlnesT.  Very  dratf 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


CAIRNCX088  -  Annette.  A 
service  to  celebrate  the  Bfe 
of  Annette  Chfanader  win 
taka  pface  b«  St  Crtmbrt 
Church  on  Tawdry  2Bth 
February  1997  at  2  pan. 
QAMLEN- A  Memorial  Service 
for  Catherine  IfflUcent 
Gamlen  Bister  PT*  St 
Thomas'  at -Manor  House, 
Codatoring  1948-68  wffiba 
held  at  the  Chapel  of  St 
Thomas*  fiostrttxi,  London 
SEI  on  let  Aprs  1997  at 
•  1X30  pea. 


IN  MEMORXAM  — . 
PRIVATE 


ROWLAND  SON  -  Lady  Vera 

El  wort  by.  lovingly 

remembered.  Richard. 
Bliiwibeth  and  Edwmd. 


BIRTHDAYS 

OU.YI  "Mot  <mtw  ■  nttai  mot 
nor  ipUM  a  ait,  a  ptiantnoi 
Utt  at  *orai«htea  rartUXT 

TSSSW*  "  ^ 

MKTMCK  H.  BtoR  »>Ot  Xfatft- 
<far.  tow 

SERVICES 

MMft  nonMOIS  IthriQBal  Oh- 
tag  Agme*.  H  yra  orv  rioray  ■* 

WANTED 

MMK  COATS,  too  eoot*  pw 
ohara d  Iwt  pW  prtL  AD 

pn' 19491*  tfuthoai  Hsiao,  tara 
OM  makN*  qaJlia,  amhtab 
ftrioo,  —pin  oriaarai  an*, 
rift,  Ohawta.  taotlaa.  coartum 
J«— Bn  *rc  0171  289  9610 

noux  »  cwnn  «anM.  hmi 

craft  Prtata  rafa.  0171 

8992  or  vfan  SlMt  traa  ton. 

TICKETS  FOR  SALE 

TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


AWWUTO.V  ALL:  •  B  KmtUnm. 
Wlmhladoa  TO,  an  aw  tor 

rive  a  apordra  vox 
BooHla  a  amd.0171  aoa  aaea 


ALL  AWUL:  lengw,  nil  rhaaoy. 


AU.  tOeCWU,  flaun  aad 
vnafag  rraaata  mOrUa  Tsi 
om  oSC  3895  Rue  0071  930 


_  /muraetnao  0171  >40  8990 


ALL  HOOEIB  5  Mattel*,  tan cm 

- B«n  Camas,  c.  DUmei 

raioiS* 


ART  TKXET  obtained.  Theatre, 

gsn&siyssg — 


BWB  MnqMSRMBT H7  Tkfeev 

■aSWwa.lftRraraTri 


IMtfttWMBtthr&imri 

*  let  fawi.  - 


five  nations 
RUGBY  *97 

Gqhndnfimce 
Sat  March  1st  ~ 
Maldi  tkkstooly  or  full 


01713789090 


FOR  SALE 


All  Sport  Tickets 

tocbt  oklt  /  HonuBunl 
Fiva  Nations  Rugby 
Wimbledon  Tennis 
Grand  Prix,  Ascot 
u»atre  &  Concerts 


.0171  2474193 


FOR  SALE 


A  WHTMMTE  Nfarpapu  Odg*. 


A  mmWBt  dowt  vary  day 
mvyjwan  bora  Cl  8-mar>.  Sama 
day  Wrratrt.  0171  TlA  3AM. 

ROUX  Oyster  gold  day  date, 
doable  qofcfc  ebasga.  ]>»*•  ma- 
mrad  faeewtth  dlemandbewL 


THd-TMSB  -  1791-1995  ori? 

dtta*  mUsble.  Brady  fee  paw 


■wanaber  Wbra.  0181- - 

Cdl  frea  OSOQ 


WINTER  SPORTS 


AMV^y  tor  any  «nha««K 
•he  beat  choice  tar  Ski  Wrak- 
«cb  *  Tafloeaiada  boBdbv*. 
WMra  Bon  Bid  pun  792  1188. 


1TOB  OTTEM.  cam  chntats.  ib 
rmooe.Aiwtria.  Seda*  Canada 
SM  Total  0181  9*8  692a  Abo 


■wam  ft  ThUm-made  sknag. 


MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


% 


MrJ.RPrett 

and  MifflCLS- Pag*1 

The  eagagemeni  is  announced 

between  James,  young*®  son  oL 

Mr  and  Mis  Christopher  Pran,  ot 

Hampstead  Norreys,  Berkshire, 
and  Charlotte,  only  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  LW.  Page,  of 
fpgham.  West  Sussex. 

Mr  M.  Stager  . 

and  Miss  A.K.  Howland  Jackson 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Mark,  second  son  or  Mr 
and  Mis  Nidt  Seager.  of  Maidai- 
head.  Berkshire,  and  Anna,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Anthony 
Howland  Jackson,  of  Ifordham, 
Colchester. 

Mr  RA-  Slyring 
and  Mias  LC  Harvty 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Robert,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs.  W.R.  Styring.  of  Newton 
Ferrers.  Devon,  aad  Lucy,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Commander  RJ.  Harvey,  of 
PJymouxh.  and  Mrs  T.C  Harvty, 
of  Sbaugh  Prior,  Devon. 

Mr  OJOJHT.  Tims 
and  Miss  A-L.  Jay 
The  ;  engagement  is  announced 
between  Oliver,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Hilton  Tuns,  of  Kingston 
upon  Thames,  Surrey,  and  Anna- 
kjuise,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
T.R.  Jay.  of  Lrigh,  Sherborne, 
Dorset 

Mr  CAJR.  Weston 
and  Miss  R.M.Sabben-Clare 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Clive,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Anthony  Weston,  of  Hereford,  and 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Janies  Sabben-Oare,  of 
Winchester.  Hampshire. 

Mr  A.S.  Wiffiaxas 
and  Miss  G.R.  BohHng 
The  engagement  is  annoonced 
between  Stuart,  only  son  of  Mr 
David  and  Dr  Isobel  Williams,  of 
Essendon.  Hertfordshire,  and 
GecagiDa.  elder  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Michael  Bohling.  of 
Henley^t-Thames,  Djdbrdshins. 
Mr  RA.  Watiams 
and  Miss  AJW.  Macbeth 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard  Anthony,  eldest 
son  at  Mr  Tony  Williams,  of  West 
Auckland.  Co  Durham,  and  Mrs 
Kate  Williams,  of  Woivistan. 
Cleveland,  and  Annahefie  May. 
only  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
frier  Macbeth,  of  Canterbury. 
Kent 

Marriages 

Mr  C.  Seville  ... 
and  Min  M.  Morgan- Witts 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  &.  1997.  at  St  Margaret's 
Church.  Westminster  Abbey,  be-' 
tween  Mr  Charles  KeviUe,  son  of 
Mr  John  KeviUe  and  the  late  Mrs 
KeviUe.  of  Leigh.  Surrey,  and  Miss 
Michele  Morgan-Wios,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mis  Max  Morgan- 
Whts,  of  Kensington.  London.  The 
Rev  Peter  Cowell  officiated: 

The  bride,  who  was  given  in 
.marriage  fay  her  father,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  Cedffn  Koos.  Emily 
Lean  and  Thamas  Morgan- Witts. 
Mr  Justin  Emerich  was  best  man. 

Arcoeggon-was  held  at  BrooksB 
and  the  hwfeymotai  is  bexng  spent 
abroad. 

Mr  WJ.  Lowndes 
and  Mrs  BJL  Harding 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat- 
.  urday,  February  IS,  between  Mr 
Jeremy  Lowndes  and  Mrs  Barbara 
Harding,  of  FontiuQ  Bishop. 


■nVftMinnr  Crawl  Pfara  Ml 
«*,  bfaefc  rarin  flam.  Ball 
pa—.  o«8  enva. 


HOBBIES  &  ' 
PASTIMES 


WHlATTA  FvDy  . 
WWM  1908  itaooalMM  for 
S5T  „  nrirtb 

._  vti 

(MDUm  aranabte  .  BnjCBtn- 

fag,  fara  8 had  -WTO  p — gm 
jmfara.  Ton  Doanto  aunUJB. 
0t67S  W&8S.  * 
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Obituaries 


CHRISTOPHER  DRIVER 


Christopher  Driver,  journalist 
and  former  editor  t»f  The  Good 
Food  Guide,  died  of  a  brain 
tumour  on  February  J8  aged  54, 
He  was  born  on  Dctemher  L 
1932. 


C 


hrisiopher  Driver  was  ajour- 
nalisr  and  critic  who  believed 
.  passionately  in  the  appiica- 
—  .**»  of  standards,  and  was 
distinguished  enough  academically  to 
know  what  he  was  talking  about 
Whether  he  was  concerning  himself 
with  rood,  or,  during  his  later  incama- 
ucm,  with  the  dead  (he  created  with 
W;  L.  Webb,  from  1987,  a  proper  obitu- 
anes  department  at  The  Guardian 
newspaper),  his  judgment  was  dear 
and  rational.  When  discussing  meals 
consumed  or  lives  lived,  there  were 
certain  characteristics  required,  with¬ 
out  which  there  would  be  nothing  to 
celebrate-  ' 

Driver’s  view  of  standards  has  gone 
completely  out  of  fashion,  replaced,  as 

he  would  have  seen  it,  by  the  tyranny  of 
the  market  —  price  rather  than  value. 
In  1982,  in  the  preface  to  his  last  Good 
Food  Guide,  he  wrote;  “When  a  couple, 
a  family,  or  even  a  large  international 
hotel  chain  engage  to  cook  a  meal  for 
paying  customers  and  create  a  setting 
in  which  to  do  h,  not  just  a  skill  fait  a 
whole  personality  is  put  on  trial  under 
an  uncomfortably  bright  light 
“This  is  especially  true  in  Britain, 
where  so  much  of  life  is  infused  by  the 
enjoyable  embarrassments  of  class  in 
all  its  delicate  gradations;  besides, 
most  places  large  or  small  in  this, 
country  are  unable  to  operate,  as  the 
French  do,  beneath  a  carapace  of 
technical  and  cultural  confidence." 

Driver  was  the  kind  of  critic  who 
knew  his  enemies,  and  was  not 
inclined  to  reassure  those  who  had 
betrayed  their  calling  by  letting  shut-  . 
dards  slip.  He  spoke  his  mind,  a  habit 
long-standing  and  never  suppressed.  A 
memo  to  Alastair  Hetheringtoru  that 
Guardian  Editor,  in  the  early  1960s 
ran:  “Since  I’Ve  started  speaking  out  of 
turn,  can  I  also  suggest  that  your  own 
interests  and  sympathies  are  now  too 
narrowly  focused  for  the  paper’s  good 
(mine,  perhaps,  too  widely)-" 

Driver’s  tenure  of  the  editorship  of 
"Hie  Good  Food  Guide  for  a  dozen 
years  from  1970  was  not  surprisingly 
sometimes  uncomfortable-  A  letter  to 
The  Times  in  1978  was  part  of  an 
attempted  coup  against  him  at  the 
Consumers’  Association,  which  had 
taken  over  the  Guide  from  Raymond 
Postgare.  its  founder,  in  1963-64. 
Twelve  signatures,  a  suitably  apostolic 
jury,  remonstrated  with  his  presumed 
dislike  of  commercially  successful  res¬ 
taurateurs  and  the  sharp  tone  of  his 
criticism.  ‘  - 

Bur  the  odd  blend  at  democratic  and 
elitist  taste,  represented  by  the  Guide. 
under  his  direction,- was  traditionally 
based  on  a  wide  sampling  of  self- 
appointed  judges’  opinions  —  the 
punters  themselves  who  were  sternly 
encouraged  to  do  their  bit  “Saints  and 
professionals  write  their  reports  before 


they  sleep,"  he  warned.  “After  24  hours 
and  further  meals,  the  edges  of  the 
•  impression  start  to  fade." 

The  raw  ingredients  would  be  boiled 
dawn  in  the  sub-editorial  marmite  and. 
then  passed  through .  the  mouli  of 
Driver's  idiosyncratic  literary  man¬ 
ners.  The.  Guide  reflected  in  -its 
peculiar  way  hfa- own  modified  snob¬ 
bery.  Later,  as  an  obituaries  editor,  he 
could  seldom  resist  adding  that  little 
extra  pinch  of  coriander,  and  it  got  him 
into  trouble:  the  subjects  might  be 
dead,  but  distinguished  obituary  writ¬ 
ers;  sometimes,  resented  being  so  cre¬ 
atively  interfered  with- 

However  open  his  editorial  policy 
might  be  in  principle. Driver  was  too 
good  and  engaged  a  writer  to  resist  the 
possibility  bfimpoang  his  own  attitude 
on  materia].  The  Guide  was  very  much 
his  voice,  therefore,  .which -for  some 
■vitiated  its  supposed  dispassionate, 
objective,  comprehensiveness-  The  fact 
that  Guardian  obituaries  appeared  on 
what  was  called  the  “Personal"  page,  a 
title  ambiguously  evocative  of  “person¬ 
al  services ",  fitted  both  his  approach  to 


the  morbid  zone  and  his  editorial 
agenda  perfectly. 

-  There  was  certainly  a  bit  (perhaps, 
even,  fate)  of  a  schoolmaster  about 
him.  Food  and  drink,  which  he  enjoyed 
and  about  which  he  expatiated  profes¬ 
sionally  for  so  long,  are  comforters 
whose  enjoyment  is  usually  associated 
with  a  loose  corset  Yet  Driver,  despite 
the  fact  of  his  firmly  Protestant 
Christian  faith  and  practice,  was  in  no 
way  a  puritan. 

He  had  a  great  capacity  for  enjoy¬ 
ment  —  was  a  music  lover  and  decent 
string-play  er,  was  a  genuine  enthusiast 
for  fan  ale  company,  was  a  real  lover  erf 
good  and  special  food,  and  was  a 
devoted  antbologiser  of  poetry  and 
prose  His  collection  of  sundry  literary 
figures’ jottings  about  music.  Music  for 
Love,  which  Weidenfeld  published  in 
1994  after  his  brain  tumour  had  been  ’** 
excised  (only  a  temporary  remedy, 
sadly),  was  dedicated  to  "  Viola  wives’ 
and.  other  partners". 

Christopher  Prout  Driver  was  a 
representative  of  the  old  traditions  at 
the  Manchester  Guardian,  libera]. 


nonconformist,  elitist,  yet  democratic, 
that  have  almost  completely  disap¬ 
peared  under  the  present  more  arro¬ 
gant  and  exclusive  dispensation. 

A  late  product  of  the  old-style 
classical  education,  centred  on  Latin 
and  Greek,  he  went  first  to  the  Dragon 
School  at  Oxford  and  ended  up  as  head 
boy  at  Rugby  when  the  Anlee  Govern¬ 
ment  was  running  out  of  steam.  He 
then  took-  a  scholarship  to  read 
Classical  Greats  at  Christ  Church. 
Oxford.  He  was  an  effective  debater  in 
the  Oxford  Union, 

But  he  was  firmly  non-conformist,  a 
Cdngregationalisr  by  conviction  who 
attended  and  helped  to  restore  the  local 
Untied  Reformed  Church  chapel  at 
Htghgate  near  his  home.  The  firs:  book 
he  wrote,  in  1962,  was  A  Future  for  the 
Free  Churches ?.  His  next  book,  two 
years  later,  was  The  Disarmcrs:  a 
study  in  Protest,  a  record  of  the 
Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarmament 
(CND).  His  father  was  a  medical 
missionary  in  India,  where  be  was 
born.  It  was  perhaps  inevitable  that  he 
would  gravitate  to  the  Left:  doing  his 
National  Service  as  a  conscientious 
objector  with  the  Friends  Ambulance 
Cbrps,  where  he  both  learnt  some 
cooking  and  was  heavily  involved  with 
refugees  from  the  1936  Hungarian 
revolt  against  Communism. 

He  learnt  his  trade  as  a  journalist  on 
the  Liverpool  Daily  Post,  moving  to  the 
Manchester  Guardian  in  I960.  He 
became  features  editor  of  77ie  Guard¬ 
ian  in  1964,  when  his  predecessor,  the 
historian  John  Rosseiii.  moved  into 
academe.  In  1908  he  left  the  paper  10 
research  and  write  a  critical  explora¬ 
tion  of  what  the  university  ideal  should 
be:  The  Exploding  University. 

Driver  created  the  arts  page  out  of 
what  had  been  a  miscellany  page  of 
various  features.  During  his  time  the 
women's  page  developed  into  theshape 
that  it  has  since  maintained  in  most 
newspapers,  though  it  was  only  after 
his  return  to  The  Guardian  in  a 
freelance  capacity,  after  leaving  The 
Good  Food  Guide,  that  food  and 
cookery  became  a  separate  (and  week¬ 
ly)  empire. 

Ia  1983  he  published  The  British  At 
Table.  1940-1980.  His  last  book,  pub¬ 
lished  just  this  month,  was  John 
Evelyn :  Cook,  a  transcription  of  part  of 
the  great  diarist’s  Household  Book  of 
the  1680s.  He  was  a  bibliophile,  and 
happily  .  continued  the  second-hand 
bookshop  his  father  in  retirement  had 
run  in  Shaftesbury.  His  1983  reprint  of 
James  E.  Masters's  book  on  Thomas 
Hardy’s  Shaftesbury,  beautifully  illus¬ 
trated  with  superb  woodcuts,  is  a 
delightful  product 

His  poems,  a  slim  volume  entitled 
Strokes  and  including  verses,  he  wrote 
soon  after  his  first  collapse  (the  initial 
hint  perhaps,  of  the  tumour  that 
eventually,  finally,  destroyed  his  ability 
even  to  speak),  was  published  last  year 
with  equal  typographical  taste  by 
Libanus  Press.  Marlborough. 

He  married  Margaret  Perfect  in 
1958.  They  had  three  daughters  of 
whom  two  are  professional  musicians. 


BRIAN  MORCOM 


Brian  Morcom,  authority 
on  tax  mitigation  at  the 
Bar  and  later  a  Social 
Security  and  ChBd 
Support  Commissioner, 
died  on  January  29  aged 
71.  He  was  bora  on  May 

3L  1925. 

IN  NOVEMBER  1981  Brian 
Morcom.  who  at  the  time  had 
at  the  Bar  one  of  the  largest 
advisory  practices  directed  to 
the  minimisation  of  capital 
and  other  tax  liabilities,  left  to 
take  up  an  appointment  as  one 
of  the  Soria!  Security  Commis¬ 
sioners. 

It  might  be  thought  ironic 
that  he  should  have  aban¬ 


doned  advising  the  wealthy 
on  ways  of  reducing  their 
liability  to  tax  in  favour  of 
dealing  with  a  wholly  different 
spectrum  of  society.  For  as  a 
Soda!  Security  Commissioner 
he.  heard  appeals  from  Social 
Security  Tribunals,  where  the 
claimants  were  generally  pe¬ 
nurious.' 

However,  the  transform¬ 
ation  was  perhaps  not  as 
marked  as  superficially  it  may 
have  appeared.  For  die  same 
mental  processes  were  called 
info  play,  and  soda!  security 
law  involved  the  construction 
and  interpretation  of  legisla¬ 
tion  even  more  complex  than 
the  tax  statutes  with  which 


Morcom  had  hitherto  been 
concerned. 

He  was  ideally  suited  to  this 
new  field  of  activity,  and  he 
discharged  the  office  with 
great  distinction.  His  output  of 
derisions  was  prodigious,  and 
he  was  very  rarely  appealed  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  even 
more  rarely  overturned.  In 
1993  he  became  in  addition  a 
Child  Support  Commissioner. 

John  Brian  Morcom  was 
bom  in  Carmarthen,  die  son 
of  a  jeweller,  and  was  educat¬ 
ed  at  Queen  Elizabeth  Gram¬ 
mar  School,  Carmarthen,  and 
Baflioi)  College,  Oxford,  where 
he  read  classical  moderations 
and  law.  Before  going  to 


Oxford  he  was  for  a  short 
period  in  the  Oakdale  Colliery 
as  a  “Bevin  Boy",  set  to  work 
in  the  mines  instead  of  being 
conscripted  into  the  Armed 
Forces.  Thereafter  he  served, 
from  1944  to  1947,  in  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps,  where 
he  learnt  to  type,  an  accom¬ 
plishment  which  he  carefully 
kept  secret  from  members  of 
his  chambers. 

He  was  called  to  the  Bar. 
Inner  Temple,  in  1952  and 
became  the  pupil  of  Alfred 
Baden  Fuller.  He  steadily 
built  up  a  general  Chancery 
practice  until  in  early  1959  he 
produced  the  first  edition  of 
his  Estate  Duty  Saving. 
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This  publication,  which  was 
the  first  substantive  work  of  its 
land  directed  to  tax  mitigation, 
was  far-ranging  in  its  scope 
and  reflected,  among  other 
things,  his  earlier  Chancery 
practice. 

The  book  went  into  five 
editions  and  changed  Mar- 
corn’s  career.  From  then  on  he 
.  devoted  himself  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  to  tax  mitigation,  and 
became  at  the  junior  Bar 
probably  its  leading  practitio¬ 
ner.  So  great  was  the  demand 
on  his  professional  time  that 
each  year  in  the  period  imm¬ 
ediately  before  and  after  the 
Budget  he  was  at  his  desk  by 
5am. 

Morcom  spoke  Welsh  flu¬ 
ently  and.  as  a  Social  Security 
Commissioner,  regularly  trav¬ 
elled  to  Cardiff  to  hear  Welsh 
appeals.  While  ar  the  Bar  he 
had  been  on  the  Wales  and 
Chester  CircuiL  He  had  a 
second  home  in  Pembroke¬ 
shire  and  extensive  forestry' 
interests  in  Wales.  Having 
completed  15  years  in  office 
last  November,  he  was  at  the 
time  of  his  death  on  the  point 
of  retirement,  and  was  looking 
forward  to  returning  to  his 
roots  in  Wales. 

He  married,  first.  Valerie; 
who  died  in  I960,  and  second¬ 
ly  Sheila,  who  died  in  19S6. 
He  leaves  a  son  by  his  firsT 
marriage  and  a  daughter  by 
his  second. 


DONALD  STOKES 


Professor  Donald  Stokes, 

political  scientist,  died  on 
January  26  aged  69.  He 

was  born  on  April  L  1927. 

DONALD  STOKES  made 
outstanding  contributions  to 
the  study  of  political  science 
both  in  Ae  United  Slates  and 
in  Britain.  He  played  a  large 
pan  in  developing  the  concept 
of  "pany  utentificatinfl’*  which 
has  been  so  important  in  all 
subsenuem  writing  about  elec¬ 
toral  behaviour.  In  two  pio¬ 
neering  works  erf  electoral 
research,  especially  —  The 
American  Voter,  of  which  he 
was  a  co-author  in  (960,  and 
Political  Change  in  Britain, 
his  1969  collaboration  with 
David  Butler  —  he  exercised  a 
fasting  influence  in  the  field. 

He  came  from  a  tong  line  of 
Philadelphia  Quakers,  most  of 
them  doctors.  All  his  life  he 
echoed  his  ancestry,  manifest¬ 
ing  a  calm,  courteous,  humor¬ 
ous,  pamdan  cenamty.  His 
perfect  manners  and  his  ele¬ 
gant  diction  disguised  a  brfl- 
uant  radical  intellect. 

Academically  powerful  and 
original,  he  was  personally 
kino  and  understanding.  He 
was  perceptive  about  his  col¬ 
leagues  and  his  students  and. 
if  they  had  any  divine  spark  or 
human  generosity,  he  was  on 
their  side. 

His  mathematical  skills  en¬ 
abled  him  to  take  advantage 
of  the  anting  of  the  computer 
age.  But  he  kept  statistics  in 
their  place;  he  would  often 
dismiss  an  article  as  “a  mere 
survey  report".  When  he  pre¬ 
sented  evidence,  he  would 
only  use  a  table  to  make  a 
dear  and  specific  point.  His 
own  prose  was  elegant,  and  he 
would  advise  others  to  “let  the 
argument  breathe". 

As  a  Quaker.  Donald  Stokes 
escaped  military  service  by 
working  as  a  pharmacist's 
assistant  m  the  Merchant 
Marine  for  two  years,  before 
he  went  to  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1947  for  his  BA  and  then 
on  to  Yale  as  a  graduate.  After 
getting  his  doctorate  and  mar¬ 
rying  Sybil,  a  fellow  student 


he  moved  to  Michigan  where 
he  became  pan  of  the  team 
that  produced  in  I960  The 
American  Voter .  the  most 
influential  of  all  postwar 
works  on  electoral  politics. 

An  encounter  ax  a  confer¬ 
ence  in  Ann  Arbor  led  Sir 
Norman  Chester  to  persuade 
the  Fellows  of  Nuffield  Coll¬ 
ege,  Oxford,  to  invite  Stokes 
across  the  Atlantic  tn  under¬ 
take  a  comparable  work  in 
Britain.  He  came  to  Oxford  in 
January  1963  and.  in  that 
coldest  of  winters,  developed  a 
lifelong  Anglophilia,  finding 
many  friends  at  Westminster 
and  on  various  campuses. 

Between  1963  and  1970, 
together  with  David  Butler,  he 
supervised  five  nationwide 
surveys  of  the  British  elector¬ 
ate.  These  were  the  basis  for 
their  path-breaking  book.  Pol¬ 
itical  Change  in  Britain.  The 
first  edition  in  1969  provoked 
an  aggressive  review  in  The 
Times  from  lain  Macleod.  but 
it  won  the  Woodrow  Wilson 
Prize  for  the  best  work  in  the 
field  of  political  science  pub¬ 
lished  that  year  and  it  is  still 
used  as  a  basic  text  in  voting 
studies.  Stokes  later  helped  to 
launch  Australian  studies 
along  the  lines  he  had  pioneer¬ 
ed  in  The  American  Voter  and 
Poli deal  Change. 

In  1972  he  moved  from 
Michigan  back  to  Princeton  as 
the  Dean  of  the  Woodrow 
Wilson  School  of  Public  and 


International  Affairs,  where 
he  reigned  for  twenty  years, 
raising  large  funds  and  luring 
distinguished  visitors  to  talk 
with  the  extraordinarily  lively 
group  of  students  that  he  had 
recruited.  He  also  gave  lec¬ 
tures  that  were  models  of 
clarity  and  depth. 

A  lifelong  Democrat  he  was 
nonetheless  twice  chosen  as  a 
neutral  arbiter  to  settle  party 
banles  over  the  redistricting  of 
New  Jersey's  congressional 
seats. 

He  was  a  perfectionist.  He 
wrote  slowly  and  he  gave  his 
time  generously.  His  friends 
lamented  the  great  works  on 
representation  and  other  sub¬ 
jects  that  never  appeared.  But 
in  his  later  years  he  turned 
from  electoral  studies  to  sci¬ 
ence  policy,  in  seminars  and 
lectures  he  explored  the  ways 
in  which  inventions  were 
made  and  applied  and  he 
analysed  the  role  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  helping  or  hindering 
scientific  advance. 

His  final  monument  will  be 
published  this  autumn,  as 
Pasteups  Quadrant:  Basic 
Science  and  Technological  In¬ 
novation.  It  will  at  last  reach  a 
wider  audience,  after  the 
many  years  when  its  key 
chapters  circulated  so  influen¬ 
tially  around  the  Wasitington 
Establishment. 

His  wife  Sybil  survives  him, 
together  with  their  two 
daughters. 


DR  STANLEY  FIRTH 


Dr  Stanley  Firth,  former 
Medical  Superintendent 
Brighton  General 
Hospital  died  on 
Janizary  24  aged  94.  He 
was  born  on  November 
21,1902. 

STANLEY  FIRTH  had  the 
curious  distinction  of  spend¬ 
ing  56  years  of  his  life  in 
hospital  residence-  He  was 
bom  at  Withingron  Work- 
house  Infirmary.  Manchester, 
where  his  father  was  Adminis¬ 
trator  and  his  mother  Matron. 

From  childhood  he  saw  at 
first  hand  the  conditions  and 
long-term  care  offered  to  more 
than  2,000  elderly  and  infirm 
patients  in  this  Poor  Law 
Institution.  After  his  fatiiers 
death  in  the  First  World  War, 
his  mother  took  on  the  addi¬ 
tional  role  of  Administrator 
and  oversaw  the  development 
of  the  institution  into  a  huge 
military  hospital  for  more 
than  2.000  wounded  soldiers; 
an  achievement  for  which  she 
was  appointed  MBE  and 
awarded  the  Royal  Red  Cross. 

In  the  circumstances,  it  was 
perhaps  not  surprising  that 
Stanley  Joseph  Firth  derided 
to  study  medicine,  qualifying 
in  1925  after  education  at 
Manchester  Grammar  School 
and  Manchester  University. 
After  hospital  appointments  in 
the  Manchester  area  he 
moved  to  Hastings,  before 
being  appointed,  at  the  early 
age  of  30.  Medical  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Brighton  Municipal 
Hospital,  which  at  that  time 
was  a  Poor  Law  Workhouse 
very  similar  to  Withington.  He 
was  io  remain  in  this  post  for 
the  next  35  years.  In  the 
Second  World  War,  as  his 
mother  had  done  at  Withing¬ 
ton  in  the  first,  he  had  to 
adapt  ihe  hospital  to  provide 
for  casualties  from  the  battle¬ 
fields  of  Europe. 

Firth  set  a  standard  of 
academic  and  clinical  excel¬ 
lence,  but  he  was  alsoa  man  of 
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vision  who  recognised  the 
need  to  develop  geriatric  medi¬ 
cine  as  a  specialised  discipline. 
In  the  course  of  his  career  he 
saw  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  the  elderly  transferred  from 
the  "Guardian  of  the  Poor", 
through  the  public  assistance 
committee,  to  the  local  council 
under  the  public  health  com¬ 
mittee  and,  finally,  in  1948  to 
state  control  under  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Health  Service.  Remark¬ 
ably,  the  work  o! 
administering  all  the  changes 
needed  to  transform  the 
Brighton  hospital  into  a  large 
general  hospital  was  achieved 
with  an  administrative  staff  of 
only  two  —  a  senior  and  a 
junior  clerk. 

In  1952  Firth  was  appointed 
foe  first  consultant  physician 
in  geriatric  medrine  to  foe 
Brighton  hospitals,  and  be¬ 
came  chairman  of  foe  SE 
Metropolitan  Board  Advisory 
Committee  in  Geriatric  Medi¬ 
cine,  a  position  he  held  until 
his  retirement  in  1967. 

He  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  patients  and  peers  alike, 
and  served  as  chairman  of  the 
local  British  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation  before  being  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  BM  A  He  was  an 
active  founder  member  of  the 
Brighton  Post-Graduate 
Centre  and  president  of  foe 


Brighton  and  Sussex  Medico- 
Chmirgical  Society.  His  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  importance  of 
ancillary  services  such  as 
physiotherapy,  occupational 
therapy,  chiropody  and  hospi¬ 
tal  almoners  —  now  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  the  social  sendees  — 
led  him  to  represent  their 
interests  in  Nalgo  (National 
Association  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Officers),  and  he  was 
vice-chairman  of  one  of  the 
nine  Whitley  Councils  estab¬ 
lished  wjfojn  the  NHS. 

He  retained  his  interest  in 
medicine  throughout  retire¬ 
ment.  keeping  abreast  of  the 
continuing  changes  in  health¬ 
care.  His  only  regret  was  that 
plans  for  a  new  purpose-built 
hospital  near  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  University  of 
Sussex  never  materialised. 

As  a  relaxation  he  developed 
a  deep  interest  in  yachting  and 
was  rightly  proud  of  his  Board 
of  Trade  Yachrmasier’s  Certif¬ 
icate,  for  which  he  studied 
during  the  war  under  the 
redoubtable  Captain  O.  M. 
Watts.  His  boat  Falcon  U  was 
one  of  the  “little  ships"  which 
rescued  Allied  soldiers  from 
foe  Dunkirk  beaches. 

His  wife  Ada,  also  a  doctor, 
predeceased  him  in  1987.  He  is 
survived  by  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  both  in  medidne. 


NEW  H.  G.  WELLS  FILM 
"THINGS  TO  COME" 
LEICESTER  SQUARE  THEATRE 
Produced  by  Alexander  Korda  and 
directed  by  Wiliam  Monies 
lr  is  usually  not  until  itey  have  extinguished 
the  present  dvil kalian  at  the  world  py  war. 
famine,  new  and  partial  tarty  unpleasant  dis¬ 
eases.  invasions  from  another  planet,  or  scene 
such  spectacular  catastrophe  that  our  Utopian 
writers  cdi  settle  down  cam/ombiy  to  planning 
new  fashions  in  asbestos  dothing.  As  to  Mr. 
Wells  himself,  it  wwld  br  difiiculr  to  deride 
whether  he  feds  more  at  heme  when  devising 
sensational  methods  of  putting  the  present  out  of 
its  misery  or  when  assisting  at  the  birth  ol  the 
future,  so  often  has  he  tried  his  hand  at  both 
operations  . . .  But  familiar  as  the  situation  is. 
with  a  detailed  survey  of  the  present  rivftfcarion 
m  ruins  and  rather  less  concrete  suggestions  of 
die  glittering  future,  the  film  no  longer  accepts 
quite  readily  the  premise  of  so  many  Utopians, 
that  the  future  will  he  completely  glorious  if  only 
foe  liner  of  foe  present  can  be  completely 
removed.  For  this  hypothesis  is  also  supported  by 
that  other  desire  of  the  prophets,  the  mysterious 
change  of  heart  which  in  this  insurer  is  very 
mysterious  indeed.  It  appears  that  foe  world  will 
be  saved  by  mechanics,  research  students,  and 
especially  airmen.  Quite  suddenly  foe  airmen  - 
presumably  foe  .same  people  who  caused  so  mu* 
destruction  in  the  second  world  war  —  emerge 


ON  THIS  DAY 

February  21, 1936 


Based  on  H.G.  Welles  book  The  Shape  of 
Dungs  to  Come,  this  remarkable  film  foresaw 
w or.  plague  and  planetary  invasion.  The 
brilliant  music,  still  played  at  concerts,  was 
by  Sir  Arthur  Bliss. 

from  the  ruins  endowed  with  such  wisdom, 
detachment,  and  nobility  as  would  pul  Socrates 
himself  U>  shame. 

Haw  exactly  this  happened  Mr.  VVdis,  of 
course,  does  not  say.  but  one  may  have  a  faint 
suspicion  that  it  was  foe  result  of  an  almost 
mystic  communion  with  machinery.  The  sus¬ 
picion  is  increased  by  foe  bitterness  with  which 
Mr.  Wells  pursues  an  unfortunate  artist  who 
does  nol  care  for  machinery.  In  ba  aL  foe  end  the 
film  almost  becomes  the  vehicle  of  caie  of  those 
private  and  envenomed  quarrels  to  which  artists 
of  different  persuasions  ate  so  often  prone.  But 
Mr.  Wells  does  not  conduct  foe  quarrel  quire 
fairly:  as  an  artist  who  cares  for  machinery, 
which  is  surety  whai  he  is,  he  scores  heavily,  but 
chiefly  by  deriding  all  an.  And  his  artist,  who 


bears  foe  honourable  name  of  Theoiocnputos.  is 
given  more  sms  than  artistic  heresy:  he  is  foolish 
enough  lodislikctire  bahiT  which  foe  young  have 
now  contracted  of  running  into  every  kind  of 
danger,  even  in  sport.  No  dcubi  this  is  intended  — 
il  is  alrrwa  foe  cnly  indication  on  the  film  of  any 
real  concern  with  the  psychological  problems  of 
Utopia  —  as  a  substitute  far  foe  dangers  of  war. 
But  it  is  not  a  substitute  for  the  emotions  of 
hostility,  and  a  rivQisation  m  which  such 
extraordinary  exdtcment  with  rioting,  and 
rtvoiuiiOT.  is  aroused  by  a  single  artist's 
blasphemy  against  machinery  can  hardly  be 
quite  as  pleasant  or  stable  as  h  appears. 

But  the  message  of  Mr.  Wells's  film,  empliatic 
as  it  is.  may  well  pass  unnoticed  at  foe  time  before 
so  imposing,  cnc  might  almost  say  so  beautiful,  a 
spectacle.  The  scenes  of  war  at  the  beginning  are 
really  appalling:  the  ruins  of  a  modem  English 
town  arc  thorough]}’  romantic  in  foe  Roman 
manner  and  the  new  world,  whir  all  its 
machinery  and  vistas  of  glass  and  steel,  is  so 
large  and  glittering,  and  so  obviausty  a  working 
model,  that  one  cannot  imagine  how  it  could  have 
been  dene.  The  most  extraordinary  aeroplanes 
move  over  vast  and  genuine  landscapes,  and  a 
whole  underground  town  is  displayed  whh  no 
ireccof  cardboard  in  maatstrucoffli.  In  fact,  with 
such  a  setting  Mr.  Wells's  story,  however 
doubtful  his  implied  arguments-  may  appear  and 
howrvrr  loose  the  speeches,  cannot  fail  10  carry 
the  spectator  away.  Any  rhetoric  against  such  a 
background  is  superb. 
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THE  TIMES  TODAY 


FRIDAY  FEBRUARY 


NEWS 


Freedom  for  Bridgewater  accused 

■  Three  of  the  four  men  jailed  for  murdering  Carl  Bridgewater 
18  years  ago  are  expected  to  be  freed  today  after  the  emergence 
of  new  evidence  supporting  their  innocence. 

The  men  will  be  brought  from  prison  to  die  Court  of  Appeal, 
where  lawyers  for  the  Crown  wiQ  outline  scientific  evidence 
suggesting  that  the  police  indulged  in  malpractice  to  extract  a 
confession.  The  three  —  the  fourth  died  in  1981 — will  apply  for 
bail  pending  a  foil  hearing.  They  can  then  hope  to  receive  about 
£190,000  compensation  for  their  years  in  jail _ Page  1 

Labour  U-turn  on  child  benefit 

■  Labour  is  preparing  to  back  down  over  its  plan  to  scrap 

child  benefit  for  16  to  18-year-olds  in  another  policy  U-turn.  The 
move  follows  Gordon  Brown's  decision  not  to  impose  a  50p  top 
rate  of  tax  for  those  earning  more  than  £100,000 _ Page  1 


Beijing  tension 

A  mood  of  nervousness  gripped 
Beijing  as  Deng  Xiaoping  “went 
to  meet  Marx'*.  The  tension  was 
exemplified  when  four  young 
Chinese  attempting  to  lay  flowers 
at  the  Martyrs’  Memorial  were 
grabbed  by  police  Pages  1. 12, 13 

Constitutional  clash 

John  Major  and  Tony  Blair  trad¬ 
ed  blows  in  an  electrifying  Com¬ 
mons  clash  that  thrust  the  consti¬ 
tution  into  the  centre  of  the 
general  election  battle.  Pages  L.  8 

Old  Oxford  victory 

Age  triumphed  with  the  help  of 
beau ty  at  Oxford  University 
when  dons  agreed  to  restore  vot¬ 
ing  rights  to  academics  aged  aver 
65 _ Page  1 

Currency  denial 

Tony  Blair  and  Gordon  Brown 
have  delivered  their  firmest  indi¬ 
cations  that  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  would  not  join  a  European 
currency  in  1999 _ Page  2 

Rescuers’  anger 

A  sea  rescue  service  has  criticised 
three  policemen  who  took  a  yacht 
into  notorious  waters  during  the 
storm  on  Wednesday  night  Two 
of  the  men  and  a  teenager 
drowned - Page  3 

Gunman  jailed 

A  disturbed  gun  enthusiast  who 
fantasised  about  a  Hungerford- 
styie  shooting  was  jailed  for  four 
and  a  half  years  for  drugs  and 
firearms  offences _ Page  5 


Screening  risk 

MASS  health  screening  pro¬ 
grammes  may  harm  healthy 
people  while  helping  only  a  few 
who  are  sick,  experts  say.  Page  6 

Verse  purse 

The  Poetry  Society  paid  dearly  for 
suggesting  that  a  publisher  took 
money  to  put  up  with  unpublish¬ 
able  verse.  It  agreed  to  pay 
£58.000  legal  costs - Page  6 

Gallery  funds 

Galleries  throughout  Britain  re¬ 
ceived  their  largest  single  injec¬ 
tion  of  cash  since  the  Museums 
Act  of  1845,  which  decreed  that 
town  councils  could  spend  money 
on  public  collections - Page  9 

Forces  pay  deal 

A  new  pay  and  career  structure 
for  the  three  Armed  Forces,  in¬ 
cluding  a  fairer  deal  for  single 
servicemen  and  women,  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Ministry  of 
Defence _ _ _ _ _ Page  10 

Senna  trial  doubt 

The  trial  in  Italy  of  Frank  Wil¬ 
liams  on  manslaughter  charges 
over  the  death  of  the  motor  racing 
champion  Ayrton  Senna  is  threat¬ 
ened  with  collapse _ Page  11 

Moynihan  outburst 

Daniel  Moynihan.  foe  veteran 
Democrat  senator  and  keeper  of 
his  party’s  conscience,  turned 
against  President  Clinton  de¬ 
manding  an  immediate  indepen¬ 
dent  investigation  of  illegal  cam¬ 
paign  Funds _ Page  14 


John  Howard  steals  Keating’s  clothes 

■  It  is  the  sort  of  ancestral  record  that  Paul  Keating,  the  former 
Australian  Labor  Prime  Minister,  would  almost  have  killed  for 
—  a  forebear  who  was  sent  from  Britain  as  a  convict  His 
successor,  the  conservative  John  Howard,  has  been  told  that 
his  great-grandfather.  Thomas  Barker,  a  lame  shoemakers’s 
boy,  was  shipped  in  1835  for  stealing  dothes - Page  15 


Scaffolding  is  put  around  die  dome  of  the  Com  Exchange,  Manchester,  during  restoration  of  the  city  centre  after  the  IRA  bomb  last  year 


Economy:  The  Confederation  of 
British  Industry  reduced  its  fore¬ 
cast  of  economic  growth  in  Britain, 
blaming  the  strong  pound  for  the 
cut  from  3.1  per  cent  to  28  per  cent 

during  1997 - Page  23 

Receivers  have  been  called  into 
Scottish  Pride,  the  dairy  group 
which  recently  lost  a  contract  to 
supply  Safeway.  Kwik  Save  had 
also  said  that  it  would  end  its 
contract _ Page  24 

Scottish  Amicable  invited  bids  ro 
be  made  for  the  company  by  the 
end  of  February  and  said  it  would 
recommend  which  bid  to  accept  by 

the  middle  of  March - Page  25 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  fell  1.3  to 
4356.1.  Sterling  fell  from  97.6  to  07 J. 
falling  from  $1.6120  to  $1.6112  and 
DM2.7306  to  DM2.7213 —  Page  26 


SPORT 


Football:  Ian  Wright  is  likely  to 
face  a  misconduct  charge  and  Peter 
Schmeichel  may  face  criminal 
charges  after  incidents  in  matches 
between  Arsenal  and  Manchester 
United  _ _ Page  44 

Cricket:  England  bear  New  Zea¬ 
land  by  four  wickets  with  seven 
balls  to  spare,  their  first  win  in  13 
one-day  games  against  Test-play¬ 
ing  nations _ Page  42 

Rugby  union:  England  have  cho¬ 
sen  an  unchanged  ream  for  the 
Five  Nations’  championship  match 
with  France  at  Twickenham  on 
March  1 _ Page  40 

Swimming:  Officials  of  the  inter¬ 
national  governing  body  are 
to  examine  their  “unannounced*’ 
out-of-competition  drug  testing 
rules _ _ Page  44 


Great  British  ait:  Thanks  to  £18 
million  of  Lottery  money  when  its 
modern  collection  moves  to  Bank- 
side  the  Tate  can  go  ahead  with 
plans  for  a  new  Gallery  of  British 

Art  at  Millbank - Page  33 

Ivanov  the  great:  Ralph  Fiennes 
delivers  a  stunning  performance  in 
a  fine  revival  of  Chekhovs  Ivanov 
persuading  Benedict  Nightingale 
that  he  has  underestimated  the 
work _ Page  33 

Free  again:  Paul  Rodgers,  owner  of 
the  voice  that  led  Free  and  Bad 
Company  through  foe  Seventies, 
talks  about  30  years  in  blues-rock 
and  his  album.  Now - Page  34 

Electric  eels:  David  Sinclair’s  al¬ 
bum  of  the  week  is  a  wonderful  lo-fi 
debut  from  Eels,  full  of  dreamy 
chord  sequences - Page  35 


Valerie  Grove  asks  the  questions 
and  Nick  Ross  gives  the  answers  — 
including  why  he  is  leaving  Radio 

4’s  Call  NickRossr - ».P*ge  16 

Tflt  you  drop:  What  sort  of  shopper 
are  you?  The  way  we  shop  reveals 

truths  about  ourselves - Page  17 

Whafs  for  lunch?:  Journalists  in 
war  zones  eat  whatever  is  an  hand. 
Chef  Ross  Burden  has  recreated 
their  experiences - Page  17 
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Swlas  techniques:  A  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  maths,  where  calculators 
are  seen  as  a  hindrance,  is  adding 

up  to  success ... _ _ Page  37 

Wasted  talent  100,000  pupils  in 
Britain  stammer  but  at  last  real 

help  is  at  hand - Page  37 

Student  power:  Higher-education 
votes  should  be  noted _ Page  37 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  CAR  97 
How  to  prevent  a 
loose  dog  in  your  car 
turning  into  an 
unguided  missile 

■  DIRECTORY 
Your  complete  guide 
to  the  weekend, 
including  7-day  TV 
and  radio  listings 


There  is  something  pathetic  in  the 
manner  in  which  Deng  Xiaoping 
has  died.  The  dashing  reformist 
ended  up  in  the  skin  of  an  old  man 
artifically  kept  alive  politically  by  a 
regime  with  practices  from  another 
age.  As  much  as  his  return  to  grace 
in  1977  after  his  eclipse  during  foe 
cu rural  revolution  had  been  imper¬ 
ial.  his  exit  lacked  panache.  The 
iconoclastic  designer  of  “the  social¬ 
ist  econony  of  the  marketplace”, 
would  probably  have  deserved  to 
be  judgixl  more  kindly  if  there  had 
not  been  ...  those  blood-soaked 
days  in  1989  —  Le  Monde 


^rwteiKAanfc 
4»ri  to  our  feathered  friead*»5ifl#- 
jngMmpui  o*a#(86 cMp«4 
ftavfow:  Matthew  Bawd  jure  bade 
to  school  shewn  style 


Lions  and  unlooms  - 

Mr  Btairt  xonstHuticnaJ  propos¬ 
als  are  owtainly  flawed.  But  thert 
are  anomalies  on  the  other  ride 


Jury  Judgment  ^  ; 

The  Hbme  Secretary. Mkhxri  Ho¬ 
ward.  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
Lord  WcnlL  se  not  naivtral  Attest 
but  both  want  to  see  limitations 
placed  on  the  operation  erf  juries 
and  both  are  acting  legitimately  in 
foe  public  interest  . V.  Page  B 

Previous  convteHons  - 

There  are  none  so  noble  iii-Oi  ar 
those  who  can  boast  a  felon  for  a 
forefather _  ...  M.....-P*grl9 


MATTHEW  PARRIS 


son  and  if  mwfical  science  m 
could  have  identified  that  propensf- 
ty  in  foe  embryo,  then  raj  power  oa 
earth  should  have  prohibited  them 
from  terminating  me  u~._Ftage  1 8 
TESSA  BLACKSTONE 
The  Gcrvemmenfs  air-quality  stra¬ 
tegy  sets  ho  targets  for  improve¬ 
ment  until  2005.  Earlier  targeted 
would  have  meant  shifts  in  policy, 
something  this  Government  finds 
even  harder  to  swallow  than  foe 
rest  erf  us  find  pollution  — Page  18 
PHILIP  HOWARD  _ 

Fools  who  grumble  about  foe  con¬ 
stant  electioneering  do  not  realise 
when  they  are  well  off.  For  once 
every  five  years,  the  profcsaonal 
political  dass  has  to  suck  up  to  the 
rest  of  us  and  stop  its  pathetic 
attempts  to  improve  our  way  nf  life, 
ie  reorganise  us  with  unnecessary, 
mischievous,  wicked  or  counter¬ 
productive  legislation. — PfegetS 


Christopher  Driven  former  editor 
of  The  Good  Food  Guide:  Donald 
Stokes,  political  scientist:  Dr  Stan¬ 
ley  firth,  pioneer  in  geriatric 
medicine  — _ _ Pane  21 


Scottish  devolution:  Labour  on  job 
security,  Latin  arid  Greek  A  levels: 
judgment  onBosmanba  by;  mixed- 
race  adoption:  product  placement 
privatised  railways.....,.—.  Page  M 
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Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,408 


lamnaamaaiDLii  a 
0  0  a  a  a  a 
lunanaaiia  aggaaa 
•3  a  a  h  n  as 
laaasna  oannaaafn 
Hanna  a 
Ibsscd  aunaaaanaai 

a  a  m  a  a 
lanaaaaaonn  aiaasii 
G3  a  □  a  a  a 
aaataaaaa  aaaanai 
h  a  a  □  a  a  m 
naaaaia  aamaaaaa] 
an  a  cd  is  ci  3 
ranaca  aaaaHnaaaai 


9  In  verbal  form,  has  gone  over 
page  -  one  page  in  essay  (4,10). 
14  For  legal  protection,  adopt 
Conservative  policy?  (9). 

16  Making  faces  dismal  getting 
bole  in  one  (9). 

18  Secrecy  appropriate  to  Thursday 

(7). 

19  Include  among  a  dozen  kept  in 
box,  in  case  (7). 

22  Bum  grass  on  last  of  bonfire  (5). 
24  Formidable  person,  the  king, 
when  after  game  (5). 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  48 


Latest  Road  and  Weather  conditions 
IM  Weather- AH  regions  033O444  9IO 
IK  Roads  -M  regkms  0330  401  410 
Inside  M25  0330  401  740 


irtii -.ViVai 


0330  401  740 
M25  and  Link  Reads  0330  401  747 

Nedoisd  Motorways  0330  401743 

Continental  Europe  0336401  VIO 

Channel  crossing  0336401  388 

Moioflujj  to  Hcndirowr 

ft  Gttwfc*  airports  0336  407  SOS 

Weather  by  Fax  ftiMMstomas 

DM  0336  Mowed  by  are*  number  (rom  you- fax 
WteOwny  416334  Soutand  416  140 

WMb  416  333  N.WMd  416  141 

MUuidi  416  336  London  416142 

SST  t\tl% 

NEK  416  339  pto,,  416  397 

Metfex  Narine 

UnUntaioe  416  398 

World  City  Weather 

1 53  destinations  world  wide 
6  dvy  f0fi|catt 

by  Phone  did  0336  41 1216 

by  FUx  (index  page)  0336  416333 

Motoring 

Europe  Country  by  Country  0336401  88S 

European  tuel  costs  0336  401  886 

Frendi  MotanwaTs  0336  401  887 

Seaport  Monnation  0336  401  882 

Disneyland  Parts  0336401409 

Le  Shuttle  0336  401  895 


0336  41 1216 
0336  416333 


0336  401  88S 
0336  401  886 
0336  401  887 
0330  401  882 
0336  401  400 
0336  401  895 


AA\  Car  reports  by  fax 


new  and  used  car  reports  from 
dteAA  menu  of  I9S  cars  0336  416  399 
Dai  from  your  fax  handset, 
you  may  hare  to  set  ro  poV  receive  mods 


□CIS  UIG3II3I3EH0S0I 


□  General:  England  and  Wales  will 
be  mainly  cloudy,  although  sunny 
intervals  are  likely  in  foe  east 
Showers  may  affect  western  parts. 
Northern  England  will  have  sunny 
spells  and  scattered  showers.  It  will 
be  windy  again,  but  temperatures 
should  be  above  average. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
start  with  sunny  spells  and  blustery 
showers,  wintry  over  high  ground. 
The  showers  should  become  lighter 
as  rain  approaches  western  Scotland 
later  in  the  evening,  perhaps  pre¬ 
ceded  by  snow  on  hifls.  Gales  in 
exposed  parts.  Temperatures  near 
normal. 

□  London,  S  E  England,  E  Anglia, 
Central  S  England,  E  Midlands.  E 
England,  W  Midlands,  Channel 
Isles,  S  W  England,  Central  N 
England:  sunny  spells  and  scat¬ 
tered  light  showers,  but  dry  by 
evening.  Wind  southwesterly,  fresh  to 
strong.  Max  temp,  11C  (52F). 

□  S  Wales,  N  Wales,  N  W  Eng¬ 
land,  Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man,  S 


W  Scotland,  Glasgow,  N  Ireland: 

showers,  some  heavy,  tending  to  die 
out;  a  few  sunny  intervals.  Wind 
southwesterly,  mostly  strong.  Max 
temp,  IOC  (50F). 

□  N  E  England,  Borders,  Edin¬ 
burgh  &  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Mo¬ 
ray  Firth:  scattered  showers,  but 
most  places  dry  with  sunny  spells. 
Wind  southwesterly,  strong,  ousting 
to  gale.  Max  temp,  7C-9C  (45F-48F). 

□  Central  Highlands,  Argyll,  N  W 
Scotland:  blustery  showers,  mostly 
dying  out,  but  becoming  doudy  later 
with  rain  or  drizzle,  snow  on  hills. 
Wind  west  or  southwest,  strong  to 
gale.  Max  temp,  7C  (45F). 

□  N  E  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shet¬ 
land:  blustery  and,  at  times,  heavy 
showers:  perhaps  some  founder. 
Wind  westerly,  gale  or  severe  gale. 
Max  temp.  6C  (43F). 

□  Outlook  for  tomorrow  and  Sun¬ 
day:  dry  in  foe  southeast,  rain 
spreading  from  northwest  across 
most  parts;  breezy. 
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Changes  to  chart  below  from  noon:  low  E  will  fill  as  it  stays  centred  off  northeast 
Iceland:  low  I  speeds  northeast,  deepening  slowly:  high  A  stays  unchanged 


TODAY 

AM 

KT 

PM 

HT 

TO0AY 

AM 

HT 

PM 

London  Bridge 

01.17 

66 

13.40 

69 

Lett 

0212 

51 

1431 

Aberdeen 

00.54 

39 

13.03 

4.1 

Liverpool 

1051 

8.9 

2309 

Avcmmoutti 

06.43 

125 

19  OB 

126 

LowesoH 

09  24 

23 

21  14 

Belfast 

1033 

34 

23.01 

32 

Margate 

1153 

4.3 

23  57 

Canflff 

0629 

11  G 

1852 

11.7 

MBod  Haven 

OS  47 

84 

1805 

Davenport 

05.17 

52 

1738 

5.1 

Newquay 

04.3Q 

85 

1657 

Dover 

1039 

02 

2255 

6.4 

Oban 

05.19 

37 

17.45 

Dubftn  (N  WalJ 

11.17 

4.0 

3331 

38 

Penzance 

04  10 

52 

1627 

Fotmaulh 

04.48 
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49 

Portland 

06.18 

1  7 

18.47 

Greenock 
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30 

12  04. 
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Portsmouth 

1046 

43 

23  10 

Harwich 

1131 

38 

23.46 

17 

Saoraham 

1049 

58 

2312 

Haiyneaa 

10  00 

54 

22.18 

52 

Southampton 
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45 

22J2 

HUi  f  Albert  D) 

0537 

7.9 

1807 

8.3 

Swansea 

05  48 

90 

18.00 

Rmcarnba 

IE  32 

8.5 

1751 
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Tees 

0315 

48 

1528 
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0603 
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18.08 

6.4 

Walwn-on-N 

1128 

39 
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Sunrises: 
703  am 


Sun  art* 
527  pm 


Moon  oats  Moon  riaaa 
821  am  4.47  pm 


London  5  27  pm  io  7.01  am 
Bristol  538pm  w  7 10  am 
EcSnburgh  530  pm  to  7-22  am 
Manchester  5  31  pm  to  7 13  am 
Penzance  551  pn  to  720  am 
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secton  j  JSB]  economics 

A.-  Janet  Bush  says 

/  |  talk  of  delaying 

TODAY  EMU  is  premature 

■  ■  w  i 

EDUCATION 

Great  stammerers 

today’s  stutterers 

SPORT 

Tufaell  back 
on  front  foot 
for  England 
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could  be  in  line  for  settlement 


^  Father  Charles:  campaigner 

iJC*ST(fc  - 1 - : - 
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BvRob£STMrx£S 

RANKING  CORRESPONDENT 

THOUSANDS  of  Barings  bondhold¬ 
ers  who  lost  £275  mfllkxn  in  liie 
collapse  of the  merchant  bank  could 
be  in  tine  for  a  compensation 
settlement  in  the  coming  months 
As  the  second  anniversary  of  the 
£830  million  crash  approaches,  1NG 
Baring  and  a  number  of  other  parties 
are  looking  far  a  suitable  mechanism 
to  make  compensation  payments. 

Since  INC,  the  Dutch  banking  and 
insurance  combine,  stepped  in  to 
rescue  Barings  pressure  has  been 


for  such  a  swtfcment 
:  Among  the  lasers  were  elderly  tnves-  - 
tors  who  bought  into  one  or  more  of 
die  three  bond  and  loan  note  issues 
because  of  their  high  rates  of  interest 
and  the  life  and  pension  funds,  such 
'  as  Scottish  Arnica bJe  and  Legal  & 
General  • 

Another  loser  was  Downside, 
Britain’s  oldest  Roman  Catholic  pub¬ 
lic  school,  whose  charitable  trust  lost 
£50,000.  Father  Charles,  die  Abbott 
of  Downside,  has  campaigned  tire¬ 
lessly  to  replenish  the  charity's 
coffers. 

The  hugely  complex  negotiations 


towards  the  payment  for  investors 
are  at  a  delicate  stage.  If  any  of  the 
parties  were  to  contest  the  proposed 
payout,  which  will  be  in  cash  rather 
than  fresh  loan  notes  as  had  been 
mooted  earlier,  then  the  payments 
could  be  delayed. 

The  investors  are  split  into  three 
categories:  those  who  invested  in  the 
first  $150  million  note  issued  in  1986, 
fallowed  by  the  second  $150  million 
note  issued  in  1994,  and  the  1994 
Perpetual  Bondholders,  which  in¬ 
clude  Downside  Abbey. 

The  most  fortunate  are  likely  to  be 
the  investors  who  hold  the  1994  notes. 


This  money  awas  lent  on  id  the  one  of 
die  companies  in  the  Barings  securi¬ 
ties  arm  that  is  still  trading  and 
investors  can  expect  to  receive  a  more 
generous  offer,  but  probably  not  the 
toll  amount  invested. 

However,  the  money  handed  over 
by  investors  for  the  1986  issue  and  die 
Perpetual  note  will  nor  fare  so  well 
and  wiB  be  less  titan  50  per  cent  of  the 
original  investment.  The  cash  was 
passed  over  to  companies  within  the 
Barings  empire  that  are  in  the  hands 
of  tiie  administrators.  The  compensa¬ 
tion  pod  in  these  two  cases  will 
consist  of  moneys  recovered  by  the 


administrators  which,  after  the  de¬ 
duction  of  fees  and  expenses,  is  not 
very  large. 

Arty  settlement,  therefore,  will 
depend  primarily  on  the  amounts 
contributed  by  the  parties  being 
pursued  through  the  law  courts. 
These  include  the  brokers  that  issued 
the  notes  —  Cazenove,  BZW,  part  of 
Barclays.  Hoan?  Govett,  pan  of  ABN 
Amro,  the  Dutch  bank,  and  Coopers 
&  Lybrand  and  Delaine  &  Touche, 
auditors  to  the  Barings  group. 

Any  deal,  however,  would  need  to 
be  cleared  by  the  UK  courts  as  “fair 
and  reasonable”. 
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By  Phuip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 
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THE  Confederation  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Industry  has  cut  -its 
forecast  of  economic  growth 
to  reflect  a  weakening  in 
export  orders  because  of  the 
strength  of  the  pound. 

In  its  latest  economic  fore¬ 
cast  published  yesterday,  foe* 
CB1  suggested  that  GDP 
growth  in  the  UK  for  this  year, 
which  if  had  previously  esti¬ 
mated  at  XI  percent,  was  now 
likely  to  be  at  2J8  per  cent, 
specifically  because  of  the 
strength  of  sterling  against 
leading  currencies.  --  . 

Growth  in  1998  is  forecast  at 

2.6  per  cent,  and  though  CBI 
analysts  expect  sterling  to  fall 
back,  they  are  prepared  if 
necessary  to  reduce  their  over¬ 
all  growth  forecast  for  this 
year  by  a  further  OJZ  percent¬ 
age  points  if  the  appreciation 
of  the  poand  continues. 

Sterling's  strength  has  also 
led  to  what  the  CBI  called 
“markedly  weaker"  figures  on 
manufacturing  output,  where 
the  growth  forecast  is  down 
from  14  to  23  per  cent, 
investment  is  down  from  8.1  to 
5.4  per  cent  growth,  and 
export  growth  is  down  from 

4.6  to  3.9  per  cent 

While  underlying  inflation 
is  now  forecast  by  the  CBI  to 
drop  tom  25  to  22  per  cent 
this  year,  it  is  expected  to  rise 
again  by  the  end  of  1998  to  2.7 
per  cent. 
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Windfalls 
‘will  not 
fuel  boom’ 

By  Alasdair  Murray 
and  Robert  Miller 

THE  Government  yester- 
*  day  moved  to  play  down 
%be  potential  Inflationary. 
Impact  of  windfall  pay¬ 
ments  from  the  building 
societies,  arguing  most  of 
the  money  win  be  saved. 

■  In  a  response  to  the 
Treasury ''Select  Committee, 
the  Government  said  that  it 


£ 


billion  in  payouts  to  be 
limited  and  wifliiotcausea. 
consumer  boom -as  some 
economists  have  argped. 

Mortgage  lending  ac¬ 
cording  to  figures  released 
yesterday  by  die  British 
Bankers  Association,  rose 
to  £771  million  in  January, 
some  25  per  bent  higher 
than  the  recent  monthly 
average.  But  the  Building 
Societies  Association  said 
mortgage  approvals  fell  to 
£225  bflUon  from  £2.6  bil¬ 
lion.  Savers  deposited  £1.1 
billion  compared  with 
£634  million  in  December. 

M4,  the  broad  measure  of 

oney  supply,  also  rose  fast 

until  fa  an  annual  rate  of 
9.8  per  cent  in  January 
compared  with  9,6  percent 
in  December.  Personal 
borrowing  fell  to  £366  mfl- 
fion  from  £414  million. 


Kate  Baiter.  CBI  chief  eco¬ 
nomic  adviser,  said:  "While 
the  overall  economic  outlook 
remains  healthy,  there  is  a  less 
robust  projection  for  (he  man¬ 
ufacturing  sector  as  exports 
and  profits  growth  came 
under  pressure.'**  •’ 

While  the  CBl*s  forecast 
includes  an  assumption  of 
interest  rates  rising  by  half  a 
point  hi  the  third  quarter  of 
.  this  year,  and  then  by  the 
same  amount  to  7  per  cent  in 
1998,  the  confederation  insist¬ 
ed  that  tins  was  not  meant  as  a 
policy  recommendation,  and 
said  it  stiU  saw  no  need  for  a 
further  rise  in  rales  now. 

CBI  leaders  said  that  ster¬ 
ling's  appreciation  and  the  as - 
yet  'unclear  strength  of 
consumer  spending  were  the 
main  uncertainties  surround¬ 
ing  its  new  economic  forecast 
While  political  factors  were  an 
-uncertainty  as  foe  election 
drew  dose,  foe  confederation 
said  it  saw  nothing  to  fear 
economically  in  any  change  of 
government 

■  Questioned  specifically 
about  foe  prospects  far  the 
economy  if  a  Labour  govern¬ 
ment  is  elected,  Ms  Baiter 
said:  “There  is  nothing  in 
terms  of  macroeconomic  ou t- 
look  that  would  concern  us  for 
an  JS-roonth  period  *  She  add¬ 
ed,  however,  thattbere  were 
aspects  of  nucroeccmamic  poli¬ 
cy,  such  as  Labour’s  plans  far 
a  minimum  wage,  which  did 
concert)  the  CBI. 

-  The  CBI  said  foe  impact  an 
bjtiushy  of  foe  rise  in  sterling 
was  dear  too  in  evidence  from 
its  latest :  monthly  industrial 
trends  survey:  Export  demand 
•for  manufactured  goods  weak- 
:  ened  this  month,  with  a  net 
balance  of  12  per  cent  of 
companies  repotting  falling 

exports._CDmpared  with  8  per 
cent  in  January. 

Sudhit  Junankar.  CBI  asso¬ 
ciate  -director-  of  economic 
'analysis,  said  the  figures  “can- 
firra  that  mamifacturers’  ex¬ 
ports  are  being-  squeezed  by 
the  upward  march  of  ster¬ 
ling.”  But  -  other  figures 
showed  that  foe  rising  trend  in . 
manufacturers'  price  increase 
expectations  was  now  faffing 
away,  which  fitacOTifederation: 
.  said  pointed  to  a  “promising 
outlook"  -for  output  price 
Inflation-  ' 


Full  bouse:  Andrew  Teare;  chief  executive  of  Rank,  plans  ten  new  Mecca  bingo  halls 


Rank  Group  expansion  to 
create  3,000  jobs  in  leisure 


RANK  GROUP  will  create 
3,000  jobs  in  the  UK  this  year 
as  foe  company  continues  to 
expand  its  diverse  leisure  in¬ 
terests,  ranging  from  the 
Odeon  cinema  chain  to  the 
Hard  Rode  Cafe.  . 

The  biggest  new  develop¬ 
ments  include  a  £25  million 
entertainment  complex  in 
Southampton,  complete  with  a 
multiplex  cinema,  bars,  night- 
dubs  and  a  Grosvenor  casino. 
Rafik  is  also  opening  a  £100 
miffion  Oasis  Forest  Holiday 
Village  in  Penrith,  Cumbria. 

Thecompanys  plans  to  rott- 


.  By  Alasdair  Murray 

can  foe  Hard  Rock  brand  are 
expected  to  begin  next  month, 
with  a  rock  music  show  to  be 
broadcast  on  VH1,  the  US 
music  station.  The  pro¬ 
gramme  has  won  $30  million 
in  sponsorship  from  Pontiac, 
foe  US  car  brand.  Rank, 
which  spent  £300  million  re¬ 
unifying  foe  Hard  Rock  brand 
last  year,  has  also  formed 
Hard  Rock  Records,  which 
wfll  be  launching  compilation 
albums  this  year. 

Rank  also  aims  to  develop 
20  new  Tom  Cobleigh  pubs, 
after  its  £123  million  purchase 


of  the  chain  last  yep,  as  well 
as  ten  new  Mecca  bingo  clubs. 

Details  of  the  expansion 
plans  came  as  Rank  unveiled 
a  fall  in  fall-year  profits,  be¬ 
fore  tax  and  exceptional  items, 
from  £408  million  to  £297 
million  because  of  the  impact 
of  accounting  changes  and  the 
sale  of  parr  erf  its  stake  in  Rank 
Xerox,  foe  photocopier  com¬ 
pany,  But  Rank  shares  rase 
27p  to  442p  after  hints  that  it  is 
buy  back  stares  this  year. 


Pennington,  page  25 
Buyback  hopes,  page  25 


BBC  in  Flextech  pay  TV  link 


THE  BBC  yesterday  approved  m  pnraj 
pie  a  £150  million  joint  venture  with 
Flextech,  the  cable  and  satellite  Tv 
programmer,  to  launch  foe  BBC’s  first 
subscription  channels  later  this  year.  A 


Ml  HIV. 

is  understood  to  be  delayed. 

The  approval  “with  quaMcanomrof 
foe  Ffertecfi-BBC  joint  venture  was  made 
at  foe  BBC  beard  of  governors’  meeting 
and  an  offiaaJ  announcement  is  expected 
before  the  end  of  foe  month.  Feopfe  dose 
to  foe  talks  said  that  BBC  and  Flextech 


By  Eric  reguly  and  Alexandra  Frean 

need  mare  time  to  work  out  some 
relatively  minor  problems.  The  tax  treat¬ 
ment  of  certain  aspects  of  foedeal  is  one  of 
them. 

Flextech,  for  example,  has  to  buy  out 
Pearson  and  Cox  Communications,  foe 
minority  shareholders  of  UK  Gold,  one  of 
the  most  profitable  pay-TV  ctannels,- 
before  it  can  transfer  foe  channel  to  the 
joint  venture. 

It  is  not  known  precisely  why  foe  BBC- 
Discovexy  talks  have  bogged  down.  The 
sheer  size  of  the  deal  —  foe  start-up 
investment  is  $500  million  -  has  made  it 


■ssrar 


more  complicated  than  the  Flextedi 
transaction.  The  BBC  revealed  in  Septem¬ 
ber  that  it  was  in  negotiations  with 
Flextech  and  Discovery  to  launch  the  pay 
channels  on  both  sides  of  foe  Atlantic 
The  BBC-Flextedi  joint  venture  is  to 
launch  eight  channels.  BBC  Showcase, 
BBC  Style.  BBC  One  TV  and  BBC 
Horizon  are  also  to  be  shown  by  British 
Digital  Broadcasting,  the  consortium 
•  formed  by  Carlton,  Granada  and  BSkyB 
to  start  digital  terretrial  transmissions 
next  year.  BSkyB  is  40  per  cent  owned  by 
News  International,  owner  of  The  Times. 


Lloyd’s  claims 
court  victory 
over  dissidents 


By  Adam  Jones 


LLOYD'S  of  London  yester¬ 
day  said  h  had  won  a  signifi¬ 
cant  court  battle  with 
dissident  names  over  sums 
owing  to  foe  society. 

In  what  was  billed  as  a  test 
case  far  1,681  members  who 
refused  to  accept  the  settle¬ 
ment  package,  a  High  Court 
judge  dismissed  challenges  to 
foe  legality  of  the  reconstruc¬ 
tion  and  renewal  plan. 

However,  non-paying  mem¬ 
bers  said  the  decision  was 
irrelevant.  They  said  allega¬ 
tions  of  fraud  could  yet  derail 
attempts  to  collect  the  £466 
million  still  owing. 

Lloyd's  had  applied  for  an 
order  against  two  names, 
Dennis  Leighs  and  David 
Wilkinson,  which  would  con¬ 
firm  that  foe  reconstruction 
was  legally  sound,  removing 
one  obstacle  thrown  up  by 
many  who  refused  to  pay  the 
cost  of  reinsuring  their  old 
liabilities  finally  into  a  new 
body  called  Equhas. 

Mr  Justice  Cobnan  ruled 
that  Mr  Leighs  and  Mr  Wilkin¬ 
son'S  criticisms  of  the  Equitas 
scheme  were  not  “arguable 
defences”  for  non-payment 

Philip  Holden,  the  solicitor 


iting 

“This  judgment  enables 
Lloyd's  to  pursue  all  non¬ 
acceptors  of  the  settlement 
who  have  argued  that  they  are 
not  obliged  to  pay  the  Equitas 
reinsurance- to-dose  premi¬ 
um.  Our  pursuit  will  be  vigor¬ 
ous  and,  by  virtue  of  this 
judgment,  will  be  effective.” 

This  was  angrily  denied  by 
Michael  Freeman,  represent¬ 
ing  Mr  Leighs  and  Mr  Wilkin¬ 
son.  He  said  fraud  allegations 
are  yet  ro  be  resolved:  “Until 
they  get  judgment  on  foe  fraud 
issue,  there’s  no  way  they  can 
extract  a  penny  piece.” 

On  March  17.  Lloyd’s  will 
seek  to  persuade  Mr  Justice 
Colman  that  any  fraud  allega¬ 
tions  will  have  to  be  dealt  with 
after  foe  names  have  paid  their 
Equitas  premiums,  under  a 
"pay  now,  sue  later “  clause. 

The  hearing  involves  look¬ 
ing  at  foe  hypothetical  impli¬ 
cations  of  the  allegations 
being  proved  right,  assessing 
Lloyd's  claim  that  the  pay-first 
system  is  essential. 

In  foe  meantime.  Mr  Hol¬ 
den  said  Lloyd'S  would  be  able 
to  pursue  many  other  debtors 
who  could  not  allege  fraud. 
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Making  tracks 

Rail  track,  the  group  that 
owns  Britain's  railway  tracks 
and  stations,  committed  itself 
to  a  £16  billion  investment 
over  the  next  ten  years.  The 
move  follows  criticism  for 
neglecting  the  rail  system. 
Page  24 

On  the  march 

Primary  Management,  foe 
facilities  management  arm  of 
catering  group  Gardner 
Merchant  has  won  the 
contract  to  manage  non- 
military  operations  at 
Aldershot.  Page  29 
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Norwich 
tops  up 
Tessa 
savers 

By  Marianne  Cukphey 


A  SUFFOLK  schoolteach¬ 
er  who  took  his  building 
society  to  court  for  paying 
uncompetitive  interest  was 
yesterday  "delighted"  that 
it  had  decided  to  reim¬ 
burse  16.000  more  savers. 

Robert  Anthony.  49. 
sued  the  Norwich  and 
Peterborough  after  it  cut 
the  rate  of  his  tax-exempt 
special  savings  account, 
despite  claims  that  it 
would  pay  a  "very  compet¬ 
itive"  rata 

The  society  had  said 
originally  it  believed  it  bad 
"good  grounds"  to  appeal 
against  the  judgment,  but 
had  decided  not  to.  After 
receiving  up  to  100  fetters 
from  other  customers,  it 
decided  to  reimburse 
them.  Martin  Armstrong, 
Norwich  and  Peterbor¬ 
ough  group  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  now  plans  to  pay  up 
to  £2  million  in  compensa¬ 
tion  to  other  savers  who 
opened  similar  Tessas. 

A  member  with  a  ma¬ 
tured  Tessa  opened  in 
early  1992  who  invested 
the  maximum  £9,000  will 
receive  approximately 
£265,  the  same  as  Mr 
Anthony.  Those  who  in¬ 
vested  less  than  the  maxi¬ 
mum.  or  who  opened 
accounts  at  different  times, 
or  whose  accounts  have 
not  yet  matured,  will  be 
paid  similar  sums. 

Mr  Anthony  said:  "It  is 
an  incredible  result.  I  am 
glad  that  other  people 
have  written  in  and  com¬ 
plained.  as  1  did.  It  just 
shows  that  even  if  you  are 
a  small  saver  you  can  get 
results  if  you  are  persis¬ 
tent”  A  Norwich  and  Pe¬ 
terborough  spokeswoman 
said  "At  this  stage;  mem¬ 
bers  who  have,  or  had 
Tessa  Elite  accounts  need 
take  no  action  and  we  will 
be  contacting  them.  The 
society  has  given  careful 
consideration  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  which  does  not  set  a 
precedent  However,  we 
have  derided  to  pay  in  this 
particular  instance  addi¬ 
tional  interest  to  other 
members  with  Tessa  Elite 
accounts  held  in  similar 
circumstances. " 

Mr  Anthony  believes  a 
further  3.000  savers  are 
entitled  to  compensation. 
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Sir  Robert  Horton  yesterday  pledged  to  produce  a  railway  second  to  none  from  the  £4  million  a  day  investment  programme 


Railtrack  plans  £16bn 
investment  programme 


By  Jonathan  Pkynn,  transport  correspondent 


RAILTRACK  yesterday  com¬ 
mitted  itself  to  a  £16  billion 
programme  of  investment  in 
Britain^  railways  over  the 
next  ten  years  —  the  equiva¬ 
lent  to  E4  million  a  day— after 
being  criticised  for  neglecting 
the  system  since  privatisation. 

Sir  Robert  Horton,  chairman 
of  Railtrack.  pledged  himself  to 
producing  a  railway  that  was 
"second  to  none”  as  he  unveiled 
the  company's  ten-year  net¬ 
work  management  system. 

Railtrack  shares  rose  1J  bp  to 
4224  p  yesterday,  a  new  high. 
They  were  offered  at  I90p  to 
private  investors  in  May  1996. 

The  programme  involves 
about  £5.7  billion  being  spent 
an  maintaining  the  network  in 
its  current  condition  and 
about  £10.2  billion  on  up¬ 


grading  and  modernisation. 
The  programme  will  involve 
the  overhaul  of  about  2300  km 
of  rail  and  JJ200  bridges  as 
well  as  showpiece  projects 
such  as  the  £1.5  billion  West 
Coast  Main  Line  upgrade  and 
Che  £600  million  Thameslink 
2000  project. 

More  than  2.000  stations 
will  also  benefit,  with  49  star 
tions  having  more  than  £1  mil¬ 
lion  spent  on  them  and  four — 
Paddington,  Waterloo,  Edin¬ 
burgh  Waver  ley  and  Glasgow 
Central  —  receiving  £25  mil¬ 
lion  or  more  of  investment. 

The  publication  of  the  docu¬ 
ment  comes  after  criticism  of 
the  company’s  early  invest¬ 
ment  record  from  John  Swift, 
the  Rail  Regulator,  who  ac¬ 
cused  it  of  “wholly  unaccept¬ 


able"  levels  of  spending.  Sir 
Robert  conceded  yesterday 
that  "it  has  taken  us  longer 
than  we  expected"  to  get 
investment  programmes  mov¬ 
ing  but  that  toy  the  end  of 
March,  the  company  would 
have  overtaken  the  regulator's 
target  and  by  2001  spent  £1 
billion  more  than  the  regula¬ 
tor's  demands. 

John  Edmonds,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  Railtrack  said  the  station 
repairs  programme  was  on  the 
brink  of  being  launched,  and 
that  there  would  be  “several 
hundred  stations  dad  in  scaf¬ 
folding  very  soon” 

Senior  company  executives 
said  Railtrack  would  be 
spending  between  £900  a  year 
on  renewing  the  railway  infra¬ 
structure  compared  with  be¬ 


tween  £400  million  and  £500 
miflibn  under  British  Rail. 

The  announcement  .  was 
welcomed  by  the  Central  Rail 
Users'  Consultative  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  main  passenger  watch¬ 
dog.  but  attacked  by  unions 
and  Save  Our  Railways,  the 
rail  lobby  group,  as  "a  sham” 

Jimmy  Knapp,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the.RMT  rail  workers’ 
union,  said  Rail  track’s  plans 
fell  far  short  of  the  figures 
needed  to  clear  the  back-log  of 
spending-  Andrew  Smith,  the 
Shadow  Transport  Secretary, 
urged  the  Rail  Regulator,  to  go 
through  the  proposals  with  "a 
fine  tooth  comb  to  make  sure 
Railtrack  deliver  on  their  in¬ 
vestment  promises” 
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US  court 
notice 
lifts  GKN 

SHARES  of  GKN  recovered 
22p  to  935b p  yesterday  after 
the  UK  automotive  compo¬ 
nents  manufacturer  said  there 
may  be  a  significant  reduction 
in  the  $347  million  damages 
awarded  against  the  company 
by  a  North  Carolina  juiy. 

GKN  said  the  US  District 
Court  in  Charlotte,  North  Car¬ 
olina.  has  issued  a  notice 
ranee  ming  the  likely  nature  of 
its  resolution  of  certain  matters 
in  the  so-called  Meineke  case 
that  may  lead  to  a  reduction  of 
30  per  cent  in  damages. 

Last  December  a  jury  award¬ 
ed  $347  million  in  damages 
against  GKN  for  allegedly  de¬ 
frauding  franchise  operators  of 
its  Meineke  discount  mufflers. 
Lost  week  it  was  reported  that 
lawyers  have  filed  for  compen¬ 
sation  of  $740  million.  The 
parties  have  been  directed  by 
the  court  to  agree  a  formula  for 
allocating  the  damages.  GKN 
said  the  outcome  would  not 
affect  the  1996  dividend. 


Shepperton  owners  put 
flotation  in  their  script 


By  Alexandra  Frean 

MEDIA  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  historic  Shepperton  film 
studios,  which  became  the 
home  of  British  comedy  films 
in  the  Fifties  and  Sixties,  will 
be  floated  on  the  stock  market 
within  the  next  two  years. 

Ridley  Scott,  who  bought 
the  studios  with  his  brother. 
Tony,  for  £12  million,  said 
that  the  company  would  be 
ready  for  flotation  "in  a 
couple  of  years  or  slightly 
under  a  couple  of  years" 

A  spokesman  for  the  Brit¬ 
ish-born  brothers,  who  are 
among  the  world's  leading 
film  directors,  confirmed  that 
the  studio  would  be  floated, 
but  would  give  no  other 
details. 

The  flirtation  would  make 
the  65-year-old  studios,  recent¬ 
ly  used  for  productions  of 
Sense  and  Sensibility  and  10 I 
Doimotions,  die  only  major 
studio  in  Britain  to  operate  as 


Ridley  Scott:  investment 

a  public  company.  The  broth¬ 
ers  have  invested  an  estimat¬ 
ed  £8  million  in  the  studios, 
adding  stages,  offices  and 
land. 

They  have  also  acquired  20 
acres  of  land  next  to  the  she 
for  the  construction  of  exterior 
sets,  according  to  the  The 
Hollywood  Reporter,  the  film 


industry  magazine.  It  is  un¬ 
derstood  that  they  now  plan  to 
invest  nearly  £6  million  more 
on  post-production  facilities 
by  the  end  of  this  year. 

The  investment  is  in  line 
with  their  staled  aim  when 
they  bought  the  studios  in 
September  1994  of  making 
Shepperton  one  of  the  leading 
post-production  centres  In 
Europe. 

In  1996,  Shepperton  made 
an  operating  profit  of  £2.9 
million  on  revenues  of  £>1.2 
million.  The  studios  are  also 
used  for  commercials  and 
television  shows. 

More  than  .600  feature 
films,  including  Four  Wed¬ 
dings  and  a  Funeral,  have 
been  made  at  Shepperton. 
west  of  London.  Working 
Tide's  The  Borrowers  has  just 
finished  filming  there.  A  film 
version  of  the  classic  tele¬ 
vision  series  Last  in  Space 
will  go  into  production  next 
month. 


Receivers 
called  in 
at  Scottish 
Pride 

Bv  Sarah  Cunningham 

SCOTTISH  PRIDE,  the  milk 
processing  company  spun  off 
from  the  Scottish  M2k  Mar¬ 
keting  Board,  was  put -into 
reedviership  yesterday  owing 
around  £30  mOtkm. 

,  Blair  Nimmo.  the  receiver,  of 
KPMG,  said  the  company, 
which  employs  nearly.  800 
people  and  is  80  percent  owned 
by  Scottish  dairy  fanners,  had 
been  affected  fay  the  loss  of  two 
contracts  with  foe  Kwik  Save 
arid  5afeway  supermarkets: 

The  intention  is  to  trade  the 
business  on  and  sefl  it  as  a 
going  concern."  Mr  Nimmo 
said.  Staff  will  all  be  paid  this 
month  and  he  bope£  to  keep 
any  job  cuts  to  a  minimum.  - 
Long  delays  in  - talks  with 
Robert  Wiseman  Dairies,  a 
would-be  buyer  _  of  Scottish 
Pride’s  fresh  milk  business, 
because  of  disagreements  aver 
conditions  laid  down  fay  the 
Office -xf  Barr  Trading,  added 
to  the  group’s  troubles.  , 
Shares  m  Scottish  Pride, 
which  has  struggled  in  diffi¬ 
cult,  market  conditions  since 
its  spin-off  in  - 1994,  were 
suspended  on  the  Alternative 
-Investment  Market  yesterday 
at  42H>p.  Its  two  trading 
companies  have  been  put- into . 
reoervership.  while  the  hold¬ 
ing  company  is  unaffected  but 
has  almost  no  assets. 

Wiseman,  whose  offer  to 
buy  Scottish  Pride’s  fresh  haflk 
business  was  referred  to  the 
Monopolies  and-  Mergers 
Commission  last  year,  said 
that,  despite  two  months  of 
talks  with  the  Office  of  Fair 
Trading,  they  had  not  been 
able  to  agree  a  compromise 
over  the  demand  that  the 
company  regularly  supplies 
its  prices  to  the  OFT  for 
possible  publication.  “It  would 
be  too  rammerdaily  sensi¬ 
tive,"  said  William  Keane, 
Wiseman’S  finance  director. 
However,  he  hoped  that  a 
compromise  could  be  reached 
and  that  the  acquisition  could 
be  completed. 
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MP  and  Halifax  in 

exchange  over  Bill 

DOUGLAS  FRENCH,  the  campaipiing  MP  Mri 
diairman  of  the  aH-party  Commons  Bonding  Soagy 

and  the  disabled,  whose  accounts  are  held  in  trust,  to 
■  receive  ex-firatia  bonus  payments  on  conversion.  In  a  curt 
CTchangm  of  letters  yesterday  MrFrench  saidthe  society 
could  issue  an  ^maznhiguous"  statement  of  intent  to 
follow  the  spirit  of  his  Bill  ...  *  , 

The  Halifax  said  if  had  received  legal  advice  that  sueb  a 
move  would  mean  recalling  and  re-issuing  the  transfer 
documents  and  lead  to  a  delay  of  at  least  a  year.  The 
society  added  that  to  alter  the  bonus  system  now,  as  Mr 
French  proposed,  oodld  mean  lower  payouts  than  the 
proposed  average  of  £1,300. 

Factors  bought  by  FNB 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  (FNB),  Abbey  National's  finance 
house  subsidiaiy,  has  bought  County  Factors  of  Poole,  its 
third  acquisition  since  May  last  year.  County  provides 
factoring  and  invoice  discounting  services  -to  small  com¬ 
panies.  It  has  £2  million  in  assets,  and  in  foe  last  financial 
year  saw  pre-tax  profits  rise  20  per  cent  to  E646JJG0.  FNB 
would  not  disclose  how  much  it  had  paid.  Last  year  it  entered 
the-  car  finance  market  with  the  acquisitions  of  the  Wagon 
Finance  Group  and  Etthon  Holdings. 

Easynet  loss  grows 

EASYNET,  the  Internet  service  group  that  raised  £26  million  in 
its  AIM  flotation  in  March,  phinged  deeper  into  the  red  with 
1996  losses  of  £971,000  before  tax,  compared  with  £107,500  in  foe 
previous  year.  Acquisition:  of  Pavilion  Internet  and  UK  Online 
amj  expansion,  into  France  caused  a  fourfold  increase  in  admin¬ 
istrative  expenses  to  £27  million,  matched  by  a  400 per  cent  rise 
in  the  number  of  customers  to  17,000:  Losses  were  634p  a  share 
(28p  loss).  The  shares,  rising  since  the  signing  an  Internet  deal 
with  Microsoft  in  September,  improved  a  further  4p  to  66^  p. 

German  rates  frozen 

THE  Bundesbank  yesterday'  left  German  interest  rates 
unchanged  unsurprising  news  after  the  central  bank  said  M3 
money  supply  had  grown  strongly  in  January  and  foe  highly 
regarded  IK)  economics  institute  showed  business  confidence 
rising.  The  discount  rate  was  left  at  25  per  cent  after  the  bank's 
regular  fortmghtfy  council  meeting  and  foe  Lombard  rate  was 
unchanged  at  4.5  per  cent  The  key  repurchase  rate  was  Wt  at  3 
per  cent  M3  money  supply  grew  at  an  annualised  11.7  per  cent, 
faster  titan  expected.  Economic  View,  Page  27. 

Ramsdens  raises  cash 

HARRY  RAMSDENS.  the  fish  and  chip  shop  chain,  has 
raised  £1-5  zmUton  via.  a  share  placing  to  fund  expansion.  The 
company  expects  to  open  ten  restaurants  tins  year,  expanding 
the  existing  chain  of  21  outlets  in  Britain  and  overseas.  The 
placing  coincides  with  tine  opening  of  the  company’s 
restaurant  in  Singapore  and  its  second  m  Dublin.  The  shares 
were  placed  with  institutional  investors  at  344p  each. 
Existing  shares  rose  2**p  to  347*ap. 

Pension  progress  slow 

MORE  than  £80  zniflionin  compensation  and  costs  has  been 
offered  to  more  than  10,000  people  who  have  been  mis-sokl 
personal  pensions,  according  to  figures  from  the  Personal 
Investment  Antiiority,  tire  regulator.  This  still  means  that  more 
foan  550,000  victims  of  mis-sellina  are  yet  to  be  compensated. 
The  total  compensation  and  costs  tell  could  top  £4  billion.  The 
PIA  hoped  that  changes  in  the  review  process  announced  at 
the  end  of  tost  year  would  begin  to  speed  up  the  process. 

Accounts  win  awards 

THE  1997  annual  awards  for.  published  reports  and  accounts 
have  been  won  by  Kingfisher,  foe  retailing  group,  and 
Hodder  Headline,  publishers.  Their  accounts  were  praised 
by  the  judges  as  examples  of  best  practice  in  corporate 
reporting.  But  the  overall  state  ot corporate  reporting  in  the 
UK  was  criticised  by  Nigd  Macdonald,  the  Ernst  &  Young 
partner  who  chaired  the  judging  panel  He  complained  of 
frequent  “unsubstantiated  optimism  and  flannel". 

Chiquita  $50m  in  red 

CHIQUTTA  Brands  International,  hurt  by  the  oases  of  flood 
damage  to  its  Central  American  banana  plantations,  lost 
$87-5  million  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1996,  nearly  double  the 
company's  $46.8  million  loss  in  the  last  quarter  of  1995.  The 
net  loss  for  all  of  1996  was  $50.6  million,  compared  with  a 
profit  of  $9.2  million  for  19%.  The  19%  results  included 
fourth-quarter  costs  of  $583  million  for  flooding  in 
Guatemala  and  Honduras. 


Do  you  want  to  create  3  big  impression  with  your  customers? 
You  can  with  a  BT  Freefone  0800  number.  And  tor  a  Med 
period,  you  can  try  out  a  BT  Freefone  number  for  iiist  three 


BT  Freefone  0800 


FregfeutoaOQ  800  955  fi-mAwarKsn^^/^ax.la^/.btcauk. 


months.  Wfrais  more,  we  have  extended  our  free  connection 
otter  until  March  8th;  Oa^BTBusinosscmmectkms  now  on 
Freefone  0800  SCO  800/  •  ' 
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□  Brown  at  the  EMU  Olympics  □  Rank  brings  the  curtain  down  □  Scottish  Amicable  ignores  its  true  owners 


□  GORDON  BROWN  yesterday 
save  a  firm  commitment  on  any 
“rture  Labour  government's  pot- 
Ky  on  British  membership  of  the 
fc^ropean  Monetary  Union. 

There,  that  should  have  set  a 
tew  hearts  beating  faster  at 
Labour  Central  Office.  Mr 
Brown  did  nofhirocrf  thekind.  of 
9ourse-  A  tangible  commitment 
fs  not  the  right  move  at  this  stage 

in  the  electoral  game,  on  any 
subject  What  Mr  Brown  accom¬ 
plished  was  yet  another  Ofym- 
mc-leva  performance  in  political 
fence-sitting. 

fn  a  speech  in  Washington  he 
listed  the  conditions  labour 
would  look  at  before  deciding  if 
Britain  should  join  EMU.  Half 
nulitate  against  such  a  move, 
half  seem  to  encourage  it  As 
wuh  Labour's  views  on  a  wind¬ 
fall  tax  on.  utilities,  die  eventual 
policy  can  therefore  be  justified 
whichever  way  it  goes. 

If  all  are  applied,  the  five 
economic  conditions  would  seem 
to  suggest  the  1999  target  date  for 
joining  EMU  will  not  be  met 
inis  plays  well  with  the  prevail¬ 
ing  political  climate,  and  the 
practicalities.  Anyone  who  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  main  players  are 
all  in  any  fit  state  to  hit  this 
deadline  is  living  in  another 
economic  •  galaxy.  Germany 
should,  Italy  won’t,  far  example. 
The  irony  is  that  the  public  sector 
borrowing  figures  on  Tuesday 
suggest  mat  Britain  may  have 


firmlv 


less  difficulty  than  roost  Let -us 
list  Labour's  fiv^part  test  Mem¬ 
bers  of  EMU  should  ideally  ,  not 
be  at  different  stages  in  the 
economic  cycle.  This  is  an 
mem  against  EMU,  ihihat:. 
always  are;  one  of  the  stronf 
arguments  against  union  is 
it  prevents  interest  rates  and 
other  economic  levers  being  set 
at  different  levels  across -the 
community  in  response  to  local 
conditions. 

Labour’s  second  test  relates  to 
this.  There  must  be  enough 
flexibility  to  respond  to  any 
economic  problems  that  arise. 
Logically,  another  anti. 

Britain  would  have  to  be 
certain  that  employment  here 
would  not  softer.  Set  aside  the 
social  chapter  fjer  a  secondhand: 
•higher  business  costs,  and  ortho¬ 
dox  arguments  on  EMU  suggest 
that  British  jobs  would  be  lost  if 
we  stay  out — 25  million  at  risk, 
according  to  the  CBI.  a  pro. 
therefore.  There  would  likewise 
have  to  be  no  negative  impact  cm 
inward  investment  —  another 
pro,  in  that  a  Britain  outside 
should  be  less  attractive  to  Far 
East  or  American  manufacturers 
looking  to  sell  within  Europe. 


Except  that  both  those  last  two 
tests  can  be  argued  the  other 
way  .The  social  chapter  might 
put  jobs  at  risk,  while  it  might 
equally  repel  outside  investors. 

Labour’s  fifth  test  is  equally 
two-headed.  There  must  be  no 
damage  to  the  British  financial 
services  industry.  You  can  argue 
that  if  we  do  not  join,  business 
wffl  shift  from  the  City  to 
Frankfurt  or  wherever.  Or  you 
could  say  that  a  Qty  positioned 
offshore  from  monetary  union 
.would  be  ideally  placed  as  a  eo- 
between  with  the  outside  world. 
It  could  cut  both  ways;  nobody 
realty  knows.  As  ever  with  EMU, : 

nobody  really  knows. 

Gong  with 
the  wind 

□  ANOTHER  famous  image 
from  Britain’s  film  history  heads 
for  tbe  dustbin.  The  figure  that 
strikes  the  Rank  gong  —  first 
played  by  Bombardier  Billy* 
Wells  in  1935  ~  was  created  in  a 
more  innocent  age  to  represent 
tiie  melding  of  sound  with  a 
"perfect  physical  specimen”.  like 
ocher  rats  of  Rank’s  back-cat¬ 
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alogue,  such  as  tbe  Cany  On 
films,  the  dear  old  Bombardier 
seems  to  have  had  its  day. 

But  Rank’s  decision  to  pull  out 
of  films  wais  announced  on  the 
same  day  that  Ridley  and  Tony 
Scott,  the  film  director  brothers 
behind  hits  such  as  Blade  Run¬ 
ner  and  Top  Gun,  said  they  were 
preparing  to  float  the  Shepper- 
ton  film  studios  that  they  bought 
two  years  ago.  The  Oscar  nomi¬ 
nations;  meanwhile,  point  to 
continuing  British  critical  suc¬ 
cess,  while  Polygram  is  printing 
that  non-Hollywood  studios  can 
make  money. 

Tbe  British  film  industry  is  in 
one  of  its  regular  periods  of 
revival.  Tbe  independent  sector 
led  by  production  companies 
such  as  Working  Title  and 


Revolution  are  proving  that  the 
British  can  make  films  that  are 
successful  internationally  an  a 
budget  that  in  Hollywood  would 
hardy  pay  for  the  key  grip. 

Rank  is  pulling  out  of  films 
because  companies  such  as  First 
Leisure  and  Carlton  are  hinting 
that  they  may  be  prepared  to 
take  the  medium  seriously  and 
buy  the  business.  The  revival  of 
the  multiplex,  the  continuing 
popularity  of  videos  and  the 
proKferaiwn  of  television  chan¬ 
nels  has  actually  increased  the 
number  of  outlets  desperate  for 
decent  movies. 

Any  buyer  win.  however,  still 
have  to  convince  a  deeply  scep¬ 
tical  City  that  has  lost  money 
before.  Rank  pulled  out  because, 
as  Andrew  Teare.  chief  executive, 
says,  he  cannot  justify  risking 
shareholders’  money. 

This  mentality  pervades  foe 
institutions,  which  do  not  under¬ 
stand  film-making  with  its  com¬ 
plex  cross-funding  and  lame  risk 
element.  Shareholders  prefer  the 
bums-on-seacs  approach  that 
epitomises  the  rest  of  Rank’s 
businesses.  But  Rank’s  multi¬ 
plexes  still  need  blockbusters  to 
pull  in  punters.  Perhaps  a  more 


daring  man  might  have  been 
able  to  persuade  its  shareholders 
that  a  revived  Rank  film  busi¬ 
ness  could  help  plug  the  gap. 

A  question 
of  trust 

□  THE  trouble  with  stuffing 
wish-lists  to  Father  Christmas 

X’le  chimney  is  that  the  people 
actually  pay  for  your 
presents  may  not  be  able  to 
afford  them  all,  Scottish 
Amicable’s  statement  of  prin¬ 
ciples  to  be  used  to  identify  the 
best  bid  should  be  equally  irrele¬ 
vant  It  should  be  up  to  the 
potential  bidders,  the  Abbey 
National,  GE  Capital,  the 
Prudential  and  whoever  else,  to 
decide  whar  they  can  afford. 

Die  danger  with  ScotAnVS  14- 
potnt  list  of  conditions  is  that  it 
may  obscure  the  real  deciding 
factor,  price.  Admittedly,  tbe 
price  offered  and  the  impact  on 
the  with-profit  fond  are  nigh  up 
the  list.  But  the  insurer’s  insis¬ 
tence  on  deriding  which  bid  trill 
succeed  in  a  huddle  with  advis¬ 
ers  means  that  the  people  who 
own  the  business,  the  with-profit 


policyholders,  will  not  be  con¬ 
sulted,  but.  instead,  presented 
with  a  fair  accompli. 

ScotAm  has  always  seemed  to 
take  the  view  that  its  ownership 
is  a  matter  too  arcane  and  too 
difficult  to  be  left  to  the  owners. 
This  explains  the  palpable  sense 
of  shock  when  the  management’s 
earlier,  and  with  hindsight 
wholly  inadequate,  proposals 
were  blown  out  of  foe  water  by 
the  Abbey. 

It  is  only  in  the  strange  world 
of  mutual  insurers,  controlled  by 
trustees  on  behalf  of  foe  mem- 
bos,  that  such  a  state  of  affairs 
could  oast.  The  arguments  in 
favour  of  demutualisation  are  a 
tang  way  from  overwhelming, 
but  the  stance  being  taken  tty 
ScotAm’s  managers  provides 
one  of  foe  strongest 

Deng’s  legacy 

□  THE  reaction  in  the  Far  East 

ustrates  foe  first  ntSe  ofmarket- 
watdiing,  which  is  that  forecast¬ 
ers  always  get  it  wrong.  Die  Last 
Emperor’s  death  would  send 
shares  tumbling  like  skittles,  we 
were  told.  So  tbe  wise  money  on 
such  volatile  markets  sold  well 
ahead  of  the  event  His  death 
was  therefore  a  non-event  and 
indeed  a  buying  opportunity  be¬ 
cause  foe  uncertainty  was  lifted. 
Did  anyone  really  think  the  im¬ 
mortal  leader  would  live  forever? 


IMI  set 
to  shed 
670  jobs 

Bv  Oliver  august.  -  . 

IMI.  tbe  international  en¬ 
gineering  group,  is  set  to 
shed  670  jobs  at  Its  York¬ 
shire  Alloys  subsidiary, 
which  faces  closure  after 
growing  losses. 

Consultations  with 
unions  are  under  way  but 
workers  in  Leeds  and 
SandweU,  West  Midlands; 
could  find  tbemeselves  on 
the  dole  within  90  days. 

BanyPointon.  executive 
director,  said:  “We-  are 
obviously  mindful  of  how 
the  people  in  these  local¬ 
ities  will  be  affected  by  the 
closures.  We  will  be  trying 
to  find  alternative  employe 
meat  within  the  group  to 
the  extent  that  it  is 
practicable.” 

IMI  investigated  foe  po¬ 
tential  -for  restittctargqp 
and  tried  to  sell  Yorkshire 
Alloys  but  failed.  Mr 
Pointon  said:  “We  have 
looked  at  all  other  possibil¬ 
ities,  but  nnfnttimatrfy 

nothing  came  about” 

IMI  said,  foe  company 
had  experienced  difficult 
trading  conditions  and  lost 
£19  nnUkm  over  foe  past 
five  years. 

Costs  from  foe  closure 
were  expected  to  be 
around  £25  million,  which 
will  be  included  as  an 
exceptional  item  in  foe 
results  for  the  year  to 
December  31,  due  to  be 
published  on  March  10. 


Rank  shares 

on 


hopes  of 


By  Alasdar  Murray. 


THE  PROSPECT  of  a  farther 
share  buy-baric  and  optimism 
over  the  coining  year  helped 
Rank  Group  reverse  a  long 
decline  in  its  share  price  (See 
Pennington,  this  page). 

Shares  in  the  leisure  com¬ 
pany  jumped  27p  to  442p  after 
Rank1  strongly  hinted  it  would 
use  part  of  the  proceeds  from 
the  saleof  its  20  per  cent  stake 
in  Rank  Xerox- to  fund  a 
.second  share.  bny*ack^ 

Rank  has  already  said  it  will 
ask  far  permission  to  buy  back 
up  to. 10  per  cent  of  its  shares, 
valued  at  £360  million,  at  its 
annual  meeting  in  April. 

Andrew  Tears,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  foe  company  would 
look  at  the  buy-back  option 
again  when  it  had  completed 
foe  sale  of  foe  stake,  which  is 
ejected  to  raise  up  to  £1  bfl- 


Ikn!  He  added  that  Rank  had 
resolved  most  of  foe  tax  prob¬ 
lems  surrounding  the  sale  and 
would  begin  discussions  with 
Xerox  over  a  buyout  soon. 

Rank  also  confirmed,  that  it 
is  putting  its  film  distribution 
unit  up  for  sale,  adding  that  it 
had  received  several  exp  res- 
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crime 


TWO  of  Britain's  leading  crime novelists,  Minette  Walters 
and  Colin  Dexter,  wQl  discuss  foe  art  irf  crime  writing  at  a 
Times /DiDons  Forum  at  730pm  oar  Tuesday.  March  A,  at 
the  Institute  of  Education.  London  WC1. The  audience  wifl. 
ai  m  have  a  chance  to  question  foe  authors. 

Dexter's  buries  are  wuridiride  bestsellers  and  bis 
Inspector  Morse  television  series  topped  foe  ratings  with 
18  miffioa  viewers.  Minette  Waltere  has  also  bad  tdeyiskm 
success  with The  Sculptress,  which  will  be  followed  in 
May  by  The  Ice  House. 

The  admission  price  includes  £Z  off  foe  price  of Walters's 
new  novel  The  Echo  (£16.99)  and  £1  off  Dexters  Death  a 
Now  My  Neighbour  (19.9%  both  published  by  Macnti&ao. 
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sions  of  interest.  Die  unit  is 
valued  at  about  £75  million. 

Rank  unveQed  a  fall  in 
profits,  before  tax  and  excep¬ 
tional  nans,  from  £408  mil¬ 
lion  to  E297  million.  The 
results  were  complicated  by  a 
change  in  accounting  proce¬ 
dures  and  the  sale  erf  part  of  its 
stake  in  Rank  Xerox. 

.  On  a  like-for-Uke  basis. 
profits  increased  by  6  percent 
Exceptional  -charges  totalled 
£232  mfilibn  because  of  re¬ 
structuring  costs  and  write¬ 
downs  on  the  sale  of 
businesses.  Overall  turnover 
rose  9  per  cent  to  £2.1  billion. 

Die  company  said  it  was 
looking  to  open  ten  Hard  Rock 
Cafe  sites  this  year,  haring 
completed  foe  unification  of  foe 
brand  for  £300  million.  Die 
restaurant  chain  increased 
profits  by  12  per  cent  to  £46 
million  with  foe  new  cafes 
adding  £8  million  to  profits. 

The  leisure  division  lifted 
profits  by  10  per  rent  to  £92 
million,  buojted  by  a  good 
performance  from  its  Mecca 
tango  dubs.  Rank  said  admis¬ 
sions  at  the  clubs  rose  by  10 
per  cent  in  foe  second  half 
with  operating  profits  also 
rising  sharply. 

Odeon  cinemas  had  a 
record  year,  boosted  by  hits 
such  as  Toy  Story  and  Inde¬ 
pendence  Day  and  the  Tbm 
Gobleigh  pub  chain,  bought 
last  year,  performed  well. 

The  film  and  entertainment 
services  division  increased 
profits  by  24  per  cent  to  £86 
million.  But  profits  in  foe 
holiday  division  slipped  from 
£67  million  to  £66  million. 

Tbe  company's  share  of 
profits  from  Universal  City, 
foe  US  theme  park,  rose  to  £14 
million-  Rank  also  received 
£49  million  in  gross  dividends 
from  Rank  Xerox,  against  £SS 
million  last  year..  ■  • 

Die  total  dividend  rises  8 
per  rent  to  I7p.  A  final  of  12p  is 
payable  on  April  23. 


Sir  Gordon  B  ronton,  chairman  of  Verily,  left,  and  Farad  Azrma.  chief  executive 


ScotAm  sets  a 
bid  timetable 


By  Anne  Ashworth 


SCOTTISH  AMICABLE,  the 
beleaguered  mutual  insurer, 
declined  yesterday  to  comment 
on  rumours  that  it  is  in  talks 
with  GE  Capital  Services,  over 
a  passible  capital  injection. 
Sandy  Stewart.  Scottish  Amic¬ 
able's  chairman,  remained 
rightlipped  over  this  latest  dev¬ 
elopment  in  the  complex  strug¬ 
gle  for  control  of  foe  company 
(see  Pennington,  this  page). 

GE  Capital,  a  subsidiary  of 
the  American  industrial  giant 
General  Electric,  also  declined 
to  comment  on  foe  speculation. 
GE  Capital  provides  finance 
for  companies  in  foe  aircraft, 
auto  and  property  businesses. 

A  joint  venture  with  GE 
Capital  would  resemble  the 
original  demutualisation  pro¬ 
posals  put  forward  by  Scottish 
Amicable.  These  relied  on 
"substantial  financial  backing" 
from  Swiss  Re.  the  reinsurance 
group,  and  its  affiliate 


Securitas  Capital.  This  much- 
critirised  plan  was  shelved 
when  both  the  Abbey  National 
and  the  Prudential  launched 
takeover  bids.  They  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  six  other  companies, 
including  AMP.  foe  Austra¬ 
lian  insurance  company,  and 
Earns,  a  Dutch  insurer. 

Yesterday  Scottish  Amica¬ 
ble  said  the  outcome  of  discus¬ 
sions  would  be  known  by  mid- 
March.  and  aU  bidders  must 
table  firm  proposals  by  Febru¬ 
ary  28.  The  board  will  recom¬ 
mend  one  offer  to  foe  l.l  mil¬ 
lion  with-profit  policyholders 
who  awn  the  company.  The 
board  detailed  14  criteria  by 
which  it  will  judge  bids. 

Mr  Stewart  said  he  was  op¬ 
posed  to  the  independent  rev¬ 
iew  of  all  bids  requested  by 
Scam,  the  Scottish  Amicable 
policyholder  pressure  group. 
“Such  a  review  would  usurp 
the  role  of  the  board.” 


Verity  plans 
new  speaker 
venture 

By  Sarah  Cunningham 

VERITY,  the  loudspeaker  mak¬ 
er,  is  aiming  to  raise  £865 
million  through  an  open  offer  to 
pay  off  debts  and  fond  produc¬ 
tion  of  flat-panel  hi-fi  speakers 
using  its  N5CT  technology. 

It  has  signed  up  NEC,  foe 
Japanese  electronics  com¬ 
pany,  as  foe  first  NXT  licence 
holder  and  reached  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  Sir  Norman  Fos¬ 
ter's  architectural  and  design 
practice  to  collaborate  on  the 
technology's  possible  applica¬ 
tions  in  buildings. 

Some  of  the  money  raised 
wffl  go  to  Mission,  the  Verity 
subsidiary,  so  that  it  can 
produce  foe  first  NXT  flat  hi-fi 
speakers.  Farad  Arima.  chief 
executive,  said  be  was  in 
Licensing  talks  with  more  than 
20  other  companies. 

The  switching  of  resources 
to  NXT  was  chiefly  responsi¬ 
ble  for  a  pretax  loss  of  £1.03 
million  (£154  miffioa  profit) 
tn  tbe  six  months  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31.  The  interim  loss  per 
share  is  (L6p  (03p  eps).  The 
company  is  not  paying  an 
interim  dividend. 


Extra  tests  delay 
eczema  treatment 


ByPaulDurman 


PHYTOPHARM,  a  company 
frying  to  develop  medicines 
based  on  traditional  herbal 
remedies,  suffered  a  setback 
yesterday  when  it  revealed 
foat  UK  regulators  want  more 
information  before  they  are 
prepared  to  approve  its  most 
promising  product 
The  stance  taken  fay  the 
UK’s  Medicines  Control 
Agency  will  delay  the  launch 
of  Zemaphyte.  a  treatment  for 
severe  eczema,  fay  18  months 
or  more.  Phytophanu  said 
that  it  will  now  be  tbe  last 
quarter  of  1998  before  ft  has 
the  results  of  the  additional 
tests  demanded  fay  the  MCA. 

Shares  in  Pfaytbphann  fell 
fay  23p  to  185  Vp»  cutting  its 
market  value  fay  £7  minion  to 
about  £57  mfflion. 

Richard  Dixey,  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  chief  executive,  said  foe 
news  was  a  positive  develop- 


X 


moot,  in  spite  of  the  defay.Dr 
Dixey  said  he  was  “absolutely 
confident  that  this  is  not  a 
long  farewell"  —  that  foe 
MCA  remains  genuinely  in¬ 
terested  in  Zemaphyte.  He 
added:  “I  am  sitting  on  £&5 
million  (of  sharesi  here,  and  if 
I  thought  it  was  a  long  fare¬ 
well  I  would  not  be  spending 
(more  money]  on  Zemaphyte.” 

The  MCA  wants  Pfiyto- 
pharm  to  exercise  stricter 
quality  control  over  the  ten 
Chinese  plants  that  are  used 
to  make  Zemaphyte.  Die 
MCA  also  wants  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  mix  of 
chemicals  that  go  into  foe 
product 

Pbytopharm  has  decided  to 
shelve  plans  to  build  its  own 
£2  million  manufacturing 
plant  in  Huntingdon. 

Tempos,  page  26 


Individuals  who  apply  for  shares  during  the  Share  Offer  may 
qualify  for  a  range  of  discounts  and  benefits.  For  example:  3  days 
car  rental  for  the  price  of  2, 7  for  the  price  of  5, 14  for  the  price 
of  10.  Rot  information  on  how  to  apply  for  shares  in  Avis  Europe  pic, 
contact  your  stockbroker  or  call  one  of  the  following  share  shops: 


Skipton  Share  Dealing  Services. 

City  Deal  Services - 

ShareLink - 


NatWest  Stockbrokers. 


.0800 1380800 
„0800  437437 
_0345  665665 
_ 0800  210212 


Avis  Europe  pic 
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Proteus  jumps  42%  on 
BSE  screening  success 


ONE  man’s  meat  is  another 
man's  poison.  DougJas  Hogg, 
the  Agriculture  Minister,  has 
been  attacked  from  all  sides 
for  his  handling  of  the  BSE 
crisis,  while  Proteus  Interna¬ 
tional  hopes  to  make  a  fortune 
out  of  diagnosing  the  disease 
in  cattle. 

Shares  in  the  pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  group  soared  I7p,  or  42  per 
cent,  to  57' ip  after  announc¬ 
ing  that  its  diagnostic  technol¬ 
ogy  had  been  developed  under 
licence  by  Enfer  Scientific. The 
assay  test  had  been  approved 
by  the  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
tural  Veterinary  Research 
Laboratory  in  Ireland  and  will 
allow  beef  carcasses  to  be 
screened  for  BSE. 

Proteus  developed  the  tech¬ 
nology  in  collaboration  with 
University  College  Dublin 
and  has  granted  a  worldwide 
licence  to  Enfer  to  conduct 
tests  on  carcasses  far  BSE 
David  Cration,  chairman  of 
Proteus,  said  the  deal  had  the 
potential  to  generate  signifi¬ 
cant  revenue. 

1  In  the  broad  market, 
London  Tailed  to  hold  on  to 
early  gains,  which  took  it  to  a 
new  intra-trading  high  of 
4362.4.  Investors  were  wary 
in  the  wake  of  the  overnight 
setback  for  Wall  Street  and  a 
further  44-point  fall  by  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
yesterday  set  the  seal  on  an 
uninspiring  performance.  The 
FT-SE  100  index  finished  13 
down  at  4356.1.  although 
turnover  proved  heavy  with 
more  than  one  billion  shares 
changing  hands. 

Asda  suffered  a  setback, 
falling  3*4p  to  113v2p  after 
NatWest  Securities  and 
Klein  wort  Benson,  the  bro¬ 
kers.  made  “seU”  recommen¬ 
dations.  NatWest  has  warned 
of  a  slowdown  in  sales  growth 
after  a  period  of  recovery.  It 
has  reduced  its  pre-tax  profits 
forecast  for  1997  by  £5  million 
to  040 million  and  for  1998 by 
£25  million  to  E361  million. 

Reed  International 
touched  £11.94*2  before  sef- 
tlingjust  lOp  better  at  £1157 1 2 
on  unlikely  talk  about  a  bid 
from  Renters,  5*2p  stronger  at 
672p.  Instead  it  seems  more 
likely  that  the  shares  have 
now  been  oversold  and  should 
benefit  from  the  expected  sale 
of  its  consumer  publishing 
business,  which  could  fetch  as 
much  as  £250  million. 

The  strong  pound  has  cost 
BOC  almost  £10  million,  ac¬ 
cording  to  first-quarter  fig¬ 
ures.  The  numbers  were  at  the 
lower  end  of  City  estimates 
and  brokers  are  becoming 


Asda  fell  32<p  on  brokers'  recommendations  to  ‘sell’ 


increasingly  concerned  about 
the  impact  on  profits  for  the 
year  as  a  whole.  The  price 
finished  21*2p  dearer  at 
959*2p.  Rank  Organisation 
jumped  27p  to  442p  as  the  City 
gave  ffie  thumbs-up  to  foil- 
year  profits. 

The  buyers  have  come  in  for 
Reckitt  &  Colraan,  up  17’ap  at 
77Sp  ahead  of  next  month's 
trading  news.  PQkington  con¬ 


next  decade  while  catching  up 
with  the  current  £750  million 
spending  programme  which 
has  fallen  behind  schedule. 

There  was  heavy  turnover 
in  General  Cable  as  the  price 
slipped  Ip  to  179*2p.  Lehman 
Brothers,  the  US  securities 
house,  has  placed  33.4  million 
shares,  or  9.15  per  cent,  at 
I73p.  The  holding  belonged  to 
'Singapore  Telecom. 


The  City  may  be  having  a  change  of  heart  about  Brake 
Brothers,  the  family  controlled  food  distributor.  A  profits 
warning  in  December  saw  the  price  plunge  from  a  peak  of 765p 
to  a  low  of  417b p.  Yesterday  it  rose  16p  to  478*2Pl  Brokers  are 
looking  for  profits  of  £24  million,  compared  with  E27J  million. 


tinued  to  hover  dose  its  low  of 
I30p.  Brokers  are  hoping 
same  positive  news  will  ac¬ 
company  trading  figures  due 
soon.  It  finned  Ip  to  133p. 

Rafitradk  seems  to  be  bade 
in  favour  with  the  shares 
climbing  Il'ap  to  a  new  peak 
of  422 1 ip.  Its  network  man¬ 
agement  statement,  published 
yesterday,  committed  the 
group  to  spending  £16  billion 
on  the  infrastructure  over  the 


Brake  Brathws 
sham  price 


There  was  also  heavy  turn¬ 
over  in  Centrica,  with  the 
price  rallying  3J<p  to  70*«p  as 
the  bears  came  under  pres¬ 
sure.  Many  had  sold  short 
ahead  of  yesterday's  auction 
by  US  holders  of  the  shares 
after  the  demerger.  It  had 
been  thought  that  up  to  150 
million  shares  might  find  their 
way  back  to  London.  In  the 
event,  the  final  figure  was  only 
40  million. 


r  ! _ i_ 


FT-SE  aB-ahara 
index  (rabased) 


J- share  ‘I".  •  -l 

■based)  7'  I;..'- 


1^‘Mar1  AprlMayrJun1  Jtj  'A^'Sep'Oct  ‘NcwPec"  Jan  rFeb 


Scottish  Amicable  is  wav¬ 
ing  the  white  flag  of  surrender 
ami  is  now  ready  to  offer  itself 
to  the  highest  bidder.  It  has  set 
a  deadline  of  February  28, 
having  already  received  offers 
hum  Abbey  National,  down 
18’zp  at  783* ip.  and  Pruden¬ 
tial  Corporation. J  ip  firmer  at 
558p.  But  there  are  thought  to 
be  other  parties  expressing  an 
interest  in  the  mutual  society. 

P&P.  the  computer  soft¬ 
ware  group,  rose  2J=p  to 
221  *2p  despite  Peter  Fisher, 
deputy  chairman,  selling  2.1 
mulion  shares  ai  2Z0*2p  earli¬ 
er  this  week. 

Provident  Financial  ad¬ 
vanced  lp  to  553 ‘zp  after 
producing  full-year  figures  in 
line  with  expectations.  Verily 
Group  also  rose  3**p  to  43p  in 
heavy  turnover  of  almost  20 
{ruffian  shares.  The  group  is 
raising  ES.65  million  via  a 
placing  of  shares  at  36p  to 
finance  its  NXT  range  of  flat 
speakers. 

PSD  Group,  the  recruit¬ 
ment  services  specialist  made 
a  blistering  start  to  first-time 
trading  after  a  placing  by 
Charterhouse  Tilney  at  220p. 
The  price  touched  a  peak  of 
292'zp  before  dosing  at  28Sp, 
a  premium  of  6Bp. 

Shield  Diagnostics  contin¬ 
ues  to  go  from  strength  to 
strength  with  the  price  leaping 
8p  to  416*2p.  Expectations  are 
already  high  about  its  process 
for  detecting  heart  attacks 
earlier. 

This  time  it  has  readied  an 
exploratory  research  agree¬ 
ment  with  Abbott  Laborato¬ 
ries  giving  access  to  expertise 
and  facilities. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  The 
London  bond  market  shrug¬ 
ged  off  a  series  of  disappoint¬ 
ing  statistics  to  end  higher  on 
the  day.  After  a  cautious  start, 
prices  advanced  discounting 
the  higher  than  expected  rise 
in  the  January  money  supply 
numbers  and  a  further  rise  in 
the  German  business  climate 
index. 

The  March  series  of  the  long 
gilt  touched  EllZ^ja  before 
rebounding  to  dose  seven 
ticks  better  at  EI131*  A  total  of 
94,000  contracts  :  were 
completed. 

Treasury  S  per  cent  2015 
finished  £*4  better  at  £107*4, 
while  Treasury  8  per  cent 2000 
was  one  tide  Iwtrer  at  £I049J2. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Shares  were 
lower  in  morning  trade  as  a 
combination  of  weak  bonds, 
mixed  technology  stocks  and 
profit-taking  sent  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  3733 
points  lower  at  6,932.80. 
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RAILTRACK  leads  a  charmed  life.  The 
regulator  has  been  Ideating  about  under¬ 
spending  on  trade  maintenance  and  renewal; 
a  belated  recognition  of  what  the  stock,  market 
had  known  forat  least  six  months.  Yesterday, 
Bail  track  retaliated  with,  a  well-used  but 
effective  public  relations  pipy:  the  “big 
number"  The  company  reeled  off  a  lengthy  • 
works  programme  which  added  up  to  some 
£16  billion  over  ten  years.  So,  why  did  the 
share  price  perk  up  after  news  of  such  heavy 
expenditure?  The  answer  first,  because  the 
investment  is  so  large  and,  second,  because 
the  investment  need  not  be  so  large. 

In  fact,  the  £16  billion  is  only  what  Railtrack 
promised  in  its  prospectus:  no  new  expendi¬ 
ture  is  budgeted.  Nevertheless,  even  if 
Railtrack  achieved  a  feeble  7.  per  cent  return 
on  its  investment  the  market  could  expect  a 


gain  of  £100  million  a  year.  More  interesting 
ITthe  question  of  precisely  how  much  will  be 
invested.  As  far  as  the  regulator  is  concerned 
it  is  not  money  spent  but  work  done  that 
matters.  These  budgets  were  set  up  when 
Railtrack  was  a  public  utility.  In  the  cnidier 
private  sector.  Railtrack  can  be  expected  to 
play  hard  ball  with  maintenance  companies 
when  contracts  come  up  for  renewal.  Dis¬ 
counts  of  as  much  as  25  per  cent  are  mooted. 

The  only  worry  left  is  that  Railtrack  is  a 
prime  target  for  the  utility  tax.  However;  even 
the  Labour  levy  should  not  concern  investors 
unduly.  With  gearing  of  only  24  per  cent,  the 
company  could  pay  its  tax  bill  ami  buy  bade 
its  shares  in  the  same  year.  After  an.  the 
rolling  stock  companies  prospered  with 
gearing  of-  400  per  cent:  an  income  guaran¬ 
teed  by  Her  Majesty  is  such  good  security. 


Phytopharm 

PHYTOPHARM  is  the  com¬ 
pany  for  those  who  find  the 
biotechnology  sector  a  bit 
humdrum.  Run  by  a  Bud¬ 
dhist  who  is  uneasy  with 
capitalism.  PhytopharnTs 
gambit  is  creating  medicines 
based  on  Chinese  herbal 
remedies. 

“Herbaceuticals”  require  a 
leap  of  faith  from  the  drug 
regulators  because  they  com¬ 
prise  a  mixture  of  numerous 
chemicals,  rather  than  a 
single  identifiable  com¬ 
pound.  This  always  threat¬ 
ened.  to  make  regulatory 
approval  a  difficult  business, 
hence  the  recent  setback. 

After  months  of  positive 
noises,  Phytopharm  yester¬ 
day  had  to  reveal  that  the 
UK's  Medicines  Control 
Agency  is  demanding  more 
information  about  Zema- 
phyte.  a  promising  eczema 
treatment  Expectations  that 


Scottish  Pride 

THE  RECEIVERSHIP  of 
Scottish  Pride  is  a  blow  hot 
only  for  shareholders  but  for 
consumers,  too.  Since  it  was 
spun  off  from  the  Scottish 
Milk  Marketing  Board,  Scot¬ 
tish  Pride  has  had  to  contend 
with  a  retail  price  squeeze 
and  an  increase  in  raw  milk 
prices.  Under-capitalised 
from  die  start.  Scottish  Pride 
was  forced  to  borrow  £30 
million  to  modernise  and 
then  found  itself  unable  to 
raise  fresh  capital: 

At  first,  Scottish  Pride  re¬ 
sisted  the  advances  of  Robert 
Wiseman  Dairies,,  its  only 
big.  rival  in  the  wholesale 
rank  market  Finding  itself  in 
dire  straits,  talks  ensued  — 
only  to  result  in  a  referral  of 
the  takeover  to  the  MMG 
Since  conditional  clearance, 
calks  have  concentrated  an 
selling  the  fresh  milk  divi¬ 
sion.  but  Robert  Wiseman 
has  refused  to  agree  to  the 
DTT5  condition  that  it  pub¬ 
lish  wholesale  prices. 

The  stalemate  has  been 


Zexnaphyte.  would  be  ap¬ 
proved  in  a  few  months  time 
have  been  dashed;  the  acces¬ 
sary  additional  data  will  not 
arrive  until  Late  1998.  . 

..  City  supporters  are  still 
smiling  ana  putting  a  posi¬ 
tive  gloss  on  this  develop¬ 
ment  They  say  it  shows  the 
regulatory  authorities  are 
prepared1  to  take  herixteeut- 
.icals  seriously. 


All  the  same,  it  is  bard  to 
believe  there  will  not  be 
further  regulatory  difficul¬ 
ties.  In  the  circumstances, 
yesterday's  23p  dip  in 
Phytopb  arm's  share  price 
looks  distinctly  modest  At 
185*2  p,  they  could  fall  further 
and  Phytopharm  investors 
wiD  need  to  adopt  a  Bud¬ 
dhist-like  acceptance  of  for¬ 
tune’s  slings  and  arrows. 


STRANGE  BREW 
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disastrous  for  Scottish  Pride, 
which  lost  its  two  largest 
contracts.  The  irony  is  that 
Robert  Wiseman  could  well 
now  reach  a  compromise 
with  the  OFT  and  pick  up 
Scottish  Pride  for  a  song, 
gaining  control  of  a  big  slug 
of  the  Scottish,  dairy  market, 
with  ail  that  entails  for 
consumers. .  For  the .  dairy 
farmers,  who  are  the  main 
shareholders  in  Scottish 
Pride,  as  well  as  its  suppliers, 
the  outlook  is  even  worse: 
after  creditors  are  paid,  the 
cupboard  is  likely  to  be  hare. 

Grantchester 

ONLY  four  years  ago.  pension 
funds' were  turning  up  their 
noses  at  retail  park  invest¬ 
ments,  offered  on  yields  of  9  to 
10  per  cent.  Yesterday,- 
Gran  Chester  picked  up  11 
parks  ar  yields  of  6  to  7  per 
cent,  raised  £65  million-  in  a 
premium-priced  rights  issue — 
and  saw  its  share  price  soar. 

Grantchester,  the  property 
company  in  which  Burned 
Group  holds  a  large. stalre. 


Oct  Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb 


would  like  to  do  for  sheds 
what  Capital  Shopping  Cen¬ 
tres  has  done  to  malls  —  and 
the  ambition  is  not  so  absurd. 
Even  after  yesterda/S  big 
splurge,  the  company's  gross 
assets  will  total -only  £220 
million  but  retail  parks  are 
now  hht  properties,  changing 
hands  for  yields  appoaching 
5  per  cent  The  shift  in  senti¬ 
ment  is  in  part  due  to  the  be¬ 
lated .  realisation  by  institu¬ 
tions  that  (here  was  no  point 
in  sneering  at  sheds  when 
edge. of  town  rents  were 
growing  at  twice  or  three 
times  the  rate  on  a  typical 
high  street  Moreover,  you 
cannot  ask  for  mare  security 
than  . 15  to  25  year  leases  from 
the  likes  of  Sainsbury.  or 
Kingfisher.  ..  ; 

Yields  in  this  sector  are 
now  fully  decoupled  from  the 
bond  market  as  rental 
growth  is  now  an  expectation 
rather  tfaana  hope.  The  prob¬ 
lem  for  Grantchester  will  be 
to  find  deals  before  the  insti¬ 
tutions  bid  up  prices  further. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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Shadows  take 
centre  stage 

LABOUR’S  assiduous 
courting  of  the  City  has 
paid  off  handsomely.  Tony 
Blair,  David  Blanket*,  and 
Margaret  Beckett  were  all 
ai  this  week’s  Investors  in 
People  awards  dinner, 
sponsored  among  others 
by  Imno,  NatWest  and  the 
Corporation  of  London. 

The  Opposition  picked 
up  a  commendation  for 
best  presentation  and  won 
the  innovation  award  for 
originality,  flair  and  suc¬ 
cess.  Yet  amid  the  cries  of 
“bravo”  and  air  kissing 
there  was  hardly  a  Conser¬ 
vative  MP,  let  alone  a 
minister  in  sight  Is  this  a 
sign  of  what’s  to  come? 

Catarina  wheel 

A  FETCHING  member  of 
the  Leigh- Pemberton  elan, 
frolicking  in  a  straw-filled 
wheelbarrow?  Surely  not 
Flicking  through  this  week's 
issue  of  Country  Life,  an 
eye-catching  picture  of  the 
former  Governor’s  daugh¬ 
ter-in-law  catches  my  eye. 
Married  to  Robin’s  son, 
James,  managing  director, 
equity  markets  at  CS  First 
Boston.  Catarina  is  a  full¬ 
time  mother  of  three. 
Posed  in  the  extensive 
grounds  of  the  couple’s 
manor  house  in  Kent  Ca¬ 
tarina  is  dressed  head  to 
toe  in  Loewe.  nestled  lov¬ 
ingly  next  to  her  favourite 
horse  “Jacko" 

Divorce  hotline 

THE  latest  company  perk? 
Free  divorce  advice. 
Bosses  are  dredging  their 
coffers  for  lawyers  to  guide 
employees  through  mari¬ 
tal  break-ups  and  domes¬ 
tic  disputes..  The  first 
scheme  of  its  kind  in  the 
country  ts  being  offered  by 
Bristol-based  taw  "  Ex¬ 
press.  A  seven-day  legal 
hotline  is  made  available 
for  anyone  from  the  clean¬ 
er  to  the  manager  com¬ 
panies  pay  according  to 
the  number  of  calls  made 
to  the  firm. 

jQBXCENfRE 


“I  hear  they  have, 
several  thousand 
Rank  vacancies” 

Chips  are  down 

A  QUARTER  of  a  million 
ponunes  fiites  were  con¬ 
sumed  at  Asda  stores 
across  the  country  yester¬ 
day.  To  celebrate  National 
Chip  week  and  its  success¬ 
ful  “Chip  Crusade",  the 
supermarket  chain  invited 
customers  to  take  part  in  a 
complimentary  tasting  ses¬ 
sion.  Asda  launched  its 
chip  crusade  last  month,  to 
bring  down  the  price  of  the 
frozen  variety  after  manu¬ 
facturers  failed  to  pass  on 

flings  from  plummeting 
rtato  prices  to  customers, 
ithin  a  week  of  chopping 
the  price  of  all  its  chips  in 
its  freezers  to  the  same 
level,  manufacturers  were 
forced  to  cut  theirs  too. 

Corking  idea 

CITY  epicureans  gathered 
at  Eatons  at  The  Minster 
this  week  to  celebrate  the 
wine  bar’s  fifth  birthday.  A 

free  lunch  being  a  thing  <rf 
the  past,  the  assembled 
party  were  required  to  dig 
deep  in  their  pockets,  ana 
raised  £500  for  lindon 
Lodge  School  for  handi¬ 
capped  children.  Steve 
UpoL  a  trader  at  Bardays 
Metal,  bid  £140  to  spend  a 
day’s  wrk  experience 
with  host  Chris  “Chubbs" 
Haynes;  not  a  bad  invest¬ 
ment  considering  the 
champagne  that  Haynes 
^consumes.  A  more  sober 
Wtlpot  pells  me  “TO  be 
travelling  for  the  next  two 
weeks.” 

Morag  Preston 
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Talk  of  delaying  economic  and 
monetary  union  is  premature 


Euro-diplomacy 


is  probably 


geared  more  to 


detaching  Italy 


than  unhinging 


EMU  itself 


There  is  an  Irony  in  the  fact 
that  die  financial  markets,  so 
often  cast  in  the  role  of 
objective  realists,  apparently 
remain  blissfully  confident  that  a 
broad  economic  and  monetary  union 
is  on  trade,  but  Europe's  politicians, 
so  often  tainted  by  vainglory  and 
wish-fulfilment,  have  started  to  doubt 
whether  the  single  currency  is  now 
feasible  on  deadline. 

Talk  of  delay  has  suddenly  become 
common  currency  in  Germany, 
where  it  matters  most.  Partly  because 
of  die  ambiguous  stance  of  Helmut 
Kohl,  the  Chancellor,  towards  run¬ 
ning  in  the  October  1998  elections,  all 
the  major  political  players  hive 
started  jockeying  far  position  more 
than  18  months  in  advance  and  the 
question  of  the  single  currency  is  the 
one  that  most  exercises  them. 

Given  that  German  opinion  polls 
show  a  big  majority  against  giving' 
up  the  marie,  this  is  hardly  surpris¬ 
ing.  In  spite  of  this,  there  was  cross- 
party  support  for  monetary  union 
until  recently,  hut  there  is  now  some 
doubt  about  which  way  major  polit¬ 
ical  figures  will  jump  on  the  issu e. 

The  triggers  far  this  outbreak  of 
genuine  uncertainty  are  the  Rafian 
Question  and  the  German  Problem, 
which  are  heavily  inter-related.  Italy, 
led  by  Romano  Prodi,  has  manoeu¬ 
vred  itself  into  a  highly  public  position 
at  the  centre  of  the  single  currency 
debate  and  is  proving  a  major  embar¬ 
rassment  far  Germany.  Like  a  star- 
struck  schoolchild  from  a  lower  class 
who  attaches  himself  to  a  sixth-form 
prefect.  Italy  is  damned  difficult  to 
shake  off,  but  the  effort  dominates 
current  German  thinking. 

For  there  is  one  thing  that  German 
politicians  Of  all  colours  are  united  an 
and  tifat  is  that  voters  will  not  wear  a 
nxmetaryuraonmT999  that  includes  •. 
tiie  Bra.  and  so  hopelessly  compro¬ 
mises  the  mighty  mark  and  its 
thoroughly  converged  northern 
European  satellites.  And  yet.  thus  far, 
Germany  has  been  outwitted  by  Italy 
with  the  help  of  Prance.  The  die  was 
cast  in  November  when  Italy  per¬ 
suaded-  its  partners  to  call  the 
European  monetary  committee  meet¬ 
ing  that  fed  to  its  re-entry  into  the 
exchange-rate  mechanism.  Once  that 
meeting  was  called,  and  France  made 
it  known  that  ir  favoured  Italy  being 
invited  into  the  race  towards  the 
single  currency,  it  was  inconceivable 
that  Germany  could  keep  it  out 
without  provoking  major  turbulence 
in  the  markets.  Once  Italy  rejoined 
the  ERM,  it  became  a  highly  visible 
cand  idate  far  monetary  union. 

Now  Germany  is  working  furious¬ 
ly  to  find  a  formula  that  would  keep 
Italy  out  of  tire  first  wave.  The  most 
obvious  way  to  ensure  tins  is  to 
demand  strict  adherence  to  the 
Maastricht  treaty's  convergence  crite¬ 
ria,  which  Italy  would  surety  fail  to 
do.  But  this  strategy  means,  of 
course,  that  Germany  also  has  to 


Romano  Prodi  forefront,  Italy's  Prime  Minister,  is  providing  problems  for  Helmut  Kohl 


meet  those  criteria  and  meet  them 
unambiguously,  without  creative 
accounting.  Now  enter  the  German 
problem:  last  mcaithY  rise  in  unem¬ 
ployment  to  4.7  million,  the  highest 
level  endured  since  the  1930s.  That, 
opposition  Soda!  Democrats  were 
quick  to  point  out,  blows  a  huge  hole 
—  DM10  billion  according  to  some — 
in  tiiis  year’s  budget  calculations.  The 
Government's  own  estimate  for  the 
deficit  in  tiiis  Maastricht  test  year  is 
29  per  cent,  perilously  dose  to  the 
treaty's  upper  limit 
Jurgen  Stark,  Germany's  Deputy 
Finance  Minister,  insisted  after  Mon¬ 
day's  meeting  of  European  finance 
ministers  in  Brussels  that  2.9  per  cent 
was  a  “carefully  calculated  figure  in 
which  we  have  already  considered  all 


recognisable  risks".  Far  good  mea¬ 
sure.  he  added  that  his  government 
would  take  further  corrective  mea¬ 
sures  to  combat  any  further  falls  in 
tax  revenues.  One  such  widely  dis¬ 
cussed  was  a  public  spending  freeze 
far  the  third  year  in  succession,  but. 
by  Tuesday,  Germany's  ruling  coali¬ 
tion  had  ruled  this  out  "for  tire  time 
being".  Increasing  industrial  and 
social  unrest  is  not  something  with 
which  Germany's  leaders  feel  com¬ 
fortable  and  tightening  the  fiscal 
screws  further,  to  qualify  for  a  single 
currency  that  most  Germans  do  not 
want,  is  not  an  attractive  option.  But, 
for  foe  time  being,  the  alternative  of 
delaying  monetary  union,  is  even  less 
palatable  and  it  is  probably  still 
perfectly  possible  for  Germany  to 


meet  its  defidt  target  —  if  it  wants  to. 
But  does  it  want  to?  The  best  guess  is 
that  Germany  would  love  to  go  ahead 
if  it  could  be  sure  that  the  single 
currency*  membership  comprised 
the  core  that  is  already  clustered 
around  the  mark  and  that  the  euro  so 
created  would  come  up  to  the 
standard  demanded  by  the  German 
public  and  its  champion  of  sound 
money  in  Frankfurt 
Anything  less  is  anathema,  hence 
current  dark  mutterings  about  secret 
meetings  to  plan  for  delay,  talk  of 
strategies  already  in  place  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  idea  gently  to  the  currency 
and  bond  markets.  One  veteran 
watcher  of  the  French  political  scene 
had  lunch  last  week  with  some  senior 
French  offidals.  They  aroused  his 


suspicions  that  something  was  afoot 
simply  because  they  had  never,  in  his 
experience,  said  so  little.  Hie  rumour 
mill  is  grinding  along  well. 

It  is  certainly  the  case  that  Europe’s 
central  bankers,  the  constituency 
most  worried  about  a  fudged  EMU, 
are  discussing  game-plans  for  (May, 
and  one  strand  of  current  opinion  has 
ii  that  a  postponement  could  be 
announced  within  months.  But  even 
in  the  current  atmosphere  of  doubt, 
this  still  seems  somewhat  far-fetched, 
not  least  because  Europe's  politicians 
fear  that  they  wouldn't  be  able  to 
manage  the  fallout  from  a  delay 
announcement.  Many  are  scared  that 
delay  would  be  tantamount  to  giving 
up  cm  die  single  currency  project, 
perhaps  for  a  decade  or  more,  partly 
because  the  markets  would  not  be 
convinced  that  a  one-year  postpone¬ 
ment  really  meant  one  year.  And 
political  considerations  make  delay 
unattractive.  Unlike  Britain,  which 
believes  in  its  bones  that  this  silly 
single  currency  nonsense  could  be 
put  aside  so  that  all  effort  could  be 
concentrated  on  important  matters 
such  as  EU  enlargement  Brussels 
and  many  European  capitals  see  the 
single  currency  as  the  politically 
unifying  force  on  which  the  rest  of  the 
European  programme  depends. 

And  even  if  delay  is  on  the  cards, 
announcing  ft  now  appears  to  be  bad 
tactics.  On  the  political  front  as 
Alison  Cottrell,  of  PaineWebber. 
points  out  the  ink  has  hardly  dried 
on  tough  1997  budgets.  Are  Europe’s 
governments  really  prepared  to  go  to 
their  electorates  at  this  point  saying 
that  they  have  crippled  their  econo¬ 
mies  to  quality  but  the  single  curren¬ 
cy  isn’t  going  to  happen  after  ail? 
Such  a  U-turn  would  dwarf  sterling's 
sojourn  in  the  ERM  as  a  source  of 
pointless  economic  pain.  How  much 
better,  for  example,  to  wait  until 
November  and  use  the  European 
Monetary  Institute’s  report  on  which 
countries  make  the  grade  as  the 
excuse  to  delay.  Central  bankers  have 
broad  enough  shoulders  —  in  their 
own  interests  —  to  take  the  blame. 

Another  argument  against  an  early 
delay  announcement  is  the  fear  that 
intrinsically  useful  economic  conver¬ 
gence  would  be  derailed  now  instead 
of  later.  And  pertinently  for  Europe's 
struggling  economies  —  and  Germa¬ 
ny's  m  particular  —  there  is  a  risk 
that  money  would  pour  into  the 
mark,  which  would  soar  with  untold 
damage.  It  is  only  the  present 
weakness  of  the  mark  that  is  giving 
the  German  economy  a  breath  of  life. 

On  balance,  current  talk  of  delay  is 
most  likely  being  used  as  a  stick  to 
beat  potential  members  of  monetary 
union  into  reinforcing  their  conver¬ 
gence  efforts  rather  titan  being  seen . 
as  a  genuine  short-term  option.  And 
European  diplomacy  is  probably 
geared  more  to  detaching  Italy  than 
unhinging  monetary  union  itself. 
Correction:  In  last  week’s  Economic 
View  1  wrongly  stated  that  Britain's 
inflation  between  1968  and  1996 
averaged  2.96  per  cent  ~  the  same  as 
in  Germany  and  lower  than  in 
America.  Britain’s  average  for  this 
period  was  actually  4.6  per  cent, 
much  higher  than  in  either  of  these 
countries.  The  error  arose  because  1 
read  the  wrong  line  in  an  OECD 
table,  showing  figures  for  Canada 
instead  of  Britain.  It  remains  true 
that  Britain  has  a  long  record  of 
financial  stability,  but  I  should  not 
have  over-egged  the  argument  — 
Anatole  Kaletsky 


Tested  by  turtles,  a  tenor  and  a  train 


X  X  Then  ir  comes  to  calk- 
\J\f  ing  about  past  mis- 
T  Y  taxes,  Frank  Warren 
puBs  no  punches.  Talking 
about  his  most  embarrassing 
faux  pas,  the  boxing  promoter 
does  not  even  turn  a  hint  of 
red.  Cynics  might  cite  the 
High  Court  ban  that  prevents 
him  from  serving  as  a  com¬ 
pany  director  for  seven  years, 
but  Warren  insists  that  his 
biggest  blunder  was  the  time 
he  booked  Pavarotti  for  the 
London  Arena. 

In  1989,  having  pinned 
down  the  Italian  tenor  for  a 
night  at  his  ambitious  new 
multipurpose  venue  in  east 
London,  which  had  already 
cost  twice  his  original  esti¬ 
mate.  Warren  was  optimistic 
that  City  opera  lovers  would 
dig  deep  into  their  pockets  for 
the  badly  needed  financial 
hacking.  On  the  big  night, 
however,  the  Docklands  light 
Railway  was  closed  for  re¬ 
pairs.  Irate  opera  aficionados 
were  up  in  arms,  caught  in 
traffic  jams  coming  out  of  the 
City,  and  were  furious  at 
arriving  late.  Eight  m2  lion 
pounds  in  the  red.  Warren 
threw  in  the  towel.  He  comes 
dean:  “It  was  a  blow  and  a 
relief  at  the  same  time." 

Anita  Roddick  blames  one 
•  her  biggest  mistakes  ui 
business  on  “a  lack  of  dia¬ 
logue".  As  part  of  the  BBC's 
new  four-part  series  Surety. 
Some  Mistake,  which  started 
last  night,  the  founder  and 
chief  executive  of  the  Body 
Shop  talks  about  bringing  a 


their  errors  of  misjudgment  to  Morag  Preston 

n 

TV'  •  vS 

small  paper-making  factory  in 
Nepal  under  the  wing  of  her 
beauty  emporium.  Enticed  by 
the  factory’s  environmental 
ethics  and  its  contribution 
within  its  fragile  community, 
nobody  stopped  to  consider 
whether  customers  would 
want  to  buy  their  recycled 
paper  from  the  same  shop  they 

bought  rhubarb-scented 
shampoo.  “It’s  easy  to  say  “find 
other  outlets',  but  it  was  hard 
for  the  young  man  in  charge,” 
sighs  Roddick 
Neville  Abraham,  the. chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive  of 


Chez  Gerard,  die  London  res¬ 
taurants  group  that  this  week 
splashed  out  £1.6  million  on  a 
trendy  new  fish  eatery,  is  a 
management  consultant  by 
trade:  In  1980,  he  and  his 
partner,  Laurence  Isaacson, 
nether  of  whom  had  any 
catering  experience,  opened  Le 
Cafe  dies  Amis  du  Vin.  a 
successful  French  bistro  in 
London. 

Six  months  laier,  their  acc¬ 
ountant  warned  them  that 
thanks  to  fighr-fingered  staff, 
they  were  £60,000  in  debt 
“When  you’re  very  busy,  you 


don't  watch  what  happens  to 
the  food,  the  drink,  or  the 
money,”  says  Abraham. 

Some  stories  are  easier  to 
dine  out  on  than  others,  how¬ 
ever.  Sir  Peter  Parker  was  not 
quite  as  comfortable  reliving 
the  horror  of  “Queasy  Rider". 
The  confession  from  the  for¬ 
mer  BR  chairman  whose  high- 
profile  launch  of  the  Advanced 
Passenger  Train  completely 
backfired  is  not  quite  as  digest¬ 
ible.  Despite  concerns  over  the 
train's  design,  Sir  ftfier  invited 
VIPs  to  board  Britain's  answer 
to  theTCV  on  its  three  maiden 


vqyages.The  first  passengers 
complained  of  travel  sickness, 
snow  stopped  the  second  train 
in  its  tracks,  and  the  third 
journey  ground  to  a  halt  only 
eight  minutes  after  its  depar¬ 
ture.  Government  support 
was  withdrawn,  and  the  train 
now  plays  host  to  children’s 
parties  in  Crewe.  And  Sir 
Peter's  new  motto?  "It’s  always 
better  to  be  second  in  business, 
and  let  the  pioneers  take  the 
punishment.” 

Lynne  Franks  lines  up  along¬ 
side  the  high-pro  Be  dry  faces  to 
tell  her  story  of  shame.  The 
Duchess  of  PR  tells  how  she  was 
invited  to  chair  Viva,  hailed  as 
Britain’s  revolutionary  radio 
station  for  women.  Eyecatch¬ 
ing  posters  spread  across 
London,  and  the  launch  alone 
caused  quite  a  stir.  Then  Katie 
Turner,  managing  director, 
decided  to  paint  VTva  offices 
pink,  much  to  Franks’s  dis¬ 
gust,  A  male  voice  reading  the 
radio  station’s  premier  news 
bulletin  was  the  final  straw. 
Franks  now  says  that  she 
became  embarrassed  by  an 
editorial  policy  that  ignored 
file  female  perspective. 

It  was  die  success  of  pizza- 
eating  turtles  that  figures  in 
die  mind  of  the  head  of 
Hasbro  UK-Twenty  years  in 
toys  was  nor  Jong  enough  to 
make  Bryan  Ellis  jump  at  die 
opportunity  to  buy  the  toy 
rights  to  the  Teenage  Mutant 
Ninja  lurries.  It  took  him  less 
than  nine  minutes  to  turn 
down  an  offer  for  the  animat¬ 
ed  amphibians  that  was  imm¬ 


ediately  snapped  up  by  a  rival 
company,  and  went  on  to 
make  diem  a  fortune.  “Kids 
were  going  mad  for  ft,”  rues 
Ellis.  “Are  you  surprised  1 
haven’t  fled  die  country?"  But. 
like  most  of  his  contempories 
who  appear  in  the  series,  Ellis 
continued  with  missionary 
zeal,  and  years  later  was 
responsible  for  toe  profitable 
relaunch  of  Action  Man. 
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Why  UK  lags 
in  technology 

From  Mr  Charles  Ross 
Sir,  Bill  Gates  draws  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  paucity  of 
computer  software  being 
created  in  the  UK  and  the 
absence  of  venture  capital 
compared  to  the  US  (Busi¬ 
ness  News.  February  4). 

The  reason  is  funda¬ 
mental.  New  technological 
products  usually  come 
from  new  enterprises.  Es¬ 
tablished  companies  rare¬ 
ly  innovate.  In  the  US 
people  wishing  to  start 
businesses  communicate 
direct  with  (he  public  to 
finance  their  ambitions 
and  their  dreams.  By  con¬ 
trast  UK  legislation  re¬ 
quires  an  intermediary, 
such  as  a  “City"  institu¬ 
tion,  or  bank  to  “auth¬ 
orise"  every  prospectus 
(Financial  Services  Act 
1986.  section  57J. 

They  have  a  duty  of  care, 
so  arc  loath  to  risk  their 
reputations  by  putting 
their  names  to  innovative, 
or  novel  projects.  Software 
d  evelopment  requ  i  res 
quite  modest  sums  of  capi¬ 
tal,  which  is  uneconomic 
for  them  to  handle. 

This  legislation  has  crip¬ 
pled  the  commercial  dev¬ 
elopment  of  Britain's 
inventiveness  since  it  was 
first  enacted  to  protect  the 
public  from  the  great  de¬ 
pression  in  the  Thirties. 
Nobody  disputes  that 
backing  young  entrepre¬ 
neurs  like  Bill  Gates,  and 
novel  products  and  ser¬ 
vices  tike  software  in¬ 
volves  high  risks.  There 
are  many  small  losses  but 
some  spectacular  returns. 

However,  the  British 
love  to  gamble.  The  high¬ 
est  in  the  land  patronise 
horse  racing.  The  Bank 
finances  the  PSBR  with 
premium  bonds.  This 
Government  is  very  proud 
of  starting  the  National 
Lottery  —  yet,  we  the 
public  are  “protected" 
from  investing  in  (he 
future  businesses  that  will 
generate  the  wealth  to 
keep  the  UK  in  the  first 
rank  of  nations  in  the 
technological  revolution. 

The  first  computers  in 
the  world  broke  enemy 
codes  at  Bletchley  Park  in 
1941.  Nowadays  we  own 
no  hardware  manufactur¬ 
er  and  not  one  single 
world-class  software  sup¬ 
plier.  This  is  not  a  co¬ 
incidence.  Until  we  repeal 
our  antiquated,  restrictive 
legislation  we  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  lose  out  in  one 
technology  after  another. 
Yours  faithfully, 
CHARLES  ROSS. 
Chairman, 

The  -  SILLABLE 
Corporation, 

Mulberry  House, 

8  Mount  Road, 

Lansdown.  Bath. 


Layers  of  hidden 
agendas  on  EMU 

From  Mr  Jon  Greaves 
Sir,  Anthony  Harris  (Janu¬ 
ary  15)  looks  for  hidden 
agendas  in  EMU.  1  suspect 
there  is  no  need  to  look 
very  far.  I  am  quite  certain 
Germany  will  annexe  our 
North  Sea  oil  in  the  name 
of  a  common  European 
resource  within  daj«  of 
signing  a  treaty. 

The  Great  Game  has 
moved  to  our  doorstep  and 
there  is  layer  upon  layer  of 
hidden  agendasand  things 
ihey  are  not  telling  us. 

1  am  also  constantly 
amazed  how  often  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  prefers  to  take  the 
flak  for  unpopular  mea¬ 
sures  imposed  upon  us  by 
the  EU  rather  than  confess 
ft  has  relinquished  its 
choice  in  the  matter. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JON  GREAVES, 
Goodfellows.  Tilty, 

Great  Dunmow.  Essex 
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By  Michael  Evans 
defence  oorrstondent 

consortium  was  awaited  a 
t200  nuBion  contract  yesterday  to  take 

over  tfw*  nimoMM  _• _ r  .  - 


out  non-military  operations  at  Aldershot 


, - ‘p,MW  au  umniumgry 

^"a£l1 ““  Aldershot  garrison,  the 

htwie  of  the  British  Army. 

Primary  Management,  which  has  esti¬ 
mated  it  can  save  the  Army  E34  million  in 

running  costs  over  seven  years,  beat  two 
ptner  competitors,  in dadigg  an  m-house 
team  from  Ministry  of  Defence  ovflian 
and  Service  personnel. 

The  contract  is  die  largest  to  be 
awarded  by  the  Army  under  fce  MoD’s 
competing  for  quality”  initiative,  jn 
which  the  ministry's  non-core  support 


functions  are  open  to  competition  in  the 
private  sector. 

The  Army  derided  that  Primary  Man¬ 
agement  the  facilities  management  arm 
of  Gardner  Merchant,  offered  the  best 
value  for  money.  The  decision  was. 
endorsed  by  Nicholas  Sonnes,  the 
Armed  Forces  Minister.  \  '  _ 

A  spokesman  far  the  Army  at  Aider- 
shot  said  the  consoftium  worfd  nin  all 
die  support  functions,  metoding  meant- 
modadon  services,  stores  management, 
transport,  office  and  secretarial  support, 
catering  services,  mess  management 
cleaning,  laundry,  tailoring  and  even 
primary  health  care.  The  consortium  will 
also  be  responsible  for  the.  garrison's 
power  station.  The  transport  and  mainte- 


Primary  Management  expects  deal  will  save 
Army  £34m  running  costs  over  seven  years 


nance  dement  of  the  contract  wffl  involve 
leasing  abend  270  cars,  vans  and  trucks, 
and  maintaining  some  190  combat  ser- 
vice  support  vehicles. 

Although  some  of  these  functions  axe 
already  performed  by  the  private  sector, 
the  Army  said  the  new  deal  would  release 
uniformed  personnel  for  soldiering  du¬ 
ties.  The  contract  will  run  for  seven  years. 

The  Aldershot  garrison  in  Hampshire 
which  occupies  four  square  mites,  cor* 
rentfy  has  about  5.400  soldiers,  1 ,300  civil 


servants  and  WX)0  dependants.  A  further 
3X100-4,000  soldiers  go  to  Aldershot  each 
month  for  training  courses. 

Primary  Management’s  partners  are 
WS  Allans,  the  United  Kingdom’s  largest 
engineering  and  construction  consultan¬ 
cy,  and  Lex  Transfleet,  a  joint  venture 
between  Lex  Service  and  Lombard  North 
Central.  The  consortium  was  advised  by 
Deutsche  Morgan  Grenfell 

Before  the  takeover,  there  will  be 
consultations  with  the  trades  unions  and 


after  a  phased  implementation  pro¬ 
gramme,  the  private  consortium  will  be 
fuQy  in  charge  of  the  support  services  at 
Aldershot  by  October. 

The  main  areas  that  currently  involve 
MoD  employed  civilian  staff  are  trans¬ 
port,  office  and  secretarial  support  and 
accomxzwdatiOEi  services.  The  majority  of 
them  wiD  transfer  to  the  contractor's 
workforce  and  their  existing  terms  and 
conditions  of  onploymest  win  remain 


Garry  Hawkes,  chairman  of  Gardner 
Merchant,  said;  “Oar  experience  in 
working  with  the  Armed  Forres  is  an 
important  asset  and  we  are  happy  to  be 
able  to  build  on  this  strength  over  the 
next  seven  years  at  Aldershot" 


Tailoring  will  be  one  service  provided 


Warehouse 


to  double 
in  size 


By  Martin  Bajrrow 


GRANTCHESTER  Holdings, 
the  retail  warehousing  com¬ 
pany  that  came  to  the  stock 
market  by  way  of  a  demerger 
from  Burfbrd  Holdings  in 
November,  will  more  rhsm 
double  its  size  through  proper¬ 
ty  acquisitions  worth  a  total  of 
£121  million,  it  was  announced 
yesterday. 

The  biggest  purchase  com¬ 
prises  a  portfolio  of  seven 
retail  warehouses  that  will  be 
acquired  from  J  Sainsbury 
Developments  at  a  cost  of 
£73.3  mfliion. 

Grantchester  is  also  buying 
two  schemes  in  Scotland  under 
development  by  Morrison  Con¬ 
struction  Group  far  rC23.I  mil- 


EMU ‘will 
improve 
credit 
ratings’ 

BY  Amm  Jones 

ECONOMIC  and  mone¬ 
tary  Union  in  Europe 
(EMU)  wiD  improve  the 
credit  rating  of  some  of  the 
debt  issued  by  member 
states  and  institutions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Moody's  Inves¬ 
tors  Service;  the  credit 
rating  agency. 

The  agency  said  it  sees 
only  a  small  chance  of 
delay  to  the  planned  1999 
starting  date.  It  anticipates 
eight  countries  joining  in 
the  first  wave.  ; 

Ireland  and  Finhtnd'are 
among  likely  first-wave 
members  that  would  bene¬ 
fit  Bonds  issued  by  them 
in  a  non-European  curren¬ 
cy  would  be.  upgraded  to 
prime  Aaa  status. 

David  Levey,  cathead  of 
Moody’s  -  sovereign  risk 
unit,  said  the.  tight  fiscal 
constraints  imposed  by 
countries  in  the  run-up  to 
EMU  would  also  improve 


He  said:  “We  have  al¬ 
ready  started  to  factor  in 
die  long-term  implications 
of  EMU ." 

Mr  Levey  also  said  gov¬ 
ernments  who  change  ex¬ 
isting  debt  into  euros  from 
their  own  currewywould 
not  be  seen  as  defaulting. 

Despite  the  upgrades,  a 
member  country's  credit- 
worthiness  when  issuing 

euro-denominated  debt 

would  be  no  different  to 
die  rating  for  debt  previ¬ 
ously  issued  in  its  own 
currency. 

And  most  of  the.  countries 
Moody’s  sees  as  Kkety  first- 
wave  members—  Germany, 
Fiance,  Austria,  The  Ne¬ 
therlands  and  Luxembourg 
—  already  have  across-the- 
board  prime  Aaa  ratings. 


lion  and  has  agreed  to  pay  an 
aggregate  £25.4  million  for 
developments  tn  Huddersfield 
and  Middlesbrough. 

The  acquisitions  will  be 
part-funded  via  a  £65  mfliion 
rights  issue,  undenuritien  by 
BZW.  Investors  are  offered 
seven  new  shares  for  every  ten 
held  at  137p  each.  Yesterday 
die  shares  rose  Ip  to  162bp. 
having  increased  from  130p  an 
flotation.  . 

The  company  is  expanding 
’  in  one  of  trie  fastest  growing 
sectors  of  foe  property  marko. 

There  is  a  shortage  of  high- 
quality  retail  warehousing 
space  at  a  time  when  demand 
from  major  supermarket 
chains  is  accelerating. 

With  superstore  sales  fore¬ 
cast  to  rise  by  more  titan  40 
per  cent  25-year  leases  are 
routing  commanded  and  ini¬ 
tial  yields  are  often  less  than  6 
percent 

These  fatest  deals  mean  that 
Grantchester  wCD  have  trebled 
'the  value  of  its  flotation  and 
doubles  theriumber  of  units  to 
100.  - 

Paul  WhighV,  chairman  of 
Grantchester,  said:  These 
transactions  wfll  give  Grant¬ 
chester  a  substantial  presence 
in  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
sectors  in  the  property  mar- 
ket”  He  added  that  the  pace  of 
Grantchesterts  expansion -was 
notable,  given  the  asnpttitiGh 
-titan  other  properly  invest¬ 
ment  companies  seeking  to 
expand  in  the  sector  and  the 
stwrtage  of  new  developments. 

■ .  The  Sainsbury  portfolio  wiB 
comprise  about  394,000  sq  ft 
rtf  ' space.  Pre-lets  on  most  of 
the  units  have  been  exchanged 
or  are  under  offer..  Tenants 
include  Hotnebase.  Courts, 
Toys  ‘R*  Us,  ScottishPcmrer, 
Pet  GBy,  Comet  and  JJB 
Sports. 

After  the  rights  issue,  trusts 
representing  the  interests  of 
Mr  Whight  and  Nick 
Hewson,  who  is  chief  execu¬ 
tive  and  finance  director,  will 
hold  15.6  per  cent  of  the 
enlarged  share  capital. 
Burford,  which  held  24  per 
amt  after  demerger,  will  see 
its  holding  fall  to  146  per  cent 
The  balance  of  the  payment 
will  be  -funded  with  new 
banking  facilities  of  up  to 
£45.8.  million  and  from  exist¬ 
ing  resources. 


Paul  Whight  chairman  of  Grantchester  Holdings,  left;  and  Nick  Hewson.  chief  executive 


Pensions 
benefits 
on  the 
increase 

By  Robert  Muller 

MILLIONS  of  members  of 
occupational  pension 
schemes  are  being  offered  a 
better  deal  with  higher  pen¬ 
sion  payments  and  more 
pensions  for  spouses  and 
dependants,  according  to  a 
survey  published  today. 

The  National  Association  of 
Pension  Funds  (NAPF). 
whose  members  represent 
more  than  ten  million  benefi¬ 
ciaries  and  funds  worth  £370 
billion,  says  employers  are 
continuing  to  improve  volun¬ 
tarily  the  benefits  they  provide 
for  members  of  occupational 
and  compamy  pensions. 

The  twenty-second  annual 
NAPF  survey  found  that  76 
per  cent  of  pension  schemes 
were  providing  an  increase 
to  pensions  in  payment  in 
1996.  In  1975.  the  first  year  of 
the  survey,  the  comparable 
figure  was  35  per  cent  and 
pension  scheme  assets  were 
worth  EBbfllion. 

The  NAPF  survey  also  shows 
that  nearly  all  final-salary  and 
76  per  cent  of  money-purchase 
plans  now  provide  pensions  for 
spouses,  compared  with  56  per 
cent  in  1976.  In  eight  out  of  ten 
private  sector  schemes,  em¬ 
ployees  are  now  allowed  to  join 
without  a  waiting  period.  Con¬ 
trary  to  widespread  reports, 
there  has  been  no  “wholesale- 
move  from  final-salary 
schemes  to  the  less  expensive, 
and  less  generous,  money- 
purchase  plans. 

Dr  Ann  Robinson,  director- 
general  of  the  NAPF.  said; 
“Against  the  background  of 
increasingly  complex  legisla¬ 
tion,  it  is  encouraging  to  see 
that  good  pension  provision  is 
widespread  tn  the  UK.  Given 
the  right  regulatory  and  fiscal 
environment,  employers  wfll 
continue  to  provide  and  ex¬ 
pand  this  valuable  benefit." 


Tempos,  page  26 


Scottish  Mutual  to 
pay  £160m  bonuses 


By  Gavin  Lumsden 


SCOTTISH  MUTUAL  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  it  would 
pay  £160  mfllibn  of  bonuses  to 
its  624.000  with-profits  policy 
holders.  Graham  Pottuiger, 
chief  executive,  said  most 
bonus  rales  would  be  main¬ 
tained.  helped  by  smaller  costs 
and  an  81  per  cent  rise  in  new 
business  premiums  last  year. 

Inline  with  the  industry,  the 
company  has  cut  terminal 
bonuses,  reducing  payouts  on 
long-term  maturing  policies. 
It  has  held  bonus  rates  for 
unitised  life  with-profits  poli¬ 
ties  at  75  per  cent  for  the 


fourth  year  running,  but  has 
cut  pension  annual  bonuses 
05  per  cent  to  85  per  cent. 

The  company's  195,000  con¬ 
ventional  with-profit  holders, 
who  get  the  bulk  of  the  payout, 
saw  annual  bonuses  on  sum 
assured  and  additional  bonuses 
stay  at  225  per  cent  and  45  per 
cent  respectively.  Fbr  a  male 
non-smoker  aged  29.  10-year 
endowment  payouts  slipped  to 
£10591  but  on  mature  25-year 
contracts  fell  3.9  per  cent  to 
£105288.  Maturities  cm  with- 
profits  personal  pensions  fell 
around  4  per  cent 


US  given  incentive 
to  pay  fund  debts 

From  A  Correspondent 


EUROPEAN  and  Japanese 
donors  to  a  World  Bank  fund 
that  [ends  to  79  poor  countries 
are  to  allow  American  busi¬ 
nesses  to  bid  on  $1  bflfion 
worth  of  contracts  if  Congress 
approves  the  payment  of 
money  the  US  owes. 

The  International  Develop¬ 
ment  Association  (IDA)  lends 
money  to  countries  with  a  per 
capita  annual  income  of  less 
than  $905  for  development 
projects,  including  agricul¬ 
ture.  health,  education  and 
road  building. 

Non-US  donors  decided 


last  year  that  the  United 
States  should  sit  on  the  side¬ 
line  for  one  year  while  a  $3 
billion  trust  fond  to  finance 
IDA  loans  for  fiscal  1997  was 
set  up.  The  stop-gap  fund  was 
needed  because  a  proposal  to 
lend  $22  billion  to  pom-  coun¬ 
tries  over  three  years  starting 
last  July  could  not  proceed 
until  the  US  contribution  was 
certain.  The  Europeans  and 
Japanese  said  US  companies 
could  not  bid  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  projects  because  their 
Government  had  not  paid  its 
arrears. 


Qantas  to  shake-up  Japanese  operations 


,  From  Rachel  Bridge  tn  Sydney 

QANTAS.  the  Australian  airline  in 
which  British  Airways  holds  a  25  per 
cent  interest,  yesterday  pledged  to 
shake-up  of  its  Japanese  operations 
after  announcing  that  its  oncehighfy 
profitable  Japan  route  had  contributed 
virtually  nothing  to  its  net  profits  in  the 
haffyear  to  December. 

Gary  Pemberton,  chairman,  admit¬ 
ted  Qantas  would  be  reviewing  every¬ 


thing  from  its  relationships  and  pric¬ 
ing  to  the  way  it  sells  its  products  in 
Japan  after  a  sharp  decline  in  perfor¬ 
mance  from  the  route,  which  three 
years  ago  accounted  for  most  of 
Qantas’s  international  profits. 

In  spite  of  the  setback  in  Japan, 
Qantas  produced  a  better  than  expect- 
.  ot2  per  cent  rise  in  half-year  net  profits 
to  A5151.4  million  (£76  million).  Some 
analysts  had  expected  net  (jrofits  to  fall 
as  low  as  A$116  million.  Mr 


Pemberton  said  escalating  fuel  prices 
had  wiped  more  than  A$50  million  off 
profits  and  that  in  the  absence  of  any 
real  revenue  growth,  profits  had  been 
maintained  by  cutting  a  further  a$237 
million  from  costs. 

He  said:  “The  outlook  for  the 
remainder  of  the  1996-97  year  is  mixed. 
Revenues  are  not  expected  to  grow 
quickly,  fuel  prices  are  forecast  to 
remain  high  and  price  competition  is 
expected  to  continue  in  most  markets.” 


Total  revenues  rose  25  per  cent, 
compared  with  the  same  period  last 
year,  and  net  passenger  revenue  was 
virtually  flat  Profits  from  internation¬ 
al  operations  edged  up  from  A$1633 
million  to  A$16S3  million,  while 
from  domestic  operations  fell 
A$93  million  to  A$882  million. 

Cost-cutting  came  largely  through 
unproved  aircraft  utilisation,  reduc¬ 
tions  in  aircraft  operating  and  a  A$90 
mfliion  reduction  in  labour  costs. 


Company  collapses 
continue  to  decline 

COMPANY  bankruptcies  and  liquidations  continued  to 
fall  last  year,  although  at  a  slower  rate  than  in  1995. 
according  to  figures  published  by  KPMG.  Last  year, 
more  than  35,000  companies  folded  as  a  result  of 
bankruptcy  and  voluntary  or  compulsory  liquidation. 
Bankruptcies  fell  by  just  0.6  per  cent  to  21,803.  with  the 
total  number  of  liquidations  falling  4.9  per  cent  to  13,600, 
of  which  5,080  were  compulsory. 

Mike  Wheeler,  KFMG's  UK  head  of  corporate 
recovery,  said  the  figures  were  encouraging  and  predicted 
further  falls  during  1997,  helped  by  low  inflation  and  “an 
ever-increasing  ‘feel-good’  factor".  But  he  added:  “It  is  too 
soon  to  say  whether  these  conditions  will  lead  to 
significant  reductions.  No  matter  what  the  state  of  the 
economy  there  will  always  be  businesses  which  fail.  If  an 
organisation  cannot  recognise  and  adapt  to  a  changing 
economy,  it  will  not  survive.” 

Arcon  in  the  black 

ARCON,  the  zinc  mining  company  based  in  Kilkenny  in  the 
Republic  of  Ireland,  yesterday  reported  its  first  annual  pre¬ 
tax  profit  The  move  into  the  black  by  the  six-year-old 
company  resulted  from  a  lr  £421,000  settlement  of  claims 
against  Columbia  Gas.  giving  Arcon  prefax  profits  of 
Ir  £214,000  for  the  year  to  August  31.  The  campary  incurred  a 
loss  of  Ir  £475,000  in  the  previous  year.  Arcon  expects  to  ship 
the  first  load  of  zinc/lead  concentrate  from  its  Galmqy  mine 
within  four  weeks. 

Investor’s  happy  returns 

SWEDEN'S  Investor,  the  key  holding  company  in  the 
Wallenberg  family's  financial  empire,  said  the  total  return  for 
its  shareholders  rose  60  per  cent  last  year.  This  compared  to 
an  average  increase  of  only  43  per  cent  on  the  Stockholm 
Stock  Exchange.  Pre-tax  profits  rase  to  9.60  billion  crowns 
(£807  million)  from  SKr3.05  billion  a  year  earlier.  Net  asset 
value  rose  lo  S Kr78.88  billion,  from  SKr50.07  billion.  Investor 
is  lifting  the  dividend  to  SKrlO  from  SKt9l 

Hanny  jobs  for  Ireland 

HANNY  HOLDINGS,  a  Hong  Kong  manufacturer  of 
compact  discs,  is  to  invest  £163  million  in  a  new  factory  in 
Northern  Ireland,  creating  150  jobs.  Hanny  has  entered  into 
a  joint  venture  with  Ritek,  a  Taiwanese  CD  manufacturer,  to 
create  Multimedia  Info-Tech  to  produce  recordable  compact 
discs  and  digital  versatile  discs  at  the  factory  on  the 
Springbank  industrial  estate  in  west  Bedfast.  The  Industrial 
Development  Board  is  providing  £43  million  in  support 

PC  sales  growth  forecast 

JAPAN’S  fop  makers  of  personal  computers  yesterday 
forecast  robust  sales  growth  for  the  next  business  year  given 
Strang  worldwide  demand.  NEC  Corp,  Japan's  largest  PC 
maker,  expects  sales  of  its  personal  computers  to  rise  20  per 
cent  and  it  sees  similar  worldwide  growth  in  demand  for  PCS 
and  related  products  in  1997-98.  Toshiba  Corp  aims  to  lift  PC 
sales  to  more  than  YI  trillion  (about  £5  billion)  in  fiscal  1997- 
98  from  a  projected  Y730  bflfion  for  the  current  year. 

VFG  valued  at  £5.7m 

VFO,  the  broadcast  video,  film  and  grip  equipment  hire  and 
sales  company,  will  be  capitalised  at  £5.7  million  when  its 
shares  begin  trading  on  the  Alternative  Investment  Market 
next  Thursday.  The  company  is  coming  to  the  stock  market 
by  way  of  a  plating  of  shares  at  40p  each,  raising  £3  million 
before  expenses.  In  the  year  to  the  end  of  November,  the 
company  earned  profits  of  £281.000  before  tax  and  exception¬ 
al  items,  an  increase  of  75  per  cent  over  the  previous  year. 

Carisbrooke  tops  £lm 

CARISBROOKE  Shipping,  which  operates  out  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  achieved  a  rise  in  prefax  profits  to  £1.02  million 
(£922,926)  last  year.  Earnings  were  10B8p  (10.76p)  a  share. 
The  final  dividend  is  25p  a  share,  making  a  total  of  35p,  an 
increase  of  75  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  The  company, 
which  raised  £2  million  via  a  flotation  on  the  Alternative 
Investment  Market  in  June,  said  trading  conditions  were  still 
tough-  Carisbrooke  shares  fell  7p  to  90*2  p. 

Celtic  Energy  plan 

CELTIC  ENERGY  is  in  discussion  with  Eastern  Group  about 
jointly  developing  a  350-megawatt  power  station  at  Merthyr 
Tydfil,  South  Wales.  The  power  station  would  utilise  850,000 
tons  of  Welsh  coal  annually,  much  of  it  produced  at  Celtic 
Energy's  own  open-cast  sites.  Planning  permission  would  be 
sought  this  year,  with  construction  due  to  begin  in  1998.  The 
project  would  create  600  construction  jobs  during  the  three- 
year  development,  and  power  generation  would  begin  in  2001. 
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Drive  to 
target 
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ADRIAN  SHSRRATT 


program 

pirates 

By  Fraser  Nelson 

DISGRUNTLED  workers 
travelling  home  on  the 
London  Underground  are 
being  targeted  by  an  ad¬ 
vertising  campaign  en¬ 
couraging  them  to  inform 
on  employers  who  use 
pirated  computer 
programs. 

The  Business  Software 
Alliance,  which  represents 
a  consortium  of  worldwide 
software  houses,  is  offer¬ 
ing  a  £2500  reward  for 
information  that  could 
lead  lo  a  successful  raid  on 
businesses. 

The  advertisements, 
scheduled  to  run  in  every 
Northen  Line  carriage  un¬ 
til  May.  show  a  man 
whispering  into  a  phone 
beside  the  slogan,  "£2500 
if  you  blow  the  whistle" 

The  Northern  Line  — 
dubbed  the  "misery  line" 
by  its  regular  users  —  was 
chosen  because  of  its  con¬ 
centration  of  computer 
employees.  The  Northern 
line  runs  through  the  City 
of  London  and  branches 
out  into  the  Covent 
Garden  area,  which  the 
affiance  is  particularly 
keen  to  target 

A  spokesman  said:  "The 
campaign  will  definitely 
catch  the  attention  of 
people  going  to  work,  and 
more  importantly,  on  their 
way  back  from  work." 

The  alliance  says  that 
two  in  every  five  computer 
programs  used  by  busi¬ 
nesses  is  pirated,  costing 
the  industry  about  £2S7 
million  a  year.  Britain  is 
ranked  as  the  world's  sev¬ 
enth  worst  offender  in 
software  piracy. 

While  programs  such  as 
Microsoft  Word  cost  some 
£600  in  the  shops,  it  can  be 
copied  in  seconds  on  to  a 
floppy  disc,  which  costs 
70p.  Windows- based  com¬ 
puter  systems  have  made 
programs  increasingly 
easy  to  copy. 

Since  its  hotline  was  set 
up  last  May.  more  than 
S00  calls  have  been  made; 
providing  200  leads.  This 
enabled  the  alliance  to 
take  action  against  70  com¬ 
panies.  and  coiled  settle¬ 
ment  fees  of  more  than 
£100.000. 


Howard  Bell,  left,  will  become  chief  executive,  while  John  Van  Kuffeier  will  take  on  the  role  of  executive  chairman  at  the  next  annual  meeting 

Provident  Financial  looks  to 


By  Marianne  Curphey 

PROVIDENT  FINANCIAL, 
the  home  credit  company, 
yesterday  announced  in¬ 
creased  pre-tax  profits  of  17 
per  cent  to  £118.5  million  far 
the  year  to  December  31  and 
said  that  it  would  continue  to 
consider  growth  by  acquisi¬ 
tion.  The  company  also  hinted 
at  a  possible  share  buyback  as 
a  way  to  improve  shareholder 
value. 

At  the  same  time,  it  was 


announced  that  Anthony 
Warde-Norbury  would  retire 
as  chairman  at  the  next  annu¬ 
al  meeting.  John  van  Kuffeier, 
currendy  deputy  chairman 
and  chief  executive,  will  take 
up  the  position  of  executive 
chairman.  Howard  Bell,  cur¬ 
rently  group  managing  direc¬ 
tor.  will  become  chief 
executive. 

Provident  Financial  makes 
small,  unsecured  loans  of  an 
average  £300  to  £400  to  low- 
earning  households  and  uses 


9,650  agents  to  collect  the 
payments  on  a  weekly  basis.  It 
has  more  than  40  per  cent  of 
the  market  and  analysts  have 
questioned  what  it  will  do  with 
its  growing  balance  sheeL 

Mr  van  Kuffeier  said  he 
believed  die  clearing  banks 
would  continue  to  avoid 
involvement  in  the  target  mar¬ 
ket  that  Provident  deals  with. 

Earnings  rose  16  per  cent  to 
29_3Ip  a  share  and  there  will 
be  a  final  dividend  of  lOp. 
making  the  total  dividend  far 


the  year  165p  (14p).  The  home 
credit  division  increased  its 
pre-tax  profit  21  per  cent,  from 
£91.9  million  to  £111.4  million. 
That  marked  the  fifth  year  of 
strong  growth  at  the  division.. 
The  number  of  customers 
grew  95  per  cent,  from  12 
million  to  13  million,  during 
the  year. 

However,  fierce  competition 
in  the  motor  insurance  market 
meant  that  pre-tax  profits  fell 
£2.7  million  to  £10.6  million 
(£133  million). 


BunzI  pays  AFC  $72m  for  bonded  fibres 


By  Oliver  August 

BUNZL  the  paper  and  plas¬ 
tics  group,  has  acquired  the 
bonded  fibres  business  of 
American  FUtrona  (AFC)  for 
$72.45  million,  in  cash. 

Anthony  Habgood.  BunzI 
chairman,  said:  "The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  the  bonded  fibre  busi¬ 


ness  of  AFC  will  greatly 
strengthen  our  US  operations 
both  in  filters  and  in  ink  reser¬ 
voirs.  Utilising  the  Ffftrona 
name  worldwide  will  reduce 
confusion  in  the  market  and 
enable  us  further  to  build  this 
successful  business." 

AFC  was  bought  from  WBT 
Holdings  LLC.  a  company 


owned  by  several  trusts  for  the 
benefit  of  members  of  the 
family  of  the  laffi  Walter 
BunzL 

The  bonded  fibres  busi¬ 
ness,  which  is  principally 
engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  cigarette  filters  and  ink 
reservoirs,  had  sales  of  $72.8 
million  and  made  operating 


profits  of  $8.9  million  in  1996. 

BunzI  expects  its  acquisition 
to  enhance  earnings  in  its  first 
fall  year  of  ownership,  with 
the  profits  contribution  from, 
the  purchase  outstripping  the 
interest  that  would  have  ac¬ 
crued  if  the  money  had  stayed 
in  the  bank,  according  to  John 
Bason,  finance  director. 


The  company  is  a  specialist 
insurer  for  female  drivers, 
second  cars  and  non-compre- 
hensive  cover  for  •  older' 
vehicles. 

Provident  said  that  it  had 
been  determined  to  protect 
margins  and  had  therefore 
increased  premiums  over  the 
year.  However.; tins -led  to  a 
drop  in  the  numberof  motor 
policyholders,  from  802,000  to 
595,000,  over  the  12-month 
period. 

Overall,  this  reduction,  phis 
a  policy  of  changing  to  lower 
ride,  lower  premium  drivers, 
meant  written  premiums  fell 
33  per  cent. 

Provident  Financial  bos  be¬ 
gun  a  restructuring !-  pro¬ 
gramme  to  cut  dawn  on  the 
heavy  costs  associated  with 
home  collection. 

-  The  traditional  branch  net¬ 
work  has  now  largely  been 
replaced  by  regional  adminis¬ 
tration  centres,  and  adminis¬ 
tration  of  credit  is  being 
separated  from  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  agents. 


A  SCOTTISH  company  that 
has  designed  a  syringe  to 
reduce  the  risk  of  the  acciden¬ 
tal  transmission  of  hepatitis  B 
and  HIV  will  announce  its 
intention  today  to  raise  as 
much  as  £15  mfllion  in  2  stock 

market  flotation. 

New  Medical  Technology 
wants  to  use  about  half  the 
funds  to  build  a  factory  in 
Scotland  to  produce  the  Zero- 
Stik.  aimed  at  the  growing 
market  for  safety  syringes. 

Panrrrure  Gordon,  the  com¬ 
pany’s  financial  adviser  and 
stockbroker,  expects  New 
Medical's  shares  to  be  listed 
on  the  Alternative  Investment 
Market  by  April. ' 

The  chief  feature  erf  the  Zero- 
Stik  is  a  spring-loaded  needle 
that  automatically  disengages 
and  shoots  into  the  body  of  the 
plunger  once  the  plunger  is 
fully  depressed. 

Other  safety  syringes  either 
require  tire  user  to  pull  a 
plastic  sheath  over  the  ex¬ 
posed  needle,  or  snap  it  off  and 
place  it  inside  the  used  syringe 
for  protection.  One  popular 
product  requires  five  separate 
steps  to  render  ft  safe. 

Researchers  have  estimated 
that  die.  American  market  for 
safety  syringes  will  expand, 
from  die  current  25  per  cent  to 
80  per  cent  by 2001.  Hie  global 
market  for  disposable  sy¬ 
ringes,  including  intravenous 
catheters,  is  valued  at  US$3 
billion  a  year.  . 

In  North  America  and 
Europe,  needlestick  injuries 
are  said  to  cause  several 
hundred  cases  of  hepatitis  B 
and  HIV  a  year.  The  US  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  .is 
under  pressure  to  require 
safety  features  on  all  syringes. 

The  Zero-Stik  was  invented 
by  a  Scottish  mgineer  who 
wants  to  remain  anonymous. 
He  is  an  investor  in  New 
Medical  and  will  be  given 
royalties  on  the  sales.  New 
Medical  way  formed  in  1994 
by  Garry  McGrotty,  the  corn- 
menial  director,  to  exploit  the 
technology. 

John  Campbell,  now  chief 
executive.  Joined  a  year  ago 
and  helped  to  raise  about  £135 
million  from  private  investors. 


By  Eric  Reguly 

nv  that  most  of  them  Scottish,  to 
iijge  to  develop  tfte  .2en*Stik.  Patent 
icaden-  applications  have  been  filed  in 
>atitis  B  45  countries, 
mce  its  New  Medical  realises  the 
aise  as  product  will  be  a  hard  sell 
a  stock  unless  it  is  priced  cheaply.  The 

•  list  price  'for  safety  tyrin^s 
hnoloey  ranges  from  about  US$035  to 
ball  the  L’sfo.65  against  US$0.15  or 
lory  in  less  for  a  standard  version, 
le  Zero-  The  company  would  not  rc- 
jrowfog  r  veal  the  Zero-Stile's  expected 

be^om-  flotation  succeeds, 

ser  and  New  Medical  will  begin  auto- 
New  mated  production  of  the  Zero- 
«  listed  Stik  by  foe  end  of  next  year, 
estment  The  factory  wfll  employ  up  to 
100.  Production  will  be  U- 
he  Zero-  censed  to  other  manufacturers 
i  needle  depending  on  the  popularity 
engages  of  the  product 
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CompuServe  in  the  red 
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ALL  PRICES  QUOTED  ARE 
FOR  TWO  PEOPLE 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM,  DUBLIN,  LONDON. 
MANCHESTER,  GLASGOW 
TO  SOUTH  AMERICA 


COMPUSERVE  CORP.  foe 
world’s  second  largest  online 
service  where  Robert  Massey, 
chief  executive,  resigned  earli¬ 
er  this  week,  reported  a  fiscal 
third-quarter  loss  and  said  ft 
would  focus  on  returning  to 
profitability  as  ft  cuts  costs 
and  realigns  its  business 
structure. 

The  company  also  reported 
a  decline  in  membership  in 
CSi.  its  flagship  service,  but 
said  there  were  improvements 


From  Reuter  in  goujmbus 

in  membership  in  other  areas. 
CompuServe  said  it  lost  $143 
million,  or  15  cents  a  share,  in 
its  third  quarter  ended  Janu¬ 
ary  31,  compared  with  a  $173 
million  profit,  a  year  ago. 
Revenues  rose  to  $211  Ruffian 
($203  million}. 

Frank  Salizzoni.  Compu¬ 
Serve's  chairma  n  and  acting 
chief  executive  until  a  replace¬ 
ment  for  Mr  Massey  can  be 
found,  said:  "While  our  third , 
quarter  results  show  improve¬ 


ment  over  the  second  quarter, 
they  are'  dearly  not  good 
enough.  Our  No.  1  priority  is 
to  stabilise  gamings  and  re- . 
turn  to  profitability  as  quickly 
as  possible."  - 
CompuServe  said  subscrib¬ 
ers  to  us  CSi  online  sendee 
were  down  at  the  end  of  foe 
quarter  by  100,000  to  23 
million,  with  most  of  foe 
dedine  taking  place  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  Its  US  subscribes  dropped 
140.000  to  1.6  miffian. 


Abbott 
link  lifts 
Shield 
shares 

By  Paul  Durman 

SHIELD  Diagnostics,  the 
small  Dundee  company 
that  is  developing  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  test  for  heart  dis¬ 
ease,  yesterday  announced 
a  link-up  with  Abbott  Lab¬ 
oratories.  believed  to  be 
the  world’s  biggest  medi¬ 
cal  devices  group_ 

Shidd’s  share  price, 
which  had  already  dou¬ 
bled  in  the  past  two  weeks, 
jumped  another  80p,  to 
dose  at  a  high  of  416  ^p. 

Hie  deal  with  Abbott 
Diagnostics  '  will  give 
Shield  access  to  Abbott's 
instruments,  reagents  and 
training.  However, 
Shield's  City,  supporters 
believe-  the  .Abbott  deal 
may  prove  to-  be  much 
more  significant  for  the 
future  of  its  test  for  Activat¬ 
ed  Fact  XU.  the  blood 
dotting  agent  that  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  a  good  predic¬ 
tor  of  the  ride,  of  heart 
attacks  and  strokes. 

Erling  Refsum,  a 
Yamaichi  analyst,  said: 
"Hus  announcement  must 
mean  that  Abbott  wants 
something  that  Shield  has 
—  and  ifs  got  .  to  be  big, 
otherwise  Abbott  would 
not  be  interested.  AFT  is 
tiie  only  big  thing." 

Tile  results  of  three  stud¬ 
ies  on  the  AFT  test  are 
expected  this  year.  AFT  is 
believed  to  be  a  better 
indicator  of  heart  disease 
than  cholesterol .  tests. 
With  more  than  500  mil¬ 
lion  cholesterol  test  con¬ 
ducted  each  year,  the 
market  is  potentially  huge. 


118  DESTINATIONS 
TO  CHOOSE  FROM 


■  Offer  applies  to  Business  Class  &  Economy* 

■  Travel  from  March  14  until  October,  1997** 

■  Fly  from  Heathrow  or  London  City  airport 

■  No  surcharges  from  Birmingham.  . 
Manchester,  Glasgow  or  Dublin  airport’ 

Today  wc  feature  14  destinations  in  North  and  South  America 
you  can  visit  by  taking  advantage  of  our  offer.  A  full  list  of  the 
places  you  can  go  to  was  published  on  Monday,  February  10.  - 
This  may  be  an  opportunity  to  visit  a  new  country  or  return  to  a  • 
favourite  city'  and  enjoy  savings  of  up  to  50%.  All  foe  fare  prices 
listed  right  are  for  two  people  travelling  together. 
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LEGAL  &  PUBLIC  NOTICES 


0171-782  7344 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


HOW  TO  APPLY  FOR  YOUR  FLIGHTS 
Collect  five  differently  numbered  tokens  from 
The  Times,  and  the  one  in  The  Sunday  Jimeslast 
week.  Send  your  tokens,  to  arrive  before  Monday 
March-3,  with  the  application  form  printed  right 
Within  21  days  you  will  receive-  an  information 
pack  with  booking  instructions  and  your  discount 
voucher.  Full  terms  and  conditions  appeared  on 
Monday  and  will  be  in  your  information  pack 

■“  _ _ ‘  ^  offer  does  not  apph  to 

I  THE tfBft TIMES  !  .Business Class bdWeen 

FT  IP  LfTCJ  f  '  DK/Irdand  and  Genpany. 

I*  LrlvJJTj.  1  3  |  wEconomy  Class  travel  to  long- 
A  l'L'L1  D  '•  ;  .  haul  destinations  between  July  1 
V/TTJjA  [  anil/w*iisf3l»e»dudedanS 
Toi/’r-si  4  *  there  wffl  be  limited  availability 

TOKEN  II  |  a!  Easier. 
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-  ;  Ireland  Right?,  id  Germany 


THE  TIMES  LUFTHANSA  FLIGHTS 


I  Attach  six  differently  numbered  tokens  fotfss  form;  five  irom  The  Times, 

|  and  one  from  The  Sunday  7imes-  Complete  ttw  details  i»bw  and  post  tt 
f  to  arrive  by  Monday  March  3, 1937,  to:  The  Turns fLofthansaFSgtns 
I  Offer,  9fl  CtotWhousa  Street,  London  EClM  6HR. 
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CHANGING  TIMES 


LEGAL,  PUBLIC, 
COMPANY & 
PARLIAMENTARY 
NOTICES 

TO  FtAOJ  NOTICES  FOR  THIS  SECTION 
PLEASE  TELEPHONE  ,  .  ' 

0171-680  6878  OR 
FAX:  0171-481 9313 

Noritts  arc  to  coailnzvttoQ  rod  ahotdd  be  received 

by  2_30pn,  two  days  poor  io  iwertion. 
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price/Snings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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*  VISUAL  ART 

Thanks  to  the 
Heritage  Lottery 
Fund,  fixe  Tate  can 

go  ahead  with 
plans  to  create  a  " 
Gallery  of  British  Art 


'  Y 


■THEATRE 

Ralph  Fiennes 
leads  a  brilliant 
revival  of  Chekhov’s 
Jvanov  that 
should  rescue  the 
play  from  obscurity 


THE* 
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ARTS 
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■  CONCERT  1 

Esa-Pekka  Salonen 
illuminates  the 
music  of 
GyBrgy  Ligeti  to 
a  packed  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hall . . . 


■  CONCERT  2 

. . .  while  Mikhail 
Plefnev  and  the 
Russian  National 
Orchestra  get  it 
only  partly  right 
in  Manchester 


British  and 


DES JENSON 


s 


ir  Henry  Tate’S  gift  of 
his  paintings  and  a 
building  to  home 
them  (the  nucleus  of 
the  present  Tate  Gallery) 
opened  in  1897  as  the  National 
Gallery  of  British  Art.  In  1916. 
partly  because  of  a  reluctance 
on  the  part  of  the  National 
Gallery  to  display  contempo¬ 
rary  art.  international  modem 
art  was  added  to  die  Tate’s 
brief.  Because  the  two  collec¬ 
tions  have  grown  to  the  point 
where  only  15  per  cent  of  the 
works  can  he  displayed  at  any 
one  time,  a  decision  was  taken 
recently  to  separate  them  onto  • 
different  sites. 

From  the  moment  it  was 
announced  that  Bankside 
Power  Station  in  Southwark 
was  to  he  converted  to  house 
%  the  Tate  Gallery's  internation¬ 
al  modem  collection,  there  has 
been  a  question-mark  hanging 
over  the  future  of  the  buildings 
at  Mill  bank  and  the  collection 
of  British  art. 

Now.  with  the  news  that  the- 
Heritage  Lottezy  Fund  has 
earmarked  £13.75  million  for 
Mill  bank’s  conversion  into  the 
Tate  Gallery  of  British  Art  the 
plans  for  its  future  have  been 
made  public  The  Tate  is  left  to 
raise  a  further  £45  million  to 
meet  the  total  cost  of  £31 
million,  but  Nicholas  Scrota, 
the  gallery’s  director,  is  confi¬ 
dent  that  the  funds  will  be 
found  and  that,  as  planning 
consent  has  been  given,  work' 
will  begin  this  year  and  be 
«|  completed  by 2001. 

7  "The  Bankside  split  only 
carries  on  the  two  strands  of  " 
the  collection,"  says  Scrota. 
“However,  there  is  a  fear  tbit 


VISUAL  ART; 
Isabel  Carlisle 
talks  to  the  - 
Tate's  director 
about  the  new  v 
Millbank  plans 

when  the  exciting  masters  61 
the  20th  century  -leave 
Millbank,  the  British  collec¬ 
tion  might  turn  out  to  be 
predictable  and  dull.  The 
challenge  is  to  turn  the  great¬ 
est  collection  of  British  art  in 
die  world  into  something  even 
more  exciting  thanat  present" 
Scrota  is  reluctant  to  define 
his  role  in  the  new  scheme  of 
tilings,  saying  that  it  is  under 
discussion  with  the  trustees, 
but  it  seems  almost  certain 
that  he  will  be  in  overall 
charge.  "A  director  will  be 
appointed  tor  Bankside  and 
one  ;  for  MflJbank  Those 
people  will  be  responsible  for 
the  exhibitions  and.  displays. 
My  responsibility  will  be  to 
encourage  those  two  people 
and  resolve  disputes  about 
which  works  .go  where,"  he 
says- 

Scrota  believes  the  key  to 
keeping  the  British  art  cpuec- 
ticn  alive  and  interesting  is 
loan  exhibitions  and  changing 
displays  .  of  die  permanent 
collection-  Although  the  hang 
will  be  roughly  chronological 
within  the  four  quadrants  of 
the  MiObimk  site,  and  major 
artists  such  as  Stubbs,  Ho¬ 


garth,  Whistler.  Spencer.  Ba¬ 
con  and  Hockney  wOl  always 
have  sr  body  of  work  on  show, 
Sereda's  intention  is  that  “dis¬ 
plays  will  be  rotated  to  bring 
in  differenr emphases  at  differ¬ 
ent  times. 

hVe  might  borrow  Old 
Master  paintings  from  the 
National.  Gallery  to  show  how 
they  relate  to  British  art.  Or  a 
display  of  British  sculpture  in 
the*  1920s  and  1930s  might 
include  foreign  artists  to  make 
toe  point  about  artists  work¬ 
ing  in  an  international  context. 
We  . don’t  ,  want  to  give  the 
impression  that  British  artists 
worked  in  isolation." 

|  he  Turner  Prize  dis¬ 
play  of  work  by  lead¬ 
ing  -  contemporary 
British  -artists  will 
continue  at  Millbank.  and 
British  sculptors  will  be  asked 
to  create  work  for  the  central 
Duveen  galleries.  "The  juxta¬ 
position  of  old  and  new  will; 
continue,  and  we  will  be  able 
to  show  a  much  higher  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  favourite  works 
that  people  want  to  see,"  says 
Scrota.  With  gallery  space 
increased  by  35  per  cent  large 
works  such  as  James  Ward's 
Gondale  Scar  wfij  be  put 
bade  cm  show.  A  permanent 
Blake  gallery  will  be  created, 
and  works  on  paper  will  be 
shown  in  smaller  galleries 
within  each  quadrant— a  real 
innovation  for  the  Tate,  that 
up  .  to  now  hiss  shown'  very 
lime  of  its  large  collection  of 
prints  and  drawings. 

In  addition,  Serota  wants  to 
see  exhibitions  that  explore  the 
relationships  between  British. 


Nicholas  Serota  in  the  Gainsborough  and  Turner  room  at  the  Tate:  "We  will  be  able  to  show  a  much  higher  proportion  of  the  favourite  works" 


continental  and  American  art 
"I  would  like  to  do  a  small 
show  on  Gericaulft  visit  to 
England  and  his  influence  on 
British  art  —  his  Raft  of  the 
Medusa  was  shown  in. 
London  and  Dublin.  We  are 
also  planning  to  do  a  major 
exhibition,  on  mid- and  late- 
19th-centuiy  American  land¬ 


scape  painting,  ft  was  very 
rrrudi  influenced  by  British  art 
and  there  has  never  been  a 
show  on  the  American  sub¬ 
lime  before.  ; 

"Smaller,  monographic 
shows  on  artists  such  as 
Samuel  Palmer.  William 
Orpen  or  Thomas  Jones  would 
make  up  one  series,  as  would 


exhibitions  of  modem  masters 
such  as  Lucian  Freud  portraits 
or  Francis  Bacon  landscapes." 
Meanwhile,  the  major  histori¬ 
cal  exhibitions  continue  with 
Rossetti.  Burne-Jones  and  the 
Symbolists .  opening  in  the 
autumn,  and  Sargent  in  1998. 

Serota  dismisses  the  idea 
that  British  art  seen  in  isola¬ 


tion  might  fall  into  the  second 
rank  in  an  imaginary  interna¬ 
tional  art  league,  and  points  to 
the  influence  of  changing  taste 
on  how  we  view  particular 
artists.  "Forty  years  ago  the 
Pre-Raphaelites  were  not  con¬ 
sidered  of  world  importance, 
but  they  are  currently  being 
shown  in  a  major  exhibition  of 


Victorian  art  in  Washington, 
and  in  the  last  30  years  British 
art  has  heen  more  highly 
.regarded  than  French  art.  The 
purpose  of  the  new  Tare 
Gallery  of  British  Art  is  to 
show  that  art  made  in  this 
country  has  been  and  still  is  as 
extraordinary  and  interesting 
as  art  made  abroad." 


4# 


THEATRE:  Benedict  Nightingale  on  Chekhov’s  Ivanov 

Fine  Russian  disarray 


TWO  years  ago  Ralph  Fiennes 
played  Hamlet  for  the 
Almeida  Theatre  Company, 
giving  a  performance  that 
most  found  sensitive  and 
strong  but  a  grudging'  few  - 
thought  not  tormented 
enough.  As  if  to  answer  that 
criticism,  he  is  now  successful¬ 
ly  tackling  the  eponymous  ■ 
protagonist  of  Chekhov's 
Ivanov,  a  debt-ridden  land- 
owner  who  accuses  himself  of 
behaving  like  a  desperate 
malcontent,  an  anguished  * 
ditherer  —  or,  as  he  adds  with 
a  ringing  sneer,  a  Hamlet 

Chekhov  wrote  Ivanov  rune 
years  before  The  Seagull  and 
regarded  it  as  an  apprentice 
piece.  Others  have  attacked  its 
moments  of  melodrama  and 
caricature.  But  David  Hare’s 
terse,  punchy  translation  and 
Jonathan  Kent's  paciy.  finely 
cast  Almeida  production 
should  convince  you  that  the 
play  is  a  vivid  portrait  of  a 
Russia  in  moral  disarray  and, 
partly  as  a  result,  a  decent 
man  in  spiritual  chaos. 

Imagine  the  story  as  it 
might  have  been  dramatised 
by  a  lesser  talent.  Ivanov 
cynically  marries  a  rich  Jew’s 
daughter  and,  when  her  par¬ 
ents  cut  her  off,  contemptuous-  . 
ly  turns  his  attention  to  a- rich  . 


Torment  Ralph  Fiennes 

money-lender’s  ■  daughter,  ig¬ 
noring  his  wife  as  she  dies  of 
TB.  That  is  exactly  how  Che¬ 
khovs  first  stage  doctor,  Colin 
Tierney'S  thin  Robespierrean 
Lvov,  sees  the  landowner's 
behaviour.  But  Lvov  is  a  fool, 
for  he  ignores  Chekhovs 
prime  axiom:  people  are  al¬ 
ways  complex.  and  situations 
areneverblackarid  white. 

•  Rentiers  Ivanov  certainly 
suggests  that  Once  he  was  a 
bustling  idealist,  forever  re¬ 
forming  -  farms  and  schools, 
and  now  here  he  is,  burnt  out 
at  the  age  of  35.  He  neglects 


his  wife,  his  estate  and  him¬ 
self,  and  he  doesn’t  know  why. 
All  he  feels  is  a  numb  shame 
and  guilt  punctuated  by  mo¬ 
ments  aTbewfldered  rage.  And 
Rennes  catches  it  all:  the. 
hunched,  bunched  body-lan¬ 
guage  of  torpor,  the  bursts  of 
self-loathing  and,  at  one  mo¬ 
ment;  a  display  of  cruelty  way 
beyond  Hamlet's  treatment  of 
Ophelia  in  the  nunnery  scene. 
~Why  is  he  like  this?  He,  we 
and  perhaps  even  Chekhov 
don't  and  cant  folly  know. ' 

One  reason,  though,  must 
be  the  ennui  of  an  outback 
where  the  main  diversions  are 
cards,  drink,  talking  money, 
back-biting  and  spreading 
scandal.  Yet  the  reptile  house 
does  contain  characters  that 
good  actors  manage  to  round 
out  There’s  Harriet  Walter  as 
Ivano  Vs  wife,  smiling  through 
her  grief,  Oliver  Fbrd  Davies 
as  a  cynical  unde,  Rosemary 
McHale  as  a  lady  Scrooge  and 
Bill  Paterson  as  her  nervous 
husband.  They  were  funny, 
touching,  and  real  enough  to 
leave  me  feeling  that,  like  just 
about  everybody  else.  1  had 
badly  underestimated  Ivanov. 

•  This  review,  appealed  in  later 
editions  of  The  Times  yesterday. 
Ivanov  is  presented  in  partnership 
with  AT&T 


CONCERTS:  Ligeti  joins  the  greats  in  London;  plus  a  game  of  two  halves  in  Manchester 

ESSS  Colours  in  the  clouds 


“71  videntiy  the  word  had 
jot  -around  that  the 
Jbi/-  PMharmdahi^Tigetr 
series.  Clocks  and  Clouds,  is 
•ttot  to  be  missed.  At  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  Hall  on  Wednesday 
night  they  were  turning  people 
away  from  another  imagina¬ 
tively  planned  concert  juxta¬ 
posing  Ligeti  with  music  by 
Ravel  and  Bartok. 

The  programme  worked 
well  not  only  because  Ravels 
preoccupation  with  odour  and 
texture  was  mirrored  a  few 
decades  later  by  Ligeti,  but 
also  because  one  of  toe  linch¬ 
pins  of  the  series,  Esa-Pekka 
Salonen,  brings  as  much  illu¬ 
mination  to  the  scores  of 
Bartdk  as  he  does  to  those  of 
ligeti. 

Two  Ligeti  scores  were 
heard:  toe  Violin  Concerto 
from  1989  and  Ramifications 
from  1968-69.  Although  writ¬ 
ten  two  decades  apart  both 
concern  themselves  with  the 
creation  of  elaborate  texture 
from  microscopic  detail,  and 
both  do  so  by  manipulation  of 
toe  standard  “equal  tempera¬ 
ment"  <hy  which  G  sharp,  for 
example,  equals  A  fiat),  in  toe 
concerto,  an  orchestral  violin¬ 
ist,  and  violist  each  tune  their 
instruments  to  harmonics  on 
the  double  bass;  the  intonation 
that  results,  combined  with 
the  frequent  use  of  harmonics, 
opens  up  a  shadowy,  occult 
world.  The  effect  is  enhanced 
by  the  use  of  slide  whistles 


(played  by  two  percussionists) 
and  ocarinas  (four  players 
rising  to  their  feet  to  deliver 
some  eerie  tones),  whose  delib¬ 
erately  imprecise  intonation 
adds  a  further  element  of 
unpredictability. 

Frank  Pder  Zmunermann 
seemed  to  enter  completely 
into  this  world,  not  least  in  his 
intense  solo  in  toe  fourth 
movement  Passacaglia.  But 
his  command  of  conventional 
tuning  was  equally  impressive 
in  the  multiple  stopping  of  the 
final  cadenza. 

With  regard  to  the  harmo¬ 
nies  resulting  from  compara¬ 
ble  techniques  in  Ramif¬ 
ications.  ligeti  himself  put  h 
unforgettably:  "They  smell 
high;  the  music  is  starting  to 
decompose."  Salonen  and  the 
string  players  of  toe  Phil- 
harmonia  achieved  this  deca- 
denf,  neurotically  refined 
effect  in  vivid  style 

At  the  Festival  Hall  the 
National  Symphony 
Orchestra  of  Ireland 
showed  commendable  loyalty 
to  its  artistic  community  by 
taking  a  piece  of  the  Irish 
composer,  Gerald  Barry,  on 
its  Four  Cities  Tour.  It  would 
be  difficult,  however,  to  con¬ 
ceive  of  a  calling-card  less 


tikefy  to  inspire  a  return 
invitation  than  Barry’s 
Flambrm.  Described  inno¬ 
cently  by  the  composer  as  "a 
sequence  of  chorales,  waltzes 
ana  hornpipes",  it  is  nothing 
of  toe  kind;  an  arid  opening 
duel  for  bassoon  and  trumpet 
is  followed  by  even  more  arid 
piledriver  unisons  on  full 
orchestra. 

This  unpleasantness  out  of 
toe  way,  another  national 
figure  was  brought  on  in  toe 
form  of  Barry  Douglas, 
whose  account  of  Beethoven’s 


Piano  Concerto  No  4  in  G 
major,  with  the  orchestra 
under  its  principal  conductor, 
Kasper  de  Roo,  was  unexcep¬ 
tionable,  but  also  unexception¬ 
al.  Douglas  produced  some 
nicely  shaded  phrasing  in  toe 
firs!  movement  and  some  ex¬ 
pressively  withdrawn  playing 
in  toe  second,  but  not  every¬ 
thing  was  on  this  level.  Pre¬ 
sumably  this  is  not  unfamiliar 
repertoire  for  toe  orchestra, 
but  there  was  a  cautiousness 
about  it  that  failed  to  strike  toe 
sparks  Douglas  needed. 


That  caution  was  evident, 
too,  in  Stravinsky’s  Firebird 
Suite.  The  positive  aspect  of 
tots  is  that  one  got  a  strong 
sense  of  players  and  conductor 
nosing  forward  together,  test¬ 
ing  the  waters,  'and  often 
finding  fresh  solutions  to  sty¬ 
listic  problems.  On  toe  other 
hand,  there  were  occasions 
where  one  felt  fhai  they  were 
just  keeping  up  with  toe  ride, 
rather  than  sailing  with  it. 

The  Lullaby  and  Princess's 
Round  Dance,  however, 
brought  some  sensitive  play¬ 
ing,  as  did  Ravel's  Ma  Mere 
I’Oye  Suite. 

Barry 

Millington 


Fair  and  foul  play 


THE  conductor  and  orchestra 
playing  in  the  second  half  of 
toe  concert  in  Bridgewater 
Hall  looked  much  the  same  as 
toe  conductor  and  orchestra 
which  had  played  in  the  first 
half.  But,  surely,  no  one 
ensemble  could  be  so  brilliant 
in  Tchaikovsky  and  so  tedious 
in  Beethoven? 

With  musicians  as  sophisti¬ 
cated  as  Mikhail  Plemev  and 
toe  Russian  National  Orc¬ 
hestra  there  was  a  hope  toai 
‘toe  gulf  between  Vienna  and 
Moscow  or  St  Petersburg 
would  not  be  quite  so  blatantly 
yawning.  It  was  dear  from  toe 
performance  of  Tchaikovsky's 
Fourth  Symphony  that  they 
can  play  perfectly  together  — 
and  in  tune.  Bur  in  the  slow 
introduction  to  Leonora  No  3 
they  didn't.  From  toe  Tchai¬ 
kovsky  we  know  that  toe 
conductor  has  a'sendtivity  to 
atmosphere  and  a  feeling  for 
high  drama.  But  in  the  Beet¬ 
hoven  there  was  none  of  that. 
Nikolai  Lugansky,  soloist  in 
the  same  composer's  Piano 
Concerto  in  C  minor,  had  little 
chance  of  finding  inspiration 
in  such  circumstances  and 
although  his  playing  was  both 
accomplished  and  fro  tofu!,  it 
was  only  as  interesting  as  its 
accompaniment 


Russian  NO/Pletnev 
Manchester 


The  extraordinary  thing 
about  the  second  half  of  the 
concert  was  that  even  the 
encores  were  presented  with 
more  style  and  commitment 
titan  ihe  RNO*s  young  con¬ 
ductor  had  seemed  prepared 
to  dedicate  to  Beethoven.  A 
technique  like  his  needs  elder- 
statesman  authority  or,  in  its 
absence,  some  equivalent  of 
toe  kind  he  brought  to  the 
interpretation  of  Tchaikov¬ 
sky's  Fourth  Symphony. 

Pletnev  was  little  more  de¬ 
monstrative  about  it  even 
here,  but  the  first  movement 
was  as  seductive  in  its  presen¬ 
tation  as  it  was  chilling  in  its 
effect.  It  was  so  beautifully 
accomplished  that  the  other 
three  movements  could  scarce¬ 
ly  sustain  the  same  level  of 
intensity.  Even  sq,  after  an 
Andantino  that  was  a  little 
hurried  and  a  Scherzo  too 
conscious  of  the  excellence  of 
the  pizzicato  strings,  the  Finale 
was  so  appropriately  liberat¬ 
ed  of  good  taste  that  titere 
could  be  no  argument  with  it 

Gerald  Larner 
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m  CHOICE  1 

Jonathan  Miller's 
well-dressed  Cost 
fan  tutte  returns  to 
Covent  Garden 

VENUE:  Tonight  at  the 
Royal  Opera  House 


■  CHOICE  2 

Brian  Cox  stars  as 
a  theatre  critic  in 
the  one-man  play 
St  Nicholas 

VENUE:  Tonight  at 
the  Bush  Theatre 
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■  CHOICE  3 

Previews  begin 
for  Kathryn 
Hunter's  female.: 
King  Lear.  : 

VENUE:  Tonight  at  die 
Leicester  Raymaiket  . 


LONDON 

cost  FAN  TUTTE  Returns  only  ter 
fca  owning's  romaf  at  Jonathan  hBters 
pflj*jcwi  o»  Mozart’s  amtaguous. 
btnerewet  canady,  wah  costumes  Iran 
Gogn  /Smart's  laas!  coftedwi 
AkssaixJro  Cabal!  sngs  The  rote  at  Don 
Afonso  waght  and  on  Mart))  3.  £  & 

TO.  IS  and  14  DartVftson-Jotasan 
sites  orer  the  rote  an  Mach  4  and  19 
Sing  n  Wan  wtfi  B#eh  aurtmas. 
Royal  Optra  Home.  Covert  Goidan. 
VW2  ©171-304  4QX9-  performances 
ai  7pm.  vwtn  a  schools'  matnee  on 
.March  14  tf  1pm® 

MUSIC  ON  THE  SOUTH  BANK:  A 
hecte  weekend  at  the  Festival  HaB 
ndudas  this  awertng'a  concert 
T7  30pmi  by  ttw  Russian  KoBond 
(MMk  wBh  MMia*  Hemevand 
Hkoiai  Lugansky,  pianos  Tomonow 
(7 JOpml ,  Qktc  VansWi  conducts  the 
BBC  Scottish  Symphony  Octwstrairr 
must  by  Sawtnsky.  and  tfie  London 
PhBtavmonle  Ordwstra  playe  music 
connected  with  the  aty  ot  Plague  on 
Sunday  (7  30pm)  Tha  Queen  EfaabOh 
HaB  >s  the  venuo  ter  the  Union 
Sh  dm  Jolla's  exploration  ot  the 

connection  between  the  corTpasere 
BoutemdStraMnGkyttenigrt.  74Sfm). 
whia  the  PUbanaonta  Orchestra 
periwmsBte  tenth  olaght  concerts 
■  cerebrating  tho  music  of  GyagyUged 
tomorroir  a  7.45pm  firteBy.  the  Union 
CMnaoe  Ondnrtlra  celebrates  the 

Chmese  New  Year  wBi  a  programnw  at 


□  AMERICAN  BUFFALO  Douglas 
HenshaB.  Ned  Sul®  and  Wchataa 
Wocxteson  ploy  the  three  smat-nma 
crooks  to  DendNamefc  drama  Great 
ciatoguo  Ijndsay  Poarar  diracta 
Young  Vie.  86  The  Cut,  SEt  (0171-93B 
6363)  Man-Sat.  7  30pm;  mots  Wed 
(March  12. 19)  and  Sal  (March  IS,  22. 
29. Apri 5], 230pm  Unbi Aprils 

SI  CARDIFF  EAST’  Kamath 
Orarham.  Kail  Jotmon.  Windsor  Danes 
n  the  cast  ol  IS  lor  Pete  GJTs  new 
play,  sot  on  a  Welsh  housing  estate  n 
9»  1990s. 

National  (CMtaaio*).  South  Bank. 

SE  1(01 71 -328  22S29- Tortgra-Moa 
730pm:  mat  Sal  333pm  tnmp 

BtEATHCUFF  Panned  by  the 
oiScs.  kmd  by  taste’ «.  Ctttnefmra 
rruscal  Ireasment  oi  tMjtfcraig  Haigte 
teaches  London  after  an  extensive 
national  tour.  Helen  Hobson  plays 
Cathy.  v»4h  songs  by  Tan  Rice  and 
ckrvctun  by  Frank  Dimicyj 
LabaBs  Apoflo.  Queen  Caroline 
Strea.Haianarsndh.W6  (0171-416 
60S?.  Mon-Sa(.3pm  UMtAfrt*. 

■  MACBETH' Fascireang  productiai 
by  r<m  Albary.  wdr  Roger  Aten -and  Bnd 
Bremen  as  Mr  and  Ms  Thane.  Actean 
Scrtder  is  the  funniest  Porter  aver  seen 
BoMcsn,  Bartacan  Contra,  EC2 
(0171-6336891)  Tonight  and  tomorrow, 
7  15pm;  mat  Sat  2pm  In  rep. 

□  70  HU.  LANE- Phehn  McDetimTe 
fasanasnq  re-oaa&on  ot  the  tkne  hb 
dddhood  home  was  occupied  by  a 


NEW  RELEASES 

RJHT  (15):  Three  related  lafesollhe 
heart's  afladiorK.  Intriguing 
rtveussamenl  bom  cull  draaor  Hal 
Hanley.  wSti  Martin  Donovar  and  Parker 
Fteey 

Everyman  (0171-435 1525)  Mateo 
(0171-437  0757)  Benote  (01 71-837 
8402) 

GRACE  OF  MY  HEART  (15);  Ctich6d 
MU  tmetul  nde  through  the  Amencan 
pop  scene,  with  toana  Douglas  and 
Jchn  Turturro  Drodor.ABson Anders. 
Empire  (0990  888990)  UCIWMtalsya 
Q  (0990  688990) 

♦  MICHAEL  (PG):  Ragged,  rdrtgenl 
romantic  (ante  caicd  by  John  Travolta's 
starring  role  as  an  angel  win  Worn 
Hun  and  Ande  MacOoml 
Odaonre  Karatngton  (01B1  -315  4214) 
Marble  Arch  (0181-315  4216)  Swias 
Cottage  (0181-315  4220)  West  End 
(01B1  -315  4221)  UCt  WMMajvg) 
(0990  888990)  Virgin  Chateau  (01 71- 
3S2  5096) 

♦  THE  PHANTOM  (13'  Ughtty 
EteaWe  comic  step  ttwls.  wilh  Btey  Zone 
as  the  masted  rrghllar  of  wrongs. 

Ptae  (099O-B88  990)  Vbgki 
Trocedero  6(0171-434  0031) 

CURRENT 

♦  EVTTA  (P3)  Madonna  struts  wRh 
pasaon.  but  producian  maridl  plays 
havoc  rein  Lloyd  Webber's  rot*  opera. 
Odaorec  Katteta«lQn  (0181 -315  4214) 


WEEKEND  CHOICE 


A  daRy  guide  to  aitte 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  GBBan  Many 


mdert  and  modem  works  In  the 
PuvsB  Boom  m  730pm  on  Sunday. 
South  Bank  Centre.  SE!  (0171-860 
42421-  Tortgto-Sun.  various  times. 

ST  NICHOLAS:  BnanCcscptay?  a 
smug  therere  attic  who  bits  lor  a  young 
actress,  which  prabad^doosnTpnjw 
a  good  move.  Oneman  play  written  jM 
dbeded  by  Conor  McPherson,  atfhor 
ol  last  year's  wet-recehred  ttrrea- 
monologue  play.  This  Urn  Tree  Bower. 
Bush,  Shepherds  Bush  Green.  W12 
(0181-743  3388).  Opens  bright.  7pm. 
Than  Man-Sd,  8pm  Until  Marcfl  22. 


BELFAST.  TaluoYuasacanduastha 
IMr  Orchaatee  In  Vn  Dialer  Htf 
prerrtere  of  Montague's  The  Qaafuree 
mtkxxs.  The  pBrtst  Rad  Crossley  joins 
the  orchestra  lor  Poutenc's  Concert 
Champ&e,  whirti  a  Mtowed  by 
Franck's  Symphony  in  0  minor 
Ulster  Hah.  Bedford  Street  (01232 
248644).  Taragm.  7.45pm 

MGH  WYCOMBE;  The  second  amuai 
Wycomoe  Oanca  Season,  Swan  Dance 
*97.  indudes  a  partonnanoeal 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


■  Houm  &<!,  returns  only 
C  Some  awats  available 
□  Seats  al  all  prices 


potergelsL  usng  two  helpers  and  ra*s 
and  >oMs  of  Seimapa  Recommended. 
BAC.LavateerWI.SW11  (0171-223 
2223).  Tua-Sat,  8pm;  Sun,  Qxn  UnH 
Fobroary23. 

U THE  SHALLOW  EM*  Doug 
Lucte’a  new  play,  dreettsd  by  Nottei 
Letawe:  behind  the  scenes  ai  a  anart 
woditeig  a  medte  mogii’s  hentteman 
snuggle  lor  pcanr  .  Jane  Aaber  and 
Tony  Doyle  head  en  aiMresting  cast. 
Royal  Court  Downatetera  (Duto  of 
Yorir^.SlMatln‘sLane.WC2(0171- 
565  5000).  Mon-Sat,  730pm;  met  Sd, 
330pm 

■  A  STREETCAR  NAMED  DESIRE: 
Jess/ca  Lange.  Toby  Stephens,  knoger 
Stubbs  n  adroit  production  by  Peter 
Hal  Tiy  to  target  tie  Hm 
Theatre  Royal.  HnratML  SWi 
(Pin  -930  Baoo).  Mon-Sat.  7  45pm: 
mats  Thus  end  SaL  3pm. 
BWHOSAHIADOPVIRQMIA 
WOOLFT.  Diana  Rgg  and  Dowd  Suctwt 
r  Howard  Davies's  powedd  Ateieida 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brawn'a  esaosament  of 
fllme  le  London  and  (wbera 
ImBcated  wWi  the  symbd  ♦  ) 
on  reteaso  across  fire  country 


Marble  An*  (0181-3 15  4218)  Swte* 
Cottage  (0181-3154220)  Plaza  Q 

(0990 688990)  UCI  WNMays  0(0990 
8888B0}Vbglaa:RAMnRoad(0171- 
370  263Q  Trocreioro  B  (01 7 1 -434 
0031)  Warner®  (0171-437  434^ 

♦  FIERCE  CREATURES  (PG) ^  Broad 
comedy  in  an  Engle*  too.  tram  Jotai 
Close  and  A  Rah  Called  Wanda  team. 
Wilh  Kevin  Kbne,  Janie  Lee  Curbs. 

ABC  Baker  Street  <01 71-935  977^ 
Empire  (0990-888990)  Odeon  Swiss 
Cottage  (0181-3154220)  Hftey  (0171- 
737  2)21 )  UCI  WhMoys  fi  (0990 
888990)  Virgin*;  Prtham  Road  (01 71- 
370263Q  TrocederoBffn7l-434 
0031) 

♦  FLY  AWAY  HOME  (U):  Endearing 
ale  of  crphsted  Canada  geese,  rem 
Anna  Rxjuin  and  JeH  Damafe 
Odeone:  Knstagtorr  (0181-315  4214) 
Marble  Arch  (0181-3154216)  Swtee 
Cottage  (01 81315  4220)  Ritzy  (01 71- 
7372121)  UaWhttal«|»Q(09B0 
888990)  Vlrgtaa:  Chalsea  (0171-352 
5096)  TroewderoB  (0171 -434  0031) 
Warner  (0171-437  4343) 


Pi&swnetebyBJC  Deuce  Theebw 
Wycombe  Sno.  SI  Maty  Street 
(01494  612000)  Tortgrt,  8pa 

LEfCSSTER  Sometfang  spedai 
Krttvyn  Hwnar  ooaaes  over  *o  play  the 
«e  role  ii  King  Lear.  Katana  Kaut- 
Howsondkects  and  Marcela  Magni 
plays  the  Fod.  raMving  s  partnership 
tost  seen  to  Theafr  Ckyifa  7?»  Rasa 
Tattoo  two  yeas  ago. 

Kqmrkat  Betgrave  Gate  (01 16253 
9797).  Reviews  begin  tortgttt.  730pm 
Opens  Feb  26, 730pm.  TlW  TueSat. 
78Gcm  (Sats  Mandt  Z2  and  29,  fipm); 
mare  Wad  (March  59. 2pm,  Sos  (March 
22. 29).  4pm.  Una  March  a. 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Barbican.  Uteia  Ae  and  Kens  Caper 
Potters  in  ParaM:  Modem  An  In  Attain 
1910-1914(0171-6384141}.  .SrtBab 
Muaeun:  Hairs  olftome-lheShapngct 
Britain  AD40O800 101 71 -636  IBS) 

CCA  GeBertaac  VW  Archer  New 
Partings  (0171-4996701)  Central 
Saint  Martbre  Colage  of  Art  and 
Design' Orocdon  "9T—  TheCoOsgu 
Edtoteon  (0171-514  7000)  .Ehury; 
Sate  YMUyiy  (01 7T -730  89991 . 
NaHorwt  Young  Gekttooraufiri  (0171- 
747  2886) ...  The  October  Bstalh 
Lrtouschtfc  New  Worts  (0)  71-242 
7367)  ..  Royal  Academy  Braque: 

The  Late  Worts  (01 71 -439  7438) ... 
Sssteftf-  Rone  fiaa;  Gary  Hone  pi  71- 
624 8299)..  Tbeo Weddogton Aw 
Art  Nldteias  hbndbiff  Racak 
Paintings  (01 71 4S4 1584) 


production  of  Atoce's  seartig  play. 
AMeych.  Aldwych.  WC2  (0171-416 
6003).  Mon-Ste,  7 15prc  mat  Sat, 
215pm.  Unti  March  22. 

□  WOMHIONTHEVQIGEOF 
ffiTT;  Hi  toto  comady  by  More  Jones, 
dbeOedby  Pam  Bngmon,  witti  Mam 
Jonas  and  Been  Pdfcxi  as  two  women 
davotad  w  the  anger  Daniel  O’Oomet 
and  PnefenDiav  as  the  young  wader  • 
who  araware  lhair  tantertes. 

VeudevOe.  Stand,  WC2  (0171-836 
9067).  Now  pwviowteg.  7.45pm.  Opens 
March  3, 7pm  7han  MoreStf.  7>45pnt 
mats  Thure  and  Sol  3pm. 

LONG  RUNNERS 

a  Blood  Braflierw-Phoerm  (01 71-369 
1733) . . .  B  By  Josvoo;  Lyric  (0171-484 
50«5)  . .  ■  Cots-  New  London  (0171- 
405 0072?  ...□The  Complete  Worin 
of  WtauiShakasperew  (Abridged): 
Criterion  £0171-369  1737)  .  □DooT 
Drees  far  Ofaner  Ouchesa  (01.71 -404 
SOTO)  . .  ■  Grans:  Cambridge  (0171- 
494  5080) . . .  G  Mretta  Guenw 
Mice  Edward  (01 71-447  540G  . . 

■  L«s  MMinHee;  Palace  (0171-434 
0909)  . .  □HMMousaksp: 

SI  Martn’s  (0171-836 1443)  . . 

B  Starflgla  Czpraar  Apoio  Victoria 
10171-4168064)..  B Sunset 
Boulevard.  AdelpN  {0171  -344  0055] 

B  The  Womei  inBlacir  Rtew 
(0171-8363238) 

Tkkei  Worewbon  aupp&ed  by  Sooety 
ol  London  Theatre 


♦  M  LOVE  AND  WAR  (15)'  Thai 
romantic  drama  from  Orchard 
Aaenboreu^i.  based  on  Emast 
Hemingway's  wartime  ling  wdh  a  Red 
Cross  ruse  VWhSanrtaBAKkand 
Chris  CTDomel 

Itartteju  6} (0171-638 8B91J  Orisons; 
Koneteigkia  {0181-315  4214)  Marble 
Arch  (0181-315  4216)  Sorias  Cottage 
(0181-3154220)  Rfctenond  10181-332 
OCQQ)  UCt  Whtoleya  (0990-888  990) 
Vbgfria:  Cbetaas  (01 71-35?  SOMQ 
Heymertwt  (01 71 -839 1527)  Warner 
West  End  (0171-4374343) 

♦  101  DALMATIANS  [U]  Gten  Ctae 
teiocia  spore  ofl  the  do^  in  ttia  ha- 
action  edttan  of  (ha  cartoon  dassai 
WHh  JaS  Daniels  ate  Joely  Rchadsun. 
Drector.  Stephan  Herek. 
OrtaonreKomlngtaa  (0181-3154214) 
Mambre  G  (01 81 -315  4215)  Ua 
WNtaleys  (9(0990888990?  Ybgtas; 
ChctaM  (01 71 -352  509^  Rdhere 
Rood  (0171-370  2B36)  -nocoderaG 
{0171-434  0031)  Werner  G  (Ol  71-437 
4343)  Wetaraans  (0181  -568  1 1 76) 

♦  SHFS  IHEONE(IS).  Skgrtbut 
amMblefaidy  comedy  bom  Edeaid 
Bums,  deectar  ol  The  &offrers 
McfriuBen  VWth  Cenrwran  Diaz,  John 
Mahoney  and  Jerrtter  Artsten 
ASC  Tottenham  Court  Raed  (0)77- 
6366148)  Odeons:  Kenstaghm  «H8t 
3154214)  Swiss  Cottage  (0181315 
4220)  West  End  (0181-3154221)  RRzy 
(0171-7372121)  UCI  WhBaieysG 
[0990  888990)  Virgin  Chetsoa  (0171- 
3525096) 


ill 


Suddenly,  Paul  Rodgers  is  be¬ 
coming  a.name  to  drop.  First 
there  was  the  Tony  Blair 
Desert  Island  Discs  when  the 
PM-in-waiting  told  the  world  that  had 
he  been  able  to  sing  like  the  one-time 
Free  man  he  would  have  kicked  politics 
in  tiie  head.  Then  there's.Reef.  the  neo 
blues-rockers  whose  narae  is  an  ana¬ 
gram  of  Free  (although  their  lead 
singer,  wilful  boy,  has  chosen  to  sound 
like  Mick  Jagger).  And,  in  the  music 
press,  reviews  of  gigs  by  . 

bands  whh  singers  who 
can  actually  sing  are  be-  C 
ginning  to  compare  them 
to  the  man  whose  voice,  at  ni 

the  age  of  47,  has  lost  little 
of  its  tuneful  strength.  rprn. 

And  where  is  Rodgers  Iau' 

himself?  Slogging  around  _  v  f 

Britain,  on  his  latest  tour.  “v  A 
the  umpteenth  of  a  career 
that  began  nearly  30  DaMS 

years  ago.  and  has  seen  c  » 
his  various  bands  sell  13X1 1 

more  than  125  million 
records.  He^  spent  most 
of  the  past  three  or  four  years  similarly 
occupied,  "happily  an  the  road,  build¬ 
ing  up  to  tins  alburn".  The  album  is 
Now,  the  fourth  to  go  out  under  the 
Rodgers  name  as  opposed  to  that  of  a 
band. 

And  what  bands  they've  been.  The 
first  was  Free,  four  boys  who  shook  the 
world,  or  at  least  gave  it  something  to 
think  about,  in  the  early  1970s.  Then 
there  was  Bad  Company,  which  con¬ 
quered  America.  And  the  Firm,  in 
which  Rodgers  played  alongside  the 
post-Zeppelin  Jimmy  Page.  And  the 
Law.  with  former  Face  Kenney  Jones 
on  drums.  OK.  maybe  not  the  Law. 

It  is.  on  the  whole,  a  CV  to  be  proud 
of  and.  unlike  many  another  faded  star 
who  would  refuse  to  admit  that  their 
latest  album  is  not  perhaps  their  best. 
Rodgers  is  proud  of  his  past.  So  much 
so  that  the  set-list  for  the  current  tour  is 
a  musical  history  lesson  —  Paul 
Rodgers,  his  Life  and  Times. 

He  is  aware  that  his  audience  today 
largely  comprises  people  who  became 
fans  two  decades  and  more  ago.  There 
just  has  to  be  a  connection  between 
Now’s  entry  into  theTop^ 40  and  the  feet 
that,  along  with  the  new  stuff,  comes  a 
free  Unuweditioo  live  CD  of  Rodgers 
ringing  the  old  stuff.  “The  people  who 
remember  Free  and  Bad  Company  are 
my  fan  base,"  he  says.  "When  I  did  a 
tour  singing  the  blues  a  couple  of  years 
ago.  they  stiD  wanted  to  hear  Free 
songs  as  well  Even  the  bands  that 


C  People 
who 

remember 
my  former 
bands  are  my 
fan  base  5 


Few  guitarists  were  better  at 
waiting  than  Kossoff.  who 
could  make  a  single  note 
stretch  around  the  block  before 
searing  into  a  solo.  Fraser,'  who  had 
played  in  John  Mayall’s  Bluesbreakers 
before  joining  Free —by  -which  time  he 
was  all  of  16 — produced  little  rounded 
blobs  of  noiies,  carefully  spaced  for 
maximum  effect  Kirke  conld  drum 
Like  a  hurricane,  but  he  could  also  slow 
things  down,  "almost  to  nothing," 
Rodgers  says.  “A  drummer  in  another 
of  ray  bands  couldn’t  He'd  just  stop." 

As  did  Free,  after  the  huge  success  of 
the  band’s  third  album,  fine  and 
Water,  and  the  comparative  failure  of 
the  fourth,  the  sublime  but  uncommer¬ 
cial  Highway.  Still  in  their  late  teens  or 
early  twenties,  they  wanted  to  try  new 
things  on  their  own.  At  least,  three 
quarters  of  them  did.  Kossoff  went  on 
to  drugs. 

“We’d  never  been  a  drugs  band,  but 
when  we  broke  up  Koss  moved  to 
Portobello  Road,  which  at  the  time  was 
rife  with  every  kind  of  chemical 
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Never  copied,  -  .  ^ 

rarely  bettered* 

Paul  Rodgers  on 
bis  30  years  as  the*- 
voice  of  British  . 
blues-nock 


The  face  may  not  be  familiar  any  more,  but 


the  voice  of  Paul  Rodgers  still  stirs  at  least  one 


politician’s  blood.  Chris  Campling  reports  . 


were  backing  me  wanted  to  play,  the 
Free  songs.”  ••  •  .  \  . 

And  so,  along  with  tbe  new  stuff, 
audiences  are  able  to  sing  along  again 
to  the  iikes  of  All  Sight  Now  (still  being 
played,  otl  a  radio  station  somewhere 
in  the  world,  every  45  seconds),  Mr  Big 
and.  from the  Bad  Company  days.  Feel 
Like  Making  Love  and  mat  theme  tune 
to  an  imaginary  western.  Bad  Com¬ 
pany  ttseUT  These  are  the -songs  that 
resonate  with  people  who  were,  young 

_  when  they  first  bard 

them,  and  are  middle- 
)Dle  agedTtpw. 

r  '  Free,  in  particular,  had 

LQ  a  sound  all  of  their  own,  a 

’  combination  of  Rodgerses 

nW  voice,  Andy  Fraser’s  bass- 

1  •  ■  playing,  the  fate .  Paul 

——p*.  KossofPs  guitar  and  Si- 

mon  Ki rice's  chumming. 

mv  ToSetho%  they1  produced 

LTC  Uiy  a  blues-rock,  or  counCry- 

_  blues,  or  hard-rock  music 

ISe  j '  .  that  could  only  have  been 

^ made  by  them,  like  the 
individual  Beatles.  Free 
apart  were  never  quite  as  good  as  Free 
together.  • 

"A  lot  of  the  sound  was  to  do  with  tbe 
way  the  songs  wore  written.”  Rodgers 
says.  “The  chords  themselves  were 
very  simple  indeed;  it  was  the  spaoe  we 
left  between  them.  It's  something  I 
learnt  from  the  blues  — -  you  wait,  and 
wait ...  and  then  you  deliver.” 


Paul  Rodgers  onstage:  if  someone  in  the  audience  calls  for  tfae  oki  Free 
hit  Wishing  Well,  don’t  be  surprised  if  it  turns  out  to  be  Tony  Blair 


rubbish."  Rodgers  says.  “The  drugs 
became  something  of  a  prop,  and  they 
took  hold  of  him  very  quickly. 

“Andy  suggested  that  if  we  got 
together  again  it  might  heJn  Koss.  So 
we  made  albums,  toured,  but  it  was 
disastrous.  Wetf  get  to  the  gig  thinking 
he  was  OK.  and  then'we’d  reafiseTre'd 
taken  something  and  it  was  just 
kicking  in.  five  minutes  before  we  went 
onstage." 

The  tide  of  the  lari  Free  album 
captured  the  feeling  the  other  band 
members  had  at  watching  their  friend 
go  to  the  dogs.  It  was  called  Heart- 
breaker.  Free  were  ho  more  again,  and 
Kossoff  was  dead  within  three  years.- . 

By  then  Rodgers  and  Klrke  were 
tagger  rock  stars  than  they  had  ever 
been  with  Free.  Bad  Company,  foe 
band  named  after  the  scarg,  had  wooed 
and  won  America. The  two  Free  men. 
akmg  with  farmer  Mott  foe  Hoople 
guitarist  Mick  Ralphs  and  King  Cam- 
son  bass  playo-  Baz  Burrell,  toured 
America  obsessively.  '‘With  Free  we’d 


done  month-long  tours.  Now  we  were 
doing  six-month  tours,  playing  six 
rimes  a  week.”  They  had  tiiefr  own  tour 
aircraft,  and  Stretch  limos  to  meet  diem 
on  tiie  tarmac.  “That'S  where  the 
money  went"  Rodgers  says.  That  and 
a  bitofdodgy  accounting." 

'today,  Tie  uses  foe  house  he  bought 
in  Surrey  with  the -royalties  from  All 
Right  Now  as  little  more  than  a  placfe  in 
which  to  hang  his  hat  between  tours. 
Fraser  is  writing  songs  In  Los  Angeles; 
Kirke  is  still  part  of  a  band  called  Bad 
Company  that  still  criss-crosses  Ameri- 
ca-They.stBl  talk. 

And  tiie  Blair  accolade?  "'Very  flatter¬ 
ing.  If  I  had  known  how  much  politics 
there  was  in  the  music  business,  I 
might  have  gone  into  politics.” 

9  The  single.  Soul  erf  Love,  and  album. 

.  Now.  are  released  by  SP\ 1  Recordings.  Paul 
Rodgers  plays  Glasgow  Barrowiands  tomor¬ 
row  night:  Newcastle  City  Hall  (Sun): 
Manchester  Apollo  (Mon):  Wolverhampton 
CWc  Hall  (wed);  London  Forum  (Thun) 
aruLLandon  Shepherds  Bush  Empire  (Fri) 
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QUEEN'S  THEATRE 

0171  494  5042 
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■  POP2 

A  wonderful 
fording  debut, 
Be<*utiful  Freak. 
marks  Eels  out  as  . 
a  breed  apart  from 
most  US  bands 


■  POP3 

Orb’s  latest 
instrumental  . 
release,  Orblivion, 

continues  to 
redefine  the  concept 
of  pop  music 


THE^ 


ART 


«  ■  POP  4  , 

The  California 
rapper  Warren  G 
delivers  a  stylish, 
welPmanicured 
menace  on  his 
new  album 


Electric  music  for  mind  and  body 


POP  ALBUMS: 

David  Sinclair 

on  a  lo-fi  classic 

~%EeisTmid~ 

some  high 
energy  from  Orb 


EELS 

Beautiful  Freak 
D  ream  worksV  M  CA 
(DRD  50001  £lS.49i 
TOO  many  American  groups 
have  been  indulging  in  an 
orgy  of  noisy  navel-gazing  for 
too  long.  Thankfully,  although 
Eels  can  be  loud  and  their 
lyncs  have  an  introspective 
slant,  their  wonderful  debut. 
Beautiful  Freak,  marks  them 
out  as  a  breed  apart 
The  trio  come  from  Echo 
Park,  Los  Angeles,  a  bohemi¬ 
an  neighbourhood  with  its  fair 
share  of  urban  blight,  as 
depicted  by  the  song  Susan's 
House  in  which  singer  and 
songwriter  E  catalogues  a 
series  of  shocking  street  vi¬ 
gnettes  with  a  sad  but  un¬ 
blinking  eye.  In  other  songs  he 
explores  the  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  the  outsider,  never 
more  acutely  so  than  on  Guest 
List,  in  which  he  cleverly  turns 
the  situation  of  being  excluded 
from  the  privileged  circle  of. 
freeloaders  at  a  gig  into  a 
metaphor  for  broader  fadings1 
of  soda!  rejection. 

But  the  predictable  heavy 
rock  arrangements  and  self- 
indulgent  tone  that  have  been 
the  bane  of  so  much  American 
music  in  recent  years  are 
entirely  absent,  replaced  in¬ 
stead  by  the  marvellously 
dreamy  chord  sequences  and 
left-field  instrumental  textures 
of  Not  Ready  Yet  and  Novo- 
caine  for  the  Soul  and  by 
words  which  combine  a  weary 
sense  of  alienation  with  a  dry,  . 
melancholy  wit 
"When  I  came  into  this 
world  they  slapped  me/And 
every  day  since  ’  then  I*m 
slapped  again,-  E  strife  in. 


Blur  could  manage  it  for- . 
only  one  week,  likewise 
White  Town,  LL  Cool  J 
and  U2.  These  days,  getting  to 
No  1  in  the  singles  charts 
seems  to  be  easy  —  I’m 
planning  to  do  it  ntyself  next 
week  —  but  staying  there  is 
another  matter.  In  the  olden . 
days,  when  pop  stars  talked 
about  bringing  down  die  stock 
market  rather  than  floating 
themselves  on  it,  singles  had  a 
long  and  active  life.  Bom  into 
the  lower  fifties,  a  single 
would  work  hard  at  bettering 
itself  over  a  number  of  weeks, 
hitting  the  Top  40  in  adoles¬ 
cence,  the  Top  Ten  in  prime 
child-bearing  years,  partying 
all  the  way  to  No  1  and  staying 
long  enough  to  Introduce  itself 
to  everyone  before  gently  tum¬ 
bling  towards  retirement. 

These  days,  however,  the 
singles  chan  has  become  fe¬ 
brile  and  frantic,  like  speeded- 
up  film  of  the  night  sky.  with 
each  star  just  a  white,  cine- 
week  streak,  and  everything  in 


“A  sense  of  wonder  and  adventure,  stimulating  a  voyage  of  the  imagination  that  more  earthbound  music  never  could":  Orb  have  lift-off  to  Orblivion 


Flower,  bat  caps  off  his  reverie 
with  a  steely  vow  ot  “Yoa  see, 
T  know  I’m  gonna  win." 

Eds  are  going  to  win  too; 
friends,  admiration,  .  perhaps 
riches  beyond  belief  and  most 
certainly  love  for  a  record  that 
does  fbe-predse.  opposite  of 
numbing  tiie  souk  ' 

ORB  •  1 

Orblivion 

(Island  524347  £15.4Sf) 

NOT  since  the  era  of  the 
Shadows  and  the  Tornados . 
have  mainirtreain  tastes  Teen 
so  attuned  to  the  charms  of 
instrumental .  music  But, 
thanks  to  acts  such  as  Orb,  die 
reeducation  process  has  gone 


far  beyond  accepting  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  lyric  and  voice  arid 
into  realms  of  impressionism 
that  have  effectively  redefined 
the  concept  of  popular  music 
.  Mundane  conventions  such 
as  key  or  time  signatures 
amid  only  be  ascribed  in  a 
fairly  loose  sense,  if  at  all,  to 
most  of  the  pieces  on 
Orblivion,  with  the  obvious 
exception  of  the  eminently 
danceable  hit,  Tcocygene.  And 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can:  be  ordered 
from  die  Times  Music 
Shop  on  0345-023  458 


yet  the  scurrying  sound  col-  rocks  tumbling  dawn  a  hill- 
Iages  that  comprise  numbers  side,  have  a  repetitive  st ruo- 
such  as  Asylum  and  Ubiquity,  lure  every’  bit  as  nagging,  in 
with  their  spacey.  dub  sound  their  way,  as  a  conventional 
effects  and  electronic  percus-  verse/chorus  melody  and 
sion  patterns  that  sound  like  chord  sequence. 

v;  *  ■ 

1  (1)  Blur . . .  Blur  (Food) 

2  (3)  Spice _ _ _ Spice  Girls  (Virgin) 

3  (2)  White  on  Blonde _ .Texas  (Mercury) 

4  (19)  The  Smurfs  Hits  ’97-  Vo!  1 . : . Smurfe  (EMI  TV) 

5  Hi  Evita _ ...........  Original  Soundtrack  (Warner  Bros) 

6  (_)  Attack  of  the  Grey  Lantern . Martsun  (Parlophone) 

7  (10) .  Tragic  Kingdom——. _ —  No  Doubt  (lntetscope) 

8  (6)  Blue  is  the  Colour  . . .  Beautiful  South  (Gol  Discs) 

9  (8)  Ocean  Drive  . . . Lighthouse  Family  (Wild  Card) 

10  (5)  Glow...— _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Reef  (Sony  S2) 


Copyright  ON 


Rgua  in  tractes  denotes  bst  mek's  postm 


A  more  accessible  collection 
than  previous  albums.  Orb- 
livion  retains  a  sense  of  won¬ 
der  and  adventure, 
stimulating  a  voyage  Of  the 
imagination  that  more  earth- 
bound  music  never  could. 

WARREN  G 

Take  a  Look  Over  Your 

Shoulder  (Reality) 

(Def  Jara/Mercury  533  484 
£1559) 

HAVING  defined  his  own  era, 
no  less,  with  the  massively 
successfol  debut  album.  Regu¬ 
late  ...  G  Funk  Era,  Califor¬ 
nian  rapper  Warren  G  has 
carved  a  niche  for  himself  in 
the  singles  chart  with  his  rap 


Make  my  single  a  cheap  day  return 


constant  movement.  A  case  in 
point  .Would  .be!  Blurt 
Beedebum it  entered  the 
chart  at  No  i,  slipped  to  No  7 
tire  following  week  and 
•  dropped  to  17  foe  week  after  — 
foe  (juideest  slide  ever  record¬ 
ed  by  any  singfe  debuting  at 
the  try. 

This  rapid  turnover  is  due  to 
several  factors,  the  main  one 
being  marketing.  In  order  to 
ensure  a  high  entrypamt,  CD 
singles  retell  for  99p  in  the 
first  week,  of  sale,  before 
reverting  to  the  more  usual 
£3.99.  As  only  somebody  with 
jam  fbr.brains  would  pay  four 
times  as  much  as  they  need  to 
for -.a  couple  of  songs,  foe 
majority  of  sales  take  place  in 
the  first  week  of  release.  As  a 
result,  we’ve  seen  the  rise  of 
“in  with  a  bullet,  out  with  a 
load  weight  attached  to  its 


ankles”  singles. 

Within  foe  indus¬ 
try  none  of  this  real¬ 
ly  matters .  that 
much.  No  one. 
makes  money  from 
singles,  which  are 
seen  as  glorified, 
glamorous  trailers 
for  foe  albums  from 
.which  they  come.  CAI 

And,  provided  you  wr 

can  slap  that  all  IVA^ 
important  “Featur¬ 
ing  foe  Nol; smash  hit  ..." 
sticker  on  the  front,  it  doesn't 
mailer  how  much  of  asmash  it 
was.  • 

However,  the  industry  still 
moans.  Brief  sojourns  in  the 
charts  are  seen  as  part  of  a 
greater  malaise  —  foe  contin¬ 
uing  decline  in  record  sales. 
This  is  mainly  due  to  foe 
absence  of  reliable  old  war- 


CAITLIN 

MORAN 


1  H  V 


Following  on  from  tfie 
acclaimed  'Toy/'  Symphony., 
Philip  Glass's  lolest 
masterpiece  brines  o 
unique  new  dimension 
to  "'Heroes"',  one  of  rock's 
semind  albums. 

"Pjvjin  Ct:  pii,  r r<ors  of  {lim-eif  in 
tjjj;  ,'73v,  olbjm.  ko  itofiy  is  tnc-i 
Ih2t  hss  crfuaSv  oul  his 


horses  who  shift 
records  whatever 
foe  climate-  Phil 
Collins,  R.E.M.  and 
foe  rest  of  the  old- 
school  crew  have 
weathered  the  mid- 
1990s  rather  badly 
and,  as  yet,  there 
are  no  tried-and- 
T  TN  '  tested  super-sellers 
JAM  to  replace  them. 

The  three  big 
names  of  last  year 
—  Spice  Girls,  Oasis  and 
Alanis  Morissette  ~  are  all 
still  very  early  on  in  their 
careers,  and  the  market  is  too 
uncertain  to  ensure  their  con¬ 
tinuing  sales  over,  say,  a 
decade.  The  industry  is  in  a 
state  of  flux,  and  nobody  really 
knows  what’s  going  on.  This, 
we  are  meant  to  believe,  is  a 
bad  thing. 

Ireland’s 

finest 

Divine  Comedy 
and  Ash  scoop 
the  awards  pool 

ALTHOUGH  the  Brits  are 
under  starter’s  orders  for  the 
bash  at  Earls  Court  on  Mon¬ 
day,.  it  was  foe  Irish  who 
jumped  foe  gun;  their  annual 
music  hiz  shindig,  the 
HeinekenfHot  Press  Rock 
Awards,  took  place  last  night 
in  Belfast  Ash  and  the  Divine 
Comedy  led  the  pack,  the 
power-pop  trio  carrying  off  foe 
gongs  for  Best  Band  and  Best 
Single  (Oft  Yeah)  and  the 
Divine  Comedy’s  Neil  Han¬ 
non  landing  Best  Songwriter 
and  Best  Album  ( Casanova J. 

After  a  year  in  which  foe 
Trish  rock  scene  was  dominat¬ 
ed  by  acts  from  foe  North  — 
singer/sangwriter  Brian  Ken¬ 
nedy,  dance  guru  David 
Holmes,  and  foe  great  Van 
Morrison  —  it  was  appropri¬ 
ate  that  the  ceremony  was 
held  outside  Dublin  for  the 
first  time.  But  the  South  was 
not  entirely  outdone:  Dublin's 
Bawl  were  voted  Best  New 
Band;  Bpyzone  were  the  Pick 
of  the  Pbps  Act  and  trad 
stalwarts  Allan  rook  the  Roots 
Award.  Radiohead  were 
deemed  foe  best  international 
live  acL 

Nick  Kelly 


And  of  course  it  is  a  bad 
thing  if  you’re  a  record  com¬ 
pany  executive  who  needs  to 
make'  long-range  financial 
estimates  as  to  whether  he  can 
afford  a  company  jet.  If  you’re 
a  groovy  punteress,  however, 
who  digs  tunes,  then  life  is 
very  sweet.  Falling  sales  mean 
that,  at  some  point,  the  still 


absolutely  ludicrous  price  of 
CDs  will  have  to  be  slashed 
just  to  keep  the  market  afloat. 
A  fast  turnover  of  acts  mean 
that  more  potential  stars  are 
being  given  a  break;  and 
restlessness  in  the  charts 
means  that  new  and  different 
sounds  are  welcomed. 

There  is  not  much  point  in 


adaptations  of  the  pop  stan¬ 
dards,  What’s  Lave  Got  to  do 
With  It  and  /  Shot  the  Sheriff. 

A  shrewd  operator  with  a 
rare  talent  for  running  with 
both  the  hare  and  foe  hounds, 
he  rucks  these  two  tracks 
safely  out  of  foe  way  at  the  end 
of  his  follow-up  album.  Take  a 
Look  Over  Your  Shoulder 
(Reality),  Jest  they  disturb  foe 
mood  of  well-manicured  men¬ 
ace  conjured  by  more  typical 
numbers  such  as  Young  Fun 
and  WTiflf  We  Go  Through, 

Warren  G  prefers  to  speak 
softly,  but  nevertheless  carries 
a  fairly  substantial  stick. 
"Warren  G.  lop  dog,  patrol¬ 
ling  the  beach /Niggas  say 
they  hard,  but  they  as  soft  as  a 
peach."  he  boasts  with  a 
languid  sneer  in  Reality,  an 
everyday  tale  of  bow  a  million¬ 
aire  gangsta  rapper  has  to 
watch  his' back. 

With  an  ear  for  melody  and 
groove  as  keen  as  his  instinct 
for  survival,  he  remains  one 
stylishly  sinister  dude. 

WHITE  TOWN 

Women  In  Technology 
(Chrysalis/EMI  7243  S  56129 
£  15.49) 

WHILE  it  might  seem  as  if 
Jyoti  Mishra  (the  man  who 
prefers  to  be  known  as  White 
Town)  stumbled  into  his 
home-studio-recorded  No  1 
single.  Your  Woman,  his  al¬ 
bum  reveals  an  artist  schooled 
in  a  lo-fi  tradition  of  songwrit- 
ing  that  stretches  from 
Baby  bird  to  the  Human 
League.  Thar  said,  there  is  a 
certain  hesitancy  to  several  of 
foe  performances  on  Women 
in  Technology  which  rather 
detracts  from  the  appeal  of 
more  straightforward  songs 
such  as  Going  Nowhere 
Somehow  and  A  Week  Next 
June.  He  is  at  his  best  when  he 
takes  more  chances,  as  when 
he  adds  scratchy  effects  and  a 
twist  of  Indian  influences  to 
Thursdqy  at  the  Blue  Note 
and  steals  the  bass  line  from 
foe  Animals  hit  We  Gotta  Get 
Out  of  This  Place  to  create  an 
eerie,  moonlit  soundscape  on 
foe  intriguingly  titled  77te 
Function  of  the  Orgasm. 


singles  hanging  around  — 
indeed,  I  think  if  depresses  foe 
nation  as  a  whole  when  an¬ 
gles  become  freakishly  long- 
lived.  I  still  look  back  on  Wet 
Wet  Wet’s  11-week  stretch  at 
Nol  with  the  same  kind  of 
embittered  melancholy  with 
which  First  World  War  veter¬ 
ans  reflect  on  the  Somme. 

And  besides,  foe  world  is  a 
more  exciting  place  when  each 
week  spits  out  a  new  pop  hero, 
a  new  No  1.  There  can  never 
be  too  many  stars. 


■  POP5 

The  man  known  as 
White  Town  reveals 
himself  to  be  an 
artist  well-schooled 
in  the  lo-fi 
song  tradition 

Those 
who  can’t, 
teach 

TO  JUDGE  by  foe  rim  of 
empty  seals,  the  holistic  senti¬ 
ments  of  George  Winston’s 
music  no  longer  seem  lo  enjoy 
the  following  they  had  a 
decade  and  more  ago.  The 
young  professionals  who  once 
displayed  Windham  Hill  al¬ 
bums  on  their  shelves  may  be 
loo  high  up  the  executive 
ladder  to  spare  the  time  for 
folksy  piano  sketches  of  corn¬ 
fields  in  foe  Midwest  sun. 

Or  it  could  be  they  have 
realised  that,  while  his 
rhapsodising  makes  accept¬ 
able  mood  music,  its  short¬ 
comings  become  all  too 
obvious  in  a  concert  hall. 
Although  Winston  aspires  ro 

George  Winston 
Queen  Elizabeth  Hall 


foe  stark  grandeur  of  an  Ansel 
Adams  landscape,  his  saccha¬ 
rine  themes  and  rippling  bro¬ 
ken  chords  are  more  redolent 
of  The  Waltons. 

But  for  all  his  technical 
limitations,  ir  is  hard  to  dislike 
a  musician  who  goes  to  such 
lengths  to  explain  his  influ¬ 
ences  in  his  programme  notes, 
and  to  point  his  audience  in 
the  direction  of  the  genuine 
article.  His  musicological  in¬ 
terests  also  prompted  a  brief 
display  of  harmonica  blowing, 
and  a  demonstration  of  foe 
Hawaiian  tradition  of  acoustic 
guitar  playing  known  as 
“slack  kty"  guitar. 

Whether  or  not  you  cared 
for  his  prim  excursion  into 
stride  piano.  Winston  eagerly 
listed  the  Fats  Waller  and 
Teddy  Wilson  recordings  that 
should  be  required  listening. 
We  are  indehted  to  him,  wo, 
for  his  unremitting  advocacy 
of  the  late  New  Orleans  R&B 
piano  master,  James  Booker. 

When  Junco  Partner.  Book¬ 
er'S  cult  classic,  was  finally 
reissued  a  few  years  ago, 
Winston  supplied  copious  lin¬ 
er  notes.  His  own  approxima¬ 
tion  of  Booker's  style  lacks  foe’ 
pounding  sense  of  delirium  to 
be  found  in  foe  originals.  His 
lighter  touch  was  better  suited 
to  selections  from  his  new 
album,  dedicated  to  the  jazz 
pianist  Vince  Guaraldi.  best 
remembered  for  foe  sound¬ 
track  to  foe  TV  version  of  the 
Peanuts  cartoon  strip.  If  a  live 
action  version  is  ever  made, 
Winston  would  be  a  good 
choice  for  the  Beethoven-ob¬ 
sessed  Schroeder. 

Cxjve  Davis 


“...delightful,  moving  and  funny  drama." 

“...irresistibly  wonderful.” 


=  C  •  £hP:n£ 


...simply  the  best,  most  inventive,  fictional  pop 
anthology  of  the  decade." 


4^^ 


grace  of  my  heart 
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FAX: 

0171 782  7899 


Contact  us  first  for  friendly,  expert  advice 
on  suitable  Easter  revision  courses  and 


EDUCATIONAL  CONSULTANTS 

126  •  130  Regent  Street,  London  W1R  6EE 
TeL  0171  7340161  Fat  0171437  1764 


MPW 

Mander  Portman  Woodward 

A  Level  &  GCSE 
Revision  Courses 

Group  courses  are  offered  during  the 
Easter  holidays  and,  in  London,  are 
exam  board  specific. 

Individual  tuition  can  be  arranged  during 
the  hair  term  and  Easter  holidays. 
Accommodation  is  available  in  Bristol. 
Cambridge  and  Birmingham. 

London  (Sciences) 

0171  5848555 
London- (Arts) 

0171  835  1355 
Birmingham 
0121  4549637 
Cambridge 
01223  350158 
Bristol 
01179255688 


4* 


A  GCSE,  A/$  Levels 
1  year,  2  year  &  Rest  Courses 

Easter  Revision 

Ashbourne  independent  Scdh  FoneCoflege 
17  Old  Ctut  Race.  London  WS«>L  0171-073858 


CIFE 


s  li  b  o  u  r  n  e 


Easter  Revision 
at  St-  Andrwrt 

The  First  in  Cambridge 

mm  Over  20  years'  experience. 

■■  Maximum  class  size  of  8. 

Ml  30  hours*  teacher  contact  each  week. 
M  End  of  course  report. 

M  Regular  testing. 

M  Supervised  study  periods. 

M  Social  evening. 

mm  Hail  of  Residence  accommodation. 

M  Registered  with  the  WE  & 

Recognised  as  Efficient  by  the  8AC 
M  Highly  competitive  fees  structure- 


57.  Andrew's.  2A  Free  School  Lane. 
Cambridge  CB2  3QA. 
i  Tel:  01223  3*50040  Fax.  01223  467150 


Campbell  Harris 

CE,  GCSE  &  A  LEVEL 
EASTER  REVISION  COURSES 
TEL:  0171 937  0032  for  information 
1 85  Kensington  High  St 
London  W86SH 
FAX  01 71  9381466 


EASTER  COURSES 

AT 

Hertford  &  Jesus  Colleges 
OXFORD 
A  LEVEL  &  GCSE 

Ghcrwcfi  Tutors  tong  estahfisfwd  Easter  Course. 
Intensive  tuition  in  a  demarefing  yet  grtnufcmng  and 
friend^  environment. 

TEL;  01845-242670  FAX:  01845-791761 


LANGUAGE  COURSES  ABROAD! 


FRANCS*  GERHART  *  WUS  *  SP7UE  •  ECUADOR  •  RUSSIA 


COURSES  STA/mta  EVERT  FQ/mUQHZ- 
_ LASTING  FROM  2  WEEKS  TO  9  MONTHS 

it  SUITABLE  FOR  ALLtEVElS.  tNCLUDttiG  BEGRtNgRS 


EF 


International  CaMnawfaratmaue: 

Language  Schools  (01Tt)  795 6675 


r 

ab: 

BEY 

BIRMINGHAM 

CAMBRIDGE 

LONDON 

MANCHESTER 

All  Subjects  0121 236  7474 

Maths  &  Sciences  01223  328  686 

Maths  &  Sciences  0171 229  5928 

All  Subjects  0161 236  6836 

] 

EASTER  REVISION 

|  Accommodation  available  { 

DAVIES  LAING  &  DICK  COLLEGE 

EASTER  RE  VISION 

A  comprehensive  range  of  courses  at  A  level  and  GCSE 
Over  60  years  of  success 

0171  727  2797 

K)  Bembridge  Square,  London  W2  4ED 

E-maikdId@diroaiLco.uk 


EASTER 
REVISION 
at  CATS 

With  examinations  fast  approaching,  an 
intensive  programme  of  revision  and  exam 
preparation,  in  small  groups,  helps  students 
succeed  at  GCSE  and  A- Level. 

fur Jurther  information  please  contact: 

01223  314431 

CATS  Round  Church  Street  Cambridge  CBS  8 AD 


"fak: ..  .  VK.-.S 


-EXCELLENCE  IN 
-INDEPENDENT 
'EDUCATION 


Easter  Revision  Courses 


LONDON  AREA 


jBayswater 
|  Hendon 
j  Kensington 
[Kensington 
Kensington 
Kereknton 
Noffing  fffl  Gate 
i  Hotling  Hffl  Gate 


Lansdowne 

Albany 

Ashbourne 

CoDingham 

Duff  MrSer 

MPW 

Abbey  Tutorial 
DLD 


0171  0164400 
0181  2025965 
0171  837  3858 
0171  2447414 
0171  2250577 
0171  5848555 
01712295928 
0171  727  2797 


R  E  G  l  O  N  A 

L 

iBntfastem 

Abbey  Tutorial 

01212367474 

|  Birmingham 

MPW 

0121  4549637 

‘  Bristol 

MPW 

01178255688 

i  Cambridge 

MPW 

01223350158 

jHanugate 

Harrogate  Tutorial 

01423501041 

!  Oxford 

Oxford  Tutorial 

01865793333 

IMaichester 

Abbey  Manchester 

01612366836 

I  For  the  highest  Academic  standards  j 

TAKE  THE  STRAIN 
OUT  OF  A-LEVEL 
&C 

rnd  16  years  of  success  ensure 


i r  I  or  ham  a  FRfcE  course  on  us 

INTENSIVE  EASTER  REVISION 
COURSES  FROM  £140 
MysrfrUMH  urntt&CmsmXk 

umkiu.au,  msmmmtm 

JOSIW  CRAIG  AND  LONGMANS  REWSWHGUB3® 
See  the  durance  we  can  mate - 

CaBiKwfDraFREERwsonPlan^andBrochure 

01727  827000 


east !•: i:  i:r\ ism\ 


•  A  level  St  GCSE 


m  Small  gram  taittoo  by  gptrirmtd  tatort 
a  &am  board  spedfle  praota 
PMittve  laeatal  •tUtade;  «s  yoor  knowledge  grows 
sowBiyonreoafiffcace 
Snbjecl  knowledge:  tmtioa  m  hey  syflabo*  ow 
Eaatastfasa  teebnlqaB  daily  practice  qaettons 


I!i7l  430  1  (.22 

|.t)M>(>\  M  V\<  111  SI  I  I 


■ 


n:or‘>y  cornmitiS'—  utor-  .".rso  <a- . 
■emphasis  .jr.cis-rsta'  icinc  thr  ojg'n 
extensive  question  anaivsis.  iicips  rc 
wild  confidence  and  makes  Duff 
the  frst  choice  tor  taste;  revs-on.' 
Call  0171  225  0577  for  details 


'/  MILLER 


ASHFORD  SCHOOL 


Kent’s  top  independent  Girl’s  School 

Following  the  affouitmait  of  Mrs  totm* 
Mefcam  BA  JP  as  Head  of  Roedean  School, 
applications  are  invited  for  ajyoinlment  as 


HEAD 


of  this  boawfing  and  day  school  of  520  pupils,  aged  3  -18. 

The  post' becomes  vacant  on.l»  January  i998,  and  offers  unusual 
scope  for  candidates  with  confidence  in  the  future  of  pnvate 
education  and  with  ihe  vision  and  energy  to  take  advantage  rf  foe 
favourable  European  position,  success  and  high  reputation  of  tins 
100-year  old  school  ■  .  ' 

Particulars  from:  .  The  Cleric  to  the  School  Council  - 
'  :  Ashford  School,  East  HIU,  Ashford 

-r1  Kent  TN24.  8PB 

Tet  01233  625171  Fax:  01233  665215 

-Applications,  close  on  28th  February  1997. 


<0xfor& 

CajSter  CoursteS 


1ST/2ND  YEAR  , 

A  LEVEL  REVISION 

Conventional  or  Uodaiar  SjOabas 

FtiDy  Residential  atSL  Hilda’s  College 

Much  22ml'  27th  and  April  1st  -  Gth 

ngb  qo^ty  coonea  na  br  at- A  lend  camteg  fbr  A  ImcI  i 
eritn.ftflfciiwil.WaLwiM.^rriWWwi 

.  Tel:  (01865)  311517  (24his) 

-  a&ntawrMCkbdCDaaB 
04 Wi 


(01483)565887 
and  300057 

Surrey  College 

Abtet  Haunt 
SptafanaRoad. 
cuhSoaKSnam. 

□  Mghly  successful  intensive  Easter 
Revision  Coucses 

□  Effective  small  group  and  1  -1  tuition 

Q  Most  A  L«d  and  GCSE  syllabuses 

as  well  as  study  sldQs  and  earn 
technique  - 

□  Experienced  tutors  EL- 

withexceUoti  results  A—- 

ncmeue 

BETTIS  BRfiBCS  AT  IHLUTCLfl 

A  1ml  8  SCSI  taster  KmMmi  Srfcssl 

NeMUm 

fc  Smm  jm  mqtmmln mi1 M W  m  far  rm  tm 

MfyifrwiliWri 

Me  ti  ha  SI  I 

Smi —  - 

TEti  81451  445123  FAX;  01458  640544 


MAKE  THE 
GRADE 


'A'  LEVEL 
EASTER 
REVISION 

Oxford  Tutorial 
College 

12  King  Edward  Street 
Oxford  OXI 4HT 
TeL  (01865)  793333 
Fax  (01865)  793233 


FLORENCE 

a-vsas" 


nEBDsrmnvn 

rtecaSavzriZ. 
SOlUFbrmu.bOr 
TttW95S3MOSl 
Fax  COW 55  28707  l 


j  Director  of  Development 

KING’S  COIXEGE 
SCHOOL- 
WBVTODEpGW 

JFoandedin  1829.  this  leading  Lbodte  Independent 
school  for  toys  wishes  to  appoint  a  Itm  clasr  *• 
professional  to  plan,  set  op  and  manaf^  a  ma^  fund 
micfrig  qmptipi  cubM  fartime  w!I  into  iteaen 

centuiy. 

The  ideal  candidate  wQl  hr  fandiar  with  the 
environment  and  sympathetic  to  the  amis  and  ethos  of. 
private  sector  education.  HtfSbe  most possess  agood 
knowiedge  of  relevant  fund  raising  techniques,  have  ' 
ctcelhait  comnmmeatkn  and  management  skills  and 
be  able  to  work  as  a  mender  of  a  team. 

Reoameratioa  wDi  be  negotiable. 

Fora  detailed  job  description,  information  about  the 
school  andm  application  form  please  telephone: 

0181-2555300 

-  KCS  ads*  to  provide  education  for  duldrai- 
Regisierwl  Charily  No:  3 1002* 


SHERBORNE  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS 


are  invited  for  the 
tins  leading  Girls 


Boarding  School  The  successal  applicant  win  be 
required  to  commence  dories  on.  1st  September. 


The  gncccasftd  candidate  is  likely  to  be  m  the 


Rail particulars  and  a  ftWn  of  application  may  be 
from  the  Cleric  to  die  Governors, 
Sherborne  School  For  Gfris,  Bradford  Road, 
Sherborne,  Dorset  DT9  3QN. 

The  doffing  date  for  applications  is  15tb  March. 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 


L£MNT>E  LANGUAGE 
ON  LOCATION 
hftmGmqr.to, 
hrqpL  bMor  ifriSpih 

AlOto.tflmk. 

cuomcMue 

EtavAcodaz/CT}  . 
77AGeorvcSncct, 

-  Croydon  CRO 1LD 
.  ABTAVMlfc  • 


the  sunimthmes 
THEM^TTMES 

EDUCATION 

FORTHCOMING  FEATURES 

POSTGRADUATE  COURSES 
Friday  28th  February  (Supplement) 
Sunday  2nd  March 

INDEPENDENT  EDUCATION 
(with  Girls  Schools) 

Friday  28th  February 

LAW  COURSES 
Friday  7th  Match 
Sunday  9th  March  - 

MBA  COURSES 
Friday  14th  March 
Sunday  16th  March  -  - 

For  farther  information  about  these 
features  or  to  advertise  pkstse 
contact  the  Education  Team  oau 

Tel:  0171 680  6800 
Fax:  0171 7827899 


EDUCATION 


Take  a  close  look  at 

St.  George's  University  School  of 

Medicine.  Here's  what  you'll  find: 

■  Moftf-nattonai  faculty  of  over 
500  educators 

■  CMcal  pra&anone  conducted 
fa  afffRsted  hospitals  In  the 
Uitited  States  and  the 
United  Kingdom 

■  88%  pass  rate  for  2*t-tfcne 
takers  in  ione  1998 
United  Staten Madtete 

.  UcensteC  Exan,  Part  I 
■SdjWeadly  wdwwnte;' ' 
conducive  to  Imralug  ' 

■  Eritlre  pwrgnanma. conducted 


If  yon.like  what  you  see  here, 
there's  even  more.  Including  oar 
two  modern  campases:  one  on 
SL  Viacem,  and  our  new  $25 
nuDipa  campus  on  Grenada. 

For  more  information,  contact: 
Office  of  Admissions,  Dept. 
AUKS,  St  George’s  University 
School  of  Medicine,  c/o  The  North 
American  Correspondent  Medical 
School  Services, -urL,  One  East  : 
Mmh  Street,  Bay  Sbbre,  NY 
1 1706-8399,  USA. 

Call:  1-516^65-8500 
Fax:  lr51£665-5590 
Bmaxl:  sgn Jsfo@sgDLedu  ' 
tadode  yooradekess  «nAphnnenmnbec 


I  Stroi^  network  of  student 
support  services 


I 

•r 


St  Gecsge’s  Univeraly 

.Scmool  ofMeocbc  • 

.  .  ■  ■Oeomh.'HeSt  lwfie$.  . 

Loot  for  us  on  the  laxmei — kpJfc**uigeorgrnixn/ffWmi* 


\ 


EDUCATION 


WITH  A  CAREER  DEVELOPMENT  LOAN  THERE  ARE 
NO  REPAYMENTS  UNTIL  YOU  RNISH  YOUR  TRAINING. 


SO  MONEY  NEEDNT  HOLD  YOU  BACK. 


*  Gnvw-awwporcorsfl  Career  Owribpm anc  J?  \nm » yes  cm  bone*  *9 

j  *nasm.hr*<omm4tHbet*up»W*yem**r3ym±.e*vnm*«*Miu*i'*>*  \ 

my  Ao  be  far  oat  rtM  noywr  kna.  for  **■  fcfanmiaii  peek  dmim  • 

■  |  WOO  51S  50$.  «r  nod  aw-eM«HM  to  C*oMrirWy>i^wTMRt  ||VfffQ  T 

iXMBSUK. 


l^ff  You^poiofmwn^cAR^^CTBmra^^fLl 


a 


TOE  TIMESFRiDAYgBRUABv  ^ 
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Maths^ 

lessons 

that  add  up 
to  success 

— Luxton  and  Graham  Last,  two 
- educationists,  on  Swiss  techniques 


Anew  approach  to  mathe¬ 
matics  teaching,  based  on 
me  success  of  Swiss 
sdwols.  is  being  devel¬ 
oped  in  this  country,  in  inter¬ 
national  maths  tests  for  pupils  aged 
J3,  Swiss  children  have  far  out¬ 
performed  pupils  in  England,  with 
an  average  score  of  70.8  per  cent 
compared  with  59.5  per  cent  here. 

A  third  of  English  pupils  could 
reach  no  more  than  the  score  of  the 
Swiss  lowest  tenth.  In  other  words, 
there  were  three  tunes  as  many  low 
achievers  in  mathematics  in  Eng¬ 
land  as  in  Switzerland.  _ 

The  weaknesses  in 
English  attainment  re¬ 
mained.  in  1990.  much 
as  they  were  27  years 
earlier  at  the  time  of  the 
first  international  tests 
in  1962.  These  weak¬ 
nesses  are  particularly 
evident  in  areas  such  as 
the  London  Borough  of 
Barking  and  Dagen¬ 
ham,  which  thought  it 
might  learn  from  the 
Swiss  experience. 

More  than  300  les-  " 

sons  have  been  recorded  by  our 
teams  of  teachers  on  their  visits  to 
Switzerland  over  the  past  three 
years.  These  observations  have 
been  supplemented  by  the  scrutiny 
of  pupils’ work,  review  of  textbooks, 
teacher  manuals  and  materials. 

All  the  observations  in  primary 
schools  have  been  of  mixed-ability 
classes.  The  differences  in  attain¬ 
ment  identified  in  the  statistics  of 
thejntemational  comparisons  have 
been  confirmed  time  after  time  by 
the  standards  achieved  in  class¬ 
rooms  as  observed  by  the  teachers. 
One  typical  example  of  what  ten 
and  Il-year-dd  pupils  can  achieve  *■- 


using 


Primary 

schools 

have 

banned  the 
use  of  the 
calculator 


was  seen  in  one  dass^  response  to 
a  sheet  of  mental  arithmetic  sums. 

The  pupils  had  three  minutes  to 
prepare  the  answers  in  their  heads. 
They  could  respond  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  (in  our  eyes)  facility  by  being 
asked  to  answer  at  random.  It  was 
not  a  circus  turn.  The  pupils* 
success  was  based  on  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  secure  mental-cal  culating 
strategies  acquired  since  the  start  of 
schooling. 

A  growing  number  erf  schools  in 
Barking  ana  Dagenham  have  been 
m k  the  Swiss  methods.  In  Swit¬ 
zerland,-  a  teacher’s 
prime  aim  is  to  ensure 
that  most  pupils  reach  a 
basic  standard  as  set  out 
in  the  curriculum  for 
each  year-group.  There 
is  a  strong  sense  of 
teachers  and  pupils 
working  together  to  en¬ 
able  the  class  as  a  whole 
to  reach  a  standard.  The 
idea  of  catching  up  is 
important 

The  curriculum  is 
______  structured  in  such  a 

way  as  to  allow  for  a 
good  deal  of  consolidation,  espe¬ 
cially  in  number.  A  faster  rate  of 
learning  in  the  later  years  of 
schooling  depends  on  a  thorough 
consolidation  of  fundamentals  at 
earlier  stages. .  >■.  - 
.  Arithmetic  accounts  for  some¬ 
thing  Eke  80  per  cent  of  maths 
teaching  in  primary  schools.  (This 
compares,  according  to  Ofeted  esti¬ 
mates,  to  most  primary  schools  in 
England  devoting  “just  over  half" 
of. the  time  allocated  to  maths  to 
number  work.)  Until  the.  age  of 
nine,’ mental  work  in  arithmetic  is 
given  precedence  over  written  me¬ 
thods.  Number  facts  are  learnt  by 


At  last,  real  help 
for  stammerers 

Norman  Miller  on  the  affliction  that 
can  ruin  some  children’s  lives 


Children  in  the  borough  of  Barking  and  Dagenham  use  an  overhead  projector  in  the  Swiss  learning  style 


heart  through  frequent  use. 

Calculators  are  seen  as  potential¬ 
ly  retarding  the  development  of 
mental  strategies  and  are  not  used 
in  primary  schools.  Whole-class 
teaching  dominates.  Lessons  have 
a  consistent  form,  pace  and  rhythm 
and  are  constructed  from  die  same 
elements.  They  are  almost  always 
45  minutes  long. 

High-quality  talk  and  discussion 
involving  the  whole  class  predomi¬ 
nates.  There  is  relatively  little 
individual  writing  during  lessons. 
Because  children  are  accustomed 
from  kindergarten  to  making  ex¬ 
tensive  oral  contributions,  thou  is 
far  less  embarrassment  about 
speaking  aloud  to  the  whole  class 
man  is  often  found  in  England. 

The  best  room  layout  is  the 
horseshoe  arrangement  of  tables  or 
desks,  promoting  maximum,  but 
controllable,  interaction  between 
pupils.  Pupils  are  involved  in 
taking  the  lesson  forward.  There . 


are  many  invitations  to  pupils  to  go 
to  the  front  to  lead  the  lesson, 
usually  with  the  help  of  an  over¬ 
head  projector  (still  little  used  in 
English  primary  classrooms). 
Children  are  helped  to  learn  by 
detailing  orally  in  correct  language 
what  they  are  doing  and  why,  and 

HThese  ideas  formed  the  basis  for 
tiie  pilot  project  in  Barking  and 
Dagenham  firm  January  to  July  in 
1995,  Sixteen  classes  of  nine-year- 
olds  (Year  Four)  from  six  schools  — 
400  pupils  —  took  part 

After  favourable  initial  reactions 
by  teachers  and  pupils,  it  was 
derided  to  extend  the  project  in  the 
autumn  term  of  1995  to  include  all 
Year  Fbur  and  Five  dasses  in  these 
six  schools;  a  total  of  850  pupils. 

Much  was  achieved-  The  capaci¬ 
ty  of  aU  the  child  renin  the  dasses  to 
speak  correctly,  at  the  right  pace 
and  volume,  was  greatly  improved. 
A  new  air  of  enthusiasm  was 


created  in  many  dasses,  which  was 
recognised  by  teachers,  pupils  and 
also  by  parents  who  saw  the 
results. 

We  are  convinced  that  much  of 
this  bask  work  should  be  tackled 
when  the  children  are  younger,  as 
on  the  Continent.  A  new  phase 
began  in  21  schools  In  Barking  and 
Dagenham  in  November  with  Year 
Two  dasses  (six-year-olds).  We 
hope  soon  to  include  Year  One. 

We  are  planning  for  it  to  be  a 
long  haul.  No  overnight  transform¬ 
ation  in  attainment  should  be 
expected  from  using  the  new  meth¬ 
ods  ~  a  faster  rate  of  learning  in  the 
later  years  of  schooling  depends  on 
acquiring  the  fundamentals  during 
early  years. 

*  Roger  Luxton  is  principal  inspector 
and  Graham  Last  a  senior  inspector  in 
Barking  and  Dagenham.  Adapted  from 
Under-achievement  and  Pedagogy, /ju£- 
lished  by  the  National  institute  of 
Economic  and  Social  Research. 


For  the  estimated  100,000  pu¬ 
pils  in  Britain  who  stammer, 
wasted  potential  can  seem  in¬ 
evitable.  Now  a  video  from  the 
British  Stammering  Association 
fBSA)  sets  out  to  prevent  that  waste, 
offering  information  and  guidance 
to  teachers  who  may  suffer  from 
ignorance,  prejudice  or  uncertainty 
about  a  addition  once  described  as 
an  “enigma  wrapped  in  a  mystery”. 

Stammering  is  nor  a  product  of 
laziness  or  stupidity  —  Isaac  New¬ 
ton,  Winston  Churchill,  Alan  Tu¬ 
ring,  Jonathan  Mil¬ 
ler,  Marilyn  Mon¬ 
roe.  Rowan  Atkinson 
and  Michael  Caine 
have  all  stammered. 

The  affliction  af¬ 
fects  four  times  as 
many  boys  as  girls, 
and  can  manifest  or 
conceal  itself  in 
many  ways.  Teacher 
may  rant  even  realise 
a  pupil  has  a  stam¬ 
mer  since  a  child 
may  move  heaven 
and  earth  not  to  open 
their  mouth  in  class 
(unwittingly  feeding 
the  "lazy  or  stupid" 
myth)  or  cause  what¬ 
ever  disruption 
might  draw  attention 
away  from  their 
speech  —  at  the  same 
time,  perhaps,  gain¬ 
ing  kudos  among 
classmates  who 
would  otherwise  tor¬ 
ment  them. 

Either  way.  such 
stammerers  are  like¬ 
ly  to  lose  out  m  the  end  unless  their 
teachers  notice  the  problem  and  act 
appropriately — which  is  where  the 
ESA's  A  Chance  to  Speak  video 
and  pamphlet  come  in.  The  video 
focuses  on  a  schoolday  in  the  life  of 
12-year-old  Matthew,  starting  with 
a  fluent  confessional  to  his  (nort- 
judgmental)  hamster  about  his 
dread  of  the  coming  day.  before 
unfolding  a  depressingly  inevitable 
sequence  of  embarrassments.  Old 
standards  such  as  morning  regis¬ 
tration,  where  classmates  are  quick 
to  mock  the  first  stumble  of  the  day, 
gp  hand  in  hand  with  an  unex¬ 
pected  corridor  encounter  with  the 
school  football  Team  coach,  which 
puts  Matthew  under  more  pres¬ 
sure,  and  finally  the  torture  of  a 


Monroe  and  Newton: 
stammerers  who  made  it 


class  talk  which  Matthew's  flus¬ 
tered  form  teacher  eventually  cuts 
short  to  spare  him  some  blushes  — 
action  which  also  marks  him  out  as 
someone  “unable"  to  contribute. 

it  is  only  after  butting  in  on  some 
playground  bullying  that  Miss 
decides  to  offer  speech  therapy. 

Such  an  ideal  happy  ending  does 
not,  however,  always  square  with 
reality.  Mandy  Hitchcock,  the  spe¬ 
cial  needs  supervisor  at  a  Green¬ 
wich  comprehensive,  says  that  the 
standard  vehicle  for  providing 
extra  help  for  pupils, 
the  Special  Needs 
Register,  is  already 
overladen,  with  200 
pupils  at  her  1.0(10- 
strong  school  on  the 
register.  Such  a 
daunting  figure  takes 
in  a  wide  range  of 
problems  —  severe 
literacy  troubles, 
emotional  and  be¬ 
havioural  difficulties, 
and,  increasingly, 
medical  complaints. 

Ms  Hitchcock  ad¬ 
mits  that  stam¬ 
mering  is  not  a 
priority  in  itself,  al¬ 
though  it  can  be  a 
catalyst  for  mare 
severe  behavioural 
problems  that  do 
manage  to  gain  at¬ 
tention. 

Some  succour 
comes  in  the  special 
needs  recommenda¬ 
tions  issued  by  the 
Department  for  Edu¬ 
cation  for  oral  exami¬ 
nations,  although  guidelines  for 
giving  stammering  pupils  extra 
time  must  tread  a  fine  line  bevween 
trying  to  remove  the  effects  of 
dysfluency  without  giving  any  un¬ 
fair  advantage. 

Though  detailing  such  regula¬ 
tions  and  offering  general  infor¬ 
mation,  the  pamphlet  accom¬ 
panying  the  BSA's  A  Chance  to 
Speak  is  also  at  pains  to  emphasise 
the  importance  of  teacher  attitudes 
to  stammering,  both  within  the 
classroom  and  in  such  matters  as 
career  advice,  where  too  often 
stammerers  are  warned  off  whole 
spheres  of  employment  on  the  basis 
of  prejudice. 

The  video  should  help  to  change 
that. 


Academics  want  a  stake  in  the  planning  process,  says  David  Triesman 


Pundits  tell  us  tire  general  ejection 
could  be  decided  Ity  150,000  voters 
in  key  constituencies.  Votes  of  staff 
and  students  in  traditional  universities 
could  decide  the  destination  of  16  seals 
and  the  higher  education  voteas  a  whole 
could  swing  the  result  in  more  thaii  26, 
It  is  a  vote  worth  attending  to. 

The  Association  of  University  Teach¬ 
ers*  new  programme.  Higher  Education 
in  the  UJO  Mapping  the  Future, 
published  this  week,  sets  apt  standards 
we  believe  we  should  seek  for  universi¬ 
ties,  students  and  the  country,  ft 
advocates  proposals  that  could  he  taken 
an  even  in  advance  of  the  review  of 
higher  education,  chaired  by  Sir  Ron 
Dearing,  which  is  not  due  until  the 
summer.  All  prospective  parliamentary 
candidates  (FPCs)  will  receive  a  copy 
with  a  questionnaire  on  attitudes  to  it 
As  we  shall  report  back  an  responses  to 
the  questionnaire;  then  before  the  elec¬ 
torate  casts  its  votes,  the  academic 
community  wiU  know  whether  each 
PPG  has  the  interests  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  ar  heart 

Overwhelmingly,  die  academic  com¬ 
munity  wants  an  independent  pay 
review  to  replace  the  conflict  on  salaries 
of  past  years.  This  system  is.  used  for 
nearly  all  other  public  sector  pro¬ 
fessionals.  whose  salaries  have  risen 
faster  than  those  of  academics. 

The  most  pressing  issues  surround 
funding.  We  need  new  sources  of  money 
for  our  universities. 

AUT  advocates  new,  long-dated 
Learning  Bonds,  paid  for  fry  companies 
through  a  1  per  cent  increase  in 


And  now 
for  the 


corporation  tax.  The  bonds,  which 
Wild  attract  a  smalliamount  of  interest 
and  mature  after  20  years,  would  fund  a 
new  student  loan  system.  A  Learning 
Bank  would  be  set  up  to  handle  the 
loans  and  their  repayment. . . 

It  now  seems  inevitable  that  students 
will  make  a  contribution  as  beneficiaries 
and  it  is  critical  that  any  new  develop¬ 
ment  is  non-regressive  and  does  not 
become  a  motor  for  hardship,  as  at 
present.  Student  loan  repayments  would 
be  triggered  an  reaching  average  earn¬ 
ings  and  phased  over  a  much  longer 
timescale  than  the  current  five  years. 

Better  funding  should  be  allied  to 
longer  planning.  It  takes  years  to  create 
courses  or  to  launch  world-class  re¬ 
search,  yet  funding  horizons  are  year- 
by-year.  The  UK.  needs  a  stable,  five- 
year  system  so  that  we  can  plan  to  get 
into  the  top  quarter  of  tire  Organisation 
for  Economic  Cto-operation  and  Devel¬ 
opment  (OECD)  for  public  expenditure 
cm  higher  education  — then  stay  there. 
We  start  15  per  cent  below  the  average- 

It  is  essential  that  new  money  in  the 


system  is  nett  wasted.  We  should  replace 
tire  bureaucratic  method  of  quality 
assurance  with  one  which  leads  to 
constant  development  and  enhancement 
of  staff  ability.  At  present,  more  than  a 
third  of  staff  time  is.  used  pushing 
paper  around  —  without  any  discern¬ 
ible  outcomes. 

If  the  system  were  working  there 
would  be  no  background  noise  about  the 
impossibility  of  comparing  degrees 
from  different  universities.  The  UK 
would  benefit  from  full  involvement  of 
staff  and  a  scheme  for  bringing  examin¬ 
ers  together  to  compare  what  they  are 
doing. 

This  presumes  that  students  are 
getting  a  fair  deal.  .It  is  essential  in 
higher  education,  to  guarantee  every 
student  individual  leaching.  In  our 
programme  we  call  for  a  compact  with 
students  —  to  be  signed  by  both  parties 
—  where  the  explicit  right  to  personal 
teaching  is  matched  by  an  obligation  to 
follow  courses  diligently. 

These  issues  are  as  important  to  the 
profession  as  salaries  and  they  reflect 
the  seriousness  with  which  the  profes¬ 
sion  wants  a  stake  in  educational 
decisions,  AUT  wants  no  less  influence 
than  exists  for  professionals  in  medi¬ 
cine.  That  is  why  the  response  of  each 
FPC,  or  any  non-response,  will  be  the 
basis  of  a  detailed  briefing  for  each 
member.  This  is  not  the  party  political 
thing.  It  is  the  democracy  thing. 

•  The  author  is  the  general  secretary  of  the 
AUT.  Mapping  the  future  is  available  free  of 
charge  from  the  AUT.  9  Pern  bridge  Road, 
London  Wll  3JY. 


•Pupils  take  on 


V, 

-**T- 


Countering  bullying  and 
solving  homework, 
problems  are  all  in  a .. 
days  work  for  student' coun¬ 
sellors  at  Mynyddbach  Com¬ 
prehensive  inSwansea.  The  15 
and  16-year-olds  staff  the 
school's  new  courtsdlmg  room 
every  lunchtime  and ;  invite  - 
younger  pupils  to  discuss  their 
problems.  . 

The  service  was  conceived 
by  a  group  of  final-year  stu¬ 
dents  led  fry  Rachel  John,  15. 
“Having  been  bullied  in  the 
past,"  she  says,  “I,  know  that 

j.  younger  pupils  need  hfitp-’* 

$  Her  friend  Anna  Lucas,  15, 
adds:  “We  fell  that  they  would 
prefer  to  talk  to  us  rather  than 
to  teachers  because  they  often 
don’t  realise  how  hurtful 
name-calling  and  other  forms 
of  verbal  buflying  can  be.  * 
to  The  girls  realised -that  they 
needed  training  » 'make  a 
success  of  the  service-  Encour¬ 
aged  by  bead  teacher  Glyn 
Davies,  they  approached  the 


Maths  and  mediation  go  hand  in  hand  at 
a  Welsh  comprehensive,  says  lola  Smith 


West  Glamorgan  Council  far 
Voluntary  Sepncs;;  Last' term 
they  took  a  six-week  mediation 
course  run  by  Jennifer  Twelve- 
trees,  the  council's  head  of 
training. 

She  says:  “We  emphasised 
the  importance  of  listening 
and  establishing  rules  that 
covered  issues  such  as  oonfi-' ' 
dentiafity.  Lain  pointed  out 
that  a  teacher  needed  to  be 
involved  in.  case  some- of  the 
issues  raised  were  beyond  the 
students'  experience." 

The  14  students  on  the 
course  earned  a  certificate  in 
mediation  and  listening  skills. 

This  term  the  training  is 
being  put  into  practice.  “Pupils 
know  that  we  wfl!  listen  and 
that  we  care,"  says  Lyndsey 
Stokes.  16.  “We  started  out 
focusing  on  bullying  but  now 


we've  extended  the  service. 
People  may  be  falling  behind 
with  their  homework,  or  they 
may  want,  us  to  talk  to  a 
teacher  on  their  behalf.  We  try 
■  tcihdp  whatever  the  problem.” 
.  .Glyp  Davies,  the  head 
teacher,  is  delighted  with  the 
initiative.  “The  idea  came  from 
them,  and  ibe  pris  have 
.  worked  hard  to  set  up  the 
service." 

Mynyddbach  is  a  compre- 
hensrve  schoo!  for  girls  agof  11 
to  16  and  because  Rachel  and 
her  team  want  the  service  to 
continue  long-term,  they  are 
about  to  start  preparing  next 
year’s  final-year  students  for 
counselling  duties.  _  Mrs 
Twelvetrees  will  help  with  the 
training  and,  in  the  interim, 
she  and  fee  girls  plan  to 
establish  a -workshop  for  par¬ 


ents  on  conflict  resolution.  The 
group  also  wants  to  extend  the 
.  counselling  service  to  pupils  at 
Mynydd bach’s  feeder  prima¬ 
ries.  Bullying  is  no  more  of  a 
problem  at  this  school  than  at 
arty  other,  but  Rachel  wants  to 
stamp  out  tfie  problem  alto¬ 
gether. 

Her  initiative  is  welcomed 
by  Delyn  Tattum,  founder  of 
the  Countering  Bullying  Unit 
at  the  University  of  Wales 
Institute  in  Cardiff.  “Any 
scheme  that  reduces  bullying 
is  to  be  encouraged,”  he  says. 
“This  is  to  be  applauded  for 
giving  responsibility  to  young 
people.  ” 

Mr  Tattum  endorses  the 
idea  of  teacher  involvement 
and  recommends  that  the 
students  have  regular  debrief¬ 
ing  sessions  witi\  staff,  “if  they 
hear  traumatic  stories."  he 
says,  “they  may  need  help 
themselves.  Otherwise,  carry¬ 
ing  the  burden  could  become 
too  mudi  to  bear." 


\\  EXCLUSIVE  READER  OFFER 


THE  iMMi  TIMES 


of  The  Crucible 


Readers  of  The  Times 
have  the  chance  to 
enjoy  an  exclusive 
preview  screening  of 
The  Cnidble ,  with  Academy 
Award  winner  Daniel  Day- 
lewis,  Winona  Ryder  and 
Joan  Allen. 

Author  Arthur  Miller  wrote  the 
screenplay  for  The  Crucible ,  adapf- 
:  ing  his  stage  play  about  a  group  of 
teenage  girls  accused  of  witchcraft  in 
'  Salon  in  1692.  The  film,  directed  by 
Nicholas  Hytner  (director  of  The 
Madness  of  King  George)  is 
a  drama  about  collective  evil 
and  personal  guilt. 

SHOWCASE  (6.30-7pm):  Birmingham:  Errijngton; 
Bristol;  Avon  Meads;  Caireatrr.  Cross  Point;  Hasgm 
Showcase  Leisure  Park,  Baqjetkfe;  Leeds:  Bailey; 
liwetlioQfc  Norris  Gnent  Manchester 
BeBe  vfe  Noflfflgtanr  Lenton;  Peterborough 
Boongate;  Reading:  Wnnersft;  Stockton:  Teesside  ' 
tissura  Par*  Wafcdfc  Bentley  Mi  Way. 

WARMER  (6-&30pm):  Acton:  Royal  Leisure  Cinema; 
Catilir^jeGra^ 

FfoAfcy:  Great  North  Leisure  Park;  Harrow:  St 
G^or^s  Sbop|»ng  &  tetsure  Certire.  . .  .. 

ODEQN  (6-&30pm):  London:  4ff  Leicester  Square. 
*Ufil  {6.30-7pm- —  Please  collect  your  two  tree 
tickets  for  UCi  dnemas  after  1pm  on  Friday,  Febuary 
21):  MStas  Keynes:  UC1 10,  The  Pant,  602 
Midsummer  Boulevard;  Sheffield:  UCt  1G.  Crystal 
PeaksStappingCs^ 

Centro;  Doty:  UCM9,  Meteor  Centre;  West 
TtarrodcUGI 10,  Lateskie  RetaSPafc;  Swansea: 
UCI  KLQuay  Parade,  Parc  Tawe;  Poote  UC1 10, 
Tower  Park;  Preston:  UCt  10,  FBuesway.  Ashton  on 
Ftibbte;  Bractoeft  UC1 10,  The  Point,  Skimped  Hi 

L^UeVafley:UGl12,PictefeU^ 


HOW  TO  GET  YOUR 
COMPLIMENTARY 
CINEMA  TICKETS 

Collect  four  differently  numbered 
tokens  from  The  Times  and 
attach  them  to  the  voucher  which 
will  be  published  tomorrow. 
Present  the  completed  voucher 
and  tokens  at  one  of  the  cinemas 
listed  at  the  specified  time  of  the 
screening  (not  before  —  except  for 
UCI  cinemas,  see  left*).  The 
voucher  entitles  you  to  two  seats 
only  for  a  screening  of  The 
Crucible  on  Monday,  February 
24, 1997.  Seats  will  be  allocated 
on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis 
and  are  subject  to  availability. 

IraEssa&TiMEs1 
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Computer  dock  time  irrelevant  Evidence  of  provocation  required 

«*  ■  ■*•_•■'  ' rtfrunHito  f4i>r 


Director  of  Public  Prosecu¬ 
tions  v  McKeown 
DPP  v  Jones 

Before  Lord  Goff  of  Chievefey. 
Lord  MustifL  Lord  Steyn,  Lord 
Hoffmann  and  Lord  Clyde 
(Speeches  February  2u| 

Section  69  of  (he  Police  and 
Criminal  Evidence  Act  1984  was 
concerned  solely  with  die  proper 
operation  and  functioning  of  a 
cuntpuier  and  all  that  it  required 
for  a  computer-generated  state¬ 
ment  to  be  admissible  was  positive 
evidence  ihat  the  computer  had 
properly  processed,  stored  and 
reproduced  the  information  it  had 

received. 

The  malfunctioning  of  die  dock 
on  a  breath  specimen  device  did 
not  affect  the  proper  functioning  of 
the  device  in  processing  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  breath  analyser  and 
therefore  that  information  was 
admissible  in  evidence. 

The  House  of  Lords  so  held 
aUmvingappealsby  the  Director  of 
Public  "Prosecutions  against  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  Queen's  Bench 
Divisional  Court  (Lord  Justice 
Kennedy  and  Mr  Justice  AJIiort)  on 
May  27.  Id94  quashing  (0  the 
conviction  of  Sharon  McKeown  by 
VVidnes  Justices  on  April  20,  1992 
far  driving  a  motor  vehicle  with 
excessive  alcohol  in  her  breath, 
contrary  lu  section  5(1)  of  the  Road 
Traffic  Act  1988  and  (ii)  the 
conviction  of  Christopher  Jones  by 
Widnes  Justices  on  May  4. 1993  for 
failing  to  provide  two  specimens  of 
breath  for  analysis,  contrary  to 
section  7(6)  of  the  1988  Act. 

Section  69  of  the  1984  Art 
provides: 

“fit  In  any  proceedings,  a  state¬ 
ment  in  a  document  produced  by  a 
computer  shall  not  be  admissible 
os  evidence  of  any  fact  stated 
therein  unless  it  is  shown  ...(b) 
that  at  all  material  times  the 
computer  was  operaring  properly, 
or  if  not.  that  any  respect  in  which 
ii  was  nor  opera  ring  properly  or 
was  out  of  operation  was  not  such 
as  to  affect  the  production  of  the 
document  or  the  accuracy  of  its 
contents. . 

Mr  Anthony  Scrivener.  QC  and 
Mr  Steven  Everett  for  the  Crown; 
Mr  Michael  BelofT,  QC  and  Miss 
Renee  Colder  for  Ms  McKeown: 
Mr  Nigel  J.  Ley  for  Mr  Jones. 

LORD  HOFFMANN  said  that 
the  two  appeals  arose  out  of  the 
fact  that  in  late  July  1 992  (he 
computer  dock  in  the  Lion 
InUxnmeter  3000  in  use  at  Widnes 
Police  Station  was  displaying  a 
rime  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter 
slow,  in  neither  case  was  there  any 
dispute  about  the  correct  time  at 
which  the  Imuximeier  was  used;  in 
facr.  the  precise  time  was  not  a 
matter  of  any  importance.  Never¬ 
theless  the  Divisional  Court  had 
accepted  that  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
dock  reading  vitiated  both 
convictions. 

Although  both  cases  were  con¬ 


cerned  with  the  effect  of  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  time  display 
upon  the  validity  of  die  conviction, 
the  offences  charged  were  different 
and  die  legal  issues  were  not  the 
same.  His  Lordship  would  there¬ 
fore  consider  first  the  case  of  Ms 
McKeown,  who  was  convicted 
under  section  5(1)  of  the  1988  Act 
and  then  that  of  Mr  Jones,  who 
was  convicted  under  section  7(6). 

The  chief  question  in  Ms 
McKeown1*  case  was  whether  the 
evidence  of  the  Intoximetefs 
breath  analysis  satisfied  the 
requirements  of  section  69(1]  of  the 
1984  Act. 

His  Lordship  would  for  the 
moment  assume  that  the  inaccu¬ 
racy  in  the  time  display  meant  that 
"the  computer . . .  was  not  operat¬ 
ing  proplwly".  The  question  was 
therefore  whether  that  was  "such 
as  to  affect  the  production  of  the 
document  or  the  accuracy  of  its 
contents". 

If  the  words  were  read  literally, 
it  did.  In  his  Lordship*  view, 
however,  the  paragraph  was  not 
intended  to  be  readiri  such  a  literal 
fashion. 

Sectiop  o9  was  concerned  solely 
with  the  proper  operation  and 
functioning  of  a  computer.  A 
computer  was  a  device  for  storing, 
processing  and  retrieving  informa¬ 
tion.  If  tin.'  information  received  by 
the  computer  was  inaccurate,  for 
example,  if  the  operator  keyed  in 
the  wrong  name,  then  the  informa¬ 
tion  retrieved  from  the  computer  in 
the  form  of  a  statement  would 
likewise  be  inaccurate. 

But  section  69  was  not  in  the 
feast  concerned  with  the  accuracy 
of  the  information  supplied  to  the 
computer.  If  the  gas  analyser  or  the 
Infoximeter  was  not  functioning 
properly  and  gave  an  inaccurate 
signal  which  the  computer  faith¬ 
fully  reproduced,  section  69  did  not 
affect  the  admissibility  of  the 
statement.  The  same  was  true  if  the 
operator  keyed  in  the  wrong  name. 
Neither  of  those  errors  was  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  proper  operation 
or  funaiming  of  the  computer. 

.  The  purpose  of  section  69.  there¬ 
fore,  was  a  relatively  modest  one.  It 
did  not  require  the  prosecution  ro 
show  that  the  statement  was  likely 
tu  be  true.  Whether  it  was  likely  to 
be  true  nr  not  was  a  question  of 
weight  for  the  justices  or  jury. 

All  that  section  69  required  as  a 
condition  of  the  admissibility  of  a 
computer-generated  -statement 
was  positive  evidence  that  the 
computer  had  properly  processed, 
stored  and  reproduced  whatever 
information  it  received.  It  was 
concerned  with  the  way  in  which 
the  computer  had  dealt  with  the 
information  to  generate  the  state¬ 
ment  which  was  being  tendered  as 
evidence  of  a  fart  which  it  stated. 

The  language  of  section  69(1) 
recognised  that  a  computer  might 
be  malfunctioning  in  a  way  which 
was  not  relevant  to  the  purpose  of 
the  exclusionary  rule.  It  could  not 
dierefore  be  argued  that  any 


malfunction  was  sufficient  to  cast 
doubt  upon  the  capacity  of  the 
computer  to  process  information 
correctly.  The  legislature  had 
dearly  refused  to  accept  so  extreme 
a  proposition. 

What,  then,  was  contemplated 
as  the  distinction  between  a  rele¬ 
vant  and  an  irrelevant  mal¬ 
function?  There  was  only  one 
possible  answer.  A  malfunction 
was  relevant  if  it  affected  the  way- 
in  which  the  computer  processed, 
stored  or  retrieved  the  information 
used  to  generate  the  statement 
tendered  in  evidence.  Other  mal¬ 
functions  did  not  matter. 

It  followed  that  the  words  "not 
such  as  to  affect  the  production  of 
the  document  or  the  accuracy  of  its 
contents”  had  to  be  read  subject  to 
the  overall  qualification  that  the 
paragraph  was  referring  to  those 
aspects  of  die  document  or  its 
contents  which  were  material  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  statement 
tendered  in  evidence. 

Paragraph  (a)  of  section  69(3). 
which  dealt  with  improper  use  of 
the  computer,  dearly  had  that 
meaning.  The  statement  was  in¬ 
admissible  only  if  there  were 
reasonable  grounds  for  believing 
that  the  improper  use  had  caused 
the  statement  tendered  in  evidence 
to  be  inaccurate. 

It  was  argued  that  because 
paragraph  (b)  used  different  lan¬ 
guage  and  spoke  of  the  "produc¬ 
tion  of  the  document  or  the 
accuracy  of  its  contents”  rather 
than  being  concerned,  as  in  para¬ 
graph  (a),  with  the  accuracy  of  "the 
statement”  ir  must  have  a  different 
meaning. 

But  there  could  not  have  been 
any  difference  in  the  purpose  of  the 
two  paragraphs:  in  both  cases  the 
legislature  was  concerned  with  the 
reliability  of  the  statement  ten¬ 
dered  in  evidence  as  a  properly 
processed  and  reproduced  piece  of 
information.  On  the  point  now  in 
issue  it  would  be  quite  irrational  if 
the  effect  of  the  two  paragraphs 
was  not  the  same. 

The  justices  had  had  before 
them  a  certificate  signed  by  a 
police  sergeant  under  paragraph  8 
of  Schedule  3  to  the  1984  Ad  stating 
that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief  the  requirements  of 
section  69(1)  had  been  complied 
with.  In  the  absence  of  contrary 
evidence,  they  were  entitled  to 
accept  that  certificate  as  sufficient 
to  satisfy  section  69(1). 

The  question  was  then  whether 
they  were  obliged  to  regard  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  clock  display  as 
contrary  evidence.  The  justices 
also  bad  evidence,  which  they  were 
entitled  to  accept,  that  the  dock 
display  was  not  affecting  the 
proper  functioning  of  the  computer 
in  processing  foe  information  from 
the  breath  analyser.  Having  ac¬ 
cepted  that  evidence,  there  was 
nothing  to  displace  the  effect  of  the 
•certificate. 

His  Lordship  had  considered  the 
matter  on  the  assumption  that  the 


error  in  the  dock  display  showed 
that  the  computer  was  not  opaut 
ing  properly.  However,  his  Lord¬ 
ship  was  not  satisfied  that  (hat 
conclusion  should  have  been 

drawn. 

Computer  docks,  like  any  oth¬ 
ers,  had  to  be  set  to  the  correct  time 
and  the  most  obvious  explanation 
for  tile  discrepancy  was  that  some¬ 
one  had  ni3de  a  mistake  when  he 
last  set  foe  dock.  That  would  not 
have  had  anything  to  do  with  foe 
computer  nor  operating  properly. 

Furthermore,  if  ihenTor  lay  in 
the  dock  mechanism  itself,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  it  would  con¬ 
stitute  part  of  “the  computer"  Ra¬ 
the  purposes  of  section  69.  The 
dock,  although  no  doubt  phys¬ 
ically  in  the  same  box  as  the 
computer,  was  something  which 
supplied  information  to  the  com¬ 
puter  rasher  than  being  part  of  the 
processing  mechanism. 

However,  there  was  no  evidence 
about  wby  the  tunijwas  inaccurate 
and  his  Lonisftip  preferred  to  base 
his  decision  on  the  construction  of 
section  69(1).  In  his  Lordship'S 
view,  there  was  admissible  evi¬ 
dence  upon  which  the  justices  had 
been  entitled  to  convict  Ms 
McKeown. 

Mr  Jones  was  charged  with 
foiling  without  reasonable  excuse 
to  provide  a  specimen  of  breath 
when  required  to  do  so.  He 
submitted  that  he  cootd  not  law¬ 
fully  be  required  to  provide  breath 
for  an  Imoxiineter  with  an  inaccu¬ 
rate  dock. 

The  Lion  Intarimeier  was  on 
approved  type  of  device  for  the 
purposes  of  section  7(1)  of  the  1988 
Act  and  h  seemed  to  his  Lordship 
impassible  to  argue  that,  by  reason 
of  the  inaccuracy  in  its  dodc,  the 
device  could  m  longer  be 
described  as  a  Lion  InKotimeter. 

Second,  it  was  argued  that  the 
inaccuracy  of  foe  dock  was  a 
reasonable  excuse  for  Mr  Joneses 
failure  to  provide  a  specimen.  The 
difficulty  about  that  argument  was 
that  Mr  Janes  had  never  claimed 
to  have  the  slightest  notion  that 
there  was  anything  wrong  with  foe 
time  on  the  clock.  There  had  to  be 
some  causal  connection  between 
foe  excuse  and  the  failure  to 
provide  the  specimen.  In  the 
present  case,  there  was  none. 

Finally,  it  was  submitted  that  the 
only  admissible  evidence  that  Mr 
Janes's  second  breath  specimen 
was  inadequate  was  the  computer 
reading  showing  that  the  test  had 
aborted.  The  arguments  against 
the  admissibility  of  foe  computer 
evidence  were  the  same  as  those 
already  rejected  in  the  case  of  Ms 
McKeown.  It  followed  that  the 
appeal  in  Mr  Janes's  case  should 
also  be  allowed. 

Lord  Goff,  Lord  Mastiff.  Lord 
Steyn  and  Lord  Clyde  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Crown  Prosecution 
Service,  Headquarters.  Byrne 
Frodsham  &  Co.  Widnes  Nyland 
&  Beattie.  Widnes. 


Regina  vAcott 

Before  Lord  MusnlL  Lord  Nolan,  - 
Lord  Ntchbffsof  Birkenhead.  Lord 
Steyn  and  Lord  Hoffman 
{Speeches  February  20f 
A  trial  judge  was  required  to  leave 
the  isstK  of  provocation  toajmyfn 
a  murder  trial  pursuant  to  section 
3  of  the  Homicide.  Act  1457  only 
where  there  was  some  evidence  of 
a  specific  act  or  words  of  provoca¬ 
tion  resulting  in  a  toss  of  control  by 
die  defendant.  Ir  did  not  matter 
from  whst  source  that  evidence 
emerged  or  whether  it  was 'relied 
on  at  trial  by  the  defendant  or  not 
It  was  wrong  for  a  oral  judge  to 

(ion  where  ^iere  was  rnerefyd* 
speculative  possibility  of  an  act  of 
provocation. 

The  House  of  Lords  dismissed 
an  appeal  by  Brian  Gordon  Atm 
from  the  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord 
Justice  Hirst,  Mr  Justice  Kougier 
and  Mr  Justice  Mitchell)  f The 
Times  April  5, 199&  J1996}  4  All  ER 
443).  who  had  dismissed  the 
defendant's  appeal  against  his 
conviction  at  foe  Central  Criminal 
Court  Pudge  Sir  Lawrence  Verney, 
Recorder  of  London,  and  a  jury)  on 
June  19, 1995  for  the  murder  of  his 
mother. 

Section  3  of  the  1957  Act  pro¬ 
vides:  “Where  on  a  charge  of 
murder  there  is  evidence  on  which 
the  jury  can  Bod  that  the  person, 
charged  was  provoked  (whether  by 
things  done  or  by  things  said  or  by 
both  together)  to  laser  his  self 
control,  foe  question  whether  the 
provocation  was  enough  to  make  a 
reasonable  man  do  as  he  did  shall 
be  left  to  be  determined  by  foe  juiy 
and  in  determining  foal  question 
foe  jury  shall  take  into  account 
everything  bath  done  and  said' 
according  to  foe  effect  which,  in 
their  opinion,  it  would  have  on  a 
reasonable  man." 

Mr  Michael  Gale,  QC.and  Mr 
Louis  French  for  the  defendant 
Miss  Heather  Hallett.  QC  and  Mr 
Simon  Russell  Flint  for  foe  Crowru 


.  LORD  STEYN  said  that  the 
judge-  had  not  left  foe  issue  of 
provocation  to  the  jury- 

When  questioned  by  the  police 
and  at  the  trial  foe  defendant 
consistently  denied  that  he  was 
responsible  for  his  mothers  death 
and  said  that  her  injuries  had  been 
caused  by  ter  faffing  and  his 
unskilled  efforts  to  resuscitate  her. 

Two  pathologists  said  that  the 
deceased  died  as  a  result  of  a 
summed  attack.  A  third  patholo¬ 
gist  said  that  foe  injuries  were 
explicable  on  the  basts  of  foe 
defendants  accounL 

The  defendants  case  was  that .be 
had  not  attacked  his  mother  and  , 
was  entitled  to  be  acquitted.  Coun¬ 
sel  and  die  trial  judge  treated  the 
case  as  involving  a  single  issue. 

The  jury  rejected,  the  defendant's 
explanation  am)  convicted  him  by . 
a  majority. 

bn  appeal,  counsel  for  the 
defendant  submitted  that  the 
Crown  had  made  provocation  ah 
issue  by  repeatedly  putting  to  foe', 
defendant  in  cross-examination  - 
that  he  had  kwx  his  sdf  control  arid 
attacked  his  mother  and  that  he 
had  been  angered  by  his -mother 
treating  him  like  a  little  boy  and' 
berating  him. 

He  further  submitted  that  the 
extent  of  foe  deceased*  injuries 
were  testimony  to  a  frenzied  attack 
which,  was  prima  fade  indicative 
of  a  loss  of  self  control  and  that  that 
inference  was  reinforced  by  the 
cumulative  effect  of  foe  following 
factors:  the  defendant  was  un¬ 
employed!,  he  was  in  the  humiliat¬ 
ing  position  of  having'  to  ask  his 
mother  far  money,  she  sometimes 
treated  him  like  a  little  boy.  was 
'  given  to  Mack  moods  and  some¬ 
times  drank  heavily. 

Section  3  of  the  1957  Att  could  be 
divided  into  three  parts:  (i)  foe  . 
provoking  conduce  causa  lively 

relevant  loss  of  seif  control;  and  (E) 

.  the  objective  criterion  whether  the  . 
provocation  was  enou  gh  to  make  a 
reasonable  man  do  as  the  defen¬ 
dant  did. 


Consequential  loss 


'  British  Sugar  pfc  v  NEI 
Power  Projects  Ltd  and 
Another 

Consequential  kss  meant  kss  over 
and  above  that  which  arose  as  & 
direct  result  of  such  breaches  as 
foe  plaintiff  might  prove  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  foe  rules  hud  dawn 
in  Hadley  v  Baxendale  {(1854)  9  Ex 
341). 

Mr  Justice  Affiot  so  held  in  the, 
Queen'S  Bench  Division'  on' 
December  20  when  determining  as 
a  preliminary  issue  the  proper 
construction  of  a  term  of  a  contract 
between  British  Sugar  pic  and  NEI 
Power  Projects  Ltd. 

HIS  LORDSHIP  said  that  the 
contract  was  worth  EKKLOOO  but 
foe  plaintiffs  daimed  damages 
totalling  £51)09,637. 


First,  in  respect  of  the  provoking 
conduct  section  3  abolished  foe 
common  law  rule  that  words  alone 
could  not  amount  to  provocation. 
By  using  the  expression  “provok¬ 
ing  conducf"  no  gloss  on  foe  ptan 
words  of  the  statute  was  intended. 

Second,  the  question  was 
whether  the  provoking  conduct  of 


Having  considered  Miners 
Machinery  Co  Ltd  v  David  Way  8 
Son  fl]935j  40  Cota  Cas2D4fc  Saint. 
Line  Ud  v  Richardsons.  Westgarth 
&  Co  Ltd  (11940)  2  KB  99)  and 
Cmudance  Construction  ltd  v 
Cawoods  Concrete  Products  Ltd 
019781  2  U  LR  55)  arid  making 
allowance  for  foe  fact  foal  every 
-case  of  construction  would  turn 
upon  foe  particular  contract  ' or 
term,  his  Lordship  said  that  he 
found  those  authorities  applicable, 
binding  and  helpful 
He  concluded  that  "consequen¬ 
tial  toss”  meant  such  loss  as  the 
plaintiffs  could  prove  over  and 
above  that  which  arose  as  a  direct . 
result  of  such  breaches  as  the 
plaintiff  could  prove  in  accordance 
with  Hadley  v  Baxendale. 


to  lose  his  self  control  foe  subjec¬ 
tive  condition.  In  the  absence  of 

any  evidence,  emerging  from 
whatever  source,  suggestive  of  foe 
reasonable  possibility  that  the: 

defendant  might  have  lost  his  self 
control  due  ro  the  provoking 
conduct  of  the  deceased,  foe  ques¬ 
tion  of  provocation  did  not  arise. 

Third,  the  section  provided  foat 

.  the  question  whether  the  provoca¬ 
tion  ,  was  enough  ‘  to  make,  a 
reasonable  man  do  as  he  did 
should  be  left  to  be  determined  by 
foe  jury.  That  provided  for  an 
extents!  or  objective  standard  and 
abolished  the  peww  of  the  judge  to 

withdraw  provocation  as  an  issue 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
evidence  on  which  foe  jury  could 
find  that  a  reasonable  man  would  - 
have  been  provoked  as  the  defen¬ 
dant  was.  ■ 

It  remained  the  duty  of  foe  judge 
to  decide  whether  there  was  evi¬ 
dence  of  provoldng1  conduct  which . 
resulted  in  the  defendant  losing  his 
self  conrroL 

If  in  the  opinion -.of 'die  judge; 
even  on  a  view  most  favourable  to 
‘  the  defendant,  there  was  in¬ 
sufficient  material  fra  a  jury  to  find 
‘  that  it  was  a  reasonable  possibility 
that  there  .was  specific  provoking 
conduct  resulting  in  a, less  of 
control  there  was  simply  no  issue 
of  provocation  to  be  considered  by 
the  jury:  see  Lee  .Outn-Chuen.  v 
;  The  Queen  QI963]  AC  220, 229). 

.  The  defendant  throughout  de¬ 
nied  foe  suggestions  put  to  him  in 
cross-examination  and  insisted 
that  his  relationship  with  his 
mofoer  was  good  and  that  she  had 
done  nothing  to  anger  him.  The 
cross-examination  produced  no 
evidence  of  provoking  conduct  or 
ofafossoroontroL- 

Suggestions  in  cross-examina¬ 
tion  could  not  by  themselves  raise 
an  issue  of  provocation  where  tbe 
evidence,  an  the  most  favourable 
view  for  the  defendant  revealed  no 
issue. .  Accordingly;  his  Lordship 
rejected  that  way  of  putting  foe 
defendant's  case. 

His  Lordship  was  willing  to 
infer  foam  the  deceaseds  Injuries 
foot-  there  was.  a  reasonable 
possibility  that  the  defendant  last 
his  self  control  and  attacked  his 
mother  in  anger.  But  by  itself  that 
was  not  enough.  The  question  was 
whether  there  was  any  evidence  of 
'  specific  provoking  conduct. 

Counsel-  for  tbe  defendant 
submitted  tint  from  the  fact  of  loss 
of  seff  control  and  the  evidence  that 
the  defendant  was  somrtiines 
treated  as  a .  tittle  boy  it  was  a 
rational  inference  that  his  loss  of 
seif  control  might  have'  followed 


upon  a  specific  provojdng  efemerif 
albrit  perhaps  trf  a  trivial  “last 
straw"  variety. 

In  his  Lordship's  view  theevv- 
dence  was  insufficient  to  support 
foe  suggested  inference.  It  was  not 
a  reasonable  possibility  on  the 
•  evidence  it  was  mere  speculation. 
In  those  circumstances  foe  appeal 
failed, 

A  loss  of  self  control  caused  by 
fear,  panic,  sheer  tad  temper  or 
circumstances,  for  example,  a  slow 

down  of  traffic  doe  to  snow,  would 

not  be  enough-  There  had  to  be 
some  evidence  fending  to  show 
that  the  killing  might  have  been  an 
uncontrolled  reaction  to  provoking 
conduct  rather  than  an  art  of 
revenge; 

Moreover,  although  there  was 
.  no  longera  rule  erf  proportionality 

os  between  provocation  ami  retali¬ 
ation.  foe  concept  of  proportional- 
tty  was  nevertheless  stiff  an 
important  factual  element  in  foe 
objective  .  inquiry.  It  necessarily 
required  of  the  jury  an  assessment 
•of.  the-  seriousness  of  the 

provocaijon- 

lt  fallowed  that  there  could  only 
be  an  issue  of  provocation  to  be 
considered  by  the  jury  if  the  judge 
considered  that  there  was  some 
evidence  of  a  specific  act  or  words 
of  provocation  resulting  in  a  loss  of 
.  seif  control. 

ft  did  not  matter  from  what 
source  that  evidence  emerged  or 
whether  it  was  relied  cm  at  trial  by 
the  defendant  or  not.  If  there  was 
such  evidence,  the  judge  had  to 
leave  the  issue  to  the  jury. 

If  there  was  no  such  evidence, 

ity  thaTthere  hacTbeen  an°art  or 
provocation,  ft  was  wrong  for  foe 
judge  to  direct  the  jury  to  consider 
provocation,  in  such  a  case  there 
was  simply  no  triable  issue  of 
provocation. 

>  What  was  sufficient  evidence 
was  not  a  question  of  law.  Where 
tbe  line  was  to  be  drawn  depended 
on  a  judgment  involving  logic  and 
common  sense,  the  assessment  of 
'  matters  of  degree'  and  an  intense 
focus  on  the  circumstances  of  a 
particular  case. 

It  was  unwise  to  generalise  on 
such  matters:  it  was  a  subject  best 
left  to  .  the  good  sense  of  trial 
judges,  for  the  same  reason  it  was 
not  useful  n  compare  foe  facts  of 
decided  cases  on  provocation  with 
tine  another. 

His  Lordship's  reasoning  was 
subject  to  the  overriding  principle 
that  die  legal  burden  rested  on  the 
Crown  to  disprove  provocation  on 
a  charge  of  murder  to  the  required  - 
standard  of  prooL  The  legal  pos¬ 
ition  remained  as  summed  up  by 
Lord  Devlin  in  Lee  Chun-Chuen 
(alp229)_.  ;- 

Lord  Mustill,  Lord  Nolan*  Lord 
Nidiolls  and  Lord  Hoffmann 
'  agreed. 

.Solicitors:  .  Sharpe  .  Pritchard; 
Crown  Prosecution  Service. 
Headquarters. 
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Warwick  Business  School. 

Snflr-Ann  Moure  Vice  President  of  (Unhurt 
Knowledge  Network 

Larry  Proak  Practice  Leader  for  Knowledge 
Management  Tor  IBM  Coreahling 
Bipfti  Jmnarkar  [^rector  of  knowWlyg 
Managontau  Architecture  at  Monsanto 


fjrf  *i  mSr>  <  .N'J'riU  L*  P.i. .) 


Cornfield  School  of  MaoogsmetB 

TorLaraaa  Norwegian  School  of  Management 

!  I-eearimr The Unhmity of Swwy  adore mGaiwicfcaad 
Hcathro*  Aiq»*ts  and  30  mini  Train  Ceniral  London. 

Coat:  095  mdodiag  evening  banquet. 

If  you  would  Eta  to  reed  re  ibe  conference  brorttme  »hicb 
cantata  booking  deoili.  ptaae  oonocc 

Sue  Gemrottt 

Sans,  University  of  Surrey,  Guildford,  v 

Surrey  GU25XH 

TU:  +44  (0)  1483  259347 

Fax;  +44(0)  1483  259  513 
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BPP  Law  School  is  looking  for  foil-tune 
lecturers  to  teach  on  its  BVC  and  LPC 
courses.  We  are  particularly  looking  for 
expertise  m  employment  law,  business 
and  commercial  law,  environmental  law, 
landlord  and  tenant  law  and  civil  and 
difnznal  litigation. 

Experience  of  practice  is  essential. 


Apply  in  confidence  to 
Jacqueline  Kers  (LPC),  or 
Jonathan  Bacon  (BVC) 

BPP  Law  School 
Rochdale  House 
liS  Theobalds  Road 
London  WClX  8RL 
Tel:  0171 4302304  Fax:  0171 404 1389 
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RACING:  BIG-RACE  FIELD  TAKES  SHAPE  AS  DORANS  PRIDE  IS  CONFIRMED  A  DEFINITE  RUNNER 

Coome  Hill  enhances  Gold  Cup  claims 

-  -  «*■  MARCASP1AN0 


By  Richard  Evans 
RACING  CORRESPONDENT 

AFTER  a  winter  of  uncertain¬ 
ty.  the  Cheltenham  Gold  Cup 
at  last  began  to  take  shape 
yesterday  when  Coome  H21 
won  the  Jim  Ford  Chase  at 
Wincanton  with  authority  — 
and  Dorans  Pride  was  con¬ 
firmed  a  definite  runner. 

The  victory  of  Coome  HiU. 

by  a  length  and  a  quarter  from 
Unguided  Missile;  was  all  the. 
more  meritorious  the 

elements,  the  racecourse  and 
the  cunning  of  Richard 
Dunwoody  conspired  against 
the  Hennessy  Cognac  Go  Id- 
Cup  winner. 

The  heavy  rain  which 
soaked  most  of  the  West 
Country  during  the  previous 
48  hours  somehow  missed 
Wincanton.  leaving  the 
ground  quicker  than  Walter 


I 


Nap:  BARTON  WARD 
(4.00  Haydock  Park) 

Next  best  Mister  Morose 
(3.00  Haydock  Park) 


Dennis,  his  trainer,  would 
have  liked  for  Coome  H3L  . 

To  make  matters  worse,  the 
long-striding  eight-year-old 
prefers  a  galloping  left-hand¬ 
ed  track  rather  than  die  sharp 
turns  of  the  right-handed  cir¬ 
cuit  at  Wincanton.  And  then 
there  was  Dunwoody,  a  mas¬ 
ter  tactician,  who  did  his  best 
to  make  life  difficult  for  Jamie 
Osborne  and  Coome  Hill. 

Unguided  Missile  normally 
makes  the  running  but  Dun¬ 
woody  knew  that  would  play 
into  the  hands  of  his  rival,  who 
would  appreciate  a  stamina- 
testing  gallop.  Instead. 
Dunwoody  opted  for  cai-and- 
ntouse  tactics  and  left  Coome 
Hill  to  do  the  donkey  work. 

“I  gave  them  (Dunwoody 
and  Unguided  Missile}  the 
benefit  of  die  doubt  until 
halfway  to  the  first,  hoping 
that  Richard  would  go  a  nice 


Coome  Hill  dears  the  water  ahead  of  Unguided  Missile  on  his  way  to  an  impressive  victory  in  the  Jim  Ford  Chase  at  Wincanton  yesterday 


gallop.  Instead,  he  sat  there 
and  put  the  handbrake  on.  I 
thought  there  was  no  point 
mucking  around,  so  l  dedded 
to  make  ft  a  test,"  Osborne 
explained. 

'■Richard  tried  to  outsmart 
me.  Unguided  Missile  nor¬ 
mally  makes  the  running  but 
he  knew  the  way  to  get  my 
horse  beaten  was  a  sprint.  It 
.  was  not  ideal  to  have  to  make 
our  own  running  because 
Cbome  HiO  doesnt  do  a  kit  in 
front.  £veiy  time  Richard 
came  up  to  me  he  took  a  pufi» 


because  he  wanted  as  much  of 
a  sprint  at  the  end  as  pos¬ 
sible." 

When  Unguided  Missile 
jumped  alongside  at  the  cross 
fence,  four  from  home, 
Dunwoody *s  tactics  looked  as 
though  they  would  work,  but 
Coome  Hill's  response  was 
instant  and  even  surprised 
Osborne.  "He  showed  more 
foot  Richard  was  with  me 
turning  in  and  f  put  the 
throttle  down  before  the  third 
last  and  was  soon  two  or  three 
lengths  in  front"  he  said. 


With  Unguided  Missile 
making  a  mistake  at  the  third 
last  Coome  Hill's  advantage 
was  never  going  to  be  over¬ 
hauled.  He  looks  an  each-way 
banker  for  .the  Gold  Cup,  for 
which  he  is  a  best-priced 
7-1  with  Ladbrokes.  His  jump¬ 
ing  is  impeccable  and  he  will 
relish  the  likes  of  Dublin  Flyer 
ensuring  a  strong  pace.  "Races 
like  the  Gold  Gup  or  Grand 
National  will  suit  him  because 
he  will  get  a  good  gallop  and 
stamina  is  his  strong  suit" 
Osborne  added. 


A  much  relieved  Dennis 
stud:  “He  will  improve  for  that 
and  he  is  a  better  horse  on  a 
left-handed  track.  It  has  been 
a  difficult  time  after  Sarukrwn 
[where  he  fell].  It  put  a  cloud 
over  things  and  when  you  live 
with  him  every  day  you  think 
‘am  1  doing  everything  right’, 
but  he  has  proved  me  righi 
again  today." 

Unguided  Missile  will  still 
take  his  chance  in  the  Gold 
Cup,  joining  stablemates  One 
Man.  Addington  Boy  and  The 
Grey  Monk,  according  to 


trainer  Gordon  Richards's 
son,  Nicky. 

Watching  the  race  on  tele¬ 
vision  with  more  than  passing 
interest  was  Tom  Doran,  own¬ 
er  of  Dorans  Pride,  and  last 
night  he  confirmed  his  excit¬ 
ing  chaser  will  line  up  for  the 
Gold  Cup  unless  the  ground  is 
firm.  Based  in  London,  the 
Irishman  has  (aid  out  £5,000 
on  his  horse  at  33-1,  20-1  and 
I6s.  "He's  none  the  worse  for 
his  fall  at  Thuries.  galloped 
this  morning  and  everything 
is  100  per  cent."  he  said. 


THUNDERER 

1.55  Hompipa  2.25  Gold  Lining.  2.55  Head 
Gardener.  325  In  The  Money.  3.55  Efite  Hope.  425 
Fast  Spin.  4.55  BOLD  FRONTIER  (nap). 

GOING-  STANDARD  DRAW:  NOADVANTAGE  -  SIS 

1 .55  FARNSHRQ  APPRENTICES  MAIDEN 
HANDICAP  (Div  I:  £1,745: 1m  100yd)  (1 t  turners)  : 

1  CHS  YOUNG ffl£089CK is  (B)  K fate 4-CW PMUimZ 

2  JM  flBXSS»N$I»S2lNUnoft»t&4> 

3  440  8ALLETDECQUR  32  TEBrarbQfaii  4-8-8 —  CLowtiwffllQ 

4  -flPS  JIXY  BEVELED  25  fi  fBonuicc  SM . - L..  — .  DOetyS 

5  0-65  WJKIC  28  M  S  CfchmJ  S-fl-6 _ S  Burifey  B  1 1 

6  «ar  wm  BRAVE  11J  P  Cu-defi  OOS - P  Dob  B 

7  0302  HOflNFPE  28  flB)  J  Wtafflr  5-8-4 -  Arttary  Bond  fi)  5 

8  4440  MUSTANG  4  C  Italian  44-2 -  A  McCarthy  fi)  7 

9  -380  TANWAR 20 R HtotarfMd 54-1 — : - D Hayden  m3 

r0  - 000  EGCENTflB  DANGER  2f  (8)  M  BMby  4-7-10  Hfirisjand®5 
11  3000  SWRaeuawanU©  John  Beny  4-7-10 

•  OamoVMbms(7)4 

M  taDptpa.-4-l  H*tD.  G-r  Mutiaq.  famg  fadatt.  12-1  Jffl)  Bated. 
Happy  Bene.  14-1  rAws. 

2.25  FARNSFIELP  APPRENTICES  MJUDEN 
HANDICAP  (Div  II:  £1,745- 1m  100yd)  (tl) 

1  0410  Nffl*K»D  MUHW  14  BUtyan  44-10.  D>faydtaP)2 
?  (W0  FLAGSTAFF 2fl K Bate 4-3-6 . .  PWMtf  7)8 

3  0W-  JACKSWS  PNfTHBl38J  COray*  54-3-  A  McCarthy  5)3 

4  40-4  DMTS  MSTRAL  23  F  Lae 4-9-2.. —  RCody-BoftiMr  5)8 

5  0-33  S0tBU«fi4FAUai4-B-t - 1 - JFote{5J7 

G  4)00  EfHGACIQUS 9 P Ecdts 4-9>l_ - — PDtaS 

7  0053  HKGTICCM&MMUteraS-M - RBMamSS)B 

S  ODD-  8*>  HEWS  m  J  tarty  M-tt  Antony  Bond  fi)  1 

9  EDO-  WITTCH  230  W  Mdtowra  4-8-7 - CL(te»j3)4 

10  008-  SECONDS  AWAY  9J  J  Gnfcte  6-44 -  JMcAlAwgIO 

11  (XW  SOLD  JOKER  32  PIS  Ofatyd  6-8-5. —  DMen wAPjll 
7-1  Goto  Lnog.  11-4  Okra's  Ifekto.  6-1  top  The  Met  10-1  Seconds  A May. 

FUgssrf.  EtoaeiB,  12-1  e0». 

2.55  BSSTHORPE  CLAWING  STAKES 

(3-Y-Q:  £2,294: 1m  41)  (10) 

1  40-1  NEAOGAROEKR  21  (6)  fl  Lriftiwfan  9-1  T  S  IfcUuoMt  2 

2  5121  AS4S 10  (G)  M  JotBstoa  B-ll - - DNcfanlB 

3  8031  STATE  Of  GOLD 7  (G)  J Hedwttc M - MTttftltifl 

4  -461  fWSSDPNW  7RH13  (G)  G  l  Uaow  8-8 - CJWW5 

5  1443  SHELTON  SOVEREIGN  7  ff)  R  Hsftnbtad  M  F  Lmri  [3)  7 

6  0  HEL0WC  SQUWf  21  M9efcy8-3- . .  TMbflB  10 

7  OI-5  FULL  THAOAHUIY « |E)  J  J  Olfcil B-C - J(Un4 

B  4104  R0CR  FANTASY  21  CMwVB4) - Merita  How*®  3 

9  3214  «WnF0l*SP0RTT4RtoJcteiter^^^ 

ID  4»0  NMN  RAPTURE  2T  (V)  R  Ttopson  7-12  DMI0M6. 
IMSaeOtEdd.  7-2  As-&  9-2 KnflStorm Tib. 5-1  Had Gedraw, Si  eftm 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TBAKERS:  J  Sards  6  mers  ton  19  nwg5.Jft.gV.'  NMnain. 
is  Jk  R  Loom,  7  tram  48. 14  6%:  G  carter.  30  hum  211, 142%. 


3.25  ADELPHf  FOR  CNC  MACHINING  HANDICAP 

(£2.843: 1m  4f)  (12) 

1  OOtt-  RACtMEW 4J (CDS) B Ltarafljo 5-184) _ TWtonlO 

2  0641  UP  «  FLAMES  18  S  Boring  W-10 _ S  Wttoa®  3 

3  aw  Ottflrm IS 7 mart*! £94 _ ._^  SSmdnt2 

4  0543  HtB«  DANCE  1fi(GOfflD1^Jo«sllW«  ACtjrtU 

5  2241  FDR2AB7(DjHJJ0YMl54A(So! _ WflymS 

6  4113  W  VC  MOCY  3  (CDJ£f.G)  ft  fWKafinf  6-9-1 

.  OGrl»SB{5}6 

7  -23 1  UR  SPECULATOR  16  8£(U£)'i&nfc44!-10 —  JOmS 

8  14-J  NORpew MOTTO 8 J 6otte M-7  OUcXsmo 2 

B  340-  AZTEC  FLYER  142  C  BrtSao  4-8-4_^i. _ 0  Hated  4 

10  0-63  AMKOEXTRCKK  fl  (F)  E  AUoa  S4-4~~.  -  F  Lynch  01 9 
If  -455  CLASSU! ACQUIT  ID  (BS)  J £jw 9-7-10  -  R  toad)  @7 
12  064-  NBSSa)1HEfiOAT200J(FJ Altacaito 7-7-10  HVteyP)1 
7-5  ti  The- Moony,  4-1 1*  Speotei.  5-1  Itouhm  Utfn.7-1  For*.  B-i  Ate 
Ffjer.  ftamar  Dan.  HM  aftors. 

3.55  EAST  MfflLANDS  OECTRICiTY  flJNCOLN) 

HANDICAP  (£3.714;  70  (10) 

1  -113  MRIBtBtlM)  13jDiF.G)  GLMkxn  7-KW  SW*TOlh9 

2  BSD-  P»GA«W  247  ff,G)  H  CoOhgrtdB*  M-9 - J  Quine  7 

3  400-  KRA  1S5  X/.GJ  J  Eyre  74-3 - K  Fata  5 

4  -123  ant  WK  9JCOG1  N  Thba  59-3 - GteMM 

5  2151  THRff  ARCH  BRBSE  11  (MM)  M  JNretai  5-9-1  (Bo] 

DMdtMal 

6  050-  SAfl0 196  (G)  A  Brim  4-8-11- _  . . 0  WtitfaB 

7  4345  GUU  EHAA01 7  (C0.Q1  E Alda 5-8-8 - SDn»««3 

«  4050  IBGHOWnER8fflja/ASIPC®*IM4.  DKoterua 

9  5116  DhMAUB 9 (CJir&O Haydn Jok 7-8-4 . .  ACtartlO 

10  -100  UWiSIYlE3  8:r£)llHo8iirt«J4*4) - NCwfefc2 

7-2  Mi  NennM.  4-1  Sn  Hope.  5-1  Ilwa  Art)  ftiigt.  8-1  toosaon.  7-1  Ul 
Sad  B-nwM.  1W  Jta.  12-1  otoa 


4.25  WELLOW  SELLING  STAKES 

(3-Y-O:  £2234: 71)  (9) 


IBwwW - 

;.8)  J  Bony  8-13 . 

JHrfwanfl-15 - 


1  -451  FAST  SRN  28 
.  2  -5a  CONTRAVENE 

3  440-  JACK  THE  LAD 

4  oo  proa  am  9  t  fete*  a-11 - 

5  -234  OIAIAOM)  EYRE  13  J  E»m  8-8 - 

8  0-33  JUJU'S  RHATWE  8  B  Gosi  M - 

7  0&  PROTY  SALLY  B  (B)  D  UBaySaNi  M- 

8  604)  SOOBA 18  J  Hetorton  00 . . 

9  2-54  TOTnrS  BOSE  HR  RnAwtealW— . 
9-4  Fai  Spin.  7-2  Damond  Eyra.  «  SiAy.  5-1 
Cortmens.  8-1  Jte  Ud.  lO-i  otora 


4.55  FARNDON  HANDICAP 

(£2*43: «)  (13) 


_  A  Cutset  B 

.  TEDnrcw(5)2 
_ UTrttwS 

—  LCIanotk7 
- RLtetiO 

-  J  Brant*  (5)  4 

DHamsail 

_ C  Rate  9 

...  Flyndif3)3 

JoDYs  Ratable.  8-1 


00-4  TAtOU) « (Fjsi  0 Ctapnan 6-!(W - ACrfsnr 5 

2-66  IWUWERDEt  7  ICDfiABahey  4-9-11 - OWl)0M9 

0-52  BOUJHfflNna  14  fflXjUhray 5-9-10 - CScSy6 

•226  HOH MAJESTIC  31  R  ItargaB  4-9-3_ . JO(M7 

000- RHDLE  MATCH  17JJ  4  OTart  4-9-1 - WRy*1Q 

-666  AHSWERS-TO-THOMAS 4 J Jdhraon 44W3_  DMdto*B3 
000-  StBTOCOhS  SOCKET  108  fASI  R  toay  6-6-12 

F  Norm  12 

8  -326  AUAZ 36 (CPAS) MfcsGiWtop* 7-8-12 - DHofcnJ2 

9  002  canoe  7  (BJ»WH)  **■« — -  a  ta»  1 

10  4S10  S6nASHR8(dSBFr.aJt.Harts9*a„  SSarate  11 

11  0004  NAP0LHM  STW  lAJpfl  S ftartu 04-5  —  NAtestS 

12  ODD-  SPEtoY SNAPS  PfWcSii  JB^)  P  andrf  5841 

MaBn  toyw  (3)  8 

13  2232  6UJE USGAfM 4 N 9yoo« 5-7-13 - J8i«nM<5)4 

9-2  aw  Fwflflr.  5-7  Detvh.  6-1  Mlo.  6-1  Major*  Rate  Sr  Listar.  Bup 
luosa.  10-1  dtai 


/  iispiriftgP60 


he  f  i 


M‘t'  Su 


icanton 

5.gooc» 

2J)S  pm  eft)  i.  Irefe"  ^Jockay^  §1 
WBtemson.n-a) 

•RobreRTCenfrit  i  tm. 

t  AB-  Scottish  haoifr  ^  ill  M  Pg0 
:  C2  ID.  £1  40.  52-30.  DF  N.90.  CSr . 
C1227. 

2ss  ran  ft  HOvd  eft)  i.  Coome  n®  y 
rUnaUcI  M^iiectl-O 

Irajj-.a.Han^iamRS-ljTran 
Bam.  tn:.  TO.  W  De me  Toe  £3» 
E2XD.  £1 50.  DP-  C2  B0  CSF  E4  55 

3435  (2r.  htJJel  1.  OrMm8Mf21  J? 
Durawody.  16-U  2.  Rarrar^w 
S,  sSFraeze M-1)  S  ran.  Nfl-^Aet  Utte 
a.nP6o*r.  Tote: V350ii?^- e,^: 
£2£0  DF-  £16  30  In*  £6500  Car 

G5&& 

3135  an  si  M  1.  Uawtrp  feuHL  ^1. 

Gdtoxi  Tate.  £5  UP  £230.  £370  DF 
Ofttt.  CSF.  £7856. 

4j06pmhtae) 

CWT««cdy>1|.ZCR^T^^bYF 

3. Qanoon  Boutoaxi  (SO-U  iBran^ 


3  M  Tonterw.  Tear  £7  30;  £2^0.  £1 5a 
£6  10  Df!S!2P Jritr  £22  00-  CSF:  E12.7S. 
4JS  pm  hete)  1.  , Hyw.(A 
Meoutf.  7-Z  ft-tovf:  2.  Oxstc  Pal  (7-Sjl- 
iw):  3.  The  Brewer  P&-1):  4.  Luojyan  Cay 
114-1)  20  ran.  1H  2VA.  MW  G  Kstoway. 
Tate-  0.70:  £130,  tt£ 0.  £195U  £010- 
DF-  £14  7a  Tito:  £1,62540  ({Brtwoft  Pod 
ot  E938  67  earned  »  AWrtV*** 

today!  CSF:  £14.87  Tneasl:  C05S3 

1730  DF  £107.40.  Tna  (not 

woe  79  canted  toward  to  4.00  Hayden* 

today).  CSF:  E857B. 

jacktoc  not  won  (pool  of  £37,4®  .63 
ffinwdtoH^Wttey). 
Ptaoap0e£23ljBa  .  Ctuadpae£7tMa 

Huntingdon 

Gotog:  flood  to  son  (art) «  home  sfeajgW) 

ISO  (2m  41  110yd  WfcJ  W| 

saiSis 

Tote’  £4.40;  C1.10.ErJ0,  £1 «. 
«?0DF:  £5  30  Tito:  £27.70  CSF:  £9^4 
Tncast  fflSOB 

"SsSSf  jS’ 
230  pm  11  Wfin'iBSfSK  S 

Eastern  isr  G 

w  SO  CSF--  £tAS1  — 

aiw 


Tete-  £4.60;  £230.  £220,  £200 
£l2ia.  Trio:  et&30  CSF:  £17.82. 

426  (2m  41 110yd  ch)  1.  Fiawr  Wand  (D 
O-SoNvan.  74 -!):  2  Mandys  Martaw  12- 5 
fcav);  3.  Second  Cafl  (7-B>  7  ran.  Z,  20L  fl 
Row  Tote:  £880;  £280,  £1 20.  DF-  £340 
CSF:  in&X. 

4SS  (2m  110yd  hdte)  1.  Sherifftnufc  (Mr  P 
Scott.  1W  lav).  2.  Mffl  htemational  (50-1): 
3.  Etowhaet  Bit  (2-1).  &  raft.  Bi.  *1  Mrs  l 
W«hran.  Toto:  £2-80.  £1  %  £S  10.  £i  10 
DF.  £3860.  CSF:  £5000.  Tricast  £15726. 
Pbcap«:£»rJ0.  Quatfpot  £to.ra 

Lingfleld  Park 

Gotosistara&d 

2.15  (1m  4f)  t.  Persian  Ccftqoad  © 
Senders  8-11  taw):  2.  Coksso  f7-4).  3. 
Bedoute  Prince  (4&1)  6  ran  W.  IWJ* 
luan.  Tote:  £1.50:  £1.10.  £1.10.  PF- 
£150.  CSF:  £2-1* 

2.45  (6>)  1,  JoaWanus  (A  Daly,  50-1):  2. 
NewteRn  Butts  (7-1!:  X  Ooutae  Oscar 
(7-4).  Mytttns  W  lav.  7  rai  IViL 
IHJ  Bndoer  Tote.  £39-80.  CS.70,  E320. 
DF:  £08  40.  CSF  £328.47 
416. 

ffii5  fsr tow  bTKtaSriir 

haram  Toe:  £250. 

Dfi  S3.00  T no  £42.00.  CSF  £132a 

Tricast  £10699. 

3.45  (im  20  1.  TMhM*  Belle  (TG 
Mdjarrtn.  0-1):  2,  Shsrghai  LI  (9-4  M: 
”  awr Sshiir  no-J)  10 ran  ft  9.  N 
Uttmoden  Tcto: C8.00. B3t .JX 10070. 
DF-  £1820  Trite  C330O  CSF  £27.78 
TrtaW  £19700. 

4.15  (71)  1.  Asm  IP  AtcKeonte.  5-2):  2, 
itaya  (711: PoBy  (4^  tw).  P  rm 
avS  J  Eyre  Tote  Citf:  et  to.  £i  m. 
DF.£acacsF-n74a 

4.45  CT  I.  The  Wyandotte  ton  1*  Lynch. 
4-1V.  2.  Plan  For  ProU  (11-4  ta»)j6 
(4-1)  8  ran.  t«(.  Fi  «*WKOd  fate- 
S.«fe  £280:  £1 30.  ri-40  DF:  £530.  CSF: 
£13.79.  Tncas*-  £41.57 

Placepot  E37920.  Quadpet  £11-60- 


I  Sfl  1.  Rfffl  (S  WMwortfi,  9-4  tow);  2 
,-s  Grab  F*b  (1 1-0: 3l  Suoertao  112-11. 


v~»- ■-•>.- 
1% 


...  1£ 


THUNDERER 

220  Weeheby.  2-50  As  Du  Trefte.  320  Rea!)y  J 
RascaL  330  Fortunes  Course.  4.20  Cartel 
BandRto's.  4.50  Smolensk. 


GOING:  GOOD 


SIS 


2.20  NIGHTINGALE  NOTICES  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,453: 2m)  (10  runners) 


-20U  MR  BEAM  4 
3P6P  BOnOONII 
0331  SKYM0RE14 
U365  MSHQY17 
6883  SNOWY 
45-P  DAMENP  17 


<  Burts  7-11-13 - 

PWd*o6-114 - 


...  ALanacd 
E  Hustaad  (3) 

AS)  MOly  11-11-4 - SWyra » 

)  M  Baracfautfi  8-11-7  - - - -  G  Tomwy 

24  {B) K Baiey  5-11-1 _ ATtamoo 

A  Canoll 9-10-13 _ TJI 


P2P1  RAJME  WRnS  24  (BAf.6)  6  SaraeB  7-10-13 .  RFmtel 


1 
2 
•  3 

4 

5 
t 
7 

a  23P0  RECORD UMER 15  (F)\t  Qapran  7-104...  WBAdNngtan 

9  -PP6  0U)  RB7NOO0 14  Ito L BSkanso  10-107 _ _  RBetemy 

10  2/0-  HKJS  MAJOR  440  0  MeCM 6-1041 _ TJefe 

3-1  Ftnto  Uradr.  7-5Sj^ncrt,  4-1  Saray  PtaeL  6-1  M  Brian,  7-1  VttMrf. 
8-1  (kern  Law.  »-i  Drante  ht.  12-1  atora. 


2.50  PHOENIX  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.485: 3m  110yd)  (9) 


1M  ASDUIRffl££l(SflMftpe8-tM - 

-02P  DAMCADA  86  (S)  A  Owofi  9-114 . . 

EASY  BREEZY  11  C  MW  T-114 - 

00 OP  KgrruarVfiOLD  U  UaLmmsan 8-M4  . 

(R5.  USMWARAGH  352  J  Parte  11-114 - 

PR-7  LOTTERY  TIOCT 100  6)  t  Gant  8-114  , 

06  raRTYnWDffiW*5rtri7.l£j3 - 

4334  PEARL'S  CHOICE  13  J  MeCraeodte  9-10-13  - 
SF4P  PEN*  BPS  29  DtetWtai  8-10-1 3 - - 


44  As  Du  Tiefite.  4-1 : 


.  Itortny  n 

Pod  Em- 14-1  DnoOi  an  otod. 


ZtOxL  6-1  E tsi  Breezy,  8-1  fturt's 


A  P  McCoy 

!jjmB 

R  Sfltaziy 

.  vsne 

..  Rians* 
-.  JByw 
ATharaon 
R  Jofnsso 
Ott*.  TO- 1 


3.20  ADELPtfl  FOR  CNC  MACHINING  HANDICAP 
CHASE  (£3.355: 3m  ItOyd)  (6) 

1  2-04 
?  3222 

3  236F 

4  3FF3 . . . . 

RJMiboq 

5  Pay  YOUNG  IMER  709  &S)  lk  1  Mdmc  tan  11-10-5 

fi  Upon 

6  3455  CROPREDY  LAD  10  fD/)  P  Wd*o  IB-1 5-3  ATtona* 

2-1  Ms  Sky.  114  ktaoani  Bad).  7-2  QAtrar  Osotae.  5-1  Refly  a  Rwat 
Erl  Cnsrady  UA  12-1  Ytwg  kBner 


BUNKERED FBSfT TIME' Haytoodr Pajto2J0R»w»B«in)y  430 
Travel  Bound  Souttwre*  *SO  Cumberland  Youtti,  Dry  Hi  Lad 
WoNerhamptorc  IS  FA* ud.  Young  Fredendr  2 55  Indian 


Wmvarramptori;  1 55  H 
Rapture.  425  Pretty  Saly 


3.50  EAST  MIDLANDS  aECTRICnY 


(LINCOLN) 


HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2.745: 3m  110yd)  (11) 

1  2W  IMT0N ROCIS 13  |F AS) t  Ttanscn Jane 8-12-0  XAiqsni  (7) 

2  3522  FORTUffS COURSE. 36  {COAQJKfcg 8-114.  _  TJUuchr 

2  1310  MDC 7« BEAK  W(&S)J«Ban 8-114 . J&«* 

4  2000  IVPANOIft  16  fl£)  C  MHn  5-10-1 1  . .  0  (tenon  (7) 

$  3310  PHARARE  29  (0/^1  R  ttoatuse  7 -10-10 _ ASSrnBi 

6  EP22  W  STRONG  SALE  21  (Of)  PJfctofc  b- 19-3 _ RJaMna 

7  UR>  JOHNMTS TUM  14 {££) J (tottn  12-10-2 _  HrNKea 

6  3-20  RMQUSK1 14  (0.6)  B  Czuludge  9-10-1 _ _ Gary  Lyras 

9  4426  KAOWI 3 (V.&S) (V Ctay 8-1M  _  ...  GuyLw*(3) 

ID  PM  SUVULBAY 18 fCOjG) 0 (Moan 9-10-0  - _  MBnmn 

H  -030  WnEKTHF «40NEY 29  (SJ  Miss  J  Boms  !S-1M 

Ctaraint  Fragota  171 

3-1  Mr  Shag  Galt.  7-2  Mek  Ttie  Beak.  4-1  FrataB  Catsc  5-1  Fine  6-1 
Npgma,  B-i  Urtrai  Race..  ID-1  Kntai.  12-1  atas 

4.20  ALBATROS  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,829: 2m)  (10) 


-11F  CARUU  BANanrS  15  (F)  J  Bmy  5-11-2  -  MMolawy 

ra  6-11-2  _ . 


P  OA  GEORGY  9  COtyo  6-11-2  _J  _ _  ILMranoe 

OOFB  MOGYttWCS?  IS  (B) tes MWiarnsm  7-11-2.  RBdmy 

POO-  KARBU  335  J  Btmett  6-11-2  .  WMrfartand 

OP*  KBAAL  400  (6)  E  femed  7-11-2 . .  ...  R  FaiW 

O  onOEME»9MPbtata5*5-)lJ—  — . . VSrtt 

5  PW©rrarSPAL16UPitG.11-2 _  APUcCoy 

ABC  Of  HSKM 134F C Mini  5-11-2.-  .  _...  JRrtn 

00-  GftEBIACRESSTAR 316 WCfcy 7-10-H—  EuyLmtaP) 

RSCYTU32FPte6eitay  6-10-11 -  R  Jctmon 

74  Caride  Birin's,  5-2  Patoira  s  Pal  7-2  tog  PI  Vfcadh.  5^1  Rte*y  lu.  8-1 
Ota  F  Afeao,  12-1  Nebaal.  76-1  offers 

4.50  VULTURE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,997: 2m  4f  110yd)  (14) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
0 
J 
8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 


3221  SMOLBGX  56  (D/)  J  Bwy  5-11-10 - Ml 

2431  TOTAL  JOT  9(5}  £  Wm  6-1  MO. .  JJta ton 

-213  BBOfftEU)  R.YBT  10(S)  ft  Clay  6-114 - 6  Taiwy 

0064  CAPTAM  NAVAR  16  J  0  S»na  7-114. .  Ucbael  Brnan  (3) 
IM  CU6QERLAN0  YOUTH  20  (B)  Mss  £  Cam  6-114  I  Laurent* 

2fff  DOT  HR1  LA0 13  (B)  J  Uraw  6-114  - -  D  Byrne 

W  BU0CANT &43 GBwee  8-114 — -  S Wynne 

M  GSSWAY  22  H  Water  7-114 . . .  R  Furaru 

-PP6  LIAM'S  LOSS  15  J  Parte  8-114 . N0N4UMER 

0  OVER  2EALCUS  22  J  Wuson  5-114  - -  JStepfc 

003  WaSHLOOT  101  OSnMDM 6-114  . . JAMeCartry 

P0  ANTARCTICA  31 J  HWBttn 5-10-13  —  _  OPata 

IP  JELAU 21  Smfifi 4-10-13  APMetof 

40  PUSH  OR  PQU.Y  64  J  Pate  7-10-13  _  USoifti 

114  SontasL  7-2 1<«  *y  5-1  ffttt  led  6-1  Baedrtdd  Ry«t.  8-1  Grata* 
10-1  Captan  toa  IM  Jteii  i*-i  c tar. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TOAOBtS:  J  O'Shea.  11  tonwn  Iram  32  rwrars.  34  41;  P  tteholfc. 
4>on  13. 300%.  /  nuttun,  3  ton  10. 3C  OT,  M  Plpt.  IB  from  64. 
28.1%.  D  Morissn.  5  Hem  21.  238%.  0  Shenood  5  Iran  3, 
217%, 

JOCKEYS:  Mutoul  Swim.  8  ton  17.  47.1%.  A  P  Me Cot.  13  ton 
47.  27.7%.  J  A  McCarty.  4  fcorn  16.  250%.  R  Jetraan.  5  ton  24. 
208V  E  HurtaniJ.  4  ton  20. 20.0%.  R  Farm.  B  too  43.  iSfiV 


THUNDERER 

2.10  Award.  2.40  Teapianter.  3.10  Aardwoif.  3.40 
Wade  Road.  4.10  Lackendara.  4.40  Lessons  Lass. 

Cart  Evans:  2.40  The  Jogger. 


GOING:  GOOD 


SIS 


2.10  B0JFOKT  NOVICES  HURDLE 
(£2,09: 2m  51)  (12  Homers) 

ffSG  ROYAL  TWO  44  (GiS)  P  Damn  <Ff|  5-IT-5  ..  A  Kraadrat  - 

riSTr  — 


■12P  IRAN  GOLD  2?  (BT  Casey  5-11-0 - Dteteoho  3 

-145  UJUSSFORD 15  OAMGasctat  6-11-0_..  WUssHt)  BS 
•142  READY  MONEY  CttBt  14  (SJOSterwod  6-11  -OJOstota  £ 

4F  AWARD  31  (BR  R  Row  8-1%-U - NWKaoon  @ 

0-5  GREG^  FTORLESBHTtedovDarie  6-10-10..  Cltede  - 

PS  LATAHAAB 3T  J 6flwd 6-J0-1D -  - PMrta  - 

004  IBTEH  GSSROSnY  215  CWfiEdm  6-10-10-  .  BPdmI  - 
232/  StAARTROOWE  830  raNHwteai  MO-ID  JR 
”  SYWHOIft-S  SOW  3fD 


2 

3 

10  -503 


iMdWsan  6-10-70 - A 


78 


11  0  11« TO  PAULS 22 CDrratr  6-ltMO _ _ _ SCuran  65 

>2  15P5  R0SBMU  16(F)  Mb TPrtBa^raMM.....  Lattm(7)  SB 

94  ttayten.  7-J  ferai  9-2  tety  Wary  Otri  6-1  Wtartrt.  8-1  arat 

tootaa.  10-1  Syrratany's  Son  16-1  atari. 


2.40  aULUfTHlAN  HUNTERS  OUSE 

(Amaletxs;  £1,540: 3m)  (6) 

1  2F6  AMAffi  DUG  BJF.G.S)  J  HU  13-12-7...  C  W»d  Ttaoras  (7)  73 

2  RM  FFTHAMDnB4T9(BD7JLS)CMaAP  12-12-7  A  Hrra*  (7)  - 

3  14-2  TEAPUWTER  20  (CD/jGjS)  fcfcs  C  Sratato  14-12-7 

BPOtoO®  S 

4  11-1  US  JDGGS?  27P  (DJJS1 C  Tczari  12-12-7  -  J  Tinaod  (7)  S 

5  XFP  MEWtt  15 {aSltesAWRaB  17-12-0 Sow tactoe (3)  - 

6  POORS  WOOD 6  feS)S8ran  15-12-9 —  P0KaA{7)  73 


54  Tcartota'.  3-1  tbe  Jogger.  9-2  Rtk  AararineaL  6-1  AfftatUnB.  «V!  Pan 
Mat  16-1  Mate 


3.10 


MANOR  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3.485: 3m)  (6) 


98 


1  I13P  jWRDVKXFttftGflCta*jfi.11-!2 - D 

2  -114  BERUDERaiTO 20 RCDfAS) 0 asntrart 8-11-12 

Jfetw*  85 

3  1-U  0BM  63  RS)  tbs  H  to#  7-11-12 - JCrity  M 

4  1f32  PlfAfilfflt  SHARED  34  KL3)P  Hohis  9-11-12 .  W  HBMan  S 

5  HR  StttSSlACTC  17AJEsdp8-11-5 - — - - TKtffl  - 

6  0/23  T«Pl£  WCMMO 13  (BS)  N  Hcakrm  fl-1 1-5 

NtRnaiEfln  86 

74  now  Stand,  3-1  Triple  YRttang.  7-2  Basra  Nd  To.  5-1  AstariL  6-1 
Obm.66-1  Srass  Tadic 


3.40  BBIPT0N  PARK  NATIONAL  HUNT  NOVICES 
HWDLE  (£2.843: 2m)  (10) 

1  1114  KAOASt  57  {D3ff.G)U  tor  511-0-  -  -  .  CMawtoffi 

?  -212  WADE  ROAD  28  (BFJJ^UCiHfraBra  6-11-8  .  JCntoy  97 

3  00  CALM DOWNMICaay 6-11-0...  - JOrien*  - 

4  Flfi-Tl® ItWDAtE N Hmdersv 5-11-0  . _  JRAnwagb  - 

5  04)0  HUSH  35  GCtBri»skns  6-H-O.  .  Mr  A  Oate-Jrmes  - 

6  1-  WUCROUW 329  {QDNcncton 6-11-0 - A  Magoti  — 

7  300  SMART  REMARK  221  tad  HM - OSterme  53 

6  54  TTSCKHSt24A1i»ran5-11-0  - ..LWrar»81 

9  2-45  W0/7W3RIH 26 G Drew 5-11-0 - BPoml  - 


10  ft-0P  BLUE  HAVANA  29  G  Roe  5-10-9. 


- PHI*  - 


64  Wade  Read.  74  KateC  7-2  m  Tta  Rsuri.  8-1  Tree  Crespo.  12-1  Fleeing 
Maratac.  16-1  Wertranh.  20-1  otec. 

4.10  POHTIANE  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4.711: 2m4l  110yd)  (3) 

1  3/D3  G8B1AL  PERSHM6  8  (D^JnS)  tl  tochotan  11-12-0  ’ 

Jtyir  - 

2  2222  WE  TDSEV91 23  [BJF/^S)  P  toehofls  8-10-10 

NDH  RUHgR  — 

3  433  LACRBYQARA  34  (CfASf  Ifts  H  Kngra  10-10-6  Sffintat  ffl 
MLaJadsR  Tt-iO  General  Prartwo 

4.40  LITTLETON  HANDICAP  HURDLE 
(£2.866: 2m  50  (10) 

1  3tV5  WKG5 CtWE 23 (CD.G5) late Ksmes 7-11-10  LAsjMp)  90 

2  431-  PURPLE  SPLASH  10SF  Wj61  P  ttatan  7-11-9  JRitenregft  89 

3  6-22  JflGH  GRADE  93  (C.S)  S  Wtaj  9-114..  NIMnwn  89 

4  2420  MM-L0U-AND  4t  ffhl  Miss  H  farfd  5-11-5  .  JCofcRy  96 

5  1403  1WlS(COFjS)JJnftffiMl-S - AMegrie  «3 

E  0351  LESSONS  LASS  18  ff) lariy  Hente5*)l-? - JOetan*  98 

7  IMS  ROYAL  PIPER  14  (SI  A  JWdsiD  10-10-13..  -HGrtWiffl 
fi  -122  N>t  0  ROSE  8  <SfjfS\  A  (ta?cante  6-115-11  QGaftdW  9 
»  WF  SPfW6TDaCfly8ff^)PKwDlD-lM_  .  SFwttft  - 

ID  (FW  BH.L  ONE  20(F)  A  Dura  8-HW -  ..SMeteiM 

77  U£ss  las.  4-1  UreLrapNd.  5-1  HgH  Grade  11-2  Pupk:  EpWL  6-1 
Ten.  8-1  Wings  Cow.  Kn  0  This.  19-1  Wws 

COURSE  SPEC(AUSTS 

TANNSBt  f  Hasten,  t  men  bras  )0  jumk,  40.0V  C  Kim  3 
ton  9. 33  3%.  Li*  Hmes  4  ton  13. 305%,  ?  tUSnlfe.  5  ton  17. 

29  4%.  D  f  fatfaofeofl.  19  tram  67, 259%.  M  Pipe,  14  ton  ffi.  21 
JOOE&  J  Ottww.  28  wines  ton  >19  tides  233V  N 
WtoTSMi,  14  non  66  712V  A  ttNUte  19  to»  90.  21 IV  H 
Marion,  4  ton  20. 20  0V  C  Iterate.  4  ton  25. 160V  P  We.  5 
ton  50. 120%  _ 

□  Tallulah  BelJe  gave  Nick  Lirtmoden.  who 

trains  at  WdverhvnptDn  racecourse,  his  fifth 

winner  of  J997  when  landing  the  David  Copper- 

Odd  Handicap  at  the  Midlands  track  yesterday. 


- - 


)bfjUP 


THUNDBIER 

2.00  Logical  Step  3.30  Simply  Dashing 

130&  nMJWolfe  SSr 

3.00  Mister  Morose  5-00  Break  The  Rules 

Private  Handfcapper's  top  rating:  3.00  KINGDOM  OF  SHADES. 
Carl  Evans:  4.30  Master  Kit 


101  113143  GOOD  TICS  13  (te.  0  Pobfroxl  B  12-Q 


BWcam  88 


RKaattnartia  Sa-fe»dB  tern  (F  —  W  P  — 

figi.  U^-usetted  rttef.  6  —  UoDpt 
S — literal  re.  R  —  reined  D  — 
ffiajuMtaai  Marxi  tom.  tty:  aw*  to 
cuting.  F  HfbL  O-Mrtrav  V- vfea  H— 
how  E  —  EyKtadd  C-cwma.  D  — 
iteanx  nrm  CD— au»  « d  Sstaiffi 


trainer.  OF  — asm  bnane  a  ktd  ttoi 
Song  no  Mtoi  hra»  to  «oa  (F — tom.  grad  to 
fam,  mm  fi  —  gsed  S  -  srt.  good  lo  soB. 
bsaxy).  Oms  m  budsK  Tomer  Ajt  and 
•atfn.  fikta  SAP  arar  aftmance.  The  Tins 
[WXe  KBKhappcf :  rating. 


GOING-  GOOD  TO  SOFT 


TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING 


SIS 


2.00  TWESILE  OUM  NATIONAL  HUNT  HOVKBS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£3,534-  2m)  (8  nsrms) 

101  433-512  THE  PROMS  14  (EP^t  (Ur.  J  UauUI  tl  TractavtlMC.  6-11*10  _  C  Utertya  91 

HE  4PW-S3  L0emSW14JASfliBtiD(i»il^  -  -  BOwniWly  94 

UQ  012  HWAULX 13  (Dff.G)  lR  Ogtal  5  fcoofc  6-10-11  -  .  PCatfifr(  93 

1W  SWtMl  PHAR  ECHO  25  {fit  i5  C  Itacng/  i  unp6-il>-9  .  .  H  Saw*  §7 

MB  0-44425  SULYMOtilEY  13 (Mb J Ohwi t Usrty6-lD-5  RGraray  S 

IDS  0«m  PRMCEaFSAKI518(J9irareiMHanr<ratt6-mi  -  ...  OfienBey  E0 

107  606  MAPlfTW 25 4-15-0..  - . -  RCwa  83 

IOC  03W-  WHITER  BORN  353  (S  Aw»«RJ**“  M04).  -  .  R  Honoris  (7)  - 

BETTRC:  7-4  jana.H  2-1  Tie  ftraa.  94  bral  Stas.  U1  Ed®.  10-1  Sray  Money.  IM 
1996'  PUREVALUE  1-10-9  R  OuaMoffy  j  Wi  U  W  LcKty  11  tan 

FORM  FOCUS 


TIC  PROMS  41  2nd  td  14  to  My  dwty  Man  ra 
noncr  tawfle  tl  TamOH  On.  ioO)  LOGICAL 
STS1 1110  3rd  id  II  u  SpentM  m  novice  tirade 
a  TMostet  On.  aB)  JSNMHX  n  Sid  oUO  to 


Fnnavrara  n  nonce  bade  41  Ayi  i2m  qoM  n 
soffl  PHAR  ECHO  Heal  Ldetusy  1!  *  liwwrtr 
inner  tatriop  lude  ra  Ayr  12m  41.  goedj 
Setectiou  JERVAULX 


2.30 


WHITE  RABBIT  HANDICAP  CHASE  (M.521.  3m)  (7  runners) 


2C1  171112-  GflSTAL  WOLFF  307  (CQ.G-SI  (Wrera®  Uiei  1  Pasta  5-12-0  R  Durwcody  96 

20?  1341(47-  CAMTOOV  447  (G.SI  U  L«K1  I  P«J3r  7-11-1? . P  CraOeny  90 

203  6R-1121  MCGFEfinfl  THE  THRU  96  (D>  .G»|tiih  C  Mraato  I  6  Rafta®  U-n-<  A  Ddbbn  91 

201  254-234  DE5TM  DI5TRUUAL  20  (5)  It'  Mrawi  D  (Utrinn  6-H-2  0  Brmwfcr  ~ 

225  5251M  N0R7HAMT5  13  O.VSI  (C  ItaRvsm)  W  Suny  11-11-0  .  fl  Mc&ah  fi)  ® 

206  3FOSP-2  CAieiDT  KMGH1  14  (05)  IM  taesi  II  IntiiaHta*'.  li-iO-i?  C  UewiyQ  «. 

201  2P31KQ  RWBt  BOUNTY  13  (B&F&S)  njptanA.  Bxristoril  C  took*  11-10-1?  G  Srafley  9? 
BETTOS:  5-2  Ue&ega  ^  TtaH  3-1  tiontjfc  4-1  Gsneal  14'aUe.  6-1  Catanw.  8-1  Oesm  O  Eaiuta  :C-i 
CrataM  Kmspl  14-1  finer  Bora*» 

1996.  GENERAL  WOLFF  7-11-2  H  Oionodv  15-6  ta.t  T  Ftrsta  6  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


GBtStAL  WOLFF  111  2nd  to  Macro Kl  Boy  m 
tmbap  J  Ayr  (4m.  srft).  CAH7TOV  ?*f!  2W  <d 
4  to  Fffll  Dl  InBora  to  ttase  tt  Sstoowo  On  llOy. 
goaf)  MCGREGOR  THE  THBU)  txra  tori  Stamp 
IE)  0  rice  ra  DJeflenfiran  l4o i  0003)  DESTM 
DTSTIflWAL  8X1  4*i  a)  10  to  YSw  Fancy  ra 
fttte  I  Pietrgt  Hunfte  ra  Ctiegdc*  (ran.  gocri) 


NORTHANTS  111  3rd  td  5  to  fttepermg  Sue)  a. 
Itariup  chase  afliGmU  tart  to  U/li  CAU- 
aot  OUGHT  llyl  2nd  to  I tme  Buccanea  0 
tacdczp  dose  ra  tMcester  (3ra  if,  good  to  schi 
JWER  BCtWTY  SJ  M  to  Gotom  Sow  * 
brariop  dose  B  Heatwv  <2m  41  tarti 
SefcCMV  CAMELOT  KNIGHT 


3.00 


QUHN  OF  HEARTS  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£4.815.  2m  41)  (9  runners) 

301  16-5056  BETTER  TNES  AKAD  6  (CJG£)  <£  Bnggs.  G  Rdirata  11-12-0  A  Dobfato  66 

302  11F3-10  4BSTHT  MOROSE  13  (G.Si  lUr.  J  UuU)  N  tccttMtane  7-11-4  C  Uwtyn  96 
203  MXP0-&  ALLEGAIKW  83  (V.DAS)  IK  f-ipr  fan®  M  7-11-1  Jan*  Emk  90 

304  21-44  TIBETAN  8)  (BFfi)  (Ltoy  Honcri  L*W  Hunts  5-11-0  ..  R  Dmnmfy  83 

305  05-1120  BURNT  IMP  20  fitf-OS)  rtr  Uconi  C  (tout  7-16-17  J  Catagftrai  91 

306  011-443  OUTSET  20  (CVGJS)  jU  fflasl  M  rtsnrand  7-ltt-lO-  Hr  C  Bormn  (3j  93 

307  311-262  KKDCM  OF  SHADES  14  (5)  (B  Opto)  A  T until  7-10-10  .  P  Oratory  © 

VS  343044  KA/7AX  6  (Cfi(  tC  Moptei  J  Car  6-10-2 . -  f  Lobf  (3)  W 

309  21IV230  DM  ALT  DANCER  23  (CJJ.S5)  (B  Case,  U  P«k  7-104) _  .  G  Supple  68 

BETTING:  S7  l&wdon  «  Stadc  7-2  (tot  9-?  Item  Morose.  S-i  Tibetan.  7-1  Brani  tap.  8-1  uxat  12-1 
anas 

1996:  OUTSET  6-10-1  C  f  5*ai  (9- 1)  U  Kmranl13  rar 

FORM  FOCUS 


BETTBJ  TIMB  AHEAD  dHM  Cto  P  7  ID  All  TJ* 
Aos  to  taricap  ctase  ra  Newoate  (2m  41 
oratol.  MISTER  MOROSE  241  (Vi  olifl  to  Itekc  A 
Stand  to  Tote  Goto  Trophy  ^  Nertuy  (2m  M0». 
good)  TBETAM  101  4to  rt  7  10  Pwnotoe  n 
wnditrap  tudle  ra  Wdteby  (2m  71.  mto) 
OUTSET  5KI  3rd  ol  13  to  Titymmy  T06  in  grade 
■  Trie  Srarim  Hafitap  Hndto  (2m  61.  Qood) 


raft  BURNT  IMP  (38>  tatter  off)  241  8ft  XM&- 
DOM  DF  SHADES  II  2nd  01  <  to  Copper  Em  to 
hnfiop  bade  ra  Neetouy  12m  SL  goorfi  fiAfTAK 
l3y»rfe  si  ID  to  Celaslnl  On  ro  haricaf. 
hratOe  to  Henradt  (an  41.  goal)  DIWAU0ANC- 
ER  i2l  7ft  at  t6  to  Ntarfeao  in  taabap  tunfle  ra 
laaste  {2m  41  11  Oy,  good  to  tell) 

Setedm  KMGD0M  0F9TADES 


3.30  GLENGOYNE  HIGHLAND  MALT  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.631:  2m  41)  (5  runners) 

401  1F1DF  SIMPLY  DASHN6  20  (WXBF/.RS)  (S  HsnmcnJ)  I  Estety  6-12-0  R  Grainy  92 

402  21/34P  MAJOR  LOOK  13  (F)  (Mr.  H  Cfarte)  5  Enrium  9-11-4 .  A  DotMn  K 

<03  411112  EU0K  14  (DJF/AS)  (0  U  Pipe  5-11-4  . .  it  DBranty  @ 

404  32  GARETHSCM  22  (P  8  G  Mena)  Mbs  H  KnigM  6-11-4  .. ..  D  Briagmln  77 

405  53520-4  GONE  AWAY  32  (C  LysqftQ  M  Hamoond  8-11-4  . .  Ur  C  Bonner  (3)  - 

BETTMG:  4fi  Smty  Deftinp  6-4  Erripe.  12-1  tortoon.25-1  Gone  Array.  33-1  ter»  LnoV 

1996:  THE  STEY  MONK  612-1  R  Dranody  (2-7  h>)  6  RrOtrO-.  4  no 

FORM  FOCUS 


SUPLY  QASHMG  beat  Styfne  itt  n  mrix 
dose  mb  come  and  dtsteia  (good  to  Inn)  on 
Iasi  conpieled  outa®  EUSPE  1*1  2nd  m  3  to 
Sqon  SA  In  (Wee  c tee  41  Nentuy  (2m  If. 


& 


GARE7HSON  5/wt  (read  2nd  Of  15  to 
600k  n  amice  due  to  Tokk»  {2m  S. 

SIMPLY  DASNUG  (nap) 


4.00  SCOTTISH  EQUITABLE/ JOCKEYS  ASSOCIATION  SERES  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2,853:  2m  40  (13  runners) 


501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 

507 

508 

509 

510 

511 

512 

513 


1071F41  OAT  COUTURE  13  (DAS)  (A3*mtert  M  l  lingo  9-12-0 -  R  Sun*  94 

5430QP  ELPtXS  13  (Fi)  (fa  M  VOm)  M  Henna*  5-7  MO  _  Mr  C  Bam  fi)  98 
FOOP-12  GIG  STRAW  67  (CJJ.BF.CLS)  (E  Jane)  U  Pipe  Mi -10 -  Jrarte  Evans 


(A  SintaoiB)  M  W  tarty  6-11-7  ..  .  R  6»s  91 

tety)  D  Gandoto  5-11-5 .  fl  ttommty  K» 

(P  Vtoeel)  W  Juris  8-11-4  ...  .0  BrUnoter  98 

(Ms  H  Ctartei  S  BraetehM  6-1141  ...  A  Ootitim  95 
(Ms  L  Jmriij)  J  j  nm  Er10-13  R  Mcfinto  (5)  90 
,  s  S  Han  Mbs  S  hail  9-1 M  .  .  .  .  K  Grate  94 
17  (Of.Gj  (P  Jcne-I  Us  6  Utarty  7-102  .  ?  Holley  89 
rUJS)  Rjrwtri  Racrao)  R  Erity  MP-0  .  .  P  Certwiy  89 
XFfi)  (Ms  A  OSeffwn)  R  Peacori  9-104) .  R  Mesey  |3)  - 

24  (fl  Seem  U  7rae  6-104)  .._ . C  Lkxrt*(n  72 

BETTING:  3-1  Bfc  Stand.  7-2  ftwedue.  6-1  Ftaton  Wed.  7  1  CM  Zoom.  8-1  TopsawyW.  10-1  other- 
1996:  SAW  CB.  M0-J2  J  Lotas  (2-1)  T  Junta  8  or 


231-341  PUREVALUE  20  (CJ)J 
142104)  SELATAN  31  (S)  , 
C0113P  HOOOfttKER  31  (COT 
1-63312  BARTON  WARD  13  (0) 
31U32-0  SANG  H  7R01BLE  13  I 
0aP715-2  TOPSAWYffl  13 
13210-4  AlflUJfWMFIMW 
4-12840  CASSUTS  BOY  7 
243P1/P  MJNS  CONE  81(1 
42-P066  SWST  IRBrnNO 


FORM  FOCUS 


OAT  COUTURE  ben  Panri  Ml  in  9-rum  hrari- 
gp  hurtle  ra  Ayr  (2m  41.  good  to  soil)  BIG 
S7RAAD  Kl  2nd  to  14  to  Top  Jnaito  r  ramtein 
Ireriap  India  a)  tenter  Abbot  i2m  GL  soil). 
PlREVALUE  beto  State  OpDm  nil  in  7-flnw 
tantotwefle  ra  WtrietyfiroTt  flood)  HOOD- 
vn5®  head  art  HI  3rd  to  18  to  Yes  Man  n 
roreficap  teidfe  ra  Uamew  pa  S  nOyd.  good  m 


sod)  Into  dart  b9  seam.  BARTON  WARD  121 
2nd  ol  14 10  Metanoro  Towr.  ra  amice  Iwnfle  ra 
mater  fim  110ft),  good).  BANG  H  TflOLBLE 
71  du  to  3  to  Ctoftroal  Kid  n  lariop  taedle  to 
Ap  Ido  61.  good)  Sal  stan  last  seeoi 
TbPSAWyBI  3)  2nd  to  13  to  Here  Q*»  Hohe 
n  hnfiop  hurtle  ra  Cratertri  On  31.  good). 
Sefecflort  PUTEVALUE 


4.30 


WALRUS  HUNTERS  CHASE  (Amauus:  £1.544:  3m)  (11  runners) 

£01  U05-12  CDWTRY  TARR0G9I IV  IDAS)  (Ur,  M  Coopa)  T  WaUud  8-12-7  N  Wfcori  (5)  - 

KE  3PffPM  LORD  RBJC  14  (5)  (Mrs  H  Ctartoe)  S  Braobshaw  11-12-7 -  R  Fnri  (h  87 

603  11133-3  MY  NOUNS  14®J)JF/&5}  IP  Nehoflil  0  Netinfe  MH.  R  ftatoo  (J)  ffi 

W4  3F27411-  THE  MAJOR  GENERAL  318  (DAS)  (R  OgOM  6  (faeftads  10-12-7  A  Ogden  (7)  82 

605  PU5-000  CHAHJES  DELIGHT  14  (G^)  {Arttsan  FteWrs)  Lto  C  rtris  9-12-4  A  Statecne  fi|  - 

6 06  1W  RASTER  WT  9  (BF/.Gfi 1  (J  BAnger  J  84tye  6-12-4.  .  .  J  Brioge  (7)  « 

607  0344-  GLEN  OAK  313P  (Bi)  (R  Manstol)  0  Doggrai  12-12-0 .  U  Rhnei  (3|  - 

608  34FU10-  UHEMEANUES  ZS1F  (FjG)  |T  KduBs]  F  Mcbtols  7-12-0.  .  N  R  IRttB  (7)  65 

609  3322-2P  UQBLZ  JSSSOififfl  IM  pi  T  Geofle  9-12-0 -  ate  S  Sammft  (7)  78 

610  002M4P-  tRAVB.  BOUND  ISP  (B)  (M  Utotaety  U  lUreara  12-124)  0  Bam  (7)  - 

611  1PPPQIP-  Ml  FT  LAST  436  (S)  if  IHftew)  F  MMbk  11-11-9 .  L  Brown  (7)  - 

BETTING:  2-1  itan  Ul  11-4  Lord  Uric  7-Z  My  Korrmea.  02  Tba  ttyor  Genera),  7-1  Cortrv  kaogw  75- 1 
Motide  atesenptr.  33-1  totan. 

199&  CUTS  MAN  8-12-2  M  throel  (7-4)  H  liretcn-DMB  9  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


LORD  RHJC  31 2nd  toll  to  Inch  Mud  to  hater 
dost  to  fcngw  On  <1  110yd.  good)  Mir  MY 
NOWS  fated  oB  3rd. 

THE  MAJOR  GENERAL  beto  Coppra  Thtsde  d& 
Once  m  10-nan  nano-  tuite  dost  ra  Wfftty 


(3m  HOwLand)  final  toad  fast  season.  MOBILE 
WSSafeSrafa to 5  to  The UlWrmtcr  m 
mice  hrariop  chee  al  Martzl  Rasm  (3m  11. 
aai 


5.00 


LEVY  BOARD  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£3.039:  2m)  (10  nmn) 


10 


0421  BREAK  THE  HJLES  8  (&)  (A  Urea)  U  I5pe  5-11-9  -  G  Supple  (7)  85 

5-30  Bt/TTERWCX  KING  IB  (Ur»  M  Barierl  fi  F«ey  5-11-4  . .  .  ._  P  AMn  80 

2.8  COOL  AS  A  CUCUMBER  22  (Rtetei  Amt)  0  3wwwt  6-11-4  U  Rlctanfc  - 

00  anOFASI  PET  SB  (SnUtl  PeewJrinuat)  S  tesdcJo.  7-11-4  C  Llewelyn  - 

43  HA  MOONLIGHT  29  (Ms  J  OttH  C  Bar*  5-11-4 - -  G  tarty-  - 

PHASE  BE  G73F  (I  Tran  T  Me  7-11-4 . .  .  . ..  _  R  fiamtty  - 

3P-  HVEAUK  328  (R  Ootyi)  G  Itatanb  7-11-4 . . P  Catffly  - 

ROYAL  SCMIAR  IMF  iWfllty  Syareoj  tte  A  Penfll  5-11-4  fl  DarwaxJy  - 

050  JESSOLLE  B  (C  Ffcal  G  BKbrads  5-10-13  — - -  A  Dobbtoi  64 

20  UJTAMSSB  9  01  (U  Jami  V  Pipe  4-KF6. -  .  Am*  Etars  ® 


BETTML  11-4  Roygrt  Srirtta,  100-30  Bb*  I7e  flris.  9-2  Ur  MOtotyK.  5-1  MoUnassft.  8-1  Jessote  iu-i 
Aroraei  12-t  oftn 

1998:  DARK  STRANGBt  5-11-6  D  WUphs  (9-2)  C  &mte  M  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


BREAK  THE  BULB  beto  Demi  Peart  3W  in 
13-roma  natan  fertile  to  Tramn  (in  tl.  gonfi. 
Bim5?vnc»  KW6  4»l  3rd  rt  14  to  QwnflO  » 
ocMce  hade  to  Crafele  Cm  U.  good)  penmntor 
sal.  COOL  AS  A  CUCUMBER  SOT  Gtfi  to  18  to 
Bra)  Biota  in  XtoenaJ  HIM  FW  ns  to  Twcrste 
(2m.  good  to  3*1 

fcSwHJSKr  2«(  3rd  to  22  to  Kng  Mt  to 
mora  fid  Fa  race  a!  Hutonpdon  (bn  HOjtt. 
good  lo  ad).  RFYEAUX  71 3rd  to  22  to  Uarttung 


Marnuc  In  Mataanal  Hud  Ftra  rat*  ra  Sartmm  (2m 
110yd.  refi)  fast  moo  ROYAL  SCWfTAR  bod 
UontoD  1HI  m  9-omf  Lcted  tawtapto  Cherio 
(Im  51 89yd.  good  to  soil)  final  Fa  flan  m  Aujri 
1996 

MUTAWASSB  B2I  Bfli  ol  15  to  KaTOei  House  in 
nnce  hide  to  LingSeld  (2m  110yd.  Treaty)  Pit- 
MUty  a  2m  to  10  to  Three  Framings  «  radn 

huflfa  toso  to  IntyU  12m  noyd  h*) 
Setootr  BREAK  D€  RULES 


SPECIALIST^ 


HAYDOCK  PARK:  Trainers:  T  For¬ 

ster.  3  winners  horn  7  runnere.  42  S%; 
6  Richards,  32  Iron)  105.  30.5%:  T 

Tale,  5  from  T7.  234%;  N  Twrston- 

Davies,  16  from  83,  25.4%:  D 
Nicholson,  tl  from  46.  23-9%;  C 
Brooks,  7  tram  30. 23 .3%. 

Jockeys:  R  Dunwoody,  22  vdnners 
from  75  rides,  29.3%,  R  Supple.  4 
from  14. 28.6%,  C  Llewellyn,  12  from 

48, 25.0%:  D  Brfdgwaler,  11  from  44, 

25.0%;  G  Bradley.  8  from  36.  222%; 
A  Dobbin,  tl  from  56.  19.6% 


MESH  TECHNIQUE 

HERNIA  REPAIR 


Performed  as  a  day  use  under 
foul  anaesthetic  by  Speoa&t 
Hernia  Repair  Surgeons. 
Fast  effective  treatment  ensures 
rapid  return  (o  normal, 
internet:  wnwnwhccornfamia 


The  London  Hernia  Centre 

01 71-328  1228 


.  1 


1 
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RUGBY  UNION:  ENGLAND  COACH  REMAINS  UNMOVED  BY  LIONS’  PREFERENCES  FOR  FIVE  NATIONS’  CHAMPIONSHIP  CLASH_VVrrHFRANCE 


Rowell  sticks  with  team 


By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 


THE  British  Isles  selectors  may 
disagree,  but  Jade  Rowell,  die 
England  coach,  is  not  for  turning 
where  his  side  is  concerned.  In  the 
wed;  in  which  the  Lions  ignored 
the  England  threequarrens  in  their 
preliminary  tour  party.  Rowell 
yesterday  named  an  unchanged  XV 
for  the  five  nations’  championship 
match  with  France  at  Twickenham 
on  March  I. 

Rowell  will  remember  taking  an 
unchanged  XV  through  die  19*55 
championship,  which  ended  in  a 
grand  slam  for  England,  and  he  is 
not  disposed  to  drop  those  who 
have  accumulated  87  points  in 


record  victories  over  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  The  only  amendment  to 
the  match  squad  which  did  duly  in 
Dublin  last  weekend  sees  the 
return  as  replacement  hooker  of 
Phil  Greening,  whose  knee  injury 
allowed  Richard  Codcerill  a  brief 
glimpse  of  the  big  time. 

“We  have  all  been  searching  for 
this  integrated  rugby  for  so  king 
and  for  players  with  the  ability  to 
become  involved  in  that  kind  of 
game,"  Les  Cusworth,  the  assistant 
coach,  said.  “We  saw  signs  of  it  in 
Dublin,  but  there  is  still  some  way 
to  go.  Players  are  still  being 
squeezed  under  pressure,  but  some 
questions  were  answered  at  the 
weekend." 

Thus  Jeremy  Guscott  and  Austin 


Healey,  late  replacements  against 
Ireland,  return  to  the  bench,  and 
Will  Greenwood  —  named.  Eke 
them,  by  the  Lions  —  remains  as 
England  captain  for  the  A  interna¬ 
tional  with  France  on  February  28. 
Few  will  have  expected  anything 
eke,  including  Phil  de  GlanvQle, 
who  informed  an  audience  at  the 
Cambridge  University  Union  on 
Wednesday  night  that  he  has  no 
great  rapport  with  Fran  Cotton,  the 
British  Lions  manager. 

De  Glanviile,  the  England  cap¬ 
tain,  was  critical  of  the  tinting  of  the 
Lions  squad  announcement  on 
Monday  —  regardless  of  his  omis¬ 
sion  —  because  he  felt  that  it  would 
be  a  distraction  to  players  concen¬ 
trating  on  the  five  nations’.  "It  is  no 


ENGLAND  TEAM 


ENGLAND:  TAG  SSmem  (Nncastta):  J  M 
SMgMwbne  {BathL  W  DC  Oaritao  WaiteqmJ. 
P  R  dc  Oanvflt  (Bah.  Undemood 

RWaatel.PJBrayCTQ^igTipbrt.ACT 

OomeaaS  (Waapt),  G  C  RoaMma  (Scasfcn,  M 
P  Roan  (Bristol),  j  Leonard  (Hadaquhst.  LBN 


P  Regan  (Brian],  J  Leonard  (Hedequhs).  LBN 
Oofiagfo  yitespsj.  M  O  Jchnaon  (Lacaoer),  S  D 
Star  IftSMl).  R  A  m  (Saracens}.  T  A  K  Rodber 
fltathan^attxVAm^.RqplactaBtaJCGiBQatt 
(BafliJ.M  J  Ctft(BathLAHaatayto*aat«].  PBT 
Gmring  (Gfaucestert  D  J  Garfatt  0j*aOv).B 
BCtatafcdmontfl. 


Man  Cotton."  de  Glanvlte  told  his 
audience.  "When  I  was  one  of  the 
England  players*  representatives 
during  difficult  early  negotiations 
with  the  Rugby  Football  Union 
[RFU|  this  season,  I  had  some 


interesting  discussions  with  him. 
When  he  was  appointed  Lions 
manager.  I  draught  it  was  unlikely 
-I  would  be  going  to  South  Africa." 

Rowell's  priorities  remain  the 
development  of  a  team  that  can 
successfully  challenge  for  fee  1999 
World  Cup.  a  development  feat  has 
the  experience  and  calm  authority 
of  de  Glanviile  and  W31  Carling  at 
its  heart —  for  now.  Moreover,  the 
success  of  his  team  will  help  to 
area  tea  less  frenetic  outlook  among 
the  England  administrators  as  they 
explore  the  new  world  of 
professionalism. 

Yesterday,  fee  second  division 
dubs  discussed  fee  structure  df  the 


domestic  game  at  Rugby  while  one 
of  their  number  outlined  the  hard 


feds  of  sporting  life-  Frank  War¬ 
ren,  who  has  taken  over  fit 

•  chairmanship  of  Bedford,  admitted 

that  he  had  already  invested  twice 
the  sum  he  had  anticipated  in  the 
dub  this  season. 

“We  don't  expect  to  make  any 
profit  for  five  years,  but  are  haw  to 
admit  a  professional  attitude,  on. 
‘  and  ofTfee  field."  Warren  said,  .‘ff 
-players  expect  to  receive  payment 
then  they  have  to  perform  to  a 
standard  that  matches  foe  expecta¬ 
tions  of  their  employers. 

“1  am  determined  feat  Bedford 
win  become  the  No  l  dub  in  fee 
country  within  the  next  five  years, 
but  we  are  going  to  have  to  invest 
,  heavily  'and -our  members  are 
■  going  to  have  to  pay  more.  Our 


facilities  aren’t  good  enough  and 

we  shall  have  to  tookat  whether  we 

develop  (Gddington  Foadj  or 
whether  we  move  somewhere  else 
in  the  town  if  we  art  to  entertain  the 
likes  of  Bafe  and  Leicester.  We  can 
no  longer  be  a  benevolent  society." 

White  representatives  of  fee  sec¬ 
ond  division  dubs  debated  a  pro¬ 
posal.  from  Nottingham  feat  there 
should  be  nd  relegation  this  seascai. 
and  fee  size  of  fee  division  next 
season,  Moseley  splashed  opt  once 
more  by  signing  Ian  Smith,  the 
Scotland  flanker,  from  Gloucester. 
Smith  has  been  at  odds  wife 
Gloucester  for  most  of  this  season 
and  has  played  little  firsHeam 
rugby.  He  hopes  to  make  his  debut 
against  Rugby  on  March  8. 
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Sight  Newcastle  spirit  to 

controls  be  put  to  the  test 

By  David  Hands  1 


CUFF  BRITTLE  admit¬ 
ted  yesterday  that  he  has 
relaxed  his  demand  for 
another  special  general 
meeting  of  the  Rugby 
Football  Union  (RFU)  to 
debate  the  game’s  future, 
but  he  called  for  stricter 
regulation  of  the  move¬ 
ment  of  players  and  fee 
control  of  finances. 

Brittle,  chairman  of  the 
RFU  executive  committee, 
accepted  on  a  visit  to  Fylde 
that  the  union  and  its 
leading  dubs  had  estab¬ 
lished  a  legally-binding 
agreement  “But  people  in 
the  game  of  rugby  are 
worried  about  its  future 
and  the  use  of  money 
earned  by  the  sport"  he 
said.  “Clubs  in  fee  third 
and  fourth  divisions  are 
committed  to  just  as  much 
expenditure  —  sometimes 
more  when  it  comes  to 
traveL 

“I  am  very  unhappy 
about  the  situation  in 
which  the  RFU  and.  in¬ 
deed,  the  Welsh  Rugby 
Union  have  bad  to  bail  out 
some  dubs." 

Representatives  of  the 
European  elite  meet  in 
Dublin  today  to  discuss 
the  structure  of  next  sea¬ 
son.  amid  speculation  that 
a  television  agreement  in¬ 
volving  Scotland,  Ireland 
and  Wales  is  nearing 
fruition. 


It  is  difficult,  in  fee  compar¬ 
ative  backwaters  of  the 
second  division  of  the 
Courage  Clubs  Champion¬ 
ship,  to  gauge  whether  we  at 
Newcastle  are  as  good  as  we 
might  like  to  think  we  are. 
Unlike  Leicester,  our  oppo¬ 
nents  at  home  in  the 
Pilltington  Cup  tomorrow, 
Newcastle  lack  the  intensity  of 
weekly  competition  provided 
in  the  first  division/- 
As  much  as  we  want  to  win. 
fee  quarter-final  is  a  perfect 
opportunity  to  assess  how  far 
the  team  has  come  in  a  short 
time.  Wife  due  respect  to  the 
sides  we  have  met  this  season. 
Leicester  are  a  cut  above  them. 
Our  defeat  of  West  Hartlepool 
earlier  in  the  competition  was 
an  indication  that  we  could 
compete  at  the  bottom  end  of 
the  first  division.  The  top  end 
is  another  matter. 

We  rejected  the  chance  to 
take  the  march  to  Gateshead  to 
accommodate  a  bigger  audi¬ 
ence.  The  tickets  went  in  two 
days.  I  would  rather  have 
Leicester  face  us  wife  6JXJ0 
hemmed  in  at  Kingston  Park. 

These  are  the  days  1  am 
ambitious  for  at  Newcastle. 
The  match  itself  has  numer¬ 
ous  sub-plots.  Gary  Arm¬ 
strong  is  up  against  Austin 
Healey  at  scrum  half;  there 
will  be  a  great  battle  in  the 
centre  between  Alan  Tait  and 
Will  Greenwood;  Nick  Pop- 
plewell  and  Ross  Nesdale.  our 
Ireland  front  row  duo.  take  on 


the  Leicester  ABC  dub;  can 
Carafe  Archer  out-jump  Mar¬ 
tin  Johnson  at  fee  lineout?  For 
my  part  I  have  never  faced 
Jod  Stransky,  whose  play  I 
admire. 

These  are  the  sort  of  names 
who  have  given  rugby  such  a 
tremendous  lift  in  the  profes¬ 
sional  era.  The  game’s  profile 
has  been  boosted,  and  in  the 
five  nations*  championship  we 
have  already  witnessed  profes¬ 
sionalism’s  benefits  in  greater 
fitness  and  enhanced  physical 
strength. 


England's  record-break¬ 
ing  defeats  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland  were  direct 
results  of  dubs’ efforts.  If  there 
is  one  thing  that  I  would  like  to 
see  changed,  however,  it  is  the 
breaking  up  of  fee  dominance 
of  Leicester,  Bath.  Wasps  and 
Harlequins.  Sale,  Saracens 
and  Northampton  are  striving 
hard,  but  I  believe  that 
Newcastle  have  the  potential 
to  get  into  the  top  four, 
hopefully  next  year,  and  be  a 
competitive  force  in  Europe, 
eventually. 

The  references  to  Newcastle 
being  a  team  of  mercenaries 
anger  me.  The  nearest  lag  dub 
from  here,  on  the  eastern  side 
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Rob  Andrew  sees  the  visit  of 
Leicester  to  Tyneside  as  a  time 
to  assess  the  progress  of  his  side 


of  the  country,  is  a  four-hour 
drive,  at  Leicester.  The 
Newcastle  Falcons  venture  is  a 
genuine  attempt  to  redress 
that  imbalance,  to  reverse  the 
trend  of  players  moving  south, 
and  to  give  rugby  in  the  North 
a  new,  vibrant  and.  hopefully,, 
winning  focus. 

It  is  not  an  expensive  side  to 
run;  our  wage  bQl  compared 
with  many  other  dubs  is  not 
excessive.  Big-money  signings 
have  been  around  in  rugby 
much  longer  than  people  care 
to  remember,  except  it  was 
rugby  union  players  switching 
for  significant  sums  to  rugby 
league.  All  that  has  happened 
is  feat  the  traffic  is  now 
moving  in  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion.  Va’aiga  Tuigamala,  inci¬ 
dentally,  whom  we  signed  on 
Wednesday,  cannot  play 
against  Leicester  as  he  was 
cup-tied  by  Wasps. 

Team  spirit  is  usually 
forged  over  years,  but  at 
Newcastle  there  is  already  that 
spirit,  the  will  to  win  and  thirst 
for  success.  From  a  playing 
point  of  view,  tomorrow  will 
be  my  biggest  day  in  16 
months  at  Newcastle;  victory 
would  be  a  bonus. 

URob  Andrew  is  director  of 
rugby  at  Newcastle. 
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Rios  plays  a  forehand  during  his  defeat  by  Damm  in  a  match  in  which  both  players  woe  hampered  by  injury 


Injuty  fails  to  burst  Damm’s  resolve 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


MARTIN  DAMM.  of  fee 
Czech  Republic,  shrugged  off 
the  inconvenience  of  a  twisted 
ankle,  sustained  in  the  dosing 
stages  of  his  match  wife 
Marcelo  Rios  yesterday,  to 
advance  to  the  quarterfinals 
of  the  European  Community 
Championship  in  Antwerp 
with  a  4-6, 7-5. 7-6  victory. 

Damm,  ranked  No  48  in  the 
world,  had  led  5-2  in  the 
deciding  set  against  the  Chil¬ 
ean,  who  last  weekend  was 
forced  to  retire  because  of  a  leg 
injury  in  die  final  of  a  tourna¬ 
ment  in  Makefiles,  and  final¬ 
ly  went  through  after  a  tie- 
break. 

Damm  won  the  first  meet¬ 


ing  between  the  two  players 
after  a  contest  lasting  two 
hours,  12  minutes,  but  Rios 
said  that  he  was  stiH  suffering 
from  fee  leg  injury  feat  had 
forced  him  to  retire  four  days 
eariier. 

"I  don’t  think  I  was  fit 
enough  to  have  played,"  Rios, 
22,  the  second  seed,  said.  “My 
leg  didn't  fed  so  good.  Every 
point  was  killing  my  leg. -I 
didn’t  feel  like  l  wanted  to  quit 
during  the  match  —  t  did  that 
already.  But,  if  I  had  won,  I 
don’t  think  I  would  have  been 
able  to  play  the  next  match 
anyway." 

After  having  his  left  article 
taped,  Damm  came  back  out 
to  secure  a  meeting  in  the  last 
eight  wife  Mane  Goeliner,  of 


Germany,  on  the  first  of  three 
match  pewits. 

PWr  Korda,  fee  29year-dd 
Czech,  defeated  Javier  Sin- 
chez.  of  Spain,  b-3,  6-3,  and 
Francisco  Qavet  accounted 
for  Johan  Van  Herd;  of 
BdgnnmSti,M,6-3. 

The  tournament  has  been 


players,  wife  Boris  Becker  and 
Goran  Ivanisevic  forced  to 
withdraw  before  playing  their 
matches.  .  • 

Andrew  Richardson,  from 
Lincolnshire,  fee  top  seed,  will 
meet  Luke  Milligan,  die  Great 
Britain  Davis  Cup  player.,  in 
fee  quarter-finals  of  the  LTA 
men’s  indoor  satellite  touznar 
mem  at  Eastbourne  today. 

In  the  second  round  yester¬ 


day,  Richardson  defeated  the 
Lancastrian  player,  Barry 
Cowan,  6-2.  7-6,  while 

Milligan,  from  Middlesex, 
knocked  out  Markus  Wis- 
lesperger,  fee  German  qualifi¬ 
er.  5-7, 6-1, 6-3. 

□  Greg  Rusedski,  fee  British 
No  2.  has  confirmed  his  entry 
for  fee  Nottingham  Open, 
which  will  be  staged  from 
June  16  to  21.  Rusedski,  who 
has  readied  the  finals  of  the 
Croatian  Open  and  a  tourna¬ 
ment  in  San  Jose  in  the  past 
three  weeks,  said:  “Itoi  really 
looking  forward  to  returning 
to  Nottingham,  Its  always  a 
thrill  to  playin  front  of  a  home 
crowd  nid  I’m  determined  to 
improve  on  ray  semifinal 
showing  [ of  last  year]." 
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BASKETBALL 


FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Fourth  round:  Notthg- 
hemForarfOBtacUum  Rovers  3 
MTERNATtONAL  MATCH:  Graw»  0  Por¬ 
tugal  0 On Aliens). 

SPANISH  LEAGUE  AMtlao  Madrid  2 


Vonnyarm  (Japan].  Oita  aeons  75  B 
Langmuir  (08).  78:  D  VMton  (G8J. 


Bond  5-3;  J  Had 
QuHtaMndKOi 
btO’SUhanS-l. 


(ScoQ  bt  P  Wykes  5-1 . 
o  bl  Parrott  5-3;  EMcn 


LogrortAs  0;  Zaragcca  5  Sparfinp  G^on  ft 
Racing  Santander  2  ValadoSd  0;  Espafol  0 
AMtte  Btfaao  z  OaxJo  0  Ejdramadura  0: 
Rayo  Vtacsno  »  Bed  Madrid  0:  Hercules  1 
Daportho  LaCo-ufia  3.  Bate  1 Cate Vigo  1; 
TnafcZVtaiil 

DUTCH  CUP:  Third  round  Da  Gratfachap 
Doehnchem  0  FtoOa  JC  Kertada  2. 
GERMAN  CUP:  Ouartar-flnal:  Katouhe 
SC  1  Bayern  Murtfc±i  a 
OTHER  MATCH:  AC  MOan  2  Ctaasa  0. 

□  Alottwr  rrmKtapoOporwd 


TOKYO:  Weald  Boons  Cauncfi  auper- 

rWsoM  (rTSI  B  Mu  Lsi  nawMwna 
(Japan,  tadcf)  eta. 


DURBAN:  Tour  itacte  flint  day  ot  taufl: 
Nam  335  (M  L  a™*-  105.  O  U 


Nataf  335  (M  L  Broyns  105  O  U 
Bgntenflen  103:  J  N  Qiespe  4-711; 
AtiswSans  23-0 

OHAtifc  SAAflC  tournament  (50  0WC|: 
MB  AvSn  Larta  K  Match  abandoned 
dusforait 


CYCLING 


rota  DEL  SOL:  Fouth  stage  fC 
Maiaaa.  178014:  (.  J  Bata  (B#)  4v 
T SniTifsee;  Z  E  Zabel  |G*r);  3  D  Bw- 
bama(Sp).  «.  A  Caraarwn  HO;  6,  J 

vBdmw(RuaaJfl«9amebn».  - 


FOOTBALL 


Vfodnaadey’s  tala  read* 

PA  CARLING  pR&gBSWP:  Arsenal  1 
Mon  U»  Z  Aston  Kb  2  Cewdy  Ciy  1: 
Darby  County  2  StftW  Wednesday  2\ 
LjvorpoQl4LeedsUed0  Postponed:  fa 
Ham  LW  v  Nencasfc  IM 
NATOHWOe  LEAGUE:  Rmt  dMtaK 
ftaetponed:  Quarts  Parti  Rangers  « 

fieaarg 

Sal'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Premier 
^vision:  Postconed:  Rangers  v  Dundee 
United.  Second  dhtatan.  Uviwsnn  v 
Bredift:  Swnraer  v  HarrtBon 
AVON  MSURANCC  COLfflJNATION 
LEAGUE  CUP:  UBmA  2  VUatad  a 
Wmbtaan  1  Boamemoarn  1. 

PONUNS  LEAGUE:  TIM  cMifeat  Scur> 
morpe  UnSad  0  Bay  0 
DR  MARTS©  LEAGUE  Southern  t M. 
son:  Dantoo  l  Wmey  Toim  2. 

UMSOND  LEAGUE  CUP:  Pouth  round: 
Boston  Unaad  2  Errisyl. 

PRESS  S  JOURNAL  MGHLAND 
LEAGUE:  OtNercmahr  1  Kejtfi  0.  Boo  City 
5  Fob  WSfcam  i  Ftaaabagft  3 
LossmouCi  I 
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than  annexe 
for  Rochdale 


It  was  inevitable,  I  knew 
the  lempiatkm  would  be 
too  great.  It  had  to  be  a 
teddy  bear,  or  one  of  those  bibs 
with  the  slogan,  “I’m  “The  Best 
Dribbler  In  ..."  It  is  some- 
thing  men  do  —  we  pass  oh 
our  football  teams  like  a 
family  heirloom. 

My  son,  George,  is  four 
months  old.  Among  his  few 
possessions  is  a  teddy  bear  in  a 
shiny  royal  blue  football  strip 
with  Rochdale  FC  emblazoned 
upon  il  My  father  bought  it 
and  1  am  touched  that  he 
interrupted  his  working  day  to 
visit  the  club  shop  and  buy  it 
especially  for  his  grandson. 

I  have  been  more  reticent 
about  this  gentle  indoctrina¬ 
tion  since  Rochdale  have 
brought  me  misery  and  joy  in 
equal  measures.  The  pain  of 
defeat  upon  defeat  has  some¬ 
times  been  too  acute  and  the. 
aura  of  losing  gets  on  your 
clothes,  in  your  bones.  There  is 
another  problem,  too,  of  far- 
greater  significance'  —  will 
Rochdale  survive?  Is  my  father 
encouraging  my  son  to  fall  in 
love  with  a  terminally  ill 
football  dub? 

Rochdale  are  a  typical  Na¬ 
tionwide  League  third  division 
club.  So  typical,  that  they  have 
remained  in  professional  foot¬ 
ball's  bottom  division' Ibr  23 
years,  which  is  longer  than 
anyone  else.  They  do  not  have 
the  debts  of  Millwall.  Bourne¬ 
mouth  or  Darlington,  but 
common  sense  dictates  that; 
somewhere  between  the  blade 
and  the  red,  ties  a  large 
financial  bruise  that  is  the 
Rochdale  bank  balance.  . 

Gordon  Taylor,  the  chief 
executive  of  the  Professional 
Footballers'  Association,  has 
warned  that  football’s  profes¬ 
sional  pyramid  might  not  be 
built  to  last  He  has  suggested 
that-more  “liaison’'  is  required 


MARK 

HODKINSON 


Royle  warned  over 
outburst  at  referee 


JOE  ROYLE,  .the  Evert  cm 
manager,  has  been  given  a 
warning  about  his  future 
conduct  by  die  Football 
Association  over  remarks 
he  made  to  David  EUeray, 
the  referee,'  after  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership 
match  at  Blackburn  Rovers 
in  September. 

Royle  made  his  com¬ 
ments  in  an  outburst  in  the 
dressing-rooms  after  the 
game,  during  which  the 
Harrow  official  sent  off 
Duncan  Ferguson:  Royle, 
who  attended  a'  hearing  at 
Lancaster  Gate  yesterday, 
had  been  charged  with 
misconduct  by  the  FA 

The  postponed  Coca- 
Cola  Cup  semi-final,  first 
leg  between  Stockport 


County  and  Middles¬ 
brough  has  been  rear¬ 
ranged  for  next  Wednesday 
.aLEdgeley  Piurk.  Middles¬ 
brough’s™  Premiership 
match  with  Manchester 
United,  due  to  have  taken 
place  at  Old  Trafford  the 
same  night,  has  conse¬ 
quently  been  postponed. 

Critic  yesterday  complet¬ 
ed  die  signing  of  Enrico 
Annoni.  the  AS  Roma  de¬ 
fender.  The  Italian  was 
valued  in  the  region  of 
£350,000  and  is  expected  to 
add  strength  to  a  defence 
that  has  looked  suspect  at 
times  this  season.  Celtic  are 
hoping  that  Annoni.  30, 
will  receive  international 
clearance  in  time  to  play  at 
Motherwell  tomorrow. 


between-  dubs:  If  liaising 
means  top  dubs  loaning  out 
the  odd  player  to  a  lower 
division  dub,  or  offering  use  of 
training  facilities,  the  notion  is 
fine. 

There  are  suggestions,  how¬ 
ever,  that  "liaising"  might  be  a 
cover  .for  something  more 
ominpus.  The  egocentricfty  of 
some  FA  Carling  Premiership 
dubs  is  such  thar  they  plan  to 
ask  less  wealthy  teams  to 
become  their  “feeder"  dubs. 

While  this  has  lobe  properly 
defined,  it  will  probably 
amount  to  them  taking  a 
controlling  interest  in  smaller 
clubs.  They  will  then  use  them 
to  develop  talent  under  a 
formal  agreement  to  inherit 
the  better  players.  In  other 
words.  Rochdale  could  well 
become  another  version  of 
Manchester  United  Reserves. 

Several  clubs  from  football's 
lowest  caste  have  already  ex¬ 
pressed  support  for  the  idea. 
Crewe  Alexandra  have 
climbed  into  bed  with  liver- 
pool;  the  terminology  here  has 
been  an  “alliance".  The  first 
consequence  of  this  is  that 
Gareth  .  Wb alley.  Crewe’s 
promising  midfield :  -player. 


has  been  summoned  to 
AnfieW  on  trial-  This  sets  a 
worrying  precedent,  since  it 
shows  that  Crewe's  priority  is 
not  strengdwhing  their  own 
team,  but  someone  etses.  If 
Chesterfield  and'  Wrexham 
had  adopted  the  same  policy, 
would  they  stfli  be  in  the  FA 
Cup? 

Some-  clubs  dearly  take  the 
view  that  survival  is  more 
important  than  autonomy,  but 
they  are  overlooking  a  bask 
tenet  of  being  a  football  sup¬ 
porter.  Part  of  laving  your 
team,  realty  loving,  is  an 
antipathy  towards  everyone 
else.  I  do  not  warn  to  see 
Rochdale  in  servitude  to  Liver¬ 
pool  Manchester  United  et  al 
I  want  to  see  them  victorious 
in  a  cup  match,  with  Roy 
Evans  or  Alex  Ferguson  cry¬ 
ing  into  John  Matson's  sheep- 
skin  coat  on  March  of  the  Day. 

1  support  Rochdale  precise¬ 
ly  because  they  are  an 
autocracy.  We  might  lose 
more  regularly  than  I  would 
like,  but  at  least  the  ineptitude 
is  all  our  own.  We  answer  to 
no  one,  owe  nothing  to  anyone 
—  except  the  bank.  A  large 
part  of  fanaticism  is  the  exclu¬ 
sivity  of  one's  loyalty.  It  is  a 
love  that  cannot  be  shared, 
whatever  the  inducement 
Although  my  view  might  seem 
parochial,  I  would  rather  see 
Rochdale  fold  titan  annexed. 

We  see  talent  In  its  raw  state. 
Usually,  these  players  stay 
with  the  dub  two  or  three 
seasons.  If  Rochdale  become  a 
feeder  dub.  they  will  be 
whisked  away  after  a  handful 
of  matches  . and  our  diet  will 
forever  be  the  stodgy  fare  of 
football  jouraeymen. 

.On  Tuesday,  I  watched 
Rochdale  play  Hereford  Uni¬ 
ted  at  Spatland  in  a  0-0  draw.  I 
was  part  of  the  smallest  crowd 
to  watch  a  game  of  profession¬ 
al  football  in  England  this 
season.  It  rained,  the  sleet 
came  down,  but  all  1,074  of  us 
saw  a  young  man  of  enormous 
potential  in  Rochdale's  No  10 
shirt.  His  first  touch  is  sure, 
his  passing-  elegant,  and  he 
has  the  courage  to  eschew  the 
obvious  for  the  enterprising. 
Alex  Russell  belongs  to  Roch¬ 
dale,  from  his  shin  pads  to  fus 
intelligent  footballing  brain, 
and  no  other :  dub  has  a 
times  hare  on  this  talent 
There  is  also  the  pervading 
joy  of  tiie  idiosyncratic  nature 
of  your  ,  own  particular  club. 
The  ground  has  its  own  smell 
its  own  characters;  a  whole 
series  of  beautiful  peculiari¬ 
ties.  These  east  for  their  own 
sake,  in  their  own  right  When 
Football  Club  pic  comes  along, 
they  will  be  merely 
incidentals,  an  addendum  to 
the  mother  ship  down  the 
motorway.  If  someone  offers 
to  decorate  your. house,  make 
sure  it  is  not  on  condition  that 
they  choose  the  wallpaper. 

□  Lynne  Trass  is  away. 


Alphand  slips  back  in  the  groove 


LAST  week  Luc  Alphand 
went  to  Sestriere,  Italy,  as  the 
favourite  for  the  gold  medal 
in  the  world  Alpine  skiing 
championship  downhill  race. 
Instead.  Alphand.  31.  from 
France,  crashed  into  the 
snow,  the  victim  ofa  rare  spill 
that  rained  his  medal  hopes. 

less  than  a  week  after  the 
end  of  the  championships, 
Alphand  is  back  on  the  World 
Cup  circuit,  still  in  the  run¬ 
ning  for  three  titles.  In  Gar- 
misch-Partenkirchen.  Ger¬ 
many,  yesterday  he  gave 
notice  that  he  is  stiU  a  force  on 
the .  slopes  by  posting  the 
fastest  time  in  the  practice  run 
for  the  downhill  race 
tomorrow. 

Alphand  descended  one  qf 
tire  mast  challenging  moun¬ 
tains  on  the  dreoit  in  Imin 
57-SSsec.  0.48sec  ahead  of 
Kristian  Ghedina,  of  Italy, 
who  is  second  in  the  downhill 
rankings.  Retro  Vitalini, 
another  Italian,  was  third 
fastest  in  Imin  SB.44sec. 

Bruno  Kemen,  oF  Switzer¬ 
land,  the  world  champion, 
was  eighteenth,  some  three 
seconds  behind  Alphand; 
Lasse  Kjus.  of  Norway,  the 
runner-up,  was  45th. 

Alphand  won  on  the  tough 
Kandahar  piste  last  year  but, 
after  Sestriere.  be  needs  to 
bounce  back  to  form  quickly 
in  tile  German  resort,  where 
super  giant  slaloms  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  today  and  tomorrow 
in  addition  to  the  downhill. 

Training  times  on  the 
World  Cup  circuit  can  some¬ 
times  be  misleading,  as  some 
racers  do  not  ski  to  their 
limits,  but  Alphand  went  fiat 
out  because  he  needed  to 
boost  his  self-confidence; 

“I  went  faster  than  usual 
today  because  I  needed  to 
prove  to  myself  that  1  was 
OK."  he  said.  T  had  a  week 
off  after  Sestriere  but  1  man¬ 
aged  to  motivate  myself  for 
the  World  Cup  immediately." 

Alphand  is  also  bidding  to 
become  the  first  Frenchman 
to  win  die  overall  World  Cup 
title  since  Jean-daude  Killy, 
in  1968.  He  is  just  four  points 
behind  KJetil  Andre  Aainodt, 
of  Norway,  who  clocked  the 


Alphand  was  in  prime  form  in  downhill  practice  at  Garmisch-Partenkirchen  yesterday 


25th-fesf*st  downhill  time  of 
2min  OLOIsec  but  is  a  stronger 
all-round  skier. 

There  are  11  races  left  in  the 
World  Cup  programme,  sev¬ 
en  of  which  are  speed  events, 
in  which  Alphand  will  have 
the  chance  to  pick  up  points. 
He  leads  in  the  downhill  and 


super  giant  slalom  standings 
and  has  737  points  to 
Aamodi's  741  overall  In  the 
downhill,  Alphand  has  a  71- 
point  lead  over  Ghedina.  who 
won  the  bronze  medal  in 
Sestriere  By  vanning  the  first 
super  giant  slalom  of  his 
career  in  Laax,  Switzerland. 


in  January.  Alphand  has  also 
taken  the  lead  in  that  event.  21 
points  ahead  of  Ham  Knaus, 
of  Austria. 

The  weather  was  warm  in 
Garmisch .  yesterday,  but 
organisers  were  confident 
that  the  races  would  be  able  to 
go  ahead. 


GOLF:  ECCENTRICITY  TO  FORE  AS  RESOLUTE  PLAYERS  TRY  AGAIN  AT  RYE 

Furies  roar  fresh  welcome  to  Putter 


By  John  Hopkins 
GOLF  CORRESPONDENT 

RIGHT  on  cue.  the  weather 
has  taken  a  turn  for  the  worse. 
The  three  indies  of  snow  that 
blanketed  Rye  Golf  Club  and 
caused  the  President's  Putter 
to  be  postponed  in  the  lint 
week  in  January  melted  away 
long  ago.  In  its  place,  just  in 
time  for  the  restart  of  the 
Putter  this  morning,  has  come 
a  wind  that  could  be  called 
lion-hearted  except  that  that 
barely  seems  adequate  for  the 
vengeful  furies  that  have 
roared  In  the  past  days. 

John  Behrend  sat  in  his  flat 
overlooking  the2nd  fairway  at 
Hoy  lake,  near  Liverpool,  car 
Wednesday  and  feared  for  the 
roof.  “There  were  squally 


showers  rattling  against  the 
windows  but  the  main  thing 
was  the  wind.  It  created  a 
horrible  banging  noise  on  the 
roof,  as  if  the  tiles  were  being 
dislodged  one  by  one.  I  am 
afraid  1  did  not  check  whether 
all  the  tiles  were  still  in  place 
before  I  left.  Perhaps  I  should 
have  done." 

By  yesterday,  the  wind  had 
abated  but  not  disappeared.  In 
the  sturdy  Rye  clubhouse, 
hidden  among  the  dunes,  the 
direction  gauge  in  the  corridor 
indicated  a  southerly  wind 
gu sting  up  to  35mph  at  lunch- 
lime.  Added  to  this  was  a 
stinging  nun. 

Veterans  of  the  President’s 
Putter  rubbed  their  hands. 
This  event  would  not  be  the 
same  in  a  flat  calm,  any  more 


than  the  Grand  National 
would  be  the  Grand  National 
with  half  as  many  fences. 

"If  you  think  this  is  had." 
Peter  Gardiner-Hill  said,  "you 
should  have  seen  it  in  1993 
when  the  final  had  to  be 
abandoned  after  a  few  holes 
because  the  wind  was  so 
strong."  That  day  two  compet¬ 
itors  in  a  subsidiary  competi¬ 
tion  reached  the  edge  of  die 
green  of  the  short  5th  and  then 
one  took  14  putts. 

Among  the  members  of  the 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  Golf¬ 
ing  Society.  Peter  Gracey.  who 
is  compering  in  his  49ih 
successive  Putter,  is  regarded 
with  a  mixture  of  awe  and 
admiration.  He  still  plays  in 
little  more  warming  than  a 
thin  sweater  which,  if  past 


years  are  anything  to  go  by. 
retains  a  hole  in  its  elbow. 
There  is  a  rumour  circulating 
that  a  friendly  relative  has 
either  had  the  hole  repaired  or 
bought  him  a  new  sweater. 

For  the  sake  of  tradition  and 
eccentricity  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  scurrilous  rumour  is 
without  foundation.  Gracey 
and  Peter  Bathurst,  author  of 
the  history  of  the  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Golfing  Society 
and  captain  in  1972,  had  a  few 
friendly  holes  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing  and  were  men  interviewed 
by  local  television. 

Mark  Cox  will  be  pleased  to 
get  underway  this  morning.  In 
January  he  flew  over  from  the 
United  States  unaware  that 
the  weather  was  about  to 
cause  the  postponement 
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Higgins  on 
course 
to  secure 
third  title 

By  Phil  Yates 

A  CONTROVERSIAL  referee¬ 
ing  decision  at  the  Internation¬ 
al  Open  in  Aberdeen 
yesterday  failed  to  prevent 
John  Higgins  from  registering 
his  seventeenth  consecutive 
win  in  the  tournament.  Hig¬ 
gins,  attempting  to  join  Ste* 
phen  Hendry  and  Stew  Davis 
as  the  only  player  ro  win  the 
same  world  ranking  event  for 
three  successive  years, 
readied  the  semi-finals  by 
beating  Alan  McManus  5-3. 

Breaks  of  IIS.  52  and  56  were 
the  building  blocks  of  a  3*2 
lead  for  Higgins.  He  also 
enjoyed  a  60-16  advantage  in 
the  sixth  frame  when,  with  the 
ateball  in  dose  proamity  to  a 
red,  Higgins  potted  it  only  for 
Alan  Chamberlain  to  call  a 
push  shoL 

“l  don't  think  1  fouled  it," 
Higgins,  whose  opinion  was 
reinforced  by  slow-motion  re¬ 
plays  of  the  incident,  said.  The 
mood  of  the  title-holder  was 
not  improved  by  a  subsequent 
yeUow-to-pink  clearance  thar 
enabled  McManus  to  level  aT 
3-3. 

A  break  of  87.  an  admirable 
effort  under  the  dreum- 
stances,  enabled  Higgins  to 
regain  the  lead  at  4-3  and  he 
added  a  disjointed  eighth 
frame,  during  which  the  ner¬ 
vousness  of  both  players  was 
apparent,  to  secure  a  meeting 
with  Tony  Drago. 

Peter  Ebdon.  who  has  be¬ 
come  increasingly  depressed 
with  his  form  since  winning 
the  Regal  Masters  in  Mother- 
well  five  months  ago,  has  been 
emotionally  uplifted  by  his 
return  ro  Scotland. 

By  Ebdon’s  own  admission, 
that  is  good  news  for  his  wife, 
Deborah.  The  intensely  ambi¬ 
tious  Londoner,  who  defeated 
Ronnie  O’Sullivan  5-1  to  guar¬ 
antee  his  appearance  in  the 
semi-finals  of  a  ranking  event 
for  the  first  time  this  season, 
has  allowed  professional  con¬ 
cerns  to  overlap  into  his 
personal  life. 

“Ive  been  a  miserable  so- 
and-so  over  the  past  few 
months  and  for  that  I’ve  got  to 
apologise,"  Ebdon  said.  “1  put 
so  much  into  my  game  that,  if 
things  are  going  wrong,  it 
affects  not  only  my  career  but 
also  my  life  in  general.  I'm  so 
pleased  to  have  turned  the 
comer." 

EMon^  successful  in  only 
four  of' his  previous  14  meet¬ 
ings  with  O’Sullivan,  dictated 
the  pace.  With  the  exception  of 
a  quickfire  break  of  98  in  the 
fifth  frame,  when  he  already 
trailed  44),  O'Sullivan  was 
comprehensively  contained. 

Drago,  from  Malta,  con¬ 
verted  his  tenth  ranking  event 
quarter-final  into  a  semi-final 
debut  by  beating  John  Parrott 
5-3.  He  oompiled  breaks  of  48, 
118. 63  and  65  to  establish  a  4-1 
lead,  but  Parrott  pulled  back 
to  3-1  before  Drago  overcame 
a  growing  psychological  ob¬ 
stacle  to  win  the  eighth. 
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Hoddle  right  to  alter  approach 


From  Ms  Marian  Thomas 
Sir,  Steve  McManafnan’S  col¬ 
umn  (Februaiy  17)  says  it  all. 
The  hand-wringing  that  fol¬ 
lowed  England’s  defeat  by 
Italy  last  week  was  considera¬ 
bly  overdue,  and  the  hysterical 
press  pifloiying  of  Matt  le 
Ussier  was  quite  contempt¬ 
ible. 

Given  the  traditional  str¬ 
engths  of  Italy,  the  result  was 
not  astonishing  (albeita  differ¬ 
ent  one  would  have  been  wel¬ 
come).  nor  was  England’s 
game  quite  as  deficient  as 
post-match  depression  sug¬ 
gests.  Le  Ussier  gave  a  perfect- 

Hknply  the  best 

From  Mr  Hugh  Cartwright 
^  Sir.  I  accept  that  I  am  still 
coming  to  terms  with  Juruny 
Greaves  not  being  indudedm 
the  England  team  for  the  1966 
football  World  Cup  final- 

Now  I  find  that  Jeremy 
Guscoti,  undoubtedly  the  pick 
of  current  England,  if  not 
world,  rugby  centres,  does  not 
Stan  in  the  international  line* 
up.  He  came  on  with  three 
minutes  to  go  against  I reiana 
last  Saturday  and 
siiely  timed  pasfs  added  the 
class  for  Tony  Underwood  to 
score  two  tries.  1  accept  tnai 
a  the  opponents  were  ored  Joy 
P  then,  but  why  does  the  paying 
public  not  see  the  bestfAre  we 
not  the  ones  that  matter? 

Just  think  about  n  in  1966. 
there  would  have  been  no  need 
for  extra-time:  Greaves  would 
have  scored  the  winner. 

tjurs  faifftiiiliy, 

UGH  CARTWRIGHT^ 

22  Shrewsbury  Mews.  wi. 

Sports  Letters  may  be  sent 
by  fax  to  0171-782  521 1. 


ly  decent,  constructive  and 
commendably  calm  perform¬ 
ance  in  testing  circumstances 
and  offered  encouraging  evi¬ 
dence  that  he  is  able  to  repro¬ 
duce  at  international  level  the 
skills  for  which  he  was  rightly 
selected  (and  which  are  not 
restricted  to  the  spectacular 
volleying  of  loose  balls). 

Of  course,  there  will  be 
aspects  of  England's  game 
which  Glenn  Hoddle  will  be 
looking  ro  improve;  but  Ldont 
believe  his  tactical  approach  to 
the  match  was  fundamentally 
misconceived.  Some  of  the 
Italian  players*  reported  com¬ 
ments  afterwards  seemed  al¬ 
most  like  an  invitation  to 
Hoddle'  to  resort  to  the  tradi¬ 
tional  English  virtues  of  mus¬ 
cle  and  non-stop  running  next 
time  —  which  they  know  then- 
system  can  handle. 

Following  that  route  could, 
admittedly,  produce  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  success  at  international 
level,  probably  comparable  to. 
that  achieved  by  Norway -in 
recent  years.  But,  to  get  results 
at  the  level  the  demanding  and 
optimistic  English  public  as¬ 
pires  ro,  what  is  needed,  in 
addition  to  outstanding  tech¬ 
nical  skill,  is  speed  of  thought 
and  execution  —  qualities 
which  Hoddle  no  doubt  recog¬ 
nises  in  LeTlssier. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARIAN  THOMAS, 

7  Woodlands  Road. 

Surbiton,  Surrey.  . 


Doubts  answered 

From  Mr  M.  A.  Atherton 
Sir,  Following  the  great  ^per¬ 
formance  from  Ae 
cricket  captain  m  the  final  test 
against  New  Zealand,  media 
doubters  will  predicted 
change  their  tune-  The  Amer- 
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Punishment 

deserved 

From  Mr  Mark  Brennand 

Sir,  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
view  taken  by  Mr  Will  M. 
Vander  Byl  (Sports  Letters, 
Februaiy  14)  that  the  legal 
action  proposed  by  Bradford 
City  against  Kevin  Gray  is 
bad  for  football. 

Thirteen  years  ago,  in  a 
West  Midlands  League  match, 
I  was  on  the  receiving  end  of  a 
brutal  tackle.  I  was  left  with  a 
double  fracture  of  the  right  leg 
and.  then  26,  I  never  played 
again. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
player  who  committed  the 
tackle  did  it  with  the  intent  to 
harm.  A  known  "hand  man" 
he  neither  visited  me  in  hospi¬ 
tal  nor  apologised  for  his 
action,  further  confirming  my 
belief  that  his  challenge  was 
deliberate. 

To  say  that  no  professional 
footballer  would  deliberately 
set  out  to  break  another’s  leg  is 
naive.  Does  Mr  Vander  Byl 
consider  the  two-footed,  over- 
the-baU  tackle,  which  we  wit¬ 
ness  every  season,  as  just  an 
accepted  part  of  game?  •  . 

Players  who  commit  such 
offences  should  be  banned 
and,  where  injury  results, 
prosecuted. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARK  BRENNAND, 

52-54  Lichfield  Street 

Wolverhampton, 

West  Midlands. 


ton  family  mono  “nec  flatus, 
n&c  dejectus  [neither  uplifted, 
ripr  downcast]’’  should  serve 

as  a  reminder  not  to  take  some 

media  comments,  too  seriously. 
Yours  etc, 

MARK  ATHERTON. 

9  GanderHilL 

Haywards  Heath,  West  Sussex. 


Goulding 

penalty 

shortened 

BOBBIE  GOULDING.  the  St 
Helens  captain,  yesterday 
had  his  eight-match  ban  re¬ 
duced  by  two  games  at  a 
Rugby  Football  League  appeal 
hearing  in  Leeds.  He  had 
received  the  punishment  after 
pleading  guilty  to  a  high 
tackle  in  the  Silk  Cut  Chall¬ 
enge  Cup  fourth-round  tie 
against  Wigan. 

□  Golfr  Thomas  Gogele,  of 
Germany,  shot  a  course- 
record  64,  eight  under  par,  at 
the  Houghton  Golf  Club  to 
hold  the  first-round  lead  in  the 
Alfred  Dunhill  PGA  in  Johan¬ 
nesburg  yesterday. 

□  Jose  Marla  Olazabai  of 
Spain,  who  has  sidelined  for  IS 
months  with  rheumatoid  ar¬ 
thritis,  said  yesterday  that  he 
will  make  his  long-awaited 
comeback  at  the  Dubai 
Desert  Classic  next  week. 

□  Boxing:  Joe  Cateaghe.  the 
unbeaten  super-middle¬ 
weight.  will  contest  a  world 
tide  in  September,  against 
either  Steve  Coffins,  the  World 
Boxing  Organisation  champi¬ 
on,  from  Ireland,  or  Robin 
Reid,  -  from  Runcorn,  who 
holds  die  World  Boxing  Coun¬ 
cil  title. 

■  Q  Athletics:  The  International 
Amateur  Athletic  (federation 
has  said  that  it  is  mystified  by 
an  application  for  reinstate¬ 
ment  by  Bet  Johnson,  the 
Canadian  sprinter  banned  for 
life  for  drug  taking. 

□  cycling:  A  riders’  protest 
about  the  Tour  of  Langkawi 
transport  arrangements  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  second  stage 
being  cancelled  yesterday. 
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Sheehan  on  bridge 


By  Robert  Sheehan. 

BRIDGE  CORRESPONDENT 

One  important  tool  in  slam 
bidding  is  the  ’splinter’  bid.  In 
auctions  in  which  a  single 
jump  in  a  new  suit  would  be 
forcing,  a  double  jump  shows 
support  for  partner’s  suit  and 
shortage  in  die  bid  suit.  Here 
is  an  example  from  the  1996 
Macallan  Camrose  interna¬ 
tional  between  Scotland  and 
England. 

AJ94  N  j  KQ6S3 

A<242  W  '  E  j  ®S2 
KQ1D54  I  A 

—  L__J_ - !  J984 

Brian  Senior  and  I  bid  as 
follows: 


Sheehan 
1  D 
4C(1> 

! 

.  Pass 


Senior 

\h> 

6S 


1.  Splinter  —  short  clubs, 
game-going  values  and  spade 
support 
I  Cue-bids 

3.  ‘Five  ace'  Blackwood  — 
spade  king  counts  as  an  ace. 

4.  Two  of  five  aces,  without  the 
queen  of  trumps. 

The  great  virtue  of  splinters  is 


WOBD-WATCH>N6; 
By  Philip  Howard 


OSMUNDA 

a.  The  backbone 

b. Afem 

c.  A  dean  face 

PONHAUS 

a.  Pork  pudding 

b.  A  town  hall 

c.  A  ztgaag  dagger 


Keene  o  n  chess 


that  they  help  the  spUnterer’s 
partner  to  judge  whether  his 
high  cards  are  in  useful 
places.  This  was  a  somewhat 
flawed  auction,  as  in  principle 
a  splinter  should  show  a 
singleton  rather  than  a  void. 
However  it  stiU  helped  Senior, 
he  could  see  that  his  good 
trumps,  ace  of  diamonds  and 
poor  dubs  were  enough  to 
make  a  slam  promising. 

This  was  the  Scots’  auction. 
West  East 

ID  IS 

AC  4  D 

4H  4  S 

4  NT  5H 

E  S  Pass 

In  my  view  East  underbid  and 
West  overbid.  Once  East  has 
heard  the  splinter  bid  and  the 
heart  cue-bid  he  should  drive 
to  slam  rather  than  sign  off  in 
Four  Spades.  And  West 
should  pass  Four  Spades  —  fry 
then  be  has  described  his 
hand.  To  bid  on  he  needed 
more  in  the  way  of  playing 
tricks,  say 

*AJ94*A64»KQJ763*- 
Bath  declarers  made  the  stem 
on  a  cross-ruff. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Jersey  International 

The  Defame  &  Toudw  Festival  of 
Chess  in  Jersey  has  anraaed  a 
strong  field  including  grand¬ 
master  Bogdan  Loire,  his  wife  and 
woman  grandmaster  Susan  Lalic, 
former  British  champion  grand¬ 
master  Julian  Hodgson,  and  the 
reigning  British  champion, 
grandmaster  Chris  W3rd.  After 
four  rounds  Bogdan  La  He  Hodg¬ 
son  and  Ward  share  the  joint  lead 
on  3h  pmms  with  Leighton  Wil¬ 
liams.  In  round  four  Hodgson  won 
the  following  controlled  game. 
White:  Julian  Hodgson 
Blade  Kenneth  MrEwan 
Jersey  International. 

February  J<W7 


18  e4 

19  Rtert 

20  Ba4 

21  Oq3 

22  ex!5 

23  BC2 

24  Nh3 

25  Bfl 

26  Rx/a 

27  Rfl 

28  Ngl 

29  QM 

30  Ne2 

31  Qh6 

32  FH6 

33  Qg5 

34  m 

35  a3 

36  Nxh5 

37  QM» 

38  OxhB+ 

39 


Nb8 

aS 

h5 

fS 

Fbd5 

RK8 

Rhgfl 

Nd7 

Mxia 

gJ 

□e7 

Bc6 

Bee 

Ng6 

BhB 

Nie 

KdS 

Bd7 

Nh7 

Nri6 

NeB 

Bia*  resigns 


Diagram  of  final  position 


Trompovsky  Attack 


1  CM 

2  B§5 

3  NcE 
4-  e3 

5  Bd3 

6  14 

7  Nh3 

8  Nf2 

9  c3 

10  8xf6 

11  M3 

12  NeS 
IS  fxe5 

14  Qg4 

15  O-D-O 

16  Kbl 

17  Bb5 


abcdefgh 

□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  m  Spon  and  in 
the  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


WINNING  HOVE 


RELACHE 

a.  A  rest 

b.  Husky  reins 

c.  To  defect  again 

POTPOI 

a.  A  servant 

b.  A  man’s  skin 

c.  Coconut  porridge 

.Answers  on  page  42 


By  Raymond  Keene 

White  Jo  play.  This  position  is  from 
the  game  Lalic  —  Becerra,  Linares 
Yffl.  Black  may  have  thought  that 
he  had  a  good  game  here  —  hi* 
queen  is  ready  to  penetrate  to. 
White’s  back  rank  and  he  ha* 
pressure  against  gZ.  If  so.  White's 
continuation  u»uld  have  swiftly 
disillusioned  him.  What  did  he 
play? 

Solution  on  page  42 


; 
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THE  TIMES  FRIDAY  FEBRUARY  21 1997 


CRICKET:  SURREY  PAIR'S  STYLISH  COMBINATION  ENDS  WAIT  FOR  OVERSEAS  ONE-DAY  VICTORY 


England  master 
straight  role  on 
pantomime  stage 

From  Aian  Lee.  cricket  correspondent,  in  christchurch 


CHRISTCHURCH  (New  Zea¬ 
land  won  toss):  England  beat 
New  Zealand  by  four  wickets 

VISUALLY,  if  was  barely 
recognisable  as  the  same 
game,  but  it  was  no  coinci¬ 
dence  that  the  result  was 
unchanged.  The  momentum 
of  an  improbable  Test  victory 
48  hours  earlier  swept  Eng¬ 
land  to  further  success  here 
last  night,  in  a  form  of  cricket 
that  they  have  recently  found 
utterly  alien. 

The  colour  and  clamour  of 
overseas  one-day  internation¬ 
als  has  been  leaving  England 
so  cold  that  they  had  contrived 
to  lose  12  in  succession  against 
Test-playing  nations.  Fre¬ 
quently,  their  collective  nerve 
has  cracked  under  pressure 
and  lately,  especially  in  Zim¬ 
babwe.  their  ineptitude  has 
been  risible. 

There  was  no  such  surren¬ 
der  yesterday  as  an  initially- 
exri  table  Lancaster  Park 
crowd  of  25.000  was  silenced 
by  a  performance  imbued 
with  die  conviction  of  men 
who  have  rediscovered  what  it 
is  to  win  and  decided  that  they 
rather  like  it. 

Only  when  England,  al¬ 
ready  into  the  finishing 
straight,  lost  four  wickets  for 
20  runs  did  the  decibel  level 
rise  again  and  the  pilch  inva¬ 
sions  by  die  mindless  masoch¬ 
ists,  volunteering  for  the 
rough  handling  of  the  security 
stuff,  resume  in  earnest 

But  by  then  England,  even 
with  their  notable  propensity 


Now  Zealand  won  toss 

NEW  ZEALAND 

B  A  Young  c  Thorpe  b  Mufafly  ...  14 
20  bails.  2  burs) 

N  J  Astle  c  Thorpe  b  Tufnefl - SO 

(S5min.  62  bads,  6  lours] 

ACPOrtxe  c  and  b  Tufnefl _ 28 

(SOmn.  51  balls,  1  but 
S  P  Fleming  st  Stewart  b  TufneH  .  34 
(65mrn,  55  Oafs.  1  four) 

C  L Calms  c  MuSaiy  b Tufnefl  „  IS 
(32min,  31  balls.  1  tour) 

CZ  Hama  not  out - 48 

(71  mm.  51  balls.  2  tours) 

tt-K  Garmon  b  Cork - 19 

(45mln,  29  bads,  1  lour)  - 

DNPteal  notour — - 1 

(8mn,  3  bate) 

Extras  (b  2,  lb  7.  w  4.  nb  2) _ 15 

Total  (6  wfcts.  50  overs,  207mki) .  222 
G  R  Leman.  S  B  Ooui  and  H  T  Davis 
did  not  baL 

FAIL  OF  WICKETS:  1-24  {Astle  8). 
2-87  (Parore  18),  3-100  (Flaming  5), 
4-134  (Fleming  24),  5-148  (Hanis  2), 
6-203  (Hams  34) 

BOWLING:  Cork  9-0-52-1  (nb1.w2,4 
tours.  50-25-0. 4-G-27-1);  MuBafly  52- 
21-1  (3  Torax  one  spaB);  Croft  10-1- 
41-0  (w  i;  4  tours;  one  spat):  Gough 
10-045-0  (nb  1. 1  tour.  4-0-154),  50- 
30-0);  Tufnefl  10-1-22-4  (1  bur,  one 
spell).  Thorpe  6-0-32-0  (w  1;  1  tour, 
one  spell). 

Score  after  15  overar  76  tor  J 


NV  Knight  c  Garmon  b  Doufl _ 8 

(27 min.  IS  bafls) 

*M  A  Atherton  b  Patel _ 19 

(24mm.  21  balls.  3  lours) 

tA  J  Stewart  c  AsJle  b  Davis _ 81 

IlBImm.  110  balls.  1  six.  8  fours) 


for  collapse,  were  virtually 
beyond  recall  and  Robert 
Croft  arriving  at  the  crease 
with  five  required  from  nine 
balls,  nervelessly  drove  his 
first  two  deliveries  to  the  extra 
cover  boundary. 

“We  had  a  wobble,"  the 
captain.  Michael  Atherton, 
said,  “and  we  must  {earn  that 
a  game  is  never  won  until  it's 
over.  But,  having  said  that.  I 
would  have  found  it  extraordi¬ 
nary  if  we  hadn't  won." 

This  was  a  result  that  went 
some  way  to  restoring  En¬ 
gland's  diminished  credibility 
m  one-day  cricket  The  fact 
that  their  match-winner  was 
Phi lipTufhell,  whose  best  one- 
day  international  analysis  of 
four  for  22  was  a  timely 
rejoinder  to  unproven  claims 
of  dope  smoking  in  public, 
offered  a  measure  of  the 
player's  character  and  the 
management’s  judgment 


Thorpe:  commanding 


G  P  Thorpe  b  Davis  _ _ _ 82 

(148min,  104  balls,  1  six.  Stars) 

N  Hussain  not  out  _ _ _ _ _ 11 

(30mir.  28  bals) 

J  P  Crawley  b  DouB _ — _ 0 

(5min,  4  batts) 

D  G  Cork  c  Young  b  Davis _ 5 

/21mln,9  bate) 

R  D  B  Graft  not  out _ 8 

(2rrtln.  2  bate.  2  fous) 

Baras  {to  6,  w5)  — — - .12 

T«  (6  wfcts.  485  overs,  217rtfn)  .226 
D  Goygh,  A  D  MuMy  aid  P  C  R  TutoeB 
did  not  bra. 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-28  (Knlghl  8), 
2-28  (Stewart  0).  3-198  (Stewart  7B). 
4205  (Hussain  4).  5-207  (Hussain  B). 
5-218  (Hussain  11). 

BOWLING:  Deed  10833-2  (w  J;  2 
Ions  ;  7-0-25-1,  358-1)  ;  Patel  7-0- 
43-1  (1  six.  5  tours;  4-0-22-1 . 3-0-21-0); 
Astte  4-0-280  (5  tours,  20-14-0  ZO- 
1241);  Calms  4-0-2SO  (w  2;  1  six.  2 
tours;  one  sped);  Davis  8*5-0-44-3  (w 
2;  5  tows;  2-0-12-0.  2-00-0.  450- 
243).  Larsen  8-0230  (1  four;  6-0-19- 
0. 2-044));  Harris  7-0250  (w  1 ;  1  tour, 
4-0-134).  3-0-13-0). 

Score  after  15  overs-  77  tor  2. 

England  won  by  tour  wickets 
Match  award:  P  C  R  TufneB. 

Umpires:  C  E  King  and  0  M  Quested. 
Third  umpire.  R  S  Dunne. 

Reteraa:  P  J  P  Burge  (Australia). 

International  series  schedule 


Second  (Auckland)  F< 
(Napier)  February  2fi 
(Auddand)  March  1; , 
March  4. 


ry23;ThW 
d W,  Fourth 
(WeBngton) 


D  Compted  ty  as  Fmdafl 


Answers  from  page  41 
OSMUNDA 

(b)  A  fern  of  (he  genus  so  called,  especially  the  royal  fern. 
Osmunda  regalis.  Adopted  as  a  generic  name  by  j.  Petivcr  in 
Musei  Petivenani  centuria.  1699.  “The  brooklet  was  Cringed  with 
marsh  plants,  together  with  Osmundas.  Harfs-tongoes.  and 
other  Ferns." 

PONHAUS 

(a)  Scrapple  or  a  kind  of  American  pudding  made  from  pork 
and  corn  meaL  From  the  German  pfanne  frying  pan  ♦  hose  a 
rabbit  "The  Pennsylvania  Germans  called  it  Pfarwhaas.  which 
was  corrupted  into  Ponhaus,  which  simply  means  ’pan  rabbit*. 
This  was  in  line  with  the  use  of ‘Welsh  rabbit'.'* 

RELACHE 

(a)  A  period  of  nest  an  interval.  A  break  from  something.  From 
the  French  word  reldche.  1863c  “Caldwell's  is  one  of  the  few 
public  dancing  rooms  in  London,  which  &  frequented  by 
respectable  women.  When  we  arrived,  the  neUkcfac  was  begun." 
POIPOl 

to  A  Polynesian  dish,  usually  made  from  fermented  breadfruit. 
The  Polynesian  word.  182%  'The  most  general  dish  in  the 

Southern  islands  is  what  they  call  poipoi.  nearly  resembling  the 
poe  or  the  Sandwich  Islands.  It  is  made  with  the  ripe  mountain 
plantain,  either  raw  or  baked,  beaten  up  into  a  paste  or  jetty. 
and  diluted  with  coconut  m3k.  Another  Kim)  of  poipoi  is  made 
with  breadfruit  or  op/a  beaten  up  and  diluted  with  with  coconut 
or  plain  water." 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 
I .  Rxf?.!  Kxl7;  2.  QG~  Kg6  (2, . . .  Kg7  or  2. . . .  Ke7  are  met  by  3.  Qfc  mate): 
3.  Qfft*  KhS;  4.  Be2*  Rg&5.  Sxg4+  Kxg4: 6.  h3+  and  mate  next  move 


TufrieU  had  not  been  expect¬ 
ed  to  play,  indeed  had  not 
been  included  in  the  provi¬ 
sional  England  XI.  But  a  study 
of  die  week-old  pitch,  already 
used  for  a  Test  maid), 
convinced  the  tour  selectors  to 
make  a  late  revision  and  use 
two  spin  bowlers.  It  probably 
derided  die  game. 

Hie  New  Zealand  innings 
was  strangled  in  midlife  by 
Tufnell,  for  whom  this  was  a 
first  one-day  cap  in  more  than 
two  years,  but  223  might  still 
have  been  a  challenging  target 
on  a  slow  pitch.  However, 
even  after  losing  both  openers 
with  the  total  28.  England 
batted  with  the  belief  that  has 
habitually  been  absent  from 
their  one-day  cricket. 

Alec  Stewart  and  Graham 
Thorpe,  so  often  conspirators 
in  die  one-day  successes  of 
Surrey,  belittled  the  task  with 
a  third-wicket  stand  of  170  in 
34  overs  and,  although  there 
was  a  hint  of  the  cavalier  in 
the  way  they  departed,  this 
first  of  five  internationals  was 
settled  with  seven  balls  to 
spare. 

Defeat  will  subdue  the  New 
Zealand  cricket  public,  per¬ 
haps  more  so  than  a  Test 
series  that  few  here  had  ex¬ 
pected  to  win  anyway.  There  is 
such  enthusiasm  for  one-day 
cricket  in  this  country,  such 
pride  in  the  advances  of  their 
limited-overs  team,  that  one 
sensed  the  marketing  focus  of 
the  season  was  geared  up  for 
this  carnival  night 

The  Lancaster  Park  lights 
were  being  used  for  the  first 
time.  So  was  New  Zealand's 
new  one-day  strip  —  pacific 
blue,  with  the  ugly  adornment 
of  black  boots.  Schools  were 
given  a  half-day  and  this 
genteel  city,  that  strives  to  be 
so  English  in  its  layout  and  its 
street  names,  throbbed  with 
almost  unseemly  anticipation 
of  what,  to  English  eyes,  was 
just  another  limited-overs 
game. 

The  ground  was  full  before 
play  began  —  too  full  with  the 
aisles  and  exits  of  die  vast 
embankment  dangerously 
blocked  with  spectators  who 
could  not  find  a  seat  Music 
thundered  from  the  public 
address  system  between  overs, 
sometimes  between  balls,  and 
each  batsman  was  greeted  by 
his  favourite  song. 

It  was  gladiatorial  fare,  the 
stuff  of  nightmares  for  tradi¬ 
tionalists.  But  England,  who 
maintain  a  more  prudish  ap¬ 
proach  than  most  towards  die 
glam  rock  side  of  the  game, 
were  for  once  not  inhibited. 
Thqr  played  in  a  manner 
indicating  that  they  have  the 
measure  of  this  New  Zealand 
side  and  are  anxious  to  let 
everybody  know  it 

In  their  toothpaste  tops  of 
red,  white  and  blue,  squad 


after  M  S. 

Message  to  Mysdf .  Jiadio  4FM.  lOJJOam. 

Here  is  another  new  series  that  will  raise 

Great  Britain.  Canada 


■in 


iTTtraff 


TufneH  charges  down  die  pilch  to  celebrate  having  Fleming  stomped  by  Stewart  for  34 


numbers  on  their  backs  as 
well  as  names,  England  kept 
their  discipline  admirably  in 
the  field  after  losing  die  toss. 
They  were  not  panicked  when 
Dominic  Cork’s  third  over  cost 
1  Lot  when  16  were  taken  from 
Robert  Croft’s  third,  and  in 
answer  to  die  dean  striking  of 
Nathan  Asde,  who  reached  SO 
from  only  56  balls,  Atherton 
summoned  Tufnell  to  take  the 
pace  off  the  ball. 

To  the  fourth  ball  of  die 
twentieth  over.  Ttifnell's  first 
Astle  was  caught  at  extra  cover 
off  a  leading  edge.  Adam 
Parore  fen  similarly,  playing 


too  soon  as  TufneH  deceived 
•with  flight  When  he  later 
dismissed  Chris  Cairns  and 
Stephen  Fleming  to  take  the 
heart  from  the  New  Zealand 
batting.  TufneH  theatrically 
waved  his  cap  to  each  corner 
of  the  ground. 

Chris  Harris  nourished  the 
innings  with  his  unbeaten  48 
from  51  balls  but  New  Zea¬ 
land,  given  hope  by  the  early 
fall  of  Atherton  and  the  trou¬ 
bled  Nick  Knight  quickly 
knew  they  had  fallen  short 
Stewart  and  Thorpe  began  to 
bat  with  serene  command  and 
a  drizzly  rain  made  it  no  easier 


for  the  fielding  side  to  defend 
against  disdainful  strokeplay. 

England  required  only  25 
from  tot  overs  when  Thorpe 
played  an  and  even  when 
Stewart  was  held  at  deep 
square-leg.  seven  runs  later, 
defeat  seemed  inconceivable. 
There  was  a  whisper  of  doubt 
when  John  Crawley  hit  across 
a  straight  one  and  a  degree  of 
unease  when  the  fretful  Cork 
hit  a  full  toss  to  midwicket 
Croft,  however,  reacted  as  if 
unaware  that  England  have  a 
habit  of  making  a  nonsense  of 
these  games — a  habit  they  are 
now  intent  an  breaking. 


HOCKEY 


Confident  Slough  put 
Europe  top  of  agenda 


AFTER  more  than  two 
months  of  relative  inactivity, 
the  women’s  national  league 
resumes  tomorrow  with  an 
almost  full  league  pro¬ 
gramme  (Aiix  Ramsay  wri¬ 
tes).  The  only  absentees  wiD 
be  Slough,  who  have  more 
pressing  business  in  France  at 
the  European  indoor  dubs’ 
championship. 

Despite  their  position  at  the 
rop  of  the  national  league,  aft 

thoughts  of  outdoor  hockey 
have  been  put  to  one  side  for 
(he  past  few  weeks  as  Slough 
by  one  more  time  for  the 
indoor  gold  medal  They  face 
a  daunting  task  as  Germany, 
so  long  die  strongest  force  in 
(he  indoor  game,  is  represent¬ 
ed  by  two  dubs-  If  results  go 
according  to  the  form  books. 


Slough  would  have  to  beat 
both  back  to  back  to  win  the 
tournament. 

As  ever,  Slough's  confi¬ 
dence  is  high.  “Everyone 
knows  what  we’re  like," 
Karen  Brown,  the  captain, 
said.  "We’re  only  interested  in 
die  gold  medal  —  we’ve  come 
second  too  often." 

Today  Slough  play  Done- 
hanka,  from  Russia,  and  their 
first  real  test  wiD  come  tomor- 
row  against  Berliner,  the  Ger¬ 
man  champions.  Russels- 
beimer,  the  European  titie- 
boktos,  lie  in  wait  cm  Sunday 
should  Slough  progress. 

In  Slough’s  absence,  Ips¬ 
wich.  second  m  the  national 

league  on  goal  difference,  will 

play  High  town  at  Tudd- 
enftam  Road  tomorrow. 


Depth  Weather 

(cm)  Concfitfons  Runs  to  (5pm)  Last 
L  U  Piste  Off/p  resort  -  "C  snow 


AUSTRIA 

Kszbuhel  25  90  good  waned  fair  doud  2  ‘  19/2 

(Good  piste  doing;  whale  area  has  decent  snow  cover) 
Qbergurgl  40  160  good  powder  good  sun  0  20/2 

(Warderftil  staeng  concBdons  h  bright  surtsh/ne) 

ScNadming  30  50  good  varied  good  doud  5  20/1 

(Generally  good;  haaty  can&ions  tow  down) 

S6B  30  75  good  heavy  good  doud  0  19/2 

(Very  good  skang  throughout  resort) 

FRANCE 

Mertoet  SO  185  good  varied  good  sun  4  18/2 


Mertod  SO  18S  good  varied  good  sun 

(P&bs  aauwanc  gRitsas  mosBy  shed  out) 
TIgnes  160  225  good  varied  good  tak 

(Excellent  swig  throughout  Espace  Ktftf 

ITALY  • 

Uvrgno  105  20Q  good  powder  good  snow 

{Wrxfy  fresh  snow,  autiaak  aaeSBnt? 

Goto  65  6S  good  varied  good  .  tdr 

(Good  siding  on  afl  prstesj 

SWITZERLAND 

CMoraana  55  300  goad  powder  good  .  Hr 

[Good  sting  on  aK  pates,  pantoJatyglader) 
SaseFee  95  345  good  powder  good  fine 

(Excrafenf  star®  on  wc&prepared  prstes) 
VBart  20  100  good  -  heavy  worn  fine 

(Good  pete  skirtg;  nortMacng  runs  best} 
Zermatt  46  2®  good  varied  good  Mr 

(Good  skSng  on  uicrowdad  pistes;  mainly  sunny) 
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phenomenon,  as  might  be  expected,  arid  av““k  we  wm 
advocate'  legal  protection  for  those  whosedetence  otO  ^ 
sometimes  leads  to  excessive  consequences.  Thecxrurtefacean  awful 
dflennna  and  framing  laws  to  protect  citizens  who  respoiw  to  crime 
by  getting  foutfve&rather  thin  turning  flyar  backs,  b if^Seuft 
enough  to -thwart  a  Solomon.  Zareer  Masam  reports  on  the  issues 
and  hears  from  both  sides  of  the  argument.  Peter  Barnard 
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4  non  Chris  Ashfoy  and  Sandy  wrar 
7.00  Paul  Boss  MO  Seed  Chtaokn- 
12j00  Lorraine  KaSy  2j0Qpm  Tommy 
Boyd  400  DrtvBtjme,  wth  Pater  Deejey 
7joo  Maz  Dea's  SpOrtnone  KLOO  iffics 
Allan  UDOran  Ian  Cotett’ 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


SAtaa  Russ  Jono  lOOO  Gatam 
Dane  1-OOpro  Jeremy  dark  4JNI  Nicky 
Home  7JW  Paul  Coyle  .  (FM)  / Rabin 
Berks  (AM)  MOO  mn  Freaman  12-00 
MMk  Fanest  2jOOhii  Howrad  Pearce 
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S^Sara  Shipping  (LW)  BjOO 
Newts  8-10  Farmfog  Today 
525  Prayar  tar  the  Day  6  JO 
Today,  includes  Thought  for  ; 
the  Dey  MO  Yesterday  in 
Parfement 

9J»  (tows  &05  Dmert  Wand 

DfeescAtary  Brown  (f) 


1CUJ0  NeancMwesagwe  to  Myeell 

din.  See  Choice 
KLOO  An  Act  of  Worship  (LW) 


10.15  On  This  Day  (LW) 
10^30  Woman's  Hour 
11J30  The  Natural  Kstory 


124X7  Naurs;  You  end  Yours 
-VtaSptD  Food  Projpunuw  12J55 
Weather 

1.00  TIm  World  at  On* 

1  j40  The  Arofaars  (i)  1 JS6 
Shipping  Forecast 
2.00  Cfassfc  Serial:  Ths  Cftedal, 
by  AJ.  Cronin  (3/^  (rj  . 

300  News;  The  Afternoon  Shift 
4J»  News  445  Ketafdoscope. 
Tsn  Mariow  visits  a  new 
rarhWBon,  Modem  Art  in 
Britain  1310-1914 
445  Short  Story:  The  Reach  of 
Love,  tw  Mke  McCormack 
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5i»PU5^0  Shrppang  Forecast 
•  5^5Weether 
e.00  StxO-CJock  News 
530  Going  Ptacas.  David  Stafford 
reveals  more  ideas  for  things 
to  do  this  weekend 
7M  Naas  7.05  The  Archers 
7.20  Pick  of  the  Week 
8j06  Any  QueMlonS?  With  C&ve 
.  Adk  and  MPs  Norman 
Lamont;  Malcokn  &uce  and 
Estelle  74orris 

SLSOtnr  In  Action.  See  Choice 
9.15  Letter  from  America 
9J0  Kaleidoscope  Feature. 
Richard  Cotos  taJks  to  . 
nowflas  IsabafAOendtaraf 
Jayne  Anna  Philips  (i)  9^9 
Weather. 

KLOO  The  World  Tonight 
1045  Book  aft  Bedtime:  House  of 
Splendid  Isolation  (10/10) 
11.00  Week  Ending 
11.25  Tea  Jonctlan.  Patrick 

Hannan  and  his  guests  late  a 
sceptical  look  at  the  week's 
events 

12S0  News  12L30  Th»  Late  Boot 
.  Regeneration  (10/10) 

12j<8  Shipping  Forecast 
1J»  A» WorS  Sendee 


Source-  Ski  Cfob  of  Greal  Britain. 
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